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Page & Comment:

WELCOME te anether issue ef the Newsletter,

and if you haven't already neticed,this is
eur 50th issue.This year is alse ten
years since the Federatien first began.

In celebration (?) ef thids tenm year
anniversary, Derek Gifferd has cemtributed
an article eof seme eof the trials and
tribulatiens we have faced ever the years,
Simen Jenes has an article en the
cellectable nature ef Felk albums and

we have eour usual cellectien ef live &
recerd reviews.

THIS issue is a 32-page issue,mainly te
try te accem®date & Vvew large number of
record reviews.Despite this,I haven't
been able te include all that I sheuld
have. Apolegies if your favourite album
hasn't made it this time.I'1l1l try te
catch up next issue.

I MAKE ne apelegies for devoting mest

of the rest of this column to eur AGM.
Befere you all skip te the end of this
article, let me assure you at once that it
isn't just a dry AGM. Once again, we-

have cembined it with a Felk Club
ergenisers seminar which en this occasien
will feature represenkatives frem most

of the lecal radio stations (Usually the

presenter er preducer of the Folk program).

CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
(DEC/JAN) IS OCTOBER 25th

OUT & ABOUT
CLUB NEWS ceececescses 4
CLUB OF THE MONTH soeee 5
FASCINATIONS WITH FOLK.. 6

ATMING LOW
(Federation 10 yrs on).. 9

CHATIRMAN'S RANT ¢sseeseo 10

secocovave 3

BROADFOLK

TjéHE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN

THIS NEWSLETTER ARE KOT

NECESSARILY THOSE OF Aspull,
THE EDITOR OR OF THE Wigan,
FEDERATION. WN2 1XF

SONG CONTBST WINNERS seee 11
eesssccsscssse 12
LETTERS cececccevcccesnses 13
FESTIVAL ROUND=UP scssses 14

CLUB: CALENDAR
(Covers Sppt-Nev.) cccees 16 \

At the:time of geing to press,I am
hepeful ef having all three BBC
lecal Radie statiens represented.

This time we have allocated abeut

half ef the evening to the AGM, |
the ether half being fer the seminar.
Any club erganisers er other

interested parties, whether they -

are asseclated with a Fedemation

Felk Club er met are welcome to

attend. Veting at the AGM will,ef
coeurse,be restricted te acoredited
representatives ef Federatien Clubs.

BY NOW , yeu will all be asking
when and where this is te be held
and I can tell you it will be ats

THE ALLISON ARMS, COPPULL
(On the A49 eut of Wigan abeut 5 milles
frem the Tewn Centre),
On Wednesday, 23rd September startimg
around 8pm.Fermal netificatien will
be sent te the member olubs in the
usual way.There will be a singareund
dewnstairs in the bar, as is usual
at the FOLK AT THE NEST club en
Wednesdays.

FINALLY, I've just room te thank all
these without whem this weuld net

be pessible: Diane Crump,;Angela Ferkin
and Janet Hale fer typing.Phil Capper ,
for the olub dates and Ian fer distributi(

-

BREDCAR FESTIVAL ... 20
BOOK REVIEW ccceeee 22
RECORD REVIEWS .... 23
CLUBS LIST ccecccece 32

EDITORIAL ADDRESSs
118, Belten Read,

THE EDITOR ACCEPTS NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED
BE ORIGINAL,OR FOR ANY
INACCURACIES HEREIN.

FYLDE FOLK FESTIVAL once again deminates the
beginning of September with something for
everyone over the weekend of September 4th -
6th. From Roaring Jelly to Strawhead, with
Whippersnapper and Gregson & Collister, the
Festival features an impressive guest list,
More information from Alan Bell on 03917 2317,

BROMYARD FOLK FESTIVAL later in September (18th

- 20th) includes Whippersnapper, Pyewackett,
Cosmotheka and the ubiquitous Kipper Family,
The programme promises a wide range of events
same with intruiging titles: Fooling animals
and dames, for example. I hope Derek Gifford
reviews that session! Advance tickets and
information from the Festival office: 053 183
593, ‘

MANCHESTER FESTIVAL, September 11th - 27th
caters for every taste, with jazz, theatre,
dance and a good helping of folk: Robin
Williamson, The Chieftains and Patrick Street
amongst others, The Festival Office has more
information, contact the Central Library, St,
Peter's Square, Manchester, M2 SPD,

BURNLEY MECHANICS feature some .famous foll
performers this quarter, including Martin
Carthy on September 17th and the Kipper Family
on October 25th. Both nights start at 8 p,m.
and tickets at £3 are available from the Box
Office: 0282 30055,

WILL'S BARN consists of twenty four tracks
from the Holme Valley Tradition, the Copper
Family, Bob Davenport and the Rakes, Martin
Carthy and Norma Waterson, The cassette

comes complete with a nineteen page booklet
and is produced by the Vaughan Williams

Memorial Library, "Will's Barn" (Vwwi 002)
is available for £5 plus 50p postage, from

The Library, English Folk Dance & Song Society,
Cecil Sharp House, 2 Regents Park Road, London,

NWl 7AY,

NORTHWICH FOLK CLUB are organising a Folk Event

on September 5th, at Verdin Park, During the
day there will be dance displays and a concert
by local folk performers., The evening concert
will feature Relativity, the folk super group
containing elements from Silly Wissard and The
Bothy Band. Also on the bill are John Hobson

and Howerd Lees, guitar virtuosos from Maccles—

field. Daytime tickets are £1 and Concert
tickets are £4, Tickets can be obtained from

Northwich library, the Folk Club (Friday nights,

Harlequin Theatre, Queen Street, Northwich) or
phone Sean Boyle: 0606 44361, ’

VIN GARBUTT and Fiona Simpson start the season
of gigs at Royton Assembly Hall on September
17th, followed closely by Zorn and Benns on
September 24th, Clive Gregson and Christine

RADIO DETATLSs

FOLK PROGRAMMES ON NATIONAL & LOCAL RADIO -
BEC Radio 2 ¢ Saturday 6.00=7.00pm,repeat Tuesday 3am

330m (not on VHF)

BBC Radio Merseyside sTuesdaye 6.30-Tpm,repeat Sat,6, 3°pn-

202m (95.8 VHF)

051 708 5500

Picoadilly Radio s Sundays o. 9.30-11.00pm

261m (97,0 VHF)

061 236 9913

BBC Radio Lancashire 3 'Sounds I.oaal',Sund&ya 11, 30-12am

351m (96.4 VHF)

Simon Johnson 0254 62411

BBC Radio Manchester s Folk Diary after Gpm News, Fridays

206m (95.1 VHF)

Collister with John Kirkpatrick on
October 1st, Sally Barker on October
8th, local heroes Caught on the Hop
on October 15th and Derek and Di
Boak on October 22nd., Singers and
musicians are welcome and more
details and ticket information can
be obtained on 061 620 3505,

JAKE THACKRAY and The Auld Triangle
are performing at the Octagon
Theatre, Bolton on October 18th at

8 p.m. Tickets, priced £3,50 and

£3 are available from the Box Office:
Bolton 20661 or from Pat RBatty, 439
Manchester Road, Westhoughton,
Bolton, BL5 3JR, Make cheques pay-
able to the Red Licn Folk Club and
enclose an s.a.e,.

SWINTON FOLK DAY on October 24th
has a line up which includes The
McCalmans, the Kipper Family, Ellie
Ellis and Sara Grey and Bram Taylor,
Tickets are £3 in advance or £4 on
the day. Information and tickets
available from Dave on 061 793 6556
or Ged on 0942 811527,

B.B.C.'s CHILDREN IN NEED Appeal will
take place in November and Radio
Manchester is producing a double
album length cagsette with nrtigts
confirmed so far including Stanley -
Accrington, Fairport Convention,
Gregson. and Collister, Keith Hancock,
Pete Morton, Bram Taylor and Bernard
Wrigley, Most performers have con-
tributed previously unrecorded tracks
and the cassette will be launched thig
quarter, so listen out for more news
on "Folk Like Us", Mondays at 8 p.m.

Cathy Dixon

061 228 My

THE ALBION BAND take to the road in
November touring 15 ci ties in Support
of the Royal Society fop Nature Con-
servation's British Wildljfe Appeal
The tour starts in Brigtol op November
6th and finishes in Dunstable on the
24th, For further inf"matien'conuct
E?r;h King or Prafula Shah: 0] g31
31.

PATRICK STREET and Mary Coughlan'g
"Tired and Fmotional" ape both noy
out on CD, (CPSF 1071 ang MRCD 1
respectively) Availah]e through WEA
Distributions on 01 998 Rg4q the
albums are both stil] featuring
strongly in the Folk Rootg chartg
with Patrick Street at No. 8 and ’
Mar_'y Coughlan at No, 15 at the time of
writing, ‘




SLiCE LAST ISSUE, there iz one brand-new ¢lub, and a
number of venue chang.s:

THAE MEZW elub is ilambleton Fellk Club, which meets at the
Shovels in llambleton, near Hlackpool, It Tuns on Friday
nights and starts at 8,30pm. The orguniser is Dave
Littlehales, and you can contact hig on 0253 855652,

IHE MAIN changes since lust issue aret

Derek Giftord's Mawdesley “olk Club has bheoome the
YARMOW VALLEY Folk Club and now meets at the Grapes
tlotel in Crosten (near Preston).It still meets on
Tuesdays at &.30pm and you can still contaot Derek
Gifiord on 0704 822574 for mere information.

The POTTERIS Folk Song Club are now meeting &t the
Crown & Anchor,Tower Square,Tunstall,Stoke-on-Trent.
Jason Ifill is still the organiser, 0782 813401

THO #WORE Folk Clubs I've been given details of, but
which being very new olubs are not yet members of the
Federation:

Arexham Folk Club mset at the Ruropa Wine Bar,Town Hill,
Wrexham on Thursday nignis. More information from
Geofl: Jones, Gremford 4517,

There iz a monthly Singers! Club at 5t. Alban'z Parish
social Centre,5t. Albans fload, Lisoarol,Wallasey.
fasidents are the Draymen, one of whom is Stan Jardine
(a name you may know} and you oan find more information
on 051 608 3894.It's usually the second Staurday of the
month,but its best to ring first.

Tom Shepley's Dand has reformed in the same line-up,
but witheut Fat Knowles,who will now manage the band.
They are looking for a gultariet & vooalist to
complete their line-up.Contact Jamie Knowles on

061 368 =339,

THIS YEAR's KFDSS National Gathering & AGH is belng hald
outside London for the firat itime in ite histery.It
takes place on Saturday 14th WNovember 1987 at the
Victoria Community Cenire,Crewe,Cheshire.The AGH takes
place in the afterncon,while in the avening ie a Falk
Danoe and singaround.Mere information frem Alan Barber,
QTT2 7426350,

4

ADVANCE DATES, such as I have them ito oover the
period beyond November.

DECEMBER DATES:

1 Ages Apart/Christmas Do  Mawdesley

2 Fisher & Tresize White Swan
2 Brian Boothby Whitehaven
2 Paul Metwmers Folk @ Tute
4 Apazing Mr, Smith Bee

4 Sally Barker Porkies

1 Dave Summers Preston

8 Family Ceilidh Brewery

9 Electropathic Batt., Band White Swan '
g Dave Burland Whitehaven
9 Jake Thackray (tiokets) Folk @ Tute
11 Keith Hancock Horthwich
11 Lunny/Cunningham Brwery

il Geoff Higginbotiom Bee '

17 HMaxi & Mitoch * Brwery

18 Tem Topping Band * Porkies

18 Christmas Party Northwich
16 Martin Carthy White Swan

16 Tom MoConville Folk @ Tute
19 The Kipper Family Bury
23} Christamas Singers!® Whitehaven

Events marked * are speoial Christmas shows/party
nighta.The event marked f is Christmas with the
Kippers at the Derby Hsll 1in Bury.

KEWS OF some Ceilidha up and  down the federation
areal . A TR

September:? B SO
12th Poynton Folk Centre . Band TBC
Octobepr: "3'_}f51' fﬂ':f:-
10th Poynton Pelk Centrs ' Caught on the Hop CB

23rd St.. John's Hall,Southport (Wright 5t.)
. with HOT PUNCH ... .-
24th Bradwell Lodge,Portnill,Newcastie=u~Lyne
with Oatdake Billy's Ideal Band
Novembars o -l S
2lat - Northwioh
DATES for ucuthport Apts Centre/Brewery Arts Centre
do net fit theé pattern:of the centre pages,so are
listed here.Brwery=BACjSouthport=5AC.al11 8pm

- Usquebah

Septembers. - AR
Sat, 5 Dust on-the'Needle - SAC
Thur. 10 Patriok Strest 1" . BSaC
Thur 17 Patridck Street BaC
Wed., 30 Rumillajte” Bal

Octobert - _
Fri. 2 k114 SAC
Thur. 15 Oystér Band - = " BAGC
Fri. 16 Mary Coughlin Band' = SAC
Mon. 26 Steeléye: Spam. i 5aC
Tue. 27 rFamily Ceilidh BAC
Fri. 30 Tom kaxten 5AC.

Novembers S :
Thur, 5 Bonfire Cei . BAC
Sat. 7 Incantatien o gal

Fri, 13 Loudon Wainwright TO3AC
Sat 24 June Tabor/Maddy Yriow BAC
Thur, 26 Capercalie .- 11U BAC
stop pRess!
Dates arriving teo lateé for inolusion in the club
calendar pages: IR S

Whitehaven: oo Forkiess

Sept. 2 Hobson/Leés T Sppa1Y; Isade Guillery
9 Bram Taylor SnEer 257Ad Hoo
16 Wilsen Family = . Ooti 9 Mike Whellans
23 Looal /W - .23 Roaie Hardman
3 Isaac Guillery - Mov., - 6 Hobmon & Lees

Qot., T Jon Strong 20 Wike silver
: 14 Mike Whellans

21 Looal S5/N . :

28 Bill ZorniBenns S
Nov. 4 Ralph MoTell (at Civio Hall

11 Dave Walters

18 Tilsen/Boyle

25 Tom Molenville

DON'T FORUET the Federation's AGM & Club Organisersf®

seminar %o be held at the Allison Arma,Coppull on
September 23rd from Bpm.This is a Wednesday night,
the same as the Folk at the Nest.llub Night,so there
will be a singurcund downstairs in the bar as well.

Dec. 4 Sa11y~Barker S -

On April 28th 1982, the Maghull Folk
Club threw open its doors to the
waiting multitudes - and they both
came inlll

Same of the ‘Originals’ are still with
us today, though sadly, same are not,
Same have moved away, one died (though
is still fondly remembered), one went
all the way to India to escape us, and
one is now in Broadmoor - albeit as
Deputy Director of the placelll

Admission in 1982 was 50p. Admission
in 1987 is still 50p, for both Guest
and Singers Nights. We have always
been primarily a Singers Club and

decided on a standard charge when one.

of the Residents pointed out that
putting up prices on a Guest Night not
only made those nights 'special' but
made our Singers Nights ‘'less than
special’'.

The aim from the beginning was to have
a large nuwber of 'Residents’, which
meant they didn't have to come every
week, and the audience got a
permanently  rotating variety of
singers. We have always had a
canplete 'Open House' - anyone
coming along and supporting the Club
is welcome to join the Residency.
We've been fortunate in that new
pecple have Jjoined as others have
left, and we currently have about 30
'Residents', split into solos, duos,
trios, fouro's etc.

The 'Residents' split into 3 teams,
and those teams take monthly turns at
being responsible for running the
Club.

We allocate a fixed amount of money to
be spent in an average week, so if its
a 4 week month, that Team has 4 times
the weekly amount to spend.

Each Team meets separately and decides
how to run their month and spend their
money. They decide on any Theme
Nights etc., they want to run, and who
will be the presenter each week. They
may decide to spend all their money in
one week on a national gquest, or have
2 local guests, or have no guests at
all but spend the money same other
way. These decisions go to a central
'secretary’ who then does the admin
bit, arranges any bockings etc.

JLL Folk Club

Twice a year we have an Qpen meeting to
report on finances and where everyone
can give their opinions on how things
are going and suggest improvements.
“Audience" are welcame as parts of the

Teams. and at all meetings - its a
sort - of

'Peoples Democratic  Folk
Republic of Maghull'l Sounds mad and
camplicated but its not - it works
very well and ensures that the Club
belongs to everyone who cames along and
wants to get involved.

We have 'bred' many of our current
residents - people who came to listen
and were 'encouraged' to have a go, and
who have since developed into a very
talented, but friendly, crowd. This is
perhaps the greatest enjoyment - its
much better to see one of your own
finally perform and suceed, then to pay
your money to see same professional go
through two well rehearsed 'sets’.

So =~  |beware of coming along if you
are one of those quiet, concert
audience types. We like involvement,
enthusiasm and repartee in the room.
We don't even advertise our guest
nights very much because we don't
really want people who only want to
come because there's sameone ‘Ynown’
appearing and its only 50p. Its great
to be able to see the Garbutts,
Carthys, Cosmothekas etc., for only 50p
~ but is that really what Folk Clubs
are about??

This year we mounted a 'Celebration’ to
mark our first 5 vyears. We hired
Melling Tithebarn and presented
‘Whippersnapper' plus Allan Taylor. A
full house (plus waiting 1list), a
terrific evening, and a 'break even'
financially, ensued. So now, we've
done it again with the 'Deighton
Family' due there on 18th September,
and we're planning another major 'Break
Even Celebration' on 20th November -
that should be a cracker!l

We love doing Club Swaps and Charity
Nights - normally at least a dozen
performers turn up -~ so0 why not get
your organiser to ask us along to your
Club.

Hore info : 051-526 6661 — Dave Day

:
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Increasingly folk albums of any
vintage are becoming the domain
of vinyl Jjunkies. SIMON JONES
sticks his nose into the world
of acetates, rare "B? sides, and
dlternate mixes.

So there you are with a scratiched
copy of 'Babacombe Leet' and won-~
dering about replacing. it, because
it's a favourite. The local rec=
ord store you can guarantee will
have trouble finding you & copy.
"Fairpoxrt who?% Yoh, folk is it?"
and will then rush you about £6.99
for the trouble. 8¢ a good
option should be a decent second
hand copy right? Think again ny
friend. Last time I saw a good
secondhand %Babacombe it Was
£I0. Of course you night get
Jucky and come across one in a
place that doesn't chargze the
earth, but these days more and
more folk albums of recent and
slightly superior years have
acquired infiated values. Yes,
in certain cases someone else's
dodgy copy can cost more than a
new disc; crazy isn't 1i1? The
trutin of the nmatter is taat of
late folk/folk rock albums have
becoume the targets of waat you
might call collectors, aund where
there's people willingzg to spend
there's always somebody willing
and able to make.

No doubt there’s those of you who
value your albuus like they were
gold bullion, but even more treat
then as T do; records are to be
Played and enjoyed, I've never
understood people who buy vinyl
Just 1o stare at 1t and say how
rare 1t is, Rare it may be, dbut
if the music's any good let's
hear its Thg deputy editor _on
this very magaszine will tell you
all about the delights and otherw
wise of collecting the Beatles
legacy, i%'s probably thinned
Bernie's wagllet in the process
but he now has as fine a Fab Four
collection as EMI. Collectability
and silly price tags have long
been cowmonplace on the rock
market,; now sadl, similax ar-

cuments are bein agplied to
Fhe relatively 1ai$8d folk

sphere.

S0 Why has this come about? Well
partly because in the pasi few
months rock collectors have turned

‘their attention to the early 70s

a8 a viable source of revenue.

The progressive rock phase was
seen to include much of the con=-
temporary folk, folk rock and
straight traditonal releases of
that period.  So as prices on
labels associated with one style
have soared, so have the prices

on similar musics. Hence the

high money wanted for PFairport
releases I saw at one recent
record fair, which had a knock on
effect on Sandy Denny, Richard
Thompson, Steeleye, Fotheringay,
Martin Carthy etc. Another factor
is in the fluctuations of the
artists themselves, Very often
folk rock bands only sitay together
for a limited period and so . : ‘
produce & limited number of albums
waich get rarer as iime goes on.
Folk orientated acts aren't known
as woney Spinners when signed to
major labels, thus after two or
three albums they are dropped,
contracts torn up and records de~
leted, again ensuring rarity.
Because of it's independence the
folk scene often produces itts own
albums, more likely than not.a
fixed run is made and once the
pressing is sold it's not renewed,
again leading to scareity.

In some cases it isn't simply that
the old album is hard to get.

Ver,; often the original release
may have carried a booklet, gate
fold sleeve, lyric sheet or similar
which has beer cut out of the
modern issue to avoid too much
expenses A case in point is the
lavish packaging that came with
Steeleye Span's '"Ten Man Mop'! When
it was first released in I97I, a
luxurious purple gate fold, marbled
inner and an eight page book with
the band posing at the seaside and
notes on all the tracks. Thae
I980's B&C issue is a pretiy crumby
red affir with a picture of the
band in concert, though the orig-
inal notes are duplicated on the
back. But try to find a copy of
the original aldbum and your'e
talking quite a few pounds..

Another example is the recent
reissue by Island of ‘Leige And
Leif! in it's birthday celebrs
ations, gone are the sleeve
inner and gatefold replaced by
mere copies of the front and .
back giving photos of the band
szud track listing. Surely such
& classic record deserves better
treatment.,

The market for these albums are
undoubtedly increasing as tae
months go by, Witness 'Record
Collector,' the rock Jjunkies

shop window has recently run
features on both Roy Harper and
The Incredible String Band, both
a bit hippy dippy it's true but
equally regarded as folk acis too.
In fact the same organ ran a _
Fairport piece years ago. Gold-
mine it's American sister has

Just done the sawme, matching
Fairport with Richard Thompson,
Sucl: sizns wmean c¢ullectors are
interested and ready to fork

outs Recently an enquiry to a
specialist record dealer in
Cornwgll about a2 Richard Thompson
radio transcriptior disc was aet
with a smirk when Lhe potential
customer oflered ainm fwenty juid
for the record. An American
coliector had secured it witha £200.
An extreme case you amay sa,, but
again another reason f.r owning
soume vinyl is the fact that it
isn't available elsewhere. Dig
you know for exauple that Steeleye
have recorded a whole series of
albums in Australia sirnce I982
that haven't seen the light of day
up here? Or that a Waole slew of’,
British folkies made a double albuwm
at Nyon in Switzeriand in 1979,
inc¢luding, Maddy Prior, Pairport,
Loudon Wainwright, Tannahill
Weavers and more? ©Perhaps you may
say, so What? Bult some fans do
want those discs and will pay for
them. ©Such is the mentality of
collecting that Bob Dylan bootlegs
aave even gone to the lengths of
regcording his ansaphone and issuing
that. One only hopes such fanat-
icisiu never strikes folkies.

In order to deal with this demand

& seriesof new record labels have
beern set up tocope and make long.

deleted albums available again at
& sane amount. Hannibal caters

_for the Thompson/Drake/Denny axis
. With an ever increasing roster

and Awareness does the sawe for
both Harper and Robin Williamson.

®I'd sure like to get my hands on
more stuff, but lots of it is still
underlicence or the artists dontt
wan¥ 1% out. You only have so much
mones, " says Andy Ware of Awareness.

Yet despite sucn sterling efforts
the original issues still remain
expensives It's Worth jutting down
your scratched 'Babacome ILee' and
going back %o cinecs Which of those
LPs are in good condition, some of
them could be guite valuable,

Much of the nigh price game can

be put down the Record Collector
itself which puts prices on relea-
ses in it's discozgraphies and
everyone takingthem as gospel. A
recent article which priced early
seventies albums valued Scois folk
rock band Trees who recorded for
CBS and made iwo albums at upwards
of £60 each, the first Amazing
Blondel at £I5 plus and Martin
Jenkins early Dando Shaft over £20
per album. How I'm laughing Itve
ot wost of this stuff and ittvs
not set we back anything like that.
In fact 'An Evening With Dando
Snaft' T picked un in Toronto last
Su.mer for a mere couple of quid,
dea.ers over here are asking eight
tives that for it. Things would-
't be so bad if the music some of
these rele.ses contain was of
decert proportions, but %o take

& cuse in point, Trees. Surely
rar¢ records, long deleted and
early electirified folk, but

but compared to Fairport, Steeleye
or otaer peers recording ai the
saue time it's weaw kneed and you
really do wondexr Who is daft en=-
cuzn to fork out for i1it.

Somebods is, Jjust set up in
derefordsuire in Hergest records,
proprietor I"ick Young Wwho claiuns

his wmail order outfit is !'The 1
British Folk Specialists.? "Ye :
cater for the ccllector," 1e says. 1

He does 100 aud not at the high
line prices that s.ue dealcrs
char:e,

His fourth and atest catalozsue
Jours for an S.A.T. fren Micl,
Orchnard T.use, Lower Tersast,
Kington, Herefords.ive,) lisiu
over 200 rcecords, albu.s, fro.
Albions to foung Truditior a..d
all shacdes between. (DoxT4
confuse Hergest with nall srder
outlets like Proiection or Roots
Wwho sell new albums by tiae Way e )
Hick is in fact excellent, his




service 1is guick, painless and
ruthlessly honest, he even urges
you to get in touch if you have
a complaint so he can deal with
ite Again thoush as he says,
"some albums will be expensive,
you just don't see them about.™
T suppose that is the bottom .
line, records are getting older
with each day and in the course
of time become scarce quite
raturally,

Though it is 8till worth a hunt
in Oxfaw shops and car boot sales
where you sometimes pick up elder
vinyl for a few pence. A classic
exanple happened to me recently.
As you no doubt appreciate from
my blabberings T like folk rock,
and awu ver,; fortunate that much
of it cowesny wWay because I'm &
noelr for this scandal sheet and
others, but because T didn't get
deenly into the wmusic until six
Jears or so ago, I missed much.
¥y co=editor on First Hearing
Lyndon Noon is a cumpulsive wvinyl
hoarder and mangs the hour we've
spent digging around for a bargain.
He yhoned me, "Si, there's this
sale near ug, they've got +...."
he’ reeled off a wiole list of
records and then "Alar Stivell,
his early work on Fontana., Do
Jou want it, 65p ar album, all

in mint condiiion." Being nro

mug and knoWing such albums were
the £8 plus variety I agrced.

The day was hot, Cash was flati-

e

"Camera Ready”

ARE ACCEPTED AT THE POLLOWING BATES 1

Other

ening Lendel at Wimbledon. The
phone went, it was Lyndon sound-
ing apologetic, "sorry mate the
fools had left them out in the
sup all the lot had warped beyond
playing. ¥

The signs are all there thal many
foikie albums will become
increasingly collectable and that
in certain places they'll be heavy
on the pocket when you try to re=-
place. Records appear and become
rare, the very mechanism of the
folk scene makes it soc. The impact
of long lasting compact discs on
the folk scene will I think be
winimal, & small cluich only thus
far, The appearance of cassettes
as a quick and ciheap way of gett-
ing a recording out can only
complicate the situation.

Perhaps sometime I*ll find out
what are the top collectable folk
reieases and their relevant values.
You'd be suprised what you've got
in the cupboard. Meantime ireat
sour scratched 'Babacombe Lee!
witih & bit more respect, especially
if itt's ot all the inserts ceeca
and o gatefold sleeve .e..ose And
be very careful of the bloke Who
whispers Mppssst, wanna buy a
Trees albua guv?"

Simon Jones

Size (Height x Width, mm)

1/8 page £ 3.00 £
1/4 page £ 6.00 £
1/2 page £ 12.00 £
1 page £ 24.00 £

L
oD Ww

Discounts are available for adverts pre-booked for a number of issues
(5 Adverts for the price of 4).All edvertsing is only accepted on a_pre-paid
basis,and "cameras ready” rates only apply to adverts fitting standard sizes.

y to 3—— Paul Holden (Advertising)
Ty3unleigh Road,
Bindley,Nr.iigan, WH2 2BB

67 x 92 or 92 x 63

135 x 92 or 67 x 185 or 185 x 63
135 x 185 or 270 x 92 or 185 x 126
270 x 185

Qo gLWwm
oO00aQo

Ploase enclose your
obeque payable to
HYEPFC

Picture a SC8Ne ssseses it%s a
cold winter®s evening in a pubd'
sgmeWwhere in Wigani several young

and handsome men (yes We werel),
2 few still with o¥n hair, are
deep in discussion. A few
beer-stained papers are careless-
ly strewn over the tablee... thay
never c¢lean the tablea in Wigan.
"If we get together on this one
Wwe could save a lot of money on
the deal," says one of them.

"Yes but will we get agreement
with all the rest?" asks another.
"Surely the most important factor
is mass advertising?" chips in a
third .e09s all the chips in
Wigan come in thirds.

The formation of a North=West
business consortium do I hear
Jou ask? Perhaps the start of
a multinational corporation to
solve the Yortn-West's unenpl-
oyment problem? The launch of
a brand new beer? WRONG! It
was Nigel Firth and associates
stirring a few folk elub organ-
isers into concerted action by
forming the North-West Federation
of Tolk Clubs.

HATIL TO THE FEDERATION!! Now
there's a cry (weep?) with a
ring to 1it.

That was all back in I977 = yes
the Federation has been around
for ten years .... I know it does
take a fairly substantial amount
of imagination bdbut ... There
were 14 clubs in the original
listing and 5 of them are still
going strong. (Curses! How

did that happen?) Yes, folks
that's what the Ped' can do for
Jou .. Close your club!

In fact the main aim was to supp=-
ort clubs in wvarious ways includ-
ing organising tours for perform-
ers, publicising folk events,
supporting local festivals,
holding Jjoint ceilidhs and (.
attracting the under I8s to the
folk scene s.s¢« ¥e never had .
trouble attracting them to the

pubs!

What went wrdng?

Tou uay well
ask pal, but WE are still hers..
FThat?s your excuse?

The fact is that clubs and the
people who run them have come and
gona over the years with a ro=-
sulting lack of continuity and

.the Federation is to all intents

and purposes no¥ the Newsletiter.

4 few ©0f us remain or have returned
to the fold but there is one, much
mightier than I or even Bernie
FPorkin, who has stayed through
from the beginning, taken much
criticism, sometimes justified,
often carping and petty and
carried on producing this gutter=
press folk magazine. Yes, the man
to blame for all this is NIGEL
PIRTH!

Why Nigel? Why not? I?'1ll tell
you why becuase he is the least
apathetic of all the club organ-
isers that have graced the
Federation's committee line up.
Oh! Yes, gpathy has been tha
major factor in the demise of

the Fed's other laudible aims.
"How does he know?" I -hear you
shout. Because, pal, in my time
I have been Chairman, Treasurer,
Youth Officer, Tours Organiser,
and, when Kigel had the audacity
to actually take a well earned
holiday one summer, I even had to
produce the Newsletters Even
when I resigned from the committes
things didn't improved

Don't beglieve me? Well now legtts
take them one by one like all
methodical investigators.

++e Chairman: ever tried to get
club organisers or theiy repre-
sentatives out of the woodwork to
attend a meeting? Ask Ian Wells
ho¥ many attended the last A, G.M.
see TTreasurer: ever tried to
collect money that is owed from
clubs for newsletters or subs.
without the help of Terry McCann?
Ask Kath Helden, and now we really
are aiming below the belt, how
many clubs still owe for issues
received umonths ago and, more
important, how MUCH they owe.
see Youth Officers what happened
to our lost youth? When




Sorry!
Common Prayer: I have not done what
I ought to have done. As a rule of
thumb, if the Fed has failed you in
the last six* months, it was
probably my fault.

No excuses, but an explanation is
‘that I've been too busy. Certain of
our other activists are now able to

take over some of the things 1've:

been slipping up on, and I ‘hope to
be able to concentrate on what I do
best - publicising folk music
generally and the Fed in
particular. More volunteers would
still be welcome.
.It's a long, slow, uphill battle,
but we are getting slightly more
§cknowledgement of the existence of
English traditiocnal music from
broadcasters, although ACGB and
national newspapers are still very
~difficult.

ALLISOK‘ARHSQ COPPULL
(On the naim 849 frem Wigam, abeut

5 miles frem ¥Wigen Tewn Cemire -,
sving Nertk tewards Presten)
0F

Wednesday
23wd

Frez g5 00pm

There will alse be a sealsar fer all
Felk Club Orgemisers fedturing repre-~
gentativeas fred the lecal radle
statiens. Hen-member & prespective
member clubs are all weloeme.

Alse there is a singaveusd im the daw
dswnstairs during she evining.

ENQDIRIES:

To paraphrase the Book of

=;i'.l'.'ta.ve Tarpey and I held that post
l we had | three very successful

B youth concertis,
¥ Pheatre, Wigan, one at the Guild
Eall,

| Hall, Leyland,
11t can be done but when we had

one at the Linacre

Proston and one at the Civie
In other words

*§ to give up the post did anyone

{ rush in to fill the gap?

NO, KOT

| Now, NOT THEN, NOT EVER! (Apolo-

| gies to Perry Como fans of .

COUrss. )

| ee Tours Organisers Hello, I've

zot Albion Boys of the Whipper-

| snappers Kippers on tour next
| Faster.
| acconmodation,
| "Well, I don't knoW ... I'm not
! gure if I*ve_heard of thep and
| thirty-bob is a bit over our

i budget and anyway I only book

Only tanl®ty=Dbobd plus
Interested?™

zuests once a year and we're
fully booked to a Week lasgt
Michaelmas and anyway the wife's
just left me and I can't cook .
breakfasts and ess™
oo Editors "What do you mean
it?'s going to be late? What
do.you expect when I'm still

Z:Waltlng for half the_club dates
. & and Derek Gifford to send this_
" § bloody articlel"

| Ah, but ... we HAVE survived

| where Leyland Area Folk Society
| has not,
i than
| will continue to survive and

we IHAVE lasted longer
Chorley folk' sociely and We

serve clubs and punters as long

| as there are mugs around like me, -
| Wellsy,

Capper and Bet ..

?-Nigel°

as long as you, dear reader

. oontlnue to read this drivel and
| pay your 35p to the heavy Dbloke
& that's standing over you at this
| very moment,

.

HAIL TO THE FEDERATION!

(Psst! (Who is?) Nigel, do you
think thai's pPlenic encugh? ...
Polemic¢ oese Well 1t means ....
oh, never mind.)

GIFF.

SOrry = .

THE

CAN YOU BEAT IT %

Joint secend place in the recent Hindley | by

Folk Song Contest was this song,
written & performed by Tony Hewitt:

DON'? LET THEM STOP YOU SINGING

Cheruss Don't let them stop yeu singing
You really have ne choice

For those who are still listening

They demand teo hear your veoice

You must tell of the pesr
Who go through every day
Trying te feed their children
And never find a way

Cherus

You must tell ef the fight
That must be wen

To bring total peace

One day under the sun

Chorus

You must tell of the right
That each living thing
Sheuld live another dsy
Free of suffering

Chorus

You must tell the world
For each passing day
That fer each man's joy
Someone has to pay

Chorus

You may change the world
But then you may not
But at least you tried
What else have you got

Chorus

This song i® also entered in our contest
to find the best song submitted to the
magerzine in a peried of & year.This will
be judged again moen.

Each menth, I try to publish & song or
poem which is the best of those I
have received since the previous isaune.

Send your entry tos
Song of the Month,
118,Bolten Read,
Aspull,
Wigan WN2 1XF

BODHRAN-MAKER  FRANK LEWIS

A comprehensive 60 minute tape &
booklet containing a miscellany of
information including - - - -

A "learn to play' programme,
Examples of jigs & reels etc,
] How to choose your bodhran,
wDifferent styles of playing.
The skill of the player,
Variations in tone.
About drumsticks. {
The place of the bodhran. |
Tts use and popularity, |
The making of the bodhran,

£6-350 post paid

Bodhrans

9, Leapers View,
Over Kellet, Carnforth
Lancs. LA6 1HL

made to order.

Tei.0524 734440

GUEST PERFORM

& THE McCALMANS

o GESFF IIGGINBOTTOM
B RARIAN TAVLOR

B THE KIPPER FAMILY aPilk haRE
BSARA GRAY AND B DAVE AU HELEN
. ELLIE ELLIS
Y mJOLLY JACK @ MaRTIN GITENS
a TRILOGY
| ETHE RAN TRN BAND 2tamwes s oowers
=== 2 DAYVE HUNT HCALICO
& HORTHERH COBFORT
T BCHASCHAR W GEOFF HUGHES

& CONCERTS QCEILIDH @ SINGARGUNDS & MUSICIANS SESSIONS
@ CRAFT STALLS @FOOD 8 CHILDRENS ENTERTAINMENT
® MORRIS DANCING DISPLAYS ARQUND SWINTON.

SWINTON IS SITUATED WITHIN EASY
REACH OF THE M61 (J142) 1362 (J13)
ANDM6G3{J 1 )5MILES WEST OF
MANCHESTER
WHERE THE
A580MEETS
THE AB6.

TICKETPRICES

N ADVANCE  ONTHEDAY
AFTERNOON 130 200
EVENING 250 2.20
ALL DAY 300 4.00




In this season of rainy festivals
and television repeats, what might
have been a good TV series for folk
music was rather disappointing.
BBC2's 'Celts' seemed to be at .war
with itself: Frank Delaney's

commentary was anti-cliche, while

much of the visualisation was
cliche ridden. Tucked in between
the Penge Amateur Light Operatic
staging of iron age orgies and a
modern Irish pop video were one or
two splendid moments, Paddy Tunney
appeared in two different episodes,
both times singing a little, once
- acting as alternate narrator, and
once telling a real tale.

We saw some of the Whistlebinkies,
Derek Bell, some penethlion, a
gaelic song, a waulking song, and
some Breton song and dance. The sig
tune was a drone by Enya in
sub-Irish contemporary, but the
most irritating thing was a short
appearance by producer Tony
McAuley. He delivered himself of
the phrase "folk music suggests
dead": that was in contrast to the
living tradition of Irish music!
The other good thing was a re-run
on C4 of 'Down Home'. This was
extended from three to four hours
by using 'offcuts' from the first
three. This re-run doubled
unintentionally as a valediction to
Elizabeth Cotten, writer of Freight
Train, who died recently.

A BBC2 series called 'The Wild Side
of Town', which hymned the value of
urban wildlife, was accompanied by
a jaunty march by the Albion Band,
which was commented on positively
by The Listener's TV critic. The
Llangollen 87 coverage managed to
ignore any English traditional
contributors (even though Fiddlers
Fancy were there) although the
Liverpool Scottish Dance troupe
were featured. I loved the Punjabi
dance team with broad Brum accents,
and Ukrainians both from the
Ukraine and from Reading. The most
interesting thing. about this was
the production credit: BBC Wales
Music Dept..

The C4 series 'People to People’,

treated us to 'Time on Barra'. This

was filmed in a slightly
'alternative' style, and included
islanders' comments on previous
media misrepresentation. They used
a 'waulking' song under the opening
credits, and a local accordion

player's own tune 'The Leaving of

Barra'. It was pointed out that the
'Festival of Barra', which supports
traditional music and dance, is a
modern revival by the local parish
priest.

'Grand Junction' was a fairly dull
documentary built round the Crewe
celebraticons, and included a
railway ballad. This was one of the
new independent productions on BBC
TV. The repeat of 'The She Devil'
gave us Christine Collister's voice
under the opening titles. A BBC
children's series (Treasure Houses)
on canals featured an accordion,
'Poor Old Horse' to leg to, and a
lament set to The Sheffield
Grinder.

What a headline: traditional Irish
music on R3, Irish folk musicians
at the Proms! Unfortunately, this
was part of a piece of post-modern
randomised music about James Joyce.
Accurately called Roaratorio, it
buried their performance under
extraneous sound. The Listener
preview featured the folk music
element - the Radio Times one
totally ignored it.

Meanwhile, over on R4, Maddy Prior
was credited with the creation of a
music hall song {Never RBeen Kissed

in the Same Place Twice) for a

dramatisation of Allan Prior's
novel of that name. 'Breakaway
Afloat' included €ynsford (Ladies)

Morris and Mikron. R4 did a short.
. feature on Sam Laycock (produced in
- Manchester).

“lfase'a |

A PAT OX THE BACK csesocses

I read with much interest, the
article by Simon Jones on
Canadian Musicians etee in the
April /ilay issue. It occured

to me thnat the ground work for
this article must have been quite
considerable and I really think

dhen I think of Canadian artistes
my mind automatically poes. first
to George Hdamilion who, as we all
know is regarded as a Countxy
Singer. HoWwever I would be pre=
pared to say that he's certainly
made a meal out of very many
'*Folk? songs. I could not say
anything derogetory about Canadian
music; in fact, on June 30th I987
Jeff Speed, presenter, on BEC
Raedio Merseyside ('Folk Scene')
put out & track from the Irish
band called DeDannan 'Ballroom®.
Delores Keew sang the. lead orn the
song SWEET FPORGET-ER-I0T. Itts
said that the singer collecied
the song in Canada Where it is
now regarded as sowething of a
second National Antha..

I've been impressed - and put off,
by a very broad spectirum of What
We call Folk Songs and T don't
ever rewember having heard SWEET
FORGET=}M E=IOT sung before. It
was zood. Well sung, well pres-
ented, and as always necessary
in Folk, well pronounced., Three
verses and a chorus - not too
long eithers Listen out for it,
or request it loecally. Youtll
be pleasantly impressed.

Stan Jardinee

..Bﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁww_m_

for nows ol tours, stc - what's ¢n
- togord reviews - Teatursa.

- Avalgble by subseriptien
{£2.70 for & issuas) from: :
10 Sisheps Woed,
- -Waking, . ) )
Surrey GUZL 3GA; 1
= 5 : :

| Local radio has been serving Derek
1 Gifford well with his Nature
| Trust/folk hybrid. The Manchester
& GMEX exhibition saw local radio
flinked to unleash on an
. unsuspecting public not only radio
i mini-star Norman and the whole of
| the Weavers, but the incomparable
! S. Accrington. Booked to appear in
| a former station, Stanley promptly
I sang 'The Last Train has Gone'!

| One Richard Digance re-appeared on
| Radio 2, still supported by the
| Kippers, but still denying us their
a pat on the back is most deserving. § 4y 5iny. He also appeared, without
i the aid of any support, on an ITV
i Saturday night seaside special.

1 That nice Mr Digest raised the tone
| of an otherwise quality free hour.

| Stop press: self styled fat man Tom
| Vernon, cycling across Scandanavia

for C4, came across a Swedish

| church boat tradition. Both the
| rowing across the lake, and final

procession into the church, were
accompanied by folk fiddling., They
were modern instruments, but tone

and style were very obviously

influenced by the Hardanger fiddle
tradition. _
Folkear

o &
APPEARING LIVEDERBY HALL,
MARKET STREET,
BURY
Thursday 24th
September 8pm

Bpx OFflce Opan 10am to dpalex, Sun/Tugs)
£3, {2 Members 50p off Renerv ations 061 781 221877107

i
AWk 111! =
‘“ﬂ*m%' Bury Metro Arts Association BURY

JOINT PROMOTION WITH BURY FOLK CLUB




BILLINGE FOLK FESTIVAL

Supportgd-by Greenall Whitley, to
their great credit, and held on
the worat day of an already foul
year, Billinge 8till turned out

to be pretity terrific with everyone
having a whale of a time (there

. was quite enough water to support
the well-being of the afore said
whale, so Greenpeace supporters
need not writels When I say
everyeéne, I exclude the lugubrious
director, Bernie, who retained his
customary demeanour of the family
lawyer in possesion of some
particularly unwelcome news; but
even his Keatoneasque kismser was
seen to crack sporadically wwrile
The Doonan's and Maxie & Mitch
were on.

Botw these headliners turned in
fine performances, combining great
stagecraft and muasicianaship withn

a carefree eye for twe moond of twe
audience, I1'll remember for a
long time Tve Doonan's version of
Twe Animals “"Bring It On Home To
Me". Maxie and Mitch were just
themselves w-ich means they were
the funniest thing in Christendom.
Let the hipsters sneer, asm they
will, there will always be a
welcome for this kind of astuff,

Bernard Wrigley alaso staked wis
claim in the giggle market to
great effect, Away from the
waggery, trere were corking

per formances in the Irisy mode
from Gibbons, Kelly, and Coyne

and Gentleman Soldier, some fine
unaccompanied msinging from The
Ranting Sleazos and the superb
Quartz ("After Tve Goldruan" being
a particular phighlight) and a blast
of the modern from Caught On The
ITop with fiddler Steve Padget
playing like a man possessed,
presumably fired up by the all day
bar session, ' '

Children were well catered for wit»
Rick Hlarrop's Magic Show, Codmans
Punch and Judy and Geoff
Higzinbottom'a hardworking sing
seasion. All in all, a great day
and at £ 3.50 damn good value. I
was disappointed not to mee more
local faces among the crowd,

I

though. Obviously, how you spend
your time and money is your
decision but, if you won't support
local events, then like Ormskirk
and Liverpool before tpem, tphey
will whpither and die. Don't come
crying to me when tpey do, tpat's
8.110 i

% DTHERS

sivuody wnell, not auotbher Caught On
e nog Lravelogue, 1 hiear you moan.
weli, yes and NO.sa.

First of all, let me make it clear
that 1 can't do a proper review job on
any of these festivals, for the simple
reason that we were playing at them all
which means that I couldn't get to see
all the acts that I might have wanted
to. What I can do, though, is to try to
give you a sample of what the festivals
were like, and do some sort of purely
subjective comparison between them,
from a performer's peint of view, if
you like.

Redcar PFestival, then. This took
place from 10th to 12th July at the
none-too-pretty resort on the North -
tast coast.

we were down to open-up the after-
noon concert, which we duly did, and
then sat-back to watch the rest of the
show - the one major benefit of doing..
the "Death Spot", that. Of the other
acts on the bill, however, I can
remember but little. Sheila Douglas, e
I think, was what is sometimes called .
a "veteran" performer; other than thaty
her performance, like that of Robin
Garside and Ray Fisher has been lost -
in the haze of beer that inevitably
descends on me after we've done our
spot. As I recall, we spent much of
the time outside the main hall talkin
to other North-Westerners like Bernar
Wrigley (who was due to go on after
Ray Fisher) and Geoff Higginbottom
who had just finished taking the roo
off the singaround in the bar.

We did all troop in to see the top of
the bill act, which was the Battlefield
Band. What a disappointment! I used to
think they were one of the top bands in
the country, with their use of synths
along with the bagpipes, fiddle, etc.
#hether this was just a duff performance
on the day, I don't know, but I got the
strong impression that they've biroken
their last mould, and they are now content
o go on as they are. Iknow there are a
lot of folkies, especially the purists,

© who would say so what? That's what trad,

music is all about! For me, though, when

a band starts-out along the road of being
innovative, it has to continue to innovate
~ otherwise they might as well have stayed
a straightforward traditional band.

In the evening, we did a bit of bill-
topping on our own account, albeit at a
fringe concert at Redcar Cricket Club -
not officially part of the Festival, but
something that seems to take Place every
year. With us at the concert were Tich
Frier, Ray Fisher and others, and we were
performing basically to a non-folk crowd.,
It was great! Being a non-folk audience,
the punters had no pre-conceived notions
and they just enjoyed the music.

On then To Trowbridge, alias the
"Village Pump"™ festival, which in fact is
held in a field in the village of #kingfiela
This has been my personal favourite since
we first played there in 1985, so this
review is probably biased.

Wherever you go at Trowbridge,
there are informal sessions taking place.
There is a wide choice of food avalilable,
including some tonsil-destroying iliddle-
Fastern delicacies. On the bill were the
Boys of the Lough, the Balham Aliigators,
Tonight At Noon, the Home Service, Maral,
Jim Couza and many others,

I found it an extremely friendly and
well-organised festival, with the
friendliness in large part due to the
potent brews offered by the bar. we

o settled for Smiles' Best Bitter, and
.:by the inane grins we were sporting for
. much of the time, it's easy to see how

it gets its name. As well as doing a

"Death Spot" on the main stage (which
Was well-received by the friendly

dudience), we did a ceilidh using a

local caller whose face went ashen when -
he saw the sequencers and drum machine?. .
and took part in an interesting work-
shop in which our electronic music was

mily of Canada., . . .. . o ol oo
- -Biggest disappointment of the do3t_
Ihe Strawbs, topping the bill at the .

turday concert

Sompared with the purely acoustic and  ¥1;-
traditional music _of the McDonald ...~ . :

Abiding happy memory?

There are two, really.
feature of the bar, apart from the Smiles's
Debbie, I think her name was..., Secondly,
a Wild and drunken fame of mixed soccer at

midnight The honour of the North West was
upheld by a couple of goals from Steved.
aﬁd myself, and some spectacularly bad goal
=Keeping by Bernie.

Into August, and on to Warwick. This
jakes Place in a wholée series 0f venues
‘around the town, the main ones being the
Lord Leycester Hotel, and the Guy Nelson
gall. The guest list was pretty impressive
including Whippersnapper, the Boys of the '
Lough, Maire Ni Chathasighathaidhigaigh, or
however you spell it, and Strawhead,

They certainly made us work for our
money this year. On the Friday and Sunday ,
we were to run tune sessions in the bar of
the Leycester . pot a rarticularly onerous
‘task, of course, but[it set us an interesting
problem - how does an electronic folk band
run an acoustic session? The answer is, it
doesn't - cout came the mandolin, the acoustic
fiddle, the bouzouki etc., and the other
musiciang did the rest. On Saturday, we were
»doing the "Leath Spot" again, and as at
Trowbridge, made a decent fist of it. we must

Firstly, the best

be getting used to it, I suppose. We
also did a "Meet The Band" spot that
merning, and considering no-one at the
restival had heard us yet, it was not
surprising that it was rather sparsely
rltended. Either that or we'd bhetter
invest in some decdorant for next time.
In the evening, we had the novel exp-
-erience of performing in a Unitarian
Church; an ideal venue for unaccompanied
singing, but a pig of a venue for try-
-ing to fullow the beat of a drum machine
with about fifty different echoes coming
back at you from all directions. we got
our first view of Doglogarum, a family
singing, instrumental and dancing group,
at that concert, and very impressive
they were too. well worth catching if
you get the chance.

S0 there we are, then - a band's
eye view of three festivals this year.
If you want my comparisons, for what
they're worth, these are they:

Venues, P.iA., lighting etc.- more
or less a dead heat, with possibly
Trowbridge main stage getting my vote.

Guest lists - Trowbridge 1st, then
Warwick, then Redcar.

Festival location - same order as
above.

Y"The Crack" - same order as above.
Told you I was biased!

HICM- Bo@%w




CLUB DATES - SEPTEMBER

club swap - Yarrow

singers & club AGM

singers’ night singers’ night

BURY - various

RESIDENTS

Tuesday 1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th
YARROYW VALLEY PORTWAY PEDLARS clogad closaed closad cloged
HINDLEY Singars ROGER WILSoN Singas 5 ingers 8o Vzw Bush Bose
HAGHULL THE SISTERS STEVE TURNEZR DAVE DAY GENTLEMAN SOLDIER Lancs. Wildlife *
BLACKPOOL singaround PETE LAITY BRAM TAYLOR DEREK GIFFORD PHIL SWAIN
BREVERY Family Ceilidh Family Ceilidh
+ Wednesday 2nd 9th l&th 23rd 30th
WHITEHAVEN .
~ FOLE AT THE TUTE PORTWAY PEDLARS singers’ night SCOLD’'S BRIDLE DEREK & DY BOAK HARVEY ANDREWS *
WHITE SWAN THE WILSOMN FAMILY SEAN CANNON KIRKPATRICK/HARRIS *]RAY FISHER PETE MORTON
FOLK AT THE NEST singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night singsrs’ night BULLENBUSH BAND
Thursday Ird 10th 17th 24th
DARVEN singers’ night closed JOHNNY CRESCENDO closed
POYNTON singaround singaround singaround singaround
WIGAN singaround singaround singaround singaround
MAGAZINE ENOCH KENT singers’' night singaround singaround
BURNLEY PORTWAY PEDIARS singaround singaround singaround
Friday 4th 11lth 18¢h 25th
BAEE singers’ nighe singers’' night singers’ night JORN McCORMACK
POTTERIES singers’ night JO & FI FRASER * PETE MORTON singers' night
NORTHWICHK singers' night DAVE BURLAND singers’ night GORDON TYRRALL
PORKIES
CUT ABGVE
BLACKBURN
HAMBLETON closed singers’' night singers’ night Party Night
Saturday 5th 12th 19th 26th
BURY LOL LYNCH BRAM TAYLOR QUARTZ BULLENBUSH BAND
BREWERY 17th PATRICK STREET §30th RUMILLAJTA
SOUTHPORT DUST ON THE NEEDLE ] 10th PATRICK STREET
POYNTON Ceilidh - band tba
Hizcallanecus RELATIVITY * 18th DEIGHTONS *
Sunday 6th 13th 20th 27tk
CROWN Singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night
BOTHY Socialaround ROBIN DRANSFIELD singers' night LROBSON & LEES
EAGLE & CHILD LlLosan NAauses + pilopg GiNBERS Busscr Jugy
LETGH closed closed closed GARY & VERA ASPEY
POYNTON TOM TOPPING BAND Richard Kirkman * BILL ZORN/JON BENNS JHARVEY ANDREWS
RAVE ON
WIDNES
LLANDUDNO singers’ night singers’' night MEG DAVIES singers’ night
ROCHDALE
ASHTON singaround singaround singaround singaround
KING'S HEAD
Mouday Tth lath 2lst 28th
HORWICH singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night
FRESTON TUMUN PLATT singaround singaround [rzcuarp cratmeEr
POYNTON singaround singaround singaround singaround
BREWERY *
TRITON

BOTHY - Clive Pownceby, Pete Rimmer, Paul Reid
EAGLE & CHILD - Caught On The Hop, Quartz,
Bric-a-Brac

LEIGH - Trevor & Joan Hunt, Calico

RAVE ON - Voluntsers

LLANDUDNO - Stuart King, The Rambling Boys

HORWICH - Joyce Riding, Tom Ferber

POYNTON (Mon.) - Joe Beard and friends
(Thurs.) - Vic Hassal and friends

TRITON - Ages Apart

BREWERY (Mon.) - Mountain Road

HINDLEY - Pannygate, Pocheen

MAGHULL - hundreds of ‘am
WHITEHAVEN - Knotted Cord
FOLX AT THE TUTE - Phil Capper, Ian Brandwood,
Mike Evans, Lemon & Me.Carthy
WHITE SWAN - Ceoff Higginbottom, John O'Hagan,
Dave & Helan Howard, Patas Morton,
Andy & Alison Whittaker, Hellarin' Pot
FOLX AT THE NEST - Northern Comfort, Phil Clayton
YAROW VALLEY - Derek Gifford
WIGAN - Joan Blackburn
HAGAZINE - Dave Locke, Ranting Sleazos, Frank & Hele
BEE - variocus
FORTHVICH - Sean & Sandy Boyla, Graham Sowarby,
Tony Howard, Satra Burden & Ian Sherwood,
Jamfe Andersen
BLACKBURN - Pandlea, Ian Hornby

Jack Coutts, Mary-Ann Wise, Arthur Carnace

n Mc.Call,

CLUB DATES - OCTO

Thursday ) lat . Bth 15th 22nd 29¢h
DARVEN Lancs. Wildlifa * { closed aingara’ night clossd singers’ night
POTRTON singaround singaround singaround singaround singaround
WIGAR ‘singaround singaround singaround singaround singaround
HMAGAZINE HARE & WISE * singers; night gingers’ night aingers' night PETE CASTLE
BUSNLEY singaround Lancs. Wildlifa % STEVE TURNER singaround singaround
Friday 7nd 9ch l6ch 231d 30¢th

BEE singers’ night STEVE TURNER singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night
POTTERIES "BRIAN PETERS GREGSON & COLLISTERY JIM COUZA singars' night MABSANT
HORTHWICH singers’ night G & E PRATT *» singers' night TOM McCONVILLE GRAHAM SOWERBY
PORKIES : o

CUT ABOVE

BLACKBURN .

HAMALETON JIM ELDON singers’ nighe singers’ night singers’ night SARA GREY/ELLIE ELLIS
Saturday Jrd 10th 17¢h 24th Iist

BURY CERRY HALLOM RICHARD GRAINGER TOLL BAR BAND * TAYLOR/EDWARDS * TOM SHETLEY'S BAND
BREWERY FLACO JIMENEZ 9th DE DANNAN 15th OYSTER BAND

SQUTHPORT 2nd BALHAM 'GATORS* 16th MARY COGHLAN 26th STEELEYE SPAN § 30th TOM PAXTON
POYNTOR "COTH" CEILI BAND

Mizcallaneous 23rd/24th Ceilidhs*

Sunday 4th - 1lrh 18th 25th

CROWH singers' night singers' night singers’ night singers’' night

BOTHY singers’ night ROY BAILEY singérs' night JOHN JAMES

EAGLE & CHILD S Gsans SuAr ARCADE JMARTIN Conplosd CrnEsFRYE

LEIGH JOLLY JACK singers’ night THE KNOWE O'DEIL MARIE LITTLE

POYRTON guest t.b.a. guest t.b.a. CILLA & ARTIE * Eric Brock memorial

RAVE ON

WIDNES

LLARDUDXO PHIL HARE singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night

ROCHDALE

ASHTON singaround singaround singaround singaround

KING'S HEAD

Monday 5th 12th 19¢h 26th

HORWICH ‘singers' night singers’ night ROSIE HARDMAN singers’ night

PRESTON Lanca. Wildlife #* ROGER WILSON singaround BERNARD WRIGLEY

POYNTON singaround singaround singaround singaround

BREWERY

TRITON singers’ night singers’ night KATHRYN TICKELL * BRAM TAYLOR

Tuesday 6th 13ith 20th 27¢th

YARROW VALLEY singers’ night closed closed closed

HINDLEY Shngevg singers Knowe o'&.’t!_ S14ges,

MAGHULL PETE MORTON {tbe) singers’ night CREAM OF THE BARLEY [singers' night

BLACKPOOL singaround STEVE TURNER PACKET OF THREE singers’ night

BREWERY Family Ceilidh Family Ceilidh

Wednesday 7th lath 21st 28th

WHITEHAVEN

FOLK AT THE TUTE FLASH COMPANY * DAVE BURLAND (the) {THE KIPPER FAMILY VIN GARBUTT

WHITE SWAN singers' night TIM LAYCOCK ARTISAN ANONYMA

FOLX AT THE NEST singers' night singers’ night singers’ night singers' nighc

NOTES

Brewary Mons.
various various
Sept. 5S5th-° Misc.
1lth  Potterias
13th  Poynton
15th W. Swan
18th HMisc.
30eth  Tute

MOUNTAIN ROAD idnd guests

Lancashire Wildlife Appeal benefit nights
at saveral clubs as noted

1 day famt{val at Verdin Park, Northwich
JO & FI FRASER with RALPH JORDAN

Richard Kirlman Memorial Concart

JOHN KIRKPATRICK and SUE HARRIS

THE DEIGHTON FAMILY at Melling Tithabarn
includes Lancs. Wildlife

Oct, 1lst Magazine

Ind Southport

Jth  Tute

9th  Northwich
17th  Bury
18th Poynton
19th Tricon
23rd  Misc,
24th  Bury

Hisc.

PHIL HARE & MARY-ANN WISE

THE BALHAM ALLIGATORS

MARTIN SIMPSON'S FLASH COMPANY

GRAHAM & EILEEN PRATT

Ceilidh at Derby Hall - TOLL BAR BAND
CILLA FISHER & ARTIE TREZISE

KATHRYN TICKELL plus Derek Gifferd, Quartz

and Eddie Morris

Bothy Ceilidh at St. Johns Hall - HOT BUNCH

RON TAYLOR & SUE EDWARDS

Northwich Ceilidh




CLUB DATES - NOVEMBE f~ Lancashire Trust for
— . € Nature Conservation
e LR LI [ e peees | ’

BOTHY singars’ nigh gh _ 6]2’

with Greater Manchester and Mers eyside

EAGLE & CHILD NnppEmgungper | Srogas HAREY Aswdsws | Comsaar SrrEgans ' : f’ 63

1XI6M guast t.b.a. singars’ night PAUL METSERS REDMAYNE HEATHER WHITTAKER p W

POTNTON guest t.b.a. guest t.b.a JAKE THACKRAY THE KNOWE O'DEIL  fguest t.b.a. : l /Aé y < é fvﬁ ;W ﬂ?
RAVE OB # J :
WIDNES

LILANDUDNO singars’ night GEOFF HIGGINBOTTOM singers’ night - singers’ night singers’ night WITH BVENTS IN I.AI\CA.SHIRE FOLK CLUBS TO FOLLaW A MAJOR OPENLKG a}u:ERT - ALL MEDS
ROCHDALE TAUWARDS LANCASHIRE'S WILDLIFE THROUGH THE LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE APPEAL

ASHTON singaround singaround singaround singaround singaround

KING'S HEAD _ .

Honday 2nd gth 16th 23rd 30th S ATURDAY 26th SEPTEMBER ° 8 15 -

HORWICH singers’' night singers' night KASHMIR singers’ night singers’ night : . - . B N o

PRESTON singaround STEVE TURNER singaround singaround $ingaround . -y ppaSReg R, A ~ l

POYNTON singaround sfngaround singaround- singaround singaround i ¥

BREWERY ) [

TRITON singers’ night singers’ night MARTIN WYNDHAM-READ singers’ night singsrs’' nighe

Tuesday 3rd 10th 17th 24th Dec. 1lst

YARROW VALLEY RICHARD GRAINGER  Jelosed closed . closed closed

HINDLEY Singers ca,#-‘tg%;ubafbn singers | Tim Cooza sihgesx .

MAGHULL singers’ night singers’ night. . MIKE SILVER 7" ¥gingers’ night singers’' night :

BLACKPOOL JOLLY JACK singaround TILSTON_ & BéYL_E * singaround THE KNOWE Q'DEIL i

BREWERY Family Ceilfdh

L Family Ceilidh ﬁ o . ; = i e
Wednesdsy 4th en ] e 25th Dec. 2nd | B Y e £ - . ; : %pe/”é’/g g[ﬁd’/dd

POLK AT THE TUTE  |MAIRE ni CHATHaSAZGHlALLAN TaAVIOR . DAN ar BRAS . J4th "Folk Aidn PAUL, METSERS

. ' 1
WHITE SWAN RICHARD GRAINGER ALISTAIR ANDERSON #§ LIZZIE HICCINS FIONA SIMPSON guast t.b.a : g OF WY ] , AT LANCASHIRE POLY. .
FOLK AT THE NEST singera’ night - singers’ might singers® night '~ |singers’ night singers’ night ' : : ) SR . . ' th]_l
_ . \ BN - . Wildlife Goods - Informa
Thursday 5th 12th 19¢ch . 26th Dec. 3rd AN } X, o ar - +
DARWEN closed singers’ night ‘elosed - - - REDMAYNE closed : - Cuctden Patk . e I =
- - , ¢ Dixon L.T.N.C., 124129 - ~
POYNTON singaround singaround singaround. .. .. 1singaround singaround ;‘-‘}ﬁﬁ’;féﬁﬁiﬁwzﬁt‘?&mﬁ?fdse P“"*ﬁo" Pﬁ gfé a.[t-ift No 0772 Pl lce£o 0
X S { 4 4 . i e1aa
HIGAN singaround singaround singaround - singaround singaround and Lancashite Evening Post 127 Fisherg
HAGAZINE singers' nisht singers' ﬂisht 5ingers' ﬂight e DEREK GIFFORD Siﬂgﬁrs' night . ¥ = . v i — — ;. P T L T e
BURNLEY singaround singaround singaround . 7. {singaround singaround : : i R . 4 gl A .
g g g SR g ga [ ¥t _ “chﬁ( 6{g’Spec:ml SingersNights
Friday 6th 13th 20th 27th Dec, 4th . Sp@ﬁ ‘
BEE singers’ night singers’' night singers' might  Fsingers’ night singers’ night Aéé OI@RZAWA‘SW/EE Tues 29th Sept 0.30pm. Maghull Folk Club, Maghuil
i R Contact: Dave Day 031 526 6661
POTTERIES DICK MILES ALLSTAIR ANDERSON + | singers’ night PHIL HARE t.b.a GuestNights
FORTHWICH PYRAMID singers' night THE KNOWE O'DEIL . §JULIE KENNINGTON t.b.a . o Thurs lst Oct B.30pm Darwen Folk Club, Darwen
SR o Sun 27th Sept 8.30pm Fagle and Child Folk Club, Billinge Contact: Joan Molloy 0706 220511
PORKIES . T Guests: Bull and Bush Band plus Residents
CUT ABOVE : : Contact: Bernie Forkin 0744 53058 Sun 4th Oct 8.00pm Bothy Folk Club, Southport
A : o ; : Contact: Clive Pownceby Q51 924 5078
BLACKBURN I . Hon 28th Sept 8.15pm Horwich Folk.Club, Horwich |
HAMBLETON singers’ njight singsrs’ night singers' night' ' §JEZ LOWE singers’' night ; Guest: Shep Woolley , Mon 5th Oct 8.30pm Swinton Folk Club, Swinton
: : idi 2306 tact:
Saturday Th Toth s . 28th Dec. seh Contact: Joyce Riding 0257 79230 Contact: Ced Todd 0942 811527
BURY DICK MILES COCKERSDALE DAVE TCWNSEND: PETE CASTLE WHISKY BEFORE B'FAST* : Wed Sept 30th 8.45pm Folk at the Tute, Kirkham Moo 5th Oct B.15pm Tr:i!:nzn Folk Clt)Jb', Liverpoocl
o RIS ! Guest: Harvey Andrews Contact: Doreen Rickart(wark only) U51 227 3911 Ex 448
BREWERY Sth Bonfire Ceilidh {SILLY SISTERS * s Contact: Phil Capper 0772 684537
SOUTHPORT INCANTATION 13th LOUDON W, III | R 26th CAPERCATLLE Hon Sth Oct 8.30pm Preston Folk Club, Preston
: Wed Sept 30th B.15pm White Swan Folk Club, Manchester Contact: Hugh 0'Donnell 0772 745498
POYNTON ¢ilich (band tba) [ R Guests: Alistair Anderson, Willie Taylor, Joe Hutton, Will Atkinson ]
Miscellaneous Ceill - USQUEBAH * § : Contact: Anne Morris (61 8818254 Tues 6th Oct,Yarrow Valley Folk Club, Croston

Contact: Derek Giffard 0704 822574

Thurs lst Oct 8.30pm Royton Falk Night, Royton

N g AR S i Guests: Clive Gregsan & Christine Collister with John Kirkpatrick Tues 6th Oct B8.30pm Hindley Folk Club, Hindley
=S THE NEXT HSSUE HS FOR ‘ Contact: Phil Brown 061 626 5993 : Contact: Kath Holden 0942 58459
mn—- . :
Nov. 8th  Borhy "Dance Stance" with ARGAMELES CLOG and ECE \/]@E & : fri 2nd Oct 8pm Westhoughton Folk Club, Westhoughton Wed 7th Oct 8.30pm White Swan Folk Club, Manchester
SOUTHPORT SWORDS z ( Guests: Graham and €ilesn Pratt Contact: Anne Morris 06t 881 8254

llth W, Swan ALISTAIR ANDERSON with JOE HUTTON, : Contact: Pat Batty 0942 812301 :
13th  Potteries WILL TAYLOR & WILL ATKINSON Wed 7th Oct B.30pm. Cross Keys Follk Club, Saddleworth

" Southport LOUDON WAINWRIGHT IIT ALL CL&‘B ATES MUST _ gat irdcnct a}.{:gim Bury Folk Club, Bury _ Contact: Pat Courtman 04577 3202
th  Bravary "SILLY SISTERS" with JUNE TABOR, . ; uest: Gerry Hallom : o R T
MADDY PRIOR and band g Contact: Jean Seymour 081 761 1544 Thurs @th Qct 8.30pm Buraley Folk Club, Burnley
BE INBY NOVEMBER i1ST = - [ ey g
STEVE TILSTON & MAGGIE BOYLE ' . . i ] sun 4tk oct 8.15pm. Leigh Folk Club, Loigh : :

17th  Blackpool . T R
21st  Misc. Cailidh with USQUEBAH at Norchwich Guest: Jolly Jack : Fri 9th Oct’8.30pm Blackbure Folk Club, Blackbuyrn
Cantact: Steve Eckersley 0942 677955 ;. Conkack: Ron’Crane, 025440347, -
Dec. Sth  Bury WHISKY BEFORE BREAKFAST -' ¥

——— another event sponsored by Lancashire Evening Post
__"I:"H::i';é"Aavje'_i_'_ﬁi'sem'ent;-- has been sporsered by fké::_;ﬁ.':ﬁ: Fé@_erﬁti'oh of Folk Clubs
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"Not Redcar again? Den't you
know the Tandoori Restaurant
has closed as well as Augustus
Barnett’a wine 8hop?' .scese :
In addition ithe guest list was
so beset with changes this year
that it's a Wonder John Taylor
didn't give up, what With Fred
Jordan and Keith Marsden both
in hospital after heart attacks.
Thankfully neither men are
seriously i1l but we Were all
wondering who would be next -
even Derek Elliot refused a
plate of chips on Saturday
night!

But with the regular combination
of concerts, singarounds, .
ceilidhs, workshops and 'unoffe
icial' 8inging and wusic sessions
Redcar still retained it's magzic.
With the absence of the 'crack'
at the Lobster on Friday nignt

I popped into the evewning concert
at the Coathaw Hotel first. Here
Syzyey Sno, I can't pronounce it
either!) were just ending their
8et of unusual contempurary songs.
They have an original Yavant-
garde' sort of approach to the
music which is refreshing to the
~eaTr but takes a little time to
get accustoned to. Artisan
completed the concert with one

of their sets of excellent
harwony singing.

Thence to the opening ceilidh at
the Redcar Bowl where Hugh Rippon
¥Was calling the dances and the
Peeping Tom Ceilidh band was
providing the musie. An inn-
ovation this year was the
inclusion in the¢ dancing dis-
Plays of traditional folk groups
from Bangladesh (Udichee) and
West Germany (Groenegau) Who
looked resplendent in their
colourful costumes. Next year
it'll be Redcar International!

Finally a quick look in at Pete
Bett's folk club singaround in
the Functions Suite (fondly
known as the 'sauna') where
things were well under Way; so
well that the night ended with
renditions of *Wild Mountain
Thyne' and *All the Good Times
are Past and Gong'! and everyone
\thought it was Sundey and time %o
jzo home!

Later, back at the caupsite, the
Wilsons were reminding us that we'd
only Jjust started by leading the
8ingsong in the showerw~block +ill
the early hours ..... I hii the sack
eaTly = I've been to their sessions
in previous years and didn't want
festival lag by Saturday lunchtime.
L

It rained quite hard on Friday .
night but by Saturday the weather
was Warming up &s I warmed to the
sound of Ray Fisher who Tran a
smashing 1little workshop entitled
'Sing Us a ¥ew Song' at the Pig &
Whistle. This is also the new venue
for Redcar's Cutty Wren folk club
and was an . excellent pleace to hold
the singaround which followed hosted
by vhe Portway Pedlars plus the rest

‘of the Berry family.

I left a little early to get a chance
to have a sing in the Open Shanty
competition at the Swan Hotel, run
in the absence of it's instigator
the late Gus Russell, by Cris Roach.
Unfortunately the sparse attendance
at this event lead to it's early
demise., A pity both for the shanty
singers and the wmemory of Cus's
efforts to get the thing started.
Perhaps the answer is to include it
as part of one of the .singarounds
(as was s.ccessfully done at the
'"National') and for it to be more
of a sihanty session rather than a
workshop/lecture. For Gus's sake

I hope it is repeated next year in
a modified form.

At the afternoon concert at the Swan
I just caught the tail end of a
hilarious set by Derek Brimstone and
some fine singing and melodian play-
ing from our own local lad Keith
Hancock. R. Cajun & the Z;deco
Brothers rounded things off with a
lively and noisy session which
sounded even better from the bar!

The evening c¢oncert was held at the
Coatham Hotel Ballroom which although
& plush venue suffers from bar noise
despite the heavy drapes. Notable
moments were Pete Betts anc Vin
Carbutt doing a double act with
Pete’s "They Don't Write 'Em Like
That Any ¥ore' and Brimstone
WowWing everyone With wigzard
guitar work and Cockney wit.

-The evening ceilidh was as usual
in full sWing by the time I go%
back to the Bowl and big *Geordfia!
Keith was attempting to maintain
order in the singaround in the
'*sauna'. The singing carried on
later at the campsite of course.

(s10?) a few more of the old
songs from Trunch, Brimstone
again (), Vinny, say no more,
and a super set from Swan
Arcade Who did many of the songs
featured on their latese LD, I
left as Whippersnapper were
¥hipping everyorie up into a

Instead of my usual jaunt to one frenzy

of the four Sunday singarounds I
decided to attend 'A Lunchtime
with Cecil Sharp and Ashley
Hutchings®; I was not disapp=-
ointed. Ashley mixed his own
personality with that of Sharp's
by creative use of Sharp's hat.
and had everyone enthralled for
an hour and a half including a
break while S8harp had a post-
prandial nap! These little
dramatisations at festivals

make & very pleasant change from
the music - if only more organ= &
isers would take the plunge.

The Albion Bank and Hugh Rippon
Were doing the same at the Bowl
;n the final ceilidh and Tom
Wilson was vainly trying to fit
in all the guests and floor
Singers into the informal concert
in the 'sauna'. I remember this
session _from last year and like
then it was a bit of a wish-mash
With many disappointed floor
singers and irate members of

staff trying Yo get evegone out
by II.30! Vinny took the

honours for both staying c¢alm and
finishing his set of three songs.
Yet another madcap ending to a
super festival of which I have
only managed to cover a small
part.” It's their 20th next year..
See you therel

- The Sunday afternocon concert
was & six hour marathon - only
a few stayedthe Waole course.
I managed to see the Wilsons,
a8 polished as ever - mainly
because Pat Wwas keeping the
lads in order, The Kippers,

who have managed to dig up Derek Gifford

BoB.C. RADIO MANCHESTER'S "FOLK LIKE US"™ PRESENTS .ese.

4 DOUBLE ALBUM-LENGTH CASSETTE FEATURING:

Stanley Aocringten,les Barker,Maggie Billington,Martin Crthy,
Electrepathic Battiery Band,Fairpert Cenventien,Gentleman Seldier,
Clive Gregsen & Christine Cellister,Keith Hanoceck,Geef{ Higginbetten,
Heughton Weavers,Gerden Jenes & Beb Thomas,Kashmir,Jehn Kirkpatrick,
Pete Merten,Teny Hyland,Jehn O' Hagan & Dave Howard,Lyn Paercival,
Brian Peters,Pat Ryan,Fiena Simpsen,Bram Tayler,Tem Shepley's Band,
Tem Tepping Band,Bernard Yrigley.

All presceeds te ge te the BBC "Children in Need Appeal®

Send te:
"Children in Need Album",
BBC Radie ¥anchester,
QrOo Bax 90, -
Oxferd Reoad,
Hemchenter MG60 1SJ

Cheques/P.0.'s payable e "Children im Need ippeal




STRICTLY Speaking,this is & book &
cassette,so probably should be under
the record reviews,but I thought it
would be better noticed hers - EDITOR

RING O' BELLS COUNTRY DANCE BAND
"Square dance Saturday Night"

Book & Camsette BEEQOO?2

This combination is ideal for either the

new club, or a new band that's about to
get going.So many bands have commented
that at the skari,they were at a less
as to what tunes to put to what dances
and indeed what tunes went beat with

each other 1o make up the dance sequence.

Te do real justice to all concerned I
will take the book and cassette as two
separate items of discussion, and talk
about the book first,

The book is a real joy in what it has

to offer, and also the way it has been
produced. Beautifully presented and well
written, wiith the dance notation
followed by the set of tunes.The tunes
have been carefully selected to follow
on both in tempo and tonality.It is so
easy to have tune after tune in the same

key, so that no matter how good the tune,

it will become boring on the ear. Hot so
with this - each tune with a subtle and
fitting change of key providing good
music to dance to and to play.Also, at
the beginning of the book a full list in
great detail, of all the dances, tunes,
bars , formation and time. An invaluable

guide to new bands and occasional callers

alike.I really cannot enthuse about the
book too much, and would say to all
aspiring bands and callers: go out and
get your copy todayd

I wish I could enthuse about the band as
muchd Den't get me wroeng; they play
lively, danceable music, but I feel they
are crying out for variety. When you
look at their line-up and ithe range of

instruments on offer, the tape is crying |
! Paul Holden - Wigan (0942) 58459.
d| we HoPE 70 SEE YOU NEXT SEASON AT HINDLEY FOLX CLUS.

out for arrangement., All the tracks
sound much the same and really there
should be much more variety.

There isn't a bad track, but equally
there isn't one that particularly
stands out — except track 3 on side
one. The difference is the varisty

they manage to put into this danceg
instead of starting with the whole band
the glockenspiel starts on its own,
giving a breath of reief,By far the
best track on the cassette,

Having said all that, its still a
creditable effort from a band with a

lot to offer.As the introduction states
"the band plays with the intention that
the dancers should enjoy dancing as much

as’Ring O' Bells! enjoy playing for them™-

and there is a lesseon for us all to
learn and remember.

Kevin Downham

(By Kind permission of Roy Smith and
Lancashire Wakes)

DE DANNAN: Ballroom

warthington hotel,

market st,

Hindley Follk Club walcomes anyone who enjoya listening to,
or would liks to kmow more about folk musiec.

The reaident group is Hindley's PENNY GATE who have an
interesting snd entertaining repertoirs, and are alwaya
there to hoat the nighta. . -

Yourdon't harve to be a membaer - juat cone along.

‘Cur ainger's nights give an opportunity to local singers,
| musicians and poats.to try out thedlr talantzs. Many of the
national and iuternaticnal folk artiasts started on their
way'as "floor singera® around their local folk cluba.
Come and have & go or relax and enjoy scmeone elsge,

We also like to provide guesta every two or three waeks,
sometimes solo artiats, somatimes banda, but always moast

entertaining snd varied.

an 29th August 1987.

GUEST NIGHTS
Sept B8  Roger Wilsen
Sept 29 Bullen Bush Band from Somerset
et 20 Knowe 0'De’'il from Orkney Islands
Nov 10 Geoff Higginbottom from Manchester
Kov 24 Jim Couza
Dec a Hie Dow

All other Tuasdays are

from London

now tased on The Fylde
inger’s nights.

Further information from residents and organisers Xath and

PEINTITX
G ATTE

regitenis -

TUESDAYS 8-30.m

After s summer break, the club re-opens with a singer's night

American based in Somerset

W,E.A, Records DDLP T

The last De Dannan LP I bought and
lisvened to was back in 83, I
thoroughly enjoyed the sound and
compilation of that record,there-
fore I looked forward with
interest to reviewing this copy

of their latest '87 offering.

Three of the '83 line-up appear on.
this new LP, however I shall not
enter into a discussion of com-
parisons, but rather look at it
entirely on it's o¥n merits,

Right! The very first thing which
struck me, after only about I8 or
20 bars was the crispness and
quality of the recording. It Was
a "treat to me ears". All too
often we hgve to put up with in-
different recordings and poor
pressings - I suppose because We
have what is described as a
'minority interest’,

The contents of the record I found
to be a Well balanced mixture of
instumental and vocal tracks. The
excellence of the accordian playing
by MARTIN O'CONNOR, ably supported
on the fiddle by FRANKIE GAVIN
creates a feeling of real excite-
ment in the reels and jigs. The
inclusion of two JEWISH reels:

A Shepherd's Dream, and Onga
Burcharesti, can only be described
as inspired. The sound and musical
picture De Dannan create must be
heard to be believed. )

DELORES KEANE has a voice like pure

Irish Velvet and gives a good
account of herself on all four of
the vacal tracks. My personal
favourite is the latest anti-war
song from Bric Boglet All the Fine
Young Men (ihe last anti-war song
he intends to write, claims Eric!)

It is destined to join the ranks of

The Band Played Waltzing Matilda
and The Green Pields of France.

My only real criticism is of the

last track on the record. Oh dear,
oh dear sss20e0
1f it had been track one, side one,

" the rest of the record may never

I can only say that

have been heard.

With that one monstrous exception
a superb record, thoroughly
recommended to lovers of good folk
music,

COLIN WILSON

RED SHIMP's BACK IN THE RED
Backshift BASH 4I1.

If nothing else this bouncy record
tells it like it is. Life up in
our neck o8 the Woods isn't all
that pleasant, we do have our
problems. But despite all ihe
gloom we face there i8 a resil-
ience and havppy go lucky philosophy
that surfaces alongside the north-
ern 'grit'. Above all Red Shift
reflect their environment, a fact
with which I should imagine Pete
Coe is well pleased. Hard hitting
social comment like 'The Waves Of
Tory' or 'Sold Lown The hiver
~gain' are vignettes for the north
sung with conviction and the hope
that eventually things will change
for the better. God bless them too
they've included a new Bob Pegg
song, (when -will somebody give
that guy the recongnition he des-
erves?) 'The Last Dance' a seni
religious piece about a kind of
Armazeddon, taken out on a storm-
ing set of tunes. Failing the
chance to see these perceptive

and precise musicians live with
their 'Northern Echoes' suow then
the record's ‘the next best thing.

Why even our deep blue depu‘b,‘j
editor would like this one.

Simon Jones




KATHRYN TICKELL: BORDERLANDS
Black Crow CRO 210.

Despite my particular liking of the
sound of the Northumbrian Small
Pipes I did wonder if a whole album
of tunes on this delicate instru=-
ment might begin to pall after s
while. In fact Kathryn is far

more versatile than being merely a
player of the small pipes and her
fiddle playingwhich is also feat-
ured is as proficient as her piping

Reels, polkas, hornpipes, airs and
lullabyes fairly flow from this
talented young lady and it is easy
to understand why she has beén

Been on so many club and festival
lists in her so far short career,
Triplets, the musical kind, are but
a8 minor challenge to her and 'Wark
Pootball Teaw', which is her own
composition, seems to def; the fact
that she only has ten fingers like
the rest of us!?

She has also written five other
tunes on the album which are all a
delight especially 'Brafferton
Village! which is crying out for
someone to write words to it
(Sogwcroft, et over here and list-
en

Kathryn is skillfully assisted by
several of her friends who play a
variety of guitars, piano, cittern
and Scottish Small Pipes and on
concertina by one Alistair Anderson
which is a significant compliment
indeed from one of the folk scene's
most accomplished musicians, The
only track I'm not sure about is
the last, 'The Flowers of the
Forest! which includes Rod Clements
on bass and slide guitar - the
piping is fine but the accompaniment
doean®t quite fit somehow.

There is a Wwealih of material here
for musicians or for those of us
who, like me; can only listen in
wonder and amazement c.... I Wonder
if I could write some words to thati
track on side two .... I must play
it again ... no, I%1l1l play it all
againl! -

Derek Gifford

DEREX GIFFORD: WINE, BIARDS & SONG
Fellaide G2048

Baving enjoyed singing with Giff

a2t his various clubs over the years
and having enjoyed the hospitality
for which he and his wife Janet are
Justifiably renowned, I Was very
pleased to receive a copy of his
first album WINE, BIRDS & SOKG to
review. '

Some years ago Eric Winter, in
giving me some instruction in the
art of reviewing, told me that ro=-
viewing an album you liked was easy;
you listened - you liked it < you
said so. Thehgrd ¥ork came When
you didn®t like it because then it
was necessary to play it over many
times to see if one's opinion would
change on repsated, bhearing, and in
order to analyse exacitly what it
was one didn't like abeout it.

With a pleasant feeling of antici-
pation I played WINE, BIRDS & SONG
for the first time - thought back
to Bric Winter's instructions =
and played it againd?! Then I
started to Worry because I really
liked it, and I thought of all the
¢ynics who, not knowing @Giff's
work, Would think that I was writ-
ing this review with one eye on
that wondexful cellar of
Spaetleses and Ausleses that I
have so often sampled and enjoyed.
However I think that everybody
will welcome this permanent record
of a small selsction from his wide
repertoire.

For those of you ¥Who don't know
Derek Gifford, he has been resident
singer and organisser of clubs in
the Midlands and Lancashire for 20
yo8ars., PFor the past 3-4 years he
has been reaching a wider audience
with Festival appearancss and
country-wide tours. He is a good
gsinger and a compitent guitarist,
®who also plays a very effective
bowed psaltery. On WINE, BIRDS &
30FG he presents a varied and '
nicely balanced programme of _
familiar and not so familiar songs
with a couply of refreshingly
different versions, in particular
PHE TATLOR AND THE CROW, and the
HERRING SONGe. o

RECORDREVIEWSRECORDREVIEWSRECOR

Nice to see my good friend Keith
Scovweroft's ALE OF OLD ENGLAND
(with tune by Giff) on record.
This is a song that is destined
to be heard in many & bar and
festival beer tent sing in the
future.

FPor me one track stands out head
and shoulders above the rest.

DARK ISLAND - just Giff singing
with bowed psaltery, but with an
almost sub=liminal solo female
harmony line which gives the track
a beautiful ethereal quality.

It!'s worth getting the album for
this one track.

Side two kicks off with a lively
rendition of WIBSEY PFAIR which
makes effective use of the talented
friends Giff has gathered together
to back him,.

Another itrack worth singling out
for mention is Graham and Eileen
Pratt's THE MINSTREL. A demanding.
song to sing it is very well :
tackled here,

The album rounds off nicely with
Giff and friends very obviously
enjoying MON LIKE THEE.

Giff mate, this is a cracking
good effort which should give
pleasure to your friends and Win
you lots more.

Jonny Collins

THE THEICHICN FAMILY 'Accustic Music To Suit Most
Cocesians' ROUE RECCRDE FMEL 2010
MWWW

.Irnvm;twmﬁmﬂm'e'cffolkmsic,arﬁevmifl
" had, T wouldn't be so pretentious as to meke such a

claim. However I know that whilst its.neme isn't THE
DETGITON FAMILY, the fubire can wait whilst we all slap
on this recard, get happy and weste no time on such
imponderables.
Yarll;nxdﬂyhmmxﬁaiﬁnl%ncﬁmxsibm\axﬂn
hmd,gthshmmsne1ﬁmmat(h&¢a‘a~ﬂﬁﬂy
fegtivals or had Dave Day bend your ear about their
ﬁﬂdn&s.ﬁnh~un£&nmﬁchnmamidam*ﬁwin
nrﬂxmhg.untyafvehaudisalltnnzmdivs
cqﬁunﬁcpﬁnfhﬂhﬁdhralﬂﬁs'ImiA.Amhnxn-
label' albam. .

(THE STCRY SO FAR.... The Deightons are a six-piece
family bend - Mm, Dad and the 4 kids ranging in age
ﬁxmlDiDlQ,ﬂﬁd1Naw;&mmﬂqdﬁﬁaﬁsmnﬂu&h
&Uulﬁﬂkpq)a1avmﬁdwcfinmzummw:kmhﬂhg
gﬁtns,fﬁdms,mmdﬂﬁs.fhﬁz,nekﬂxnemal.
Fin is the prime ocbjective but with "Folk's" new
validity to the person in the street, the bend les
found itself much in demand for gigs, increasingly far

" and wide. You can thark Jamn Leonard for finding 'em,
" Andy Kershaw for Radio 1 exposure and Ian A. far the

marketing job. NOW READ (N....)
mzhy&mﬁlmabmk;d‘ﬁﬁsr&nnimmhinnﬂyh&
superfluas.A track listing which includes "Travelling
Light', 'Hardscme Molly', & 'Ternessee Wig Walk' gives
ya;anhmﬁcﬁ‘ﬁeexknﬁckncﬁ‘ﬂﬁ[bnmtnltuﬁ»
hold where Bill Moroe rubs tumtables with A-ha, &nd
why not? A
Dave and Josie Deighton have taught their children well
The msicianship throughout is mare than campetent,
meking up in feel what it lacks in techno-wizardry.
To summarise - very enjoyable, nothing cerebral but my
feet are hapyy, and you'd have to heve a pretty narrow
outlodk en life generally not to warm to this disc.
The family that plays together, stays together y'lnow.
O CLIVE PCWNCEBY
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Pick of the Crop

Geoff Higginbottom, Flowers Tomorrow,
Nick Dow, A Mark upon the Earth, 014
Sara Grey & Ellie Ellis, "You gave me

First, our own Geoff Higginbottom,
whose first record Flowers
Tomorrow fulfils the promise of
his excellent tape, Songs from the
Levenshulme Triangle, This is an
enjovable selection of traditional,
contemporary, and self-written
songs, performed with spare and
well chosen accompaniment. Chris
Pollington provides a
characteristic synth ripple to
'Alderly Edge' as well as producing
with taste and restraint. Quartz
give backing harmony voices on four
tracks, with 'Shallow Brown' the
best. Geoff has included only two
of his own songs, the title track
and 'The Man on the Sanddune' but
his choice of other contemporary
material 1is sound. When vyou've
enjoyed this record, remember that
Geoff is even better live. I don't
know about flowers, but Geoff can
certainly look forward to applause
tomorrow,

Nick Dow's new record, A Mark upon
the EFEarth, contains the expected
quota of well sung traditional
variants accompanied by understated
but superb guitar. However, if vou
caught Radio Lancashire's relay of
a concert from Burnley Mechanics
you will not be  surprised at the

inclusion of some harder
contemporary songs. These include
Leon  Rosselson's 'The World's
Police' (with Pollington on synth

again), Pete Morton's 'Just Like
John Barleycorn', and Sydney
Carter's ironic dialogue, 'The Crow
on the Cradle'. Listen with care to
the version of 'Sweet William's
Ghost' taken from the singing of
Paddy Tunney and te the lovely song
'The Hills of Isle Aua.Haut' which
has 'become popular without people
realising that it was written by
Gordon Bok. :

Nick is developing a reputation as
a folklorist as well as a
performer, and this trend has
always been visible in his sleeve
notes. Here he is well served by
support Fiddlebridge on some ‘tracks
and by producer Pollington on all.

Dragon Records, DRGN 871

House Music, OHM107 .
a Song...", Greenwich Village, GVR231

He may not make a mark on the
earth, but these songs leave an
impression on the mind.

Sara Grey and Ellie Ellis are now
well known as immigrants from two
widely different parts of the USA
living in Lancashire. Their
previous records on Fellside gave a
good account of their style anc

this new release from Greenwich
Village consolidates their
reputation. "You gave me a
Song..." spells out their sheer
pleasure in singing, whether a
Carter family ballad, us

contemporary songs from Si Kahn and
Utah Phillips, or 40's show songs.
A new development is that they are
picking wup English songs, and
include on this record Anne
Lister's 'Quiet People' and Dave
Goulder's tongue-in-cheek
'Pinwherry Dip'. In their summer
tour back to the States they are
consciously using a mix of English
songs and if they sing them there
as well as they do here, then we
have good ambassadors for our
music.

Sara and Ellie's own abilities on
guitar and banjo are splendidly
backed up by Paul Downes, Shay
Black, particularly the fiddle of
Keith Price and Tony Gibbons on
bouzouki, and the overall direction
by Barry <Coope. Favourite track?
I'm tossing up between Guthrie's
'Why Do You Stand There in the
Rain?' and the Goulder song. Note
an Anne Lister song (Quiet People):
in a quiet way Anne's songs are
creeping intco the repertoire. Sara
and Ellie are always ©pleasant
without being dull, gentle but
never gutless, and full of joie de
vivre. The production was excellent
(technical wizardry by Brian
Snelling at Foel Studios) and don't
be put off by the monochirome cover.
It may look faded but the singing
is full of life.
‘ Ian Wells

Three absolute gema from Greem
Linnet/W.B.A., reflesting seltie
muaic as both & thriving traditien
and an adeptable influence.

cgpereaillie, pan-geliie winners of
yore, sound quite marvellous on
their winyl debut, producing an

- that purpose.

REVIEWSRECDR
4Bg_Bdger  Ceoking Viayl

Cookin' pride themselves on having
801lected a roater full of the more
ecloctic end of the folk market and
thie excellent sampler refleets

One of the Jjewselas inm
their crown muat be The Oyster Band,
currently flavour of the month, and
they it is who commence procesdings
+with their wild'n'wooly rendering
-0f *Hal-an-Toew'. Other standouts
on side onme inglude Bdward II and

album of great delicasy and Aaweetness. my . Red Hot Polkas peppy ‘Walls Of

Vocaliat, Karen Hetheson, has a
totally gorgeous veice of enormous
yearning and temdermess, conjuring
up miaty celtiec wisions and urges.
The pleying ie pretty good too, with
top maxrks going to Charley McKerron
for his dynamic f£iddling on the
sparkling "Snug In 4 Blanket®,

Blay often.

Christy Moore's "Unfinished
Revolution® amees yer® man in the
fineat of fettle and, when he’'s in
that form, he could sing the
Greeater Manchemter Telephone
Directory Q-Z Plus Appendixz and
8till sound fine to me. He's
rgached almost a plateau of
perfeetion by now so there are no
roal stendout tracks, though
perhapa "The Other Side" should get
10 out of 10 while the rest settle
for 9,99, It's not quite as fire~
breathimgly political aa the title
night suggest, but Christy is very
much a politicel animel anyway, =so
the treads run through all hia songa
whether overtly polemical or not,
Play very often,

¥hich brings us to Mary Coughlan's
debut album °Under The Influenge'.
Superbly titled because after omnly
two trackes she had me completely
under her spell. God, she’s good.
A ‘amokey, bad whiakey=-flavoured
throat, enrobed in soms very tasty
piano, sax and bass, singing songs-
that aren’t really Jezz, sren't
quite folk, couldn®t be mistaken for
rock, but could, should and will be
ealled wonderful. Titles? There's

a-beauty called ‘Don't Smoke In Bed'.

& torchy vempish effort, reminiscent
of Julie lLondon., There’a the best
unrepentant addiction aong since the
Velvet Underground®s "Heroin® called
‘'The Ige Cream Man® and a jaunty,

ideOn*, A trememdous effort.
ay very often and very lowdl

f{ assanlt oa Christy Hoore's .
Pl

Bernie Porkim.

Butlins® and Gregason and Collister ‘s
"We’'re Not Over Yet", featuring the
Voice at her beamat. Downers? Well,
I waen't craszy about Maleolm's
Interview whoae contribution is a
self written, acappella, *Sea Never
Dry*s 0.X., I suppose, but I°d
bean led to believe thay wers
dangerously frantic, and this isn®ts
We Free Eings wers alright in a.
ho=hum kind of & way and. The Mekons
do what The Hekons do., I don't like
it myself, but there you go.

Rory Mecleod, whom I like beyond all
reason, starts side 2 with
‘Bakaheesh Dansce’ from °‘Eisking. The
Sawdust® {ancther album you should
own) and then the merriment
continues with Liverpool's Gone To
Barth hammerimg out °*Tipping It Up
To Naney's; in Pogue mode. Furiher
delights include the Deighton

RBamily whose singer sounds uncaneily
Béllamyish and the perfectly
marvellous Andrew Cronshaw whose
‘Debatable Land*® e¢lomes the album.
Side 2's only lapse ia an appallingly
dull version of °‘Flanders® rendered
by Pressgang.

S0, like I ssid, & good sampler and
C/V should be applauded for their
willingness to sign extremists up
and vinylise ‘am.

W

Bernie Fork

Na

BoiToR: Milly Chadband
62 Ridge Crescent, Hawk Groesm,

Harple, Stockport SE6 TJA
Tal: 061 427 4430
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MARK TAKEL 'Half And Half! STEMM PIE FRODRES SPR 10058 Hartin fobvioualy) and ths various

3 A P 0 R BN B sussaenunsnaniesanusy BeEbers of Flash Company, shows to

" th lar! I wanted to warm to this ane, I really did, A~ Pe8t advantage on a jaunty "Keel

new reme to me, and an earmest, beeming Mark Takel and Row®., ,J°5“1°&'5 voice, for the

musical associates smile out at me from this album's ubinitiated, is of the type usually

back cover. 'We're proud of this' they say.'Our save deacribed as ethereal. Vulnerable,

ings have gone into it and we want you to share in dei.lioate, tremwlous even. It suits

achievement and enjoy the mmic in these microgrooves,’ this material marvellously and

T shemefacedly have to say that I find that the Wﬂlg sarri 83 the unaccompanied"Young

feel is as dull and flat as the front of the sleeve . . Man® with the panache one would

which isn't going to win any Design Centre awerds. " have axpectad of Martin®s other

Mark Takel has been playing acoustic guitar and singing: female collaborator, Ma. Tabor.

aroud the Scuth Wales area far a mumber of years, He Very tasty.

includes in his repertoire both traditional and cont~ Thia is one of the best pieces of

emporary scngs as well as his own campositions, and plastic I've heard this year and

the full gamut is rn on this offering — from "Bushes the projected "Flash Company” debut

And Briers"(sic) to "As Time Goes Bye'(sic). album certainly has something to

Additioral mugicians help to flesh cut the sond, not- live up to now.

ably an excellent electric Bass player — Chris Hughes

and there's a nice clean production job by Mark, eng~- ANONYMAs BURNT FEATHERS. .

insered by Tony Williams, a man for whom I have 2 lot Fellside FE 059

of time, so why aren't 1 impressed?

0.K. it's like this:- If you know Mark's work already, Anonyma are Anne Lister and Mary

and like his easy, pleasant style, If you've seen him Mce Laugnlln. Who? Well, if 1

live in your local club (arﬁ I'm stre he's very pop- mention the song 'Icarus‘ - Wwritten

ular in his hame base). If you want a souvenir of a Py Anne - does that ring. a bell? I

good night's gig — then you'1l buy this record. thought it might. In face Anne is

Tt'11 sell 200/300 copies over 2 years. guite well knoWn as a singer/song-—

However should Mark Takel be hoping for bigeer things, writer but it has been g long wait

expecting to dent a 'market' (sorry — THAT word) al~ to actually hear a record. of her

eady saturated with better 'mroduct' (yeh, I know) thisown Work, Having teamed up with

album im't on target. Mary to form Anonyms she has devele

Tt's relaxed, perfectly competent and quite inoffensiveoped a sound base to exhibit her

folk and folk-besed music, btut it is neither challeng- ¢owpositions as they both have

ing nor the stuff to set pulses recing. lovely voices and their accompaniment

Ch, ard I'm sarry (again) but those mis-spelled sacng 1S sufficiently subtle to enhance the

titles on the sleeve are errars which should have been sensitivity of the songs.

spotted at an early stage of production, no matter how Witn the exception of Tim Buckley! s

zmall the label you're on. '‘Sonz to the Siren' and Mary's

Mark, it's a jungle out here, and the morkeys are '"Pionnaula's Song' the rest are from

throwing their barenes arcund! Anpe's writing. Many are love songs
CLIVE POWNCEBY while others are based on folk tales

, and legends; some are 'Work heavy!?
Martin and Jessica Simpsons but the Whold album is refreshingly
Trus,Dare or Promige.

Bernie Forkin.

backing from Martin Simpson and
Laurie Harpere.

Anmong my favourites are 'Moth' which
is a short but beautiful love song
which leaves a lump in ny throat =
(my Gawd, Giff into love songs; I
must be getting o0ld!) and 'Cassandra’
which is a suble but poweful ant-war
song Which ends the album,

I was also enchanted by Mary's
"Fionnaula's Song'! which is haunte
ingly sung by her and gives her
anple opportunity to display hexr

This ian®t the new Martin Simpson
album so, if you‘re only looking
for the follow=up to ‘’Nobody’s
Fault But Mine®, leave thias alone.
Up "til now, the only contact I'd
had with Jeasica's voice was the
track on the Folk Roota sampler -
Judy G - with which I was
unimpressed. I'm impressed as all
hell now though. From the outset
= 8 brilliant version of "Doney
Girle" ~ this album is oclass.
There ian't & single naff track.
It's chock=full of daring arrange- voice's incredible range in a

ments (try "Bedlam Boys" or musically demanding song. It is
"Essequibo River® for eize) soulful based on the Irish folk tale of the
singing from both Simpasons® aad , Children of Lir Who Were turned into
some suavely gifted playing fr  sWans by their jealousc stepmother. .

composed wWith some gently controlled

spend
CHRISTMAS
WITH
THE KIPPERS

at the Derby Hall,
Market Street, Bury

19th Dec. Bpomo‘

Enjoy leeding Natlonal end Internatie
FOLK ENTERTAINERS on wmvs
open 7 p.m, for 8 p.m. {eround £1)

Also

Bing-A-Long with Rick Merrup
Mondays at 8.30 p.m, (Frea)

Sing-A-Longs with frlhar &kksﬁeﬁd
Thersdays. ot 8.30 p.m.

£13. 50, unwaged £2
BMAA/BFC members 50p off

Box Office 061-761 2216

(10a.m.~4p.m. ex. Tues.)
B

Hi

Bury Metro Arts Association
JOINT PROMOTION WITH BURY FOLK CLUB

__ 8 dnxon otlwsla

YTy
(betissen Meakesficld & Foyminn)

Tel: 878586 or 873038

R

Whea Green Institute.

StationRed, Wrea Green, Kirkhutm, Lasics.

tel. G772 - 882118 / 884837

Sept. 2nd

: " L * PORTWAY PEDLARS
This year Hobgoblin is 10 years old and still going strong. . |4 9th « - SINGERS' NIGHT
Our prices are keen, our experience shows, and we've 16th = SCOLD'S BRIDLE
more stock than ever before. 23rd » DEREK & DY BOAK
COl b hner, i, in, a
MELODEONS & ACCORDIONS Gil’;ga,nsgoﬁa;:g;?:i Gremlin OCL33:: : HAHVEY ANDREWS

.#;;&zs FLASH COMPANY
% DAVE SUMMERS

'4tn « DAVE BURLAND s

21st » THE KIPPER FAMILY
28th = VIN GARBUTT

MANDOLINS & BOUZOUKIS by Fylde, Kentucky, Dark Orchard,
Flatiron, Ozark, Musikatia
from £45 to £695

CONCERTINAS

BODHRANS from £24 10 £68

HARPS, IRISH PIPES, SMALLPIPES, BAN]OS, FLUTES, BOMBARDES,
FIDDLES, HAMMERED DULCIMERS, RECORDERS

- AND MUCH MORE ~

Nov. 4th » MATRE ni CHATHASAIGH
11th LLAN TAYLOR

it TONIGHT AT NOON

18th = JAN ar BRAS
25th » 4th Annual "FOLK AID"
Dec. 2nd * PAUL METSERS
%"s"ﬁn ISAAC GUILLORY
B e HoUSE ON FIRE
gth » . JAKE THACKRAY

definitely ticket only!

16th = TOM McCONVILLE
23rd » STHAHHA

Send now for our free full colour folk instrument catalogue,

listing around 500 instruments, plus accessories and music books

SEND S.A.E. TO HOBGOBLIN MUSIC, 17 NORTHGATE PARADE,

CRAWLEY, W. SUSSEX RH10 2DT
10233) 515858




Anne sings one Irish traditional
lament 'Fill, Pill A Run O' from
Donegal and fills the song Wwith an
emotion that envelops the listener
despite the unfamiliar words.

The album is, as always, technically

However, to borrow a useful
distinction from religious music,

it is an. anthem for the converted

rather than a means of conversion.

Ewen Carruther's Love, Love, Love
is an effective piece of nostalgia
for the cinema as a centre for the

W!a].l. eilgﬁilliie:r!id. ‘bJr :P!llll J\(iilﬂls El!ld. }18.5 c:()rnrnllrlj_t:}; s EEE;E)GECjiJa 1.1)7 for t}]tD se

an accompanying lyric sheet Which
mneans that it won't be long before
you hear Gifford singing one of
their songs at least! Look out
for these two = it won't be long
before their anonymity disappears.

Derek Gifford:

~The Rouq¥% with the Smooth

-~

No other innovation of recent years,

has put so much money into
contemporary folk song as the Legal
& General SongSearch. This record
includes 12 songs from the first
two years. They are not simply the
top 6 from each year, but Bob Pegds
own personal choice. Bob has,
rightly to my mind, dropped some
that made it to live performance in
the noisy sauna at Kendal, and
included some that didn't. In
effect, it is his selection from
5000 songs.

Each song has been re-recorded by
the writer/performer specially for
the record with no extra aid than
the one instrument allowed under
the contest rules. Even if you
didn't know the background of the
performers you'd guess that 86
winner Sally Barker (Hunting the
Buffalo) is a pro singer while
85's Joey Parratt (Home Is Where
the Heartbreak Is) was a raw
beginner. What they have in common
is an effective tag, musical in her
case, verbal in his.

What about the songs we haven't
heard before? Barry Gardner's

Boomtown betrays it's rock group

origins in it's rough lyrics with
assonance rather than rhyme - but I
loved the rhyming of 'land of the
free' with 'the King's 5p'! John
Connell-Hinkes Toytown is a nice
idea not quite carried through -
the programme note explains the
central idea better than the song.
Nancy Nicolson's Maggie's Pit
Ponies is splendid agit-prop.
'This horse is not wvicious, this
horse is not wild ...
a lamb past a wee little child, So
why should he trample my brother?'

and

Walks soft as’

30

courting.

Betwixt-Between, by Brian Smith
and John Howes is an interesting
evocation of the life of casual
workers on travelling fairs with
some good.language ('Bright islands
in the stream', 'I'm gueuing for
the wrong ride') but I felt
uncomfortable with the arrangement
in John Howes' performance.

The most complex and subtle song on
the record is probably Maria
Tolly's The War Children which
deserves to be widely heard. 'We
are some of the children killed in
the course of war. We run about
among the living, knocking on
everyone's door.' A tangential
approach to parts of the same
problem is Paul Metsers' What Will
You Wear? (to the revolution)
which needs no introduction to
anyone who's seen Paul perform
recently.

I've saved the best to last. Seven:
Summers is Dave Goulder's subtle
wistful look at the
disastrously wet 85 through the
eyes of a child: maybe he will
follow it this year with Nine
Summers! His song came third last
year but Dave Sudbury's, though a
finalist, was unplaced. I still
remember  the gasp of disbelief when
King of Rome wasn't in the top
three. Dave's voice is only just
good enough to do justice to his
writing, but after the first verse
the whole room listened in absoilute
silence. We found the experience
repeated with this recording - you
simply hang on the words - and that
for a song inspired by a stuffed
pigeon! The song is about dreams -
dreams fulfilled - and it's
strength is in it's deceptively
simple use of ordinary language. I
can only compare it to MacColl's
work in the Radio Ballads,
The record costs £5.50, inc p & p,
from The Brewery Arts Centre.

Ian Wells
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Sunday

CROWN

BOTHY

EAGLE & CHILD
LEIGH

POYNTON

RAVE ON

WIDWES (ST. MARIE’S)
LLANDUDNO
ROCHDALE HERITAGE
ASHTOM

KING'S HEAD

Honday
HORWICH
PRESTON
POYNTON
BREVERY
TRITOM

Tuasday
YARROW VALLEY
HINDLEY
MAGHULL
BLACKPOOL

Yednesday
WHITEHAVEN
FOLK AT THE TUTE
WHITE SWAN
FOLK AT THE NEST

Thursday
DARWEN
POYNTON
WIGAN
HAGAZINE
BURNLEY

BEE
POTTERIES
NORTHWICH
PORKIES
CUT ABOVE
BLACKBURN
HAMBLETON

BURY
BREWVERY »
SOUTHPORT
PFOYMTON
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AR ADBRERR
lan Wells 62, Sidney Avenue, Hesketh Bank
Kath Holdsn 7, Sunleigh Road, Hindley, Wigan

Nigel Firth
Bernle Forkin
lan Walls
Paul Holden
Phil Capper

118, Bolton Rd., Aspull, Wigan

38, Bramcote Avenue, Islands Brow, St. Helens
62, Sidney Avenue, Hesketh Bank

7, Sunleigh Road, Hindley, Wigan

4, Friary Close, Kirkham, Preston

IHE AIMS OQF THE FEDERATION SHALL BE

the promotion of Folk Music in the North-West by:-

1. The "block-booking" of artists for tours.
2. Joint publicity of the member clubs,.
3. The general support of the member clubs.
4., Joint organisation of concerts and ceilidhs in the area.
5. The support of festival organisers within the area.
6. The organisation of events to attract the "under 18s".

THE MEMBER CLUBS

The Crown, Conway St., Birkenhead

Blundell Arms, Upper Aughton St., Birkdale, Southport
Eagle & Child, Main St., Billinge, nr. Wigan
Oddfellows Arms, Twiss Lane, Leigh

Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton

Grosvenor Rowing Club, The Groves, Chester

St. Marie's Am. R.L., Club, Brentfields, Widnes

The London Hotel, Upper Mostyn St., Llandudno

The Spread Eagle Hotel, Cheetham St., Rochdale

P & M Squash Centre, Liverpool Rd., Ashrton-in-Makerfield
King's Head, Junction Rd., Deane, Bolton

Crown Hotel, Horwich

Lamb Hotel, Church St., Preston

Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton
Brewery Arts Centre, 122a, Highgate, Kendal
The Triton, Paradise St., Liverpool

Grapes Hotel, Croston, nr. Preston
Worthington Arms, Market St., Hindley
Hare & Hounds, -Maghull

Empress Hotel, Exchange St., Blackpool

Rosehill Theatre Bar, Moresby, Whitehaven

Wrea Green Institute, Station Rd., Wrea Green, Kirkham
White Swan, Green St., Fallowfield, Manchester

The Allison Arms, Coppull

The Crown, Redearth Rd., Darwen

Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton
White Horse, Standishgate, Wigan
Magazine Hotel, Magazine Lane, Wallasey
Talbot Hotel, Church St., Burnley

Bee Hotel, Bodfer St., Rhyl

Crown & Anchor, Tower 5q., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent
Harlequin Theatre, Queen St., Northwich

Lady Brooke Hotel, Fir Rd., Bramhall, Cheshire

Tom Rolt Centre, Boat Museum, Dock Rd., Ellesmere Port
Mill Hill Hotel, Mill Hill Bridge St., Blackburn

The Shovels, Hambleton, nr. Blackpool

The Napier, Bolton St., Bury

Brewary Arts Centre, 122a, Highgate, Kendal
Southport Arts Centre, Lord St., Southport
Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lans, Poynton

TELEPHONE

0772 813267
0942 58459
0942 833293
0744 53058
0772 813267
0942 58459
0772 684537

Phil Hare

Clive Pownceby
Bernie Forkin
Steve Eckersley
David Brock
Nick Mitchell
Patrick Lindley
Arthur Bowman
Elisabeth Andrews
Joan Blackburn
Chris Caldwell

Joyce Riding
Hugh 0'Donnell
David Brock
Bill Lloyd
Maisie Potts

Derek Gifford
Kath Holden
Dave Day
Mick Read

Jim Melvin
Phil Capper
Anne Morris
Steve Chatterley

Joan Molloy
David Brock
Joan Blackburn
Jack Coutts
Joan McEvoy

Dave Costello
Jason Hill

Sean Boyle

Judy Aucutt

Jon Ford

Ron Crane

Dave Littlehales

Jean Seymour
Bill Lloyd
Neil Johnstone
David Brock

051 342 4145
051 924 5078
0744 53058
0942 677955
061 483 6521
0244 315094
051 423 3775
0492 622049
0706 55122
0942 321223
0204 653464

0257 792304
0772 745498
061 483 6521
0539 25133
051 920 4129

0704 822574
0942 58459
051 526 6661
no phone no.

0946 2422

0772 684537
061 881 8294
02572 67654

0706 220611
061 483 6521
0942 321223
051 220 0152
0282 38199

0745 32488
0782 813401
0606 44361
02605 2633

0254 40347
0253 855652

061 761 1544
0539 25133
0704 40004
061 483 6521
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