


WELCOME - to a bumper 32-page issue

crammed with articles and information.

All being well you should receive this

before Easter, as I'm typing this o
20th March.

I HOPE you like our new format for dates
this monthj this will enable us to keep
you as up to date as possible, providing

the clubs return their date sheets

promptlys after all 18 of them have done
so this time, so why can't the. others!

Jai

IN A PACKED issue, I'll pick out Jjust

a few of the highlights:

Starting on page 6 is Derek Gifford's
marathon inderview with PETE COE; it
would have filled the whole m' gazine,

had we not persuaded Derek & Pete to cut

it down just a little.

SIMON Jones concludes his article on
Rare Records, and has included some
contact addresses and phone numbers.

There's an article about Leyland Morris

abroad and of course all our regular

features such as Broadfolk, etc,

AS YOU will see there's a photo on the

cover, and this will be our new image

every month from now on.

Cover:Pete Coe (Peter Hollings)

DON'T FPORGET CLO3ING DATE FOR
NEXT ISSUE IS APRIL 25th
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THE VIEWS EXPBESSED 1IN
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF

THE SDITOR OR OF THE
FEDERATION
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EDITORTAL ADDRESS:

118, Bolton Road

Aspull
VIGAR WN2 1%P

I HOPE that the Newsletter Working Party_'_.j

set up at the last AGM will meet soon,
80 we can consider other ideas for a
better % brighter magazine.

IN THE MEANWHILE, help is always wanted,
especially at present in the typing
department. Ideally I could do with at

least one more typist on a regular basis,

to spread the workload more evenly.

I WOULD also like your ideas for page
headings and layout; all the ideas you
can come up with, and the working
party will consider: them all.

I WAS hpoing we could announce the date
of next AGM at this juncture, but it
now looks liko: being early June. More
details as soon as its finalised,

DON'T FORGET to. rémind your club
organiser to Teturn his date sheet in
time: for next issue. Those not returned
will NOT be includeds no more will I

ring round: for dates.

FINALLY, many thanks to all those,
without whomsv.vs etc: Janet & Diane
for ‘typing, Ian & Kath for distribution,
Paul for advertising amd STEVE ROSTRON
for Out & About (& some Club News)

Record Reviews
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TEE EDITOR ACCEPTS O
RESPONSIBILITY FOR

CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED TO|

BB OBIGINAL OR FOR ARY
INACCURACIES HEREIN

FOLK PROGRANMES OF WATIGHAL A¥p LOCAL RADIOD

"Folk On Two* BBC Radio 2 330m (90,2 VHF) ¥ednesday 7,00~5.30 p.m.

~Lancashire Drift" BEBC R/Lancs 35im (96.4 ?KF) Sunday 11.65-1.355.m.

{2nd Sunday monthly) Repeat Tues 6.35-7.05 p.n

“Folkscene" BEC Radio 202m (95.8 VEF) Tuesday 6.30;?‘00 p-m
Herseyside Repaat Sunday 8.30-9.00 p.m

"Folk Like Us" BBC Radio 206m (95.1 VHF; Sﬁnday 5.15-6.15 p.m.
Hanchester Repeat Monday 7,00-8.00 p. m

“OUT AND ABCUT" this issue has a new
writer. . Please send all your-
materials for inclusion in this columa
"tao STEVE ROSTROK at 22 REDCAR ROAD,
SHITHILLE ,BOLTO¥, or call him con
Eolton (0204) 41892,

THE EFDSS "Day of Dance® %his year is
on APRIL 16th in the Ashton Hali,
Lancaster, from 10.30 a.m to 1.00°
p.m aud from 2.30 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
The programme includes Country, Horris
and Sword, includiag “0ld Dances For
Haw Pacple”. There will ba axpert
instructors, music will be by the Vest
Kirby Band and there will be a dance
in the evening from 7.30 to 11.30 o
Prices are £1.50 per sesslon, £2.25
for the dance { EFDSS pambers) and
£1.75 per session, £2.75 the dance
(non-members). Vrite to Mrs H
Ratcliffe, 73 Crawford Ave., Leyland
FRS 2JP for tickets and enclose an
S.4.8,

FOLK ENTERTAINER Brian Preston informs
us that he has changed address and
phone number. He is now at 39 Azalea
Road, Blackburn BBZ 6JU. Phone him on
0254 -677184. You may get his
ansaphone, but you will be in contact!

FOLK-SONG, VERSE AND PROSE compasiag
competitions seem to be on the
increage. Hindley folk club started
it all {don't forget that entries for
Hindley's song-writing comp., have tu
be in by April 17th) but we have news
of HAGHYLL folk-club's new compatition
and of cne sponscred by OXFAH.

BAGHULL first: there are blg prizes
(£106 for ist prize) and & saries of
heats to be held montkly at tha club,
the *Hare and Hounds*, Liverponl Road,
Maghull, Mersey-side. Contact DAVE
DAY on 051-526-6661 to enter and to
bock your spot. Entry is free.

THE OXFax comp. is for either song or
poetry or prose. You need an official
entry-form for this which ¥o¢ can get
from )

OXFAH "Only-one-of" Song Competition
c/o Edward Spalek

63 Vhitney Road, Leyton, London EIO
THG.

But burry, as entries close on’ 23rd
April, '

ANYONE living at the Southern snd of
the Federation's sphere of influence
m2y be interested to hear that folk
entertainer DOUG PORTER has Just
opened a recording studis in Derby,
He specialises in folk and roots
material, but will cater for &chools,
poets, atc. and cap handie facilitias

-for sdund cassettes and recards of all

types. Contact Doug dn Derby (0332)
556705 e .
FARNHAM FOLK DAY, always ane of the
first ocoasicns of the season, falls
this year on Sunday, April 24th. It
ig, as usual, at The Kalitings,
Farnbam, Surrey and will have the
usual programee of concerts, informal
sessions and barn dance, Featured
artistes will include XICHELLE
SHOCKED, MARTIH CARTHY, KATHRYX
TICKELL and ROGER YILSOH. Home-grown
gruups will be SILEAS from Scot-land,
THE OLL HAT CONCERT PARTY from
Suffolk, R&B group HOWLIF WILF & THE
VEE JAYS, Haggie Holihnd's MAGGIE'S
FARN, Paul James and F¥igel Eaton from
BLOWZABELLA, dance bahd GAS HARK 5,
the new trie af RALPH JORDAN, FI & JO
FRASER , and new-wave band MALCOLK S
INTERVIEY. Lo

From abroad, performegs will include
ALI FARKA TOURE from HMali, JALI HUSA
JAVARA frog Guinea, Italian band
CALICANTQ, -~

Events at Farnham start at nid-day

(doors cpea 11.30 a.m.) . Tickets
available from F,M.8., P.0. Box 73,
Farcham, Surrey GUO 7UN o
Day ticket costs £10; make chequas -
payable to F.Y. 5 and enclose s.a.s. -

FOTHING IE LIFE is ever simple: ‘anyunae
whao Pﬂs aver besn in a group .knows how
hard. it is to come up with a good nams
which radio producers and club.
secretaries will remember without
vrompting. It seems that HAURICE AED
THE MINCRS have ctime up against as
extra problem and wish it to be ¥nows
that they have nothing whatsoever to
do with the group krown as Horris
Hincr and The Majars.

BEVERLEY FOLX FESTIVAL takes place
during June betwsen Friday 17ih and
Sunday 19%h in and around the town
of Beverley. As usual therse's an
extengive guest liet which includes
THE WATERSONS,ALISTAIR ANDERSON,

ROY BAIIEY, NEITH HaNCOSK, JUNE TABOR
BERNARD WRIGLEY, THE DEIGHTON FAMILY,
ELECTRCPATHICS,GREEN GINGER CLOG

to name but a few, More information
ebout this ‘small & friendly festival‘
from Chris Wade,2,North Star Row,
Driffield, Y025 9UR. Tel 037781 662

FIRST HEARING in mssociation with
TOPIC Records ara presenting a
“Nou We Are Ten" Concert in aid of
the Greater Manohester Play
Resouroea Unit. Specisl Guests are
JUNZ TAROR & AWDBEW CRONSHAW with
HALCCLM'S INTERVIEW and PANIC. EROS.
It is being held on Tuesday, April.
5th et the Band on the Wall, 25,
Swan 8t. Manchester 4, Tiockets are
£3.50 or £3(acnosssion) in advanoce.
Infermation Simon Jones,07816-3211




A NUMBER of items that have come to my
attention since last is.ue, sowe of
Which we have wmissed before:

WIGaN FOLK CLUB has a new venue, namely
the Millstone Hotel in Wigan Lane,¥igun.
They otill me:t on Thursdays at 8. 30pm,
and the organiser ls Joan Blackburn,
ifigan 321223,

JHTIEHAVEN Polk Club have no resident
band any more since Knotted Cord split.

BREWERY ARTS CENTHE have a nevw uusic
officer, John Sumyth.

FPEALING FOLK CLUB in Oldha: have closed,
but the orwaniser, Phil Robinson tells
we lle hopes to have a regular monthly
concert siarting scon., Hatch this space
for details.

OSILINUS DURING APRIL:

2 Riot Band Derby Hall,Bury (BURY)
9 Uausnt on the Hop (POYNTON)

J sdortop Tank 5t, John's Hall, Wright S5%.

Southport (BOTHY)
12 Hand Pha (BRARRY)

]
The orranising club is in brackeis ai
the end, contact them for details,

MAGHWULL Felk Club are running a monthly

'Uelebration' at Kelling Tithebarne, each

sterts at 7, 30pn % tickets are &£2.50.

april 16: Blaock Diamonds, Allan Taylor
martin Carthy & Joha Kirkpatrick

#ay © : Yom Paley % Qood 0ld Persons
supyorted by Sefion Cultural Fund
Detuilu~ Duawc Day 091 526 6661
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REEMERY s
April Dateas.

 Sat 23 - Balhem

Hay Dates:

5 Fuil House
T Mal Waite

BLACKBURY FUOLK CLUB

If you are going into Blackburn from
Darwen, you have to go round a ome-way
bit just. before you get lato Blackburn
itsell, and perched at the top of this
vne way bit is a pub called the Hare And
Hounds

If you bappen to do thie on a Friday
night at about haif-past elght you'll be
in fine time toc join in with BLACKBURN
FOLK GLUB, which bhas moved from its
former home at the Mill Hilli and seems
firmly and happily establishad under the
resident duo ROCKALL ¢ian Horuby and
Hilary.) '

Blackburn Folk Club 16 a warm and
inviting gathering, with residents
Rockall weli-supported each week by
Granam, Jog, Brian and the rest of the
incal singers turning up like lockwork
to do their bit, and. things are going
well encugh now for the club to be
featuring speclal gussts obca a
fartaight. The besr is cheap and good,
the company sucellent , the barmonies
rick and resonant: all in all a night
worth attendimg . Kadio lancashbire has
helped to advertise the club, several
well~known local singers and bands have

-haiped get the club going again, and

Blackburn folkeong bam now had twenty-
odd” years of existance which looks sat
for twenty more, Sea the club dates
page ifor further d@t?ilﬁ.

#1iigators

THE BERWERY & SOUTHPORT Aris Centres run guestis on such
diverse set of nights, we can't fit them into our grid.
Here therafore are the datea for these twoi

SQUTHPORT #
April Dates

Saturday 9 - Somo Somo Friday 15 - Roy Harpex-
Friday 15 - Adrian Legg Friday 29 - Titanic Disaster Bafnd
Thursday 21 - Hakvirag Hay Datest .

Friday 20 - Charlie Musselewhite
" Band

Friday 27 - BRalph MoTeil

 Thursday 5 Albion Dance Band

‘Tuesday 12 - Ali Farka Toure

Thursday 14 - You Slosh

" Thursday 26 - Breandan Croker & 5 .o'clock Shadows

ADVANCE DATES FOR JUNE: (in no perticular order)

10 Isaac Gulilory Porkies

12 Artisan Rave On

26 Six Hands in Tempo ¢ Bavs On

19 Sara Grey & Eilie Ellie  Liandudno .
8 The House Band Khitehaven
1 ‘Real Spunda of Africa Bouthport 4/C
9 -Nick Dow Darwen :
5 Leon Bosselson Bothy

19  Roger Wilson Bothy

‘24 Celidh Bothy .

12 Geoff Higgliobottom King's Head
21 Mark T. {of Brickbats} Hindley
1l Allan Tayler White Swan
15 ‘John James Waite Swan

Bagle & Child
Yarrow Valliey

HORWICH FOLK CLUB

HGRYICH FOLK CLUYB is at The Crown Hotal,
Horwich, on Honday nights. Joyce Riding
and Tom Ferber do their thing avery
weelt, two of ths best rasidents anywhaerae
in the Horthwest, einging anything and
averything in a thoroughly professional

way, There is no charge for singers'
nights, and once a montd there is a
guest of natiopal standing. In other
words, a damp good folk club of the old
styla. Wby, then, is the club s0 paoariy
supported on ordinary (i.e., singers’}
nights? I've seen excellent floor
singars periorming to an audience of
four or five on several ocoasions.  Beats
we. I'd recommend This club to anyone
interested in hearing a wide range of
folksong without the interrupvion of.
juke-box or uninvited nolsy persocns and
for a friendly and harmonloue evening.

EE RAVE-ON'S Tenth birtaday celebration
is & oconoert with Ric Saunders & Simon .
Nicol, support Full House. .Takes place

on Saturday April Z3rd.

The Magazmine Hotel
easiest place to

away in the darkest depths of New

isn’t the
find, hidden

Brighton looking out over the
i rom and across the Mersey. Small
it may be, humble it’s not, with
many claims to fame including
Camra award winning draught Bass,
a venerable championship bowling
team, regular charity fund-
raisers mounted by the staff and
customers ... and a cracking
little folk club now in its
fourth year.

It was started by Liverpool
harmony trio Black Dog who have
recently returned to active
service after a period of

extended hibernation. The back
room had long been known as an
ideal potential venue but it took
the discreet charm of Arthur
Garnett to persuade +the genial
and forbearing landlord (hi Phil)
to risk lending it to a bunch of
folkies.

This was about the time when the
nearby Kingsway Folk Club was
being kicked out of their home so
there was a gap in ‘the local
gcene to be filled. Refugdees
Arthur Marshall, Mary Ann Wise
and Dave Lock joined up to
complete the founding residency
with a policy of welcoming all
kinds of folk music and song and
aiming to provide for ’floor’
performers rather than superstar
guestse.

Over the years there have been
the usual arrivals and departures
of residents. Brass Tacks and
Joan Pugh have come and gone
while the Ranting Sleazos and
Helen and Frank McCall are now
the current home team with
remaining old timsrs Dave and me.
The central strength of the ¢lub,
however, iz as we hoped the
contributions of those who Jjust
come to give us a few tunss or

SOngs. In that category
“_honourable mention ie due to Pets
Booth, Phil Hare and Gill Burns
who havs baen gtalwart

. Bupporters,

On the guest front we have booked
BOTS® local performers than
nationally known names, often
finding that for sheer enjoyment
and musical quality we get better
quality and value for our modest
money. It’s hard to single out
individual artists from so many
excellent nights but a few have
lodged in my memory as utterly
magical, Johnny Collins, Faith
Petric, Enoch Kent, Bread and
Roser amongst them.

Visiting performers often remark
that due to the room’s small size
(some call it poky, we prefer
cosy) they find it great to be
able to make real contact with
the audience - like whack them on
the head with the end of a guitar
if they turn round too gquickly

rather than being stuck out on =
stage with a sea of faces in
front. We like it that way too.

Above all we aim to enjoy
ourselves and Fensrally we
succeed rather wall., Cur
Christmas mumming rlay has
probably set back the cause of
serious folkloric research a
caentury. Spotting that the

interval is usually rapturously
greseted as an opportunity for
folk-free msocial intercourse ws
occasionally devote a whole night
to it, punctuated only by a brisf
interlude for music and song.

Over the past few months the Mags
has been asking attenders what
they think of the club and its
policies and on the whole the
responses haven’t been obscen-
We’ll be taking note of sugdested
improvements but it looks 1like
we’ve got it about right on most
sCores.

We're a friendly, fun-loving
little crowd who appreciate good
folk of all kinds and &g&rab any
and every chance to have a sing.
Try us out some Thursday, it’s
well worth the trip.

JACK COUTTS
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Tete Coe started his musical career

in a school rock band in the early
£0%'s but his conversion to traditional
folk music didn't happen until he saw
Touis Killen at Cheltenham folk club.
Te told me:

"Tunily ‘enough I've just done a concert
with him in California and I said to the
audience = "he was the f{irst person 1
ever gaw doing a complete evening of
traditional songs and I remember asking
the organiser at the end of the evening
"They were really lovely tunes ... but
what language was he singing in7?' = "
and that's what I was struck by; the -
melodies and within 2 or 3 menths I

wag converted $to mainly the British
stuff really.... it felt like the hat
that fitted."

Shortly afterwards, Pete moved to
Birmingham and very quickly found his
niche at the Priday night traditional
elub there. Here he met Christine
Richards, later to heccme !rs. Coe,
and with whom he formed a musical
partnership, It was at this time he
started writing:

"The first ever song I wrote was 'The
Wizard of Alderley BEdge' in 1968, That
was written because I'd been to this
workshop that Johnny Handle was running
at Halsway Manor on looking round your
own area for your own songs".

Tete originally hails from Northwich

in Cheshire, but in 1976 he moved to
Yorkshire and he now lives near Halifax
with his second wife Lue, after his
break up with Chris, How long ago was
it since he went solo:

"lince 1984, lyself and Chris packed
up wnd the 'Hew Viectery Band'! had run
it's oourse, I went back to teaching
for a couple of years actually because
T3 never worked solo and I didn't
really know whether I could stand doing
all the travelling on my own and being
avare also that the sclo male singer

is a very much over-subscribed sort of
act, Towvever, I decided in the end

nat 1 waan't too happy with the changes

to eat

in teaching, and I'd try and work out
the solo thing. Fortunately a lot of
clubs were willing to take me, as it
were, untried ....... I think I've had
most satisfaction from going solo and
having to fight ....,. 1 mean a lot of
people have said 'Well it was alright
for you because you were established and
S0 ONl e.sses'! in fact you still have to
fight to make a crust and a lot of club
organisers are still cautious and, it
has to be said, gquite rightly."

"30, I lined up a lot of work for myself
and then approached several record
companies and got turned down by them
all! 1 then thougnt 'what the hell am

I zoinz *to do now?' becruse here I am
with a prospective solo career, I need
an album and nobody will do it."

"I§ zot somé good songs; I'd set about
learniniy a lot of new songs; ditched
211 the oneg that me and Chris used to
sing because I didn't want to gzo out
with people saying 'Oh it's just like
half of Yete and Chris Coe',"

nTtq started writing again too, with
songs like 'It's a mean old scene',
'The Alimony Rm' and 'The Jackdaw' ..
which in fact I haven't recorded yet,
But no record labeli"

"I thought, 'Well I just going to have
to do it myself' so I talked to a few

_people and eventually that's exactly what

T did ... and it's the best thing I ever
did and I wish I'd done it a lot earlier."”

30 now he'd got his own record label what
did he call it?:

"Backshift Music. I got a great deal of
satigfaction from being in charge of the
whole thing and when the album came out
and the review copies and publicity came
out I kmew I was on my own right from the
very beginning ...... I ended up doing it
mors efficiently than a lot of the record
companies I'd recorded with previously
had done.®

I suggested that perhaps that was becanseql

to them, he was just another artiste: 9

$“Yes that's right ...... I even got a
review copy to The Guardian which gave
me a great review ..... that was really
nice, All in all I'd got on my hands a
very successfull record which established
me as a S80lo singer. Now, loocking back
over the last 3 or 4 years it sesms +o
me that I've had far more success as a
solo singer than with any of the other
things, purely because I did it myself,
without an agent, (except in America
of course,) and with my own record label,"

The reference to America got on to his
American tours of which he had one last
year and the year before, He is planning
a third tour for this year., How mueh did
the American scene differ from ours?:

"Well, I mean, how would people who are
regding this interview now respond if
you or someone else set up a folk elub
in Lancashire that was dry and that was
no smoking? Because a lot of them wers!
You see they haven't got the 'Pub' like
us «.... they have to be a bit more in-
ventive about venues ..... last year I
think the best gig was a little Unitarian
Church on Cape Cod, but agasin dry; no
smoking ..... I spent an awful lot of
time as a smoker on people's porchesi"

"One of the things that bothers me about
the English scene is that by having your
club in licensed premises to start with

is that you exclude under 18fs basically.

This led us on to taking about the teen-
age element, or lack of it, in the folk
gcene in genexral and I asked Pete about
his work in schools:

"As an ex~teacher I always did use songs
and music and dances and things .... and
I was asked earlier on this year to go
and sing to some kids in a school ...
I'd forgotten how mueh I'd enjoyed it!"

What was he going to offer the sehools:

"Well, I don't do children's songs as
such ..., I do a selection of my songs
with choruses ..., and I'1l do one or
two songs that I dont't feel I can do
round clubs because they've been a bit
harmered to death but they're still
good songs,"

Was it mostly Secondary schools that
he worked in?

"Oh, no! It's been mainly junior schools,
I think you have to look at the middle

to ‘op end of junior schools and 1st and
2nd years in secondary schools because

by the time the kids get %o 14 and 15

all they want to know about iz 'Motox-
head' and "Meatloaf® ...... that's when
they've switched off really."”

"By the time they get to the sixth form
they become aware that there are other
forms of music., Again at that age they
;qui%e enjoy abit of getting into the
rigours of ceilidh dancing .... nothing
too eacting c.cess0 but theyive
discovered it's a lotd fun., I've

started writing dances now ... 80 beware!in

The mention  ceilids remined me of his
past work with the 'New Viectory Band' and
more recently 'Hooke's Law' and the talk
naturally led on ®hs setting up of 'Red
Shift', "Howld things gone on that
scene?" 1 asked:

"Well, the album's gone very well, &'s
sold at of it's first pressing already.
The funny thing was because we knew it

was going to be more expensive we didn't
think we could landle it finaneially ...

850 s... We started approaching the record
companies and nobody was interested again!
ceses SO really that's their problem

now, IL's done the job that we wanted

it to do which was to let people know
what we sound ke ..... and it's creéated
a lot of interest for next year's
festivals.®

So 'Red Shift! is going ® continue:

"Ch, yes, we've set up this show called
"Northern Echoes' where we do a concert
of about an hour and then we go into a
dance speciglising in northern ongs,
tunes and dances. More recently we've
evolved a 12 hour session with 'Red
Shift? which is an afterncon of well
thought out workshops on an individual
basis then in the evening the concert
followed by the dance., We've been
putting this out to the Arts Centres and
there's a lot of interest for next year.
Hopefully that's ming to be the majority
of 'Red Shift's' work."

The fact that Arts Centres are so inter—.
ested is not by pure coincidence but
partly due to the fact hiat Iete has
recently written a report to the Yorkshire
Arts Association called 'Funding Hr

Folk Music', 1 asked him to elucidate; $




$7T did it because I was hearing just odd
stories over the last 2 or 3 years that
certain events were being funded by the
regional arts associations or the local
leisure services were running folk
concerts or whatever ... like over at
Bury Arts for instance .... and I started
finding out via Jim Lloyd and Alex
Atterson what was going on because they'd
done quite a lot of workm this sort of
thing."

"I found that the picture was very patchy
but there were things going on such
as & Northern Arts with Rddue Upton
and Lince, and Humberside who'd got
Rosie Cross from Pyewackett and so on.
sess0 in the Yorkshire Arts panel
little was kmown about folk music.

So I formulated some ideas and spent

a lot of time talking on the 'phone
especially to Tan Wells "(I know the
feeling!)" who gate me a lot of help
and advice on how I should tackle
things and I thought well what I
should do maybe then is a report

where I got the figures for Funding
for Folk Music over the last few
Years, There were some big differen-
ces in the figures over the country ..
basically in Yorkshire what I was after
wag raising the quality and increasing
the quantity and the frequency of &1k
events,.”

He did a lot more than this though by
asking ‘awkward' questions:

"A lot of these regional arts have an
'approved list' for different kinds

of music ...,. why shouldn't we have
some Hlk musicians? ,..,.. because
there aren't any ..... well, why not?
»eese and they couldn't really give me
a good answer to that, so I just pushed
it .seao at least now I've got 'Red
Shift' on it ...."

It was 'Pete the promotor! coming across
again ..., and there is no doubt that
Pete Coe is a Drthright and very inde—
pendant professional folk singer who

is doing a lot to promote the mugic as
well as himself and his band,

Finally, I asked him what his immediate
rlans were:

"tiore solo recording and more 'Red Shift!
gigs and developing 'Northern Echoes' ..
and more solo bookings, of course."

Pete doesn't come cheap of course, and
neither should he, after all he's a fill
time professional with a favourable
review from the Guardian - which can't
be said of very many singers! Tor those
¢lub organisers who feel they can't
afford him though, Pete came up with
the following suggestions:

"What I'm saying to clubs in this
connection iz 1f I'm doing the clud

at night, to get me a school in the
afternoon -~ through personal contact
rather than going through the local
authorities music officers who've
usually got their own pet things any-
Way o..o this means that my fee can then
be apportioned between the club and te
school,®

The other alternative, of course,is to
have lots of singers' nights and save
np or even better try getting an Arts
irant ..... after all he's trying hard
for our music why not try for him?

Derek Gifford,

20th Redcar Folk Festival
8th, 9th & 10th
JULY 1988

Guests booked 20 far include
fimgh Rippon, Hylin, Portway Pedlar's, Tom MeCoaville, The Wison Family,

Beouth Bank Grantess, Pate Batts, Bave Wilcon, Rosls Hardman,
Mosla Linle, Kathrym Tichell, Darck Eliloit, Renting Slpazess, Artlsan,
Ceothovadala, Jim Coman, AMatalr Andomson, Fred Jorden, Dova Jolly,

Blchard Gralnger, Pote Morton, Joo Hatton, Wil Tayiar & WEl Adbinsoa,
“Holms Valley Traditlos, Gool Migslnbotbam, Broad & Beses,
Boohaz & Pedgett, Fara Nowa, Blech Byed Biddy, Dervel Gifford,

Réve Acheopd, Bnhem Shiare, Corm Braad Hough, Cunla, Hayes Bistars,

Yin Garbutt, Hovse Boad, lssae Balllery, Slans, Lin Yocker,

Bechy Tevler, & Amarda Lawls, Conght on the Hop, Posping Tom,
Bedear Bword Dancere, Fosbveobs, Parsophone, Cleveland Bave,
Weonmarload Blep sad Seslend Daseam, Claan Na Gocl, Whobmen & Cthars. -
Ceilidhe, Conceria, Singarounds,
Chamce to Maest, Dance Displaye,
Weorkshopa, Children's Entertainment,
Craft & RBacord Stalle, Superb Camp Site.

Campaita wifl spain bg patroliad by & Scout Troop. with Cotfee, Tea etc.. Bacon, Egg, & Sausage
::l:u!oudu. A weetton of tha Campaite wil b reserved lor tha paople who wish to get somae sizep
during the night, 2o whan you armive eelle sure you are in the right place.

Opan Shanty Compatition, eng. Tel: 0947840928 - Opan Northumbrian Piping Competition. enq.
Tel: 0429-60216 Cash Prizes & Trophiss for both svens.
REDCAA FOLK FESTIVAL QFFICE,

FEAN COTTAGE, DALE HOUSE, SALTBURN, CLEVELAND.
Tel. (247 — BA0EGD or (137 — 50833 pral. oiter 6 pm.

1/Wa would Pa 10 oitond tha REDCAR AOLK FESTIVAL B Flases indicem numbar of tickems requized.
SEABQN TICKET & £13.00, AFTER Jue 11 £18.00, BATURDAY TICKETS £19.09, SUNPAY TICKETS £7.09
Reguctions for 0LA.P.o, waweged and geoups of 10 or mora, Chideon 8- 14 hait price.

Limbed bedlatcinsd Evont Tichot ovantisbls. Colldh's en Fridey, Saturday & Sundny Eventags.

& Featiral 38 & Fr of Eeown Hp, WEEHKEND CAMPING {1.60 PER FERSON
tongizon chemm/P 0. far £ ... PR rreda gayelia to the REDCARA FOLK FESTIVAL 83.
Fimem onaiow 8 S.AR. for rophy.

Friday April 8%¢h Mechanics Tudor Room

BERNARD WRIGLEY

8 p.m. Admission £2.25/£1.50

Fridav April 15th Padibam Town Hall
DICK GAUGHAN
8 p.m. Admission £3.00/£2

Sundav April 25th Mechanics Tudor Room

VIN GARBUTT
8 p.m. Admission £3,00/£2

Fridavy Mav 6th Padiham Town Hall
GRAND CEILIDH with
JACK AT A PINCH

‘8 p.m. Admission £2.25/£1.50

Friday Mav 13th Mechanics Tudor Room

PAT KILBRIDE (ex Albion Band)

8 p.m. "Admission £2.25/£1.50

Fridav Mav 20th Mechanics Theatre
_ 'GARY & VERA ASPEY
pP.m. Admission £2.50/£2.00

Sunday May 29th

Mechanies Theatre

CLIVE GREGSON AND CHRISTINE COLLISTER

Monday Mav 30th

PLUS
KATHRYN TICKELL

Admission £4.00/£3.00

Mechanics Theatre

JUNE TABOR
supported

Admission £4.00/£3,00

# Special two day ticket for both concerts £7 . 00/£5.00

The Foseival Organdar Fasrve 4 SR 10 roluse admizsion A

‘Open daily Te
1Manchester Road,
And telephone bookings

(0282) 30055 or by

post to Burnley Me h ic
Burnliey BBi1 1Ja o Toantcs,

Access & Visa welcome for Personal




A minor breakXthrough and two straws
in the wind: are we actually
beginning to find unlocked doors to
push at instead of battering our
heads against brick walls? The
Radioc 3 Traditional Music slot has
had some interesting stuff in it -
pity it's up against Merseyside's
Folk Scene, but then you can use

your tape system to time-shift one

of them or listen to Geoff/Stan on
the Saturday repeat. This first
series was put together rather
guickly, so it depends on existing .
records and Celtic region
programmes - I would have thought
they could have tossed in an
archive "'As I Roved Out' to
represent England, but no. Do send
suggestions for English traditional
music to the editor, William
Robson, Room 218, 16 Langham
Street, LONDON Wi1A 1AA.

BBC TV: Denis Marks is now second
in command of the TV Music and Arts
Unit, with overall responsibility
for musi¢c. He intends to call a
meeting to lay down some grcund
rules for folk music: we might get
something in the Arena slot -
someday.

Now, do you remember the 1987 Fylde
Festival workshop on Folk and TV?
Do vou remember passing some
motions at the end of it? One of
these was to the BBC governors
about the lack of people on the
central music advisory panel with
any knowledge of folk music.
Several letters have passed between
our Chairman and the Governors'
secretariat - and they've appointed
somecne! It's not anyone from this
area but Tan Russell, the expert on
Sheffield and South Yorkshire
traditional song, incliuding the pub
carcls. Don't expect too much from
this, but it's a small symbolic
victory.

There are no really big events to
report on screen or on air, unless
yvou count Joan Baez plugging her
book all over the place, but there
were several incidental pleasures.
In the new style Down Your Way,
Bolton steeplejack Fred Dibnah
visited a mining museum. G & V's
version of 'The Cocal & Albert

Berry' cropped up several times and
there was a brass band version of
the Gresford Colliery Disaster
song. Granada put on Ralph McTell
in concert at midnight and I forgot
to set the video. A burst of the
Chieftains emerged from Gemma
Craven's Desert Island Disks. Radio
4's Saturday 'Second Edition' did a
session on Folklore and included

- some song by Doug and Sue Hudsocon.

Kaleidoscope reviewed Coppersongs
and talked to Carthy about the
Coppers.

Radical Scots were the TV flavour
of the month. One of the most
successful of the BBC Scotland
drama series was the ironically
titled Dunroaming. This chronicled
the old age of a red Clydesider,
still fomenting revolution in his
old peoples' home, with music by
Dick Gaughan. Dick was not only
credited, but mentioned favourably
by the Observer's TV critic. If you
asked me which serious topic, to be
treated in ITV's This Week, was
most likely to feature Hamish
Imiach, the answer would alas be
alcoholism. Not so: it was the
Economic League and their
blacklists of left wing agitators.
Hamish performed part of a song on
the League: one suspects other
parts of it might not have been
suitable for family viewing.
Incidentally, the Economic League
believes in guilt by asscciation,
so look out any of you who've
booked Hamish, Dick, MacCocll,
Rosselson, most Irish groups ....
Mike Harding appeared before the
cameras in a farflung version of

his rambler's persona and was also

credited with the music that went

with him and the piles of toilet
tissue along 'The Kleenex Trail' to
Everest in C4's 'What on Earth Is

WO years ago someone handed me a
cutting from a Wigan evening newsg—
paper: "Kes Queniaux d'Anjou from
Angers in France ..... are hoping to
hear from local societies, with a view
to exchange trips", -

We replied; the letter was passed on
to Angers; initial moves were made
for an exchange -~ then nothing, Our
Angers contact had moved kouse, it
seemed, and I think the postman was
depositing our letters down the
nearest drain,

Next thing we learnt: 1Qd'A were to
appear at Poynton's Easter Folk

Festival ('86), guests of Poynton
Jemmers,

Letter to original contact: "Dear Mr,
Mather, we're brassed off avec such
chevaller treatment. Ou est 1'entente
cordiale?" Reply: "Pas de worry. Je
will pass vous on to un autre dance
team & Angers". "Bon", And he did;
and it came to pass that len had
beaucoup de 'phone calls avec i"ichelle,

"Hands up all those out to reverse the
Norman conquest = ‘cept we're going a
bit further south: Angevins and
Plantagenets and all that". "Yeah

(= Oui)", "Advertise to £ill up the
bus with other interested locals,
shall we?",

Well, the other interested locals -
whole families of them = wanted a C o=
plete Cosmos=-type package-type tour,
80 in the end only Margaret Molloy

and young Katy would risk their necks
with assorted IvM members, families
and friends who would only find out

where they were going when they gzot
there!

The bus was on time; the Channel was
kindness itself; nothern France Pro=-
vided a boring landscape; the Paris
peripherique was no bother; then a
change to landscape much like our own
and at the end of it all? - an .
inquisitive, perhaps apprehensive,
reception party of Groupe Félix
Landreau. Into the Foyer laique
Socio=Culturel (La FOL), to be
welcomed (the French DO like speeches;
lots of 'em) and to be introduced to

to our hosts, Within five minutes the ,
younger slement had arranged to go to a
dance, and tiredness was something only
the 0ld stagers felt. There was an
excellent buffet laid on, and the bar
wgs littered with bottles and two
barrels of Anjou wines. "You must
drink all that before you go home
(indicating the barrels)" "No time
like the present for making a start®,
someone remarked, and we began.

In fact, the whole week seemed to be
accompanied by a rosé (and rouge, and
blanc) mist. Chateaux (Samur and
Angers); tapestries; boules de forts

a slate nuseum; the cathedralj museums
of the mushroom and the horse; wine
tasting; the Cointreau distillexry; a
village festival; a boat trip (who could
forget that?!); excellent buffets and
picniess a civie receptionsy Fontevraude
Abbey., Whew!

We danced in roasting heat at
Fontevraude; to assorted Brits and a
refuges Cuban at Angers Chateau (can
we have an English version of your
carefully-prepared hand-out please?);
to a most arpreciative audience at the
village festival of Pont de Cé for I,

W 3 ] > .
le Maire d'Angers, and at various social
events,

"Are you German/Austrian/Yogoslavian/
Duteh?" was the commonest question,
Certainly some thought us mad, and both
teams - in a long crocodile, and %o
'Wellie the Elephant' and *The Runaway
Train' - emptied the bars and stopped
the traffic as we marehed back from
Angers City Hall to La FOL.

The people of Groupe Félix Landreau?
Like our own party, a real mixture of
agesj whole families involved in one
way or another, and absolute kindness
itself, Their hospitality was quite
overwhelming. They had gone to a great
deal of trouble over the arrangements,
and had very astutely matched up hosts

and guests -~ a big PLUS to them on
that score.

Their timekecping is, well, ...
different!, but we learned to cope
with it, just as we coped with many
other situations. Our hosts certainly
appreciated the trouble we had tak




ROADFOLK (contd) LEYLAND MoRRIS ABFoA
G01ng0n°'. WllklesWeekly “(R4) on in preparing for the visit (not only
. the press looked at The Léeds Other |muslo & danoe, but speeches, presents
 paper and included their folk §and momentoes as well), F:Lnd leav%ng
i _-'-é;o_f.r_'é_'sf'pb':'rid_'e:nt'._' (along with their for home was a very smotional episode.
. Jazz and rock columnists he does |rhe farewell meal at a restaurant on the
_gigs to raise money to keep the |p.jqay evening put the whole week into a |
. paper going!). Back on c4, the | jut shell: seventy of us sat down (at
__co_m__pul__s_},yely relaxed 'Rivers’' four | g,.ious times) being 33 from Leyland, the
“part series placed a fragment of }..44 from Group Félix - and we had a
the Wat;ers of'Tyne over that eerily marvellous %time. Some were still
empty industrial scene, ‘ finishing off the event with onion soup
and coffee at a farmhouse at 5am the
next morningl

womans' Hour followed up another
Australian 'First Voyage' contact,
a female Bellamy (no connectilon) - | What with last minute photos, numerous
Just as I snarled at the set |What farewells, and young Angevin ladies
about some appropriate music?’, up | stowing away on the bus, we didn't
came the Shanty from Transports! leave on time! "We are coming next
Folkear | yegr!" rang in our ears, I hope they
meant it! Not "May we.." or "Hould you
mind..", but "WE ARE..." just like thatj

9
and we were over the moon to hear it.

We shall be delighted to welcome them,
even though we'll have a hard job to G ‘ - :

match their hospitality. We made real .ueStS a.ppeaa“mg so far: ® Phil Cunningham e John
friends on that trip, and it is  Kirkpatrick & Martin Carthy e june Tabor
surprising how many of our people are @ Capercai?!ie e Kathryn Tickell ® Tiger M‘Oth

already at work on learning or improving . .. . . )
their French. Letters and photos have ® Mdire Ni Chathasa;gh & Chris Newman @ Clive

| already been exchanged by many - and - Gregson & Christine Collister ® Red Shift @ Swan
how we wish we were back there now! ' Arcade ® Taxi Pata Pata (Zaire/Zimbabwe/UK.)

e
What more could we have askedr? | @ Collaboration Anonyma. © Bread & Roses © [of
Thank you Mr. Mather, for the initial . Coppin @ Les Barker & Mrs Ackroyd e Nick Dow ® Hila S
contact, Thank you, Fishwicks (our | & Simon Mayor ® Strawhiead ® Paul Metsers © The Hr')(ﬂ}ame;
local bus & coach firm) for excellent " Hoboes ® Fintan ® Innominata ® The Hard Tirmes Strio ;ébusd
arrangements,Tizgka Sup;;:b mog‘g?i ® QOrion @ Ticklish Allsorts ® Kashmir @ Brian Petergge ?’?}B
z:i;iz:zc— z:md brinéozomeogﬁnszi;:: when Roaring Hundreds © Tosspot Theatre ® Aunt F ortesque’s

Bluesrockers ® Pigfoot @ Annie Williamson @ The Popular

you come over! ) . .
Roy Smith, Wobblies ® Raindance © Shep Woolley ® Merrie England

Leader, Leylani Norris Men Mummers ® Southfea Belles © Taeppa’s Tump @ Bourne
Bumpers ® King John’s Morris ® Mad Jack’s Morris @ South Downs
Morris ® plus many more

FORTHCOAING GUESTS SPECIAL EVENTS
April 3rd  SIHGERS ' "FOLX IN TME PARK"
Aprii 10ty SINGEAS VALE PARK, HAGAZINH LANE
April 17th  TAMMAHILL WEAVERS £3 ° WEH BRIGHTOH

Hay l1at, 8th and !5th SIHGERS

May 22nd  ALAW WULL (LINDISFARKE} L3°

Hay 29th  SINOERS HMDAYS 2 pa

June 5th  SINGERS MAY 29th, JUMZ Sth, 12¢h, 19th & 26th
June 1Zth  ISAAC GUILLORY E2° R s b

FRATURING LOCAL POLX ARTYISTH

At The Bognor Regis Centre
and Hotham Park, Bognor Regis

APHISSIOH FRER

POLK 1E THE PARK IS ORGAHISED IN COMJUNCTION WITH WIRRAL LEISURE SERVICES D2FT.

EDEEOR: Milly Chadband

% ATYANCE TICAETS FOR ALBIOW FOLK WIGHTS TEL:051 639 ta32 ai muk R
(10 s 101 B T, MG 0, ST KOO, VAL (5 &2 ,@g,‘*‘%:mml m;m; ﬁ,mm;m’ SINGER/SONGWRITER COMPETITION
, mﬂm . =
AT LAST WIRRAL'S FIRST SINGERS ONLY CLUB SUPPORTING LOUAL FOLK TALENT - . . 4
SINGERS AND NUSICIANS ALKAYS WILGORE. - Ticket Information General Information Saturd Weekend Ticket £1 8.59,__ |
DETAILS: - GBOFP DORAD, 3 WETHEREY AVEWUES, WALLASEY, KERSSYSIDE. Bg&% %t;lgnRi;ErRegis Centre, FREEPOST Sendan A4SAE. o aturday Ticket £10.50, Sunday Ticke
o TGI-S’ West Sussex PO21 1YZ Chalky Corkrey, 54 Corbishley Road Concessions Availab e
- cl: 0243 865551 BOGNOR REGIS, West Sussex 022 9HS S Avaliane
Tei: 0243 830289

Shonearad by fho ommeme Do ote B
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Do you enjoy Folk Like Us, Folk
Scene, or Lancashire Drift? You
do? How would you feel if two of
them were swept away and the third
imposed on you wherever you live?
Or if all three were abolished and
an anodyne Folk NW substituted? One
of these is likely if the current
BBC NW region plans go through.
"Specialist music' on Local Radio
(that's a catchall title for all
the real music programmes) is
marked down as an area to save
money. Some BBC NW local radio
output is to be reqgionalised (that
is, one programme on all four local
stations) and all specialist music
is currently included. Lobby now if
you want to save your local folk
programme: write to Steve Ireland,
Head of Local Programmes, New
Broadcasting House, Oxford Road,
Manchester M60 1SJ.

However, be constructive, not just
rude: Steve is also responsible for
starting the monthly 'Arts File' on
NW Tonight. Send them details of
all your folk activities - the more
we send, the more likely they are
to use some folk music events,
Write directly to Arts File at New
Broadcasting House.

For your bigger events, try the
listings pages of the Guardian and
the Independent, both of which now
include 'folk' in their headings
and list London events separately
from ours out here in the real
world. For the Guardian, write to
Listings Ltd, IBC House, 1-3
Mortimer St, LONDON WIN 7RH
(01-637-5277). For the Independent,
write to the paper at 40 City Road,
LONDON EC1Y 2DB, and mark it for
the attention of Steven Pope,
Listings. The more out of town folk
they get, the more likely they are
to use some.

THE ELECTROPATHICS &
KEITH HANCOCK @ ROY BAILEY
ALISTAIR ANDERSON
LA CIAPA RUSA (ITALY)

JALE MUSA JAWARA (AFRICA)
BERNARD WRIGLEY @ EDDIE UPTON
MALCOLMS INTERVIEW @ SHAGPILE

WILLIE TAYLOR, WILL ATKINSON
& JOE HUTTON & ROGER WILSON
TOM McCONVILLE & BUTTERFINGERS
MAIRE NI CHATHASAIGH & CHRIS NEWMAN
THE WHITE HORSE CEILIDH BAND
JIGSAW BAND & RITA BLOOD
BRIAN JOHNSON & THE WOLDERS
STEVE GARDHAM'S “ALL STARS”

ALL THAT & T-SHIRTS TOO @ PERSEPHONE
AIDLEY’S MORRIS © SULLIVAN'S SWORD
KIRKBURTON RAPIER DANCERS
TATTERFOALS © PLUM JERKUM
OAKWORTH VILLAGE MORRIS MEN
GREEN GINGER CLOG DANCERS

Scunthorpe Folk Song Club’s production of
Peter Bellamy's “THE TRANSPORTS”

Concerts, Ceilidhs, Dance Displays,
Harp Convention, Workshops, Street Shows
Craft & Music Carnival, Children’s Events
Informal Sessions, Creche, Campsite

Season Tickets £16.00
(£14.00 before May 1st)
including camping
Reductions for Children

TICKETS & INFORMATION:
Chris Wade, 2 Star Row,
North Dalton, Driffield, YO25 SUR
Telephone: 037 781 662

In association with BBC Radio Humberside
Supported by Lincolnshire and Humberside Arts,
Humberside Leisure Services,

The East Yorkshire Borough of Beverley
Borough Council

ABRAHAM Mo55 CENTRE
<:? © WY, ,

0 - C _

| CLIVE  GREGSON
16th April é& 7.30 p.m,

CHRISTINE COLLISTER

In Concert
Pius Suppert
Manchesters Clive Gregson and Christine Collister are two of the most sought

after performers on the music circuit, Clive, instrumental guitarist,

percussionist and powerful vocalist combine with inspired harmony in a
performance which is often breath-taking.

%t Fhe beginning of 1988 their new album "MISCHIEF" sat at the top of the
National folk and Roots Charts, so see them now!

Tickets: £2.50/&1.50

ORGANISED BY

THE WHITE HORSE FOLK CLUB, BEVERLEE’"

4th June

LEON ROSSELSON

In Concert

An established singer-songwriter with a style that deties categorisation.
He has written and performed songs about many contemporary issues and
has toured a wide variety of venues from folk clubs to theatres. He is

probably best known for the songs he wrote for the stage production of
"They Shoot Horses Don't They",

Tickets: £2.50/£1,%0

%here will be afternoon workshops to accompany both of these performances.
Contact DAVE PRICE at the Theatre for details,

&

\. ‘/\\
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CRESCENT RoAP, CRUMPFALL MANCHESTER MB 6= TEL 06/ 7460 1491
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FRIDAY. isT 8TH 19TH 22Mp Z9TH

BEE.. . - singars’ nlght sirpors’ night singars’ night sinpera’ night sinusrs’ night
POTTERIES . FESTIVRL OF FOOLS|SULLIVAN’S P/B (9 3R CAIUN (b) ROV HARRIS singars’ night
NORTATEH letosen singers’ night |singers’ night |EDDIE WALKER KNOME O’DEIL
PORKIES PETE GOODE CLOSED ' GUEST TBR CLGBED MELANIE HARROLD (3
BLACKBURN singers” night Fingers’ n;gﬁt singers’ night singers’ night singers’ night
HAMBLETGN singers’ night  |singers’ night  |sinears’ night  [singers’ night  [singers’ nieht
SATURDAY 2ND aTH 16TH 28ROD 30TH

BURY CEILION RIOT BRND|CHESHIRE MAITES |REDRRAYNE CATH/CHRIS ORMSTONIRN WALKER
BREWERY 060 SOHO FORIAN LERS <19 |BRLHAN ALL IGATORS |CLOSED
SOUTHPORT 2 ROY HRRPER (132 Télgplc DIS. BAND
POYNTON FESTIVAL CRUGHT ON THE HOP i
MISCELLANECUS BoTHY CELIDHIE) | MRGHML cs:.(sn%enrm RAYE oni 10TH s,,fgw.

SUNBAY 3RO 18TH 17TH 24TH

8O0THY PETE FMORTON singers’ night PETE COE gingers” night

ERGLE 2 CHILD CLBSED MAXI & MITCH singers’ night ISRRS GUILLORY

LEIGH C4,0SED ROSIE HARDHAN JOHH HOWARTH GRION

POYNTON FESTIVRAL SILERS RNNE RLBIN MAKYIRAG

RAVE BN singers” night PETE COE singers’ night 18TH BIRTHDAY

LLRMBUDNO HIMSELF & BROTHER|zingars’ night singers’ night GUEST TBR

ROCHDALE gingers” night FUDGE singers” night HIGHTSHIFT

KING’S HERD ROGER HESTBROOK |ME & “IH BRAM TRAYLOR DAVE GALBRAITH

BLACKPOOL singerd” night singsrs’ night singars” night gingers”’ night

MONDAY 4TH 11TH 1BTH 25TH

HORMICH singers’ night BRIRN OSBORN singars” night sinwers’ night

PRESTOM

POYNTON CEsingers’ night singers’ night singers” night singers” night

TRITON CLOSED singers’ night singers’ night gingers’ night

TUESDAY 5TH 12TH 19TH 26TH

YRRROW VRLEEY BRAM TAYLOR CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

LEIGH = Influsd,
RAYE OM — Full

BOTHY — Clive Pownceby. Pete Rimmer,
EAGLE & CHILD - Caught on the Hop. Guartz.

Calice
House

LLANOUDNO = The Rambiing Boys
HORKICH — Jowece Riding, Tom Ferber
POYNTON CMon.> — Pete Hughes & friends
TRITON - Ages fpart
HINDLEY - Pocheen
BILLACKBURN — Pend lem.
FOLK AT THE NEST - Nerthern Comfort,
MAGHULL — Hundred’s of “em!

1an Hornby

Paul Reid

Phi 1 Clayton

Bric~a~Brac

HINDLEY singers’ night _Bfﬁti‘l TAYLOR singars’ night RICHRRD CRRINGER
MAGHUL L NO DATES HNO DRTES NO DATES MO DATES
BREWERY CEILIDHS BRND TBA
WEDNESDRY GTH 13TH 28TH 27TH
HHITEHAVEN DY CAVEN singars’ night MAKYIRRG MAYOR & JAMES >
FOLIK AT THE TUTE singsrs” night CRUGHT OM THE HOPMARIE LITTLE HAKY IRAG
WHITE SHAN JOMTY COLLINS singers” night HRAXL & MITCH JEZ LOMWE
FOLK AT THE NEST singers’ night sirgers’ night singers’ night singers’ night
THURSDAY FTH 14TH 2187 28TH
DHRMEN CLOSED JAMINE #2ELLS CLGSED singers’ night
WIGAN dingars” night singers' night gingers’ night sirngers” night
MAGAZ IRE gingars’ night gingers” night gingers’ night singers’ night
BURNLEY singers’ nisht | singers” night | singers’ night | JOLLY JRCK
f

e ST DS 2

T T NOTES FOR APRILs

Sullivans?

#* Full detaiis of Brewery/bcumhport

Arts Centres,mee Ciub News
Priva.ta Stock
R.Cajun and the Zydeco Brothers
with bassiet 0llie Blancheflower
Celebration at Melling Tithebarn
with Allan Tayior,Martin Carthy

& John Kirkpatrick etc.
Ric Saunders & Simon Nicol
Simon Mayor & Hilary James

'
i

1AY DATE

SUNOAY 157 8T 19TH 22D Z9TH

BOTHY DUCK BRKER singers’ night  [PETE RIFMER JOHpalY HANDLE CLOSED

ERGLE & CHILD singars’ night RRTISRH s ingpers’ night GLEEST TBR singars” night
LETGH IAN KALKER BENNS & ZORN .<a>' g ingers’ night JOLLY JACK BRAF TEVLOR
POYHTON ISARC BUILLORY RLLAN HULL I CRUGHT ON THEHOP [BLALDCK SHITHY DICK GRUGHN
RAVE OH HELRANIE HREROLD(B) {sinwerz’ night  isingers” night CRUBHT GM THIHOP CLOSED
LLANDUOND singers” night siregors” night DLIEBY TBR singars’ night singers” nighd
ROCHODALE HERITRGE singers” night GECGFF HICGIMNBOTYORsingors” night CLAIRE FOONEY singsrs’ night
KING"S HERD LAST RESORT STRFF FM [THE BLRACKREARDS MORTHERH COMFORT KEM PERRSON
BLACKPOOL singers” night gingers’ night ;simrs' night wirgers’ night singers’ night
FONDAY ZhD oOTH 18TH 22RD S8TH

HORWICH singers” nisht ZORH & SEt_éNS (a) cingers”’ night sinpers” night singers” nigh‘é
#RESTON ‘

POYNTON sinpers’ night gingars’ night singsrs’ night gingers” night singers” nlght
TRITON C{ OSED singars’ pight izingers”’ night singsrs” night ICLOSED
TUESDRY 2R0 197TH 177H 24TH F1ST

YRRROH VRLLEY singers” night

HINDLEY singers’ night JRCKIE FINNEY BTH SOND CONTEST [sinpsrs” night JEZ LOKE
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"Why doesn't somebody re-issue the old
Michael Chapman albums?" wonders Nick
Swift of Decoy records, the new central
Manchester folk and jaz®s shop.

"I thirk that those old Blondel albums
should be put out again,” muses Mike
Billington, Radloc Manchester's folk show
host.

"T wish they'd re-issue the Trees
albums," laments Jones., This con~
versation took place a while ago over
one of Decoy's famous cups of coffee,
and wasn't just a bunch of dead heads
reminiscing about their favourite
albumg of yesteryear, but rather some
genuine observations on the spate of
old vinyl that was being stuck out
again., Someone somewhere had the good
idea of sticking out new copies of
records that had been long unavailable,
I don't know exactly who started it,
but Steeleye albums have been avail-
able in re=-issued form, much to

Maddy Prior's chagrin, since the mid
70s, and Righteous, (a sub-branch of
Collets) issued the old Shirley Collins
Davey Graham collaboration, "Folk Roots,
New Routes,"” back in the early 1980s,
Topic re-packaged all Martin Carthy's
output some years back, and of course
companies like Ace, Edsel and Demon
have always re-issued rock material.

On the question of re-issuing, ob-
viously 1lot depends on agreement of
artiste i record companies that
material snould gather dust no longer.
Often it depends on label bosses being
fans or in someway commected with the
acts., Take Roy Harper re-issues on
Awareness with a smattering of Robin
Williamson, in both cases Andy Ware
loves the music, while Joe Boyd at
Hannibal presided over a whole stable
of Witchseason artists as producer, so
has a ready interest in seeing that
material, by the likes of Richard
Thompson, Ashley Futchings, Fairport
and the late ;reat Sandy Denny availe
able again. In fact Hannibals
"Heyday' a re-=jigged version of a
Convention tape bootleg has to be

one of the most complete reasons for
re-issued records, it filled a gap
very neatly and presented a pile of
long, lost classic songs. Yankee

folk like The Byrds, Hearis And Flowers
and Bruce Cockburn have all had old
vinyl exhumed by more rock orientated
labels in 1987, and Cockburnts double
release in particular was a joy, tracing
his development from acoustic folk %o
full blooded rock, There are still many
examples to be re-packaged and gprung

on an eager public, the market must be
there, the Italians in particular seem
to devour old folk records. Can you
believe that Pentangle are still very

big in Italy? DPersonally I can't picture

1t ¢eo0e0 The three pundits swilling
Decoy coffee, proved accurate with their

wishes in one case out of three at least,

both the Trees albums have been rescued
from oblivion by Decal and have been
released in their original sleeves,

But Nick and Mike will have to wait for
Michael Chapman and Amazing Blondel,
but probably not too long.

The scarcity of albums is bad enough,
but singles and tapes are almost im-
possible to trace., It took me a long
time to find Jack the Lads 45s, and they

had a habit of issuing material on 7 inch |

vinyl only, but after much bhair tearing
I've got them, a Horslips EP of Irish
origin finally came via the States, but
many more still elude. Fortunately the
45 seems to be dying ocut as a folk
format. Tapes however are cheap, and
easily produced, they flood out and pro-
vide an act with something gquick %o sell
to fans at gigs. The number of cassettes
now available is mind boggling and some
are very badly produced, but amongst all
that rubbish is some good music, that
may ger overlooked or assigned to limbo,
if not brought to attention, A case in
point being Calum Martin a gaelic writer
from the Western Isles, following a
gimilar though not as lofty a path as
RunRig, he can only afford to put out
tapes, but the music's wonderful, full
blooded and passionate, He gets sales
from small shops that can bring the music
to attention, but I doubt he'll ever be
available in the folk racks of the likes
of HMV or Virgin,

The rise of CDs threatens to frustrate
things more, Pyewackett have already
put out material execlusive to CD and

the Pogues followed suit with a CE single;
of the excellent "Fairytale Of New York,"

it'm enough to make some people rip out
their beards and wave their pewter
tankards. Apnd since I have no intention

e— SIS

‘at present of delving into folk CDs .

or the exclusive angle of tapes, the
situation looks more and more complsz.

But there are some albums that plain
disappear without %trace, that you never
ever get so much as a whiff of, O(ne
album I never expected to see was
entagle's "Solomon's Seal," on Reprise
recorded just before they split up,

and as good as invisible ever since.
But, the fates were on my side this
very day, out of nowhere, in a grotiy
cardboard bhox at a record fair a bonzer
mint condition copy turned up for pea-
nmuts, Taken by many to be one of their
worst because it's rocky, I reckon it's
qulte a decent enough platter. But
should any of you have hanging around

a copy of Steeleye's "Rocket Cottage
Radio Show" disc on Chrysalis, or
"Horslips presents Horslips,™ on DJM

let me kmow, they're two vinyl éxampléé
that are good at this vanishing business.

One msn's meat i® another man's poison
and that some people do like the darpe
dest music and will vay for it too ism

a faot of life. Me? I think T°'11 Just
8lip on my Folque albuns, a bazzing
Norwegian bank who play their tradition
like they're Thin Lizzy, songs of trolls
reindeer and snowstorms with a heavy
metal punch, You go and put on your
Harvey Andrews or whatever ,.,......

Contacts (and Do.) Michael Young,
Hergesat Records, Orchard House, Lower
Hergest, Kington, Herefordshire.

0544 231081, (Thanks for the help,)
Horst Pohle, Folk Record Source Book,
Goesthestr., 74, 1000 Berlin 37,

West Germany,
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A. REVIEI\TER REVIIJED L -

I used to subscribe to your magazine,
but more often than not I didn't receive
my copy, and on the rare occasion that

I did it was so late that the news was
out of date and not worth reading.

Last year I received an apology for the
distribution problems, and an invitation
to renew my subscription, so once more I
sent off my money and awaited the arrival
of my next Newsletter. Once again it has
been noticeable by its abscence, and
enquiries at my bank lead me to discover
that my cheque has not been cashedd

(EDITOR'S NOTE- We have no record of this
ever having arrived)

Amazingly, one of my friends seems to
receive the N.W.F.F.C Newsletter fairly
regularly, and recently I was able to
read their copy of the Dec '87/Jan '88
issue. On reading the review of "One
Step Closer" by the Tom Topping Band ay
first reaction was to write to the Editor
of the magazine and ask what qualificat-
ions you require someone to have to give
their opinions of other people's records,
but then I realised it was actually
written by the Bditor, so I suppose that
explains it- you can say what you like
when its your own magazine- not much
chance of anyone editing your article

out ig there?

I found your comment that the tape is a
"so-called 'live' recording" highly
offensive, since I was present at the
recordings, and I can assure you that
there was a good deal of audience part-
icipation, more than "desultory applause"
However, I hardly think that anyone
purchasing an album wishkes to hear the
artists drowned out by their audience,
and in my opinion the balance of sound
hag been professionally mixed to acheive
a zood blend of music.

'he need for introductions to the songs
is unnecessary, and would have meant
that fewer tracks could be included-

as you know the tape runs Tor seventy
nminutes, so it could hardly have been
erteonded further,

The Tom Topping Band are not a 'folk
sroup', they are entertainers in a much
wider sense, playing to varied audiences,

many of whom prefer a pleasant melody
and a chorus they can join in, to a2 16
verse lament with no tune, no chorus and
seemingly no end. When the Tom Topping
Band are bocked to play at a PTA evening
or a golk c¢lub, they are often playing
to people who have nver been to a folk
c¢lub, and who have no idea what sort

of music they would find there, so the
group brealk them in with a few familiar
standards ("Last thing on my mind",
"Sweet Sixteen" etc) and some of their
own songs, plus a gouple of traditional
songs (as seen on the cassette).

Having had a thoroughly entertaining
evening, many of these people then
decide to visit the Black Horse Folk
Club which is run by the Tom Topping
Band, and then become regular visitors
to other folk clubs., In my opinion, the
Tom Topping Band (TTB for the rest of
thig letter—~ BDITOR) are great ambass—
adors for the folk scene, introducing
folk music to many people who would
cotherwise never have ventured near a
folk club. Their populariliy is refl-
ected by a capacity audience whenver
they have a residents night at the Black
Horse- these nights are mush better
attended than the guest nights, even
with zuests ol the calibre of Harvey
Andrews, Allan Taylor, Jake Thackray,
Gregson & Collister.

In a recent interview on Radio Mersey-
side Harvey Andrews said thaty in his
opinion, Colin Henderson of the TTB
writes songs on a par wilith those of
Lennon and McCartney, and you can't get
higher praise than that, particularly
from one of the counties leading singer
songwriters.

All of the tracks on the cassétte were
requested by the group's audiences,
from the folk clubs and beyond, and if
some of them are not to your taste that
doesn't mean they are a "meaningless
string of words"; to many people the
songs you are guick to condemn have a
great deal of meaning., I appreciate that
you are entitled to your own opinions,
but surely personal taste should not
cloud your judgement of others,
particularly when you are in a position
to voiese your opinions, while others
are not.

LETTERS (continued)

I'm not really sure why you decided to
review "One Step Closer", you admit
that you have never seen TEB live,
which may explain why you feel the need

for introductions to the songs. You are-

quite right aboul one thing- they are

very good live, and they do have a good

line in banter, but much of their
humour is wvisual and would not be
apyropriate for inclusion on record.
I find live recordings which have

included an element of background noise

and banter become extremely irritating
after 2 or 3 plays— a comment that is
witty on the spur of the moment grows
less amusing when heard for the fifth
time, and positively annoying after the
twentiethl! All too often live albums
are left to gather dust at the back of
the cupboard for that reason, and 1 for
one amr most grateful to be able to
listen to this casgette without having
to grit my teeth between songs.

I have not heard anyone else make any
complaints about "One Step Closer™, and
I know many people who bought it, so I
know I am not the only one to disagree
with your views.

Incidentally, I also read your review
of the latest Harvey Andrews album
"P.G.", which I think is one of the
worst albums I have heard for years,
and I am a Harvey Andrews fan. The
whole album is totally over-orchest-
rated, the background music detracting
from the lyrics, and I was disappointed
at the arrangements he's given to some
brilliant songs. "Cheecky Young Lad" in
particular is one of his finest songs
but the live version is so much better
than the up tempo album track. As for
"Room Servige'- can this sickly, -
sentimental slush really have come from
the man who wrote "Margarita”,"Lot 204"
and so many more? I would have thought
that your comment of "meaningless
string of words" would be more approp-
riate for that song. As a record
reviewer I think you should stick to
being an editor in future.

Yours faithfully,
Shelagh Doyle (Mise)

THE EDITOR REPLIES: I'1ll fry %o be
briefer than Miss Doyle has been in
her criticism of my review.

There are a number of points of
relevance heres

bny review ls,; of necessity, the personal
view of the person doing that review.

I try always to get as unbiased a view
as T can of every record sent to me;
thus I wouldn't send The Poguez to Ian
Hells or Hartin Carthy to Simon Jones.
Beyond that I ask all reviewers to be
honest about the LP; I don't want pages
of platitudes just because an artist may
be popular or famous. If it is bad, we
say so, and I hope you wouldn't expect
any less of us.

The other side of the ceoin is that I
have a very limited number of people

to call upon for reviews, so I have to
do some myself from time to time, If T
had suffiecient reviewers I would rarely
have to do one myself.

If more people were as guick %o help asm
they are to criticise the least little
thing, the magazine would be consistently
out on time and we could continue to
improve the quality.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Every issue we endeavour to publish as
wide a selection from cur postbag as
space will permit. We do of course
reserve the right to shorten or pr
print extracts from long or multi-
topic letters where this can be done
without altering the writer's

meaning.

Have you a point of view on the
letter we'¥e printed above, or indeed
on any relevant topic to the
Newsletter? If so, why don't you
write in 7

Write toz
The Editor,
NoW.F.F.Co Newsletter,
118, Bolton Road,
Aspull,
WIGAN WN2 1XF




RAINDANCE '"Same!
Raindence Records XIS 121 (Cassette XIS 121C)
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When I come across a name like 'Raindance’ and a pub-

licity hendout that states the bend is "at the fore—
front of the resurgence of rock bands influenced by

their roots" a cold fear grips my stomach and T think
back to all those turgid early 70's progressive bands

on the Harvest and Vertigo labels, Wait a mirute tho-

ugh, this is halfway decent. Raindance may use lead-
free petrol and probably own a wholefood grocers in
Oxford, but like food, like music.... this stuff
pulses!

We have here a six-piece band with flute and violin
(not fiddle you'll understand) predominant, but with
a solid rhythm section and a heal thy percussive feel,
This makes for a cool, classy jazz-rock with folk
undertones —a sort of Santana/East Of Eden/Renaiss—
ance hybrid, but it works! Formed in 1985, Raindance
have waited until now to release this, their debut
L.P. with nine tracks, all self-written. I prefer
the instrumentals which comprise 8% of the album
anyway, finding the lyrics much tco hippy-dippy

for my taste. There's no denying however that the
‘songs are well-crafted and one man's tweeness is
another's "contemporary relevance acknowledging
timeless inspirations."

There are reggae influences and snatches of familiar
Celtic tunes all adding to an eloquent pot-pouarri
which I should imagine is a joy to experience live
and where, I wonder can we catch this outfit? Theirs

is a new name to me although I'm told they have numer—

ous appearances on radio & T.V. and successful tours
to their credit, so why haven't they played my local
wine bar?

A well-designed sleeve, excellent production by Rich-
ard Haines and a bright, airy mix make this the ideal
album to backdrop your pre-dirner drinks this Spring.
Yes, my turntable will be seeing more of Raindance.

I wouldn't pigecn-hole their misic under 'Folk' 'Folk—

Rock' 'World Music' or any category which would imply
stereotyped disciplines. Moods for moderms indeed!

CLIVE POWNCEBY

FAIRPORT CONVENTION
"In Real Time" Island ILPS 9883

S0 who wasn't there? Cropredy that is.
The deputy editor was, I wa®, S0 was
about half the folk scene. You've seen
the concert, heard it on the radio, now
buy the album «ss ccming soon, the -
video. It may be a familiar story, but
therein lies a lot of Fairport's appeal

Past their glory years most certainly,
but still chugging along nicely. This
ig without doubt the best live album
they've produced, and is in some ways
a nostalgic reunion with the past, the
label and the band that were once
synonimous. Dave Mattacks has done a
sympathetic job for his old mates, and
if you sit back, close your eyes and
concentrate you can almost hear Bernie
trying to find Simon Nicol,

Simon Jones

P
THESE SMALL ADS. are excellent value
for private sales and wants eto. The
ideal way to sell an unwanted record or
instrument etec., or even to find a new
band member. These are for non-business

users only.
SPECTAL RATES =

Mirat 30 words £E0.T5
per 10 words extra £0.25
In a box add £0.50

Send your copy, pre-paid only please,

% 5uall Ads.,
T,Sunleigh Road,
Hindley, WIGAN WNZ Z2RE
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Fiddle plaver remiirss for biessy
Wirral hossd Barn ""ancm’f‘whdh
band - the current ong’s
leaving to spend more time with
her horse. Please rino Srihee
Marshall, 051 ZE3Z4 272& S ¥
details.

G{‘RADW@NAL DANCES OF RURAL EN@LANE

“The dance itis a great thing )
A great thing to me,

With candles lit and partners fit
For night long revelry”

NGS - REELS
SCHOTTISCHES - POLKAS

Played with verve and
vigour on Accordion, Violin,
Electric Bass and Percussion.

COUNTIY DANCE £ BAND

For enquiries about ‘Jack-at-a-pinch’ ring any of the band.
Wilf: 061 973 5767, Trevor: 061 941 7045, Geoff: 061 973 7378, Bernard: 0204 697716

THE POTTERIES
FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL Kol e ettt Prane o ooieeiirne
20th-22nd MAY 1988

" por Further Information: § Crump Tel: 0782 323353,
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Hipper Family. Gas Mark Five, Shaskeen. e — se
Witson Family. Eleciropalhics.
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¢ Fred jordan. Phit & june Colclough. cidey Irening Tioae [osdersd price, s
Steve Stokes. Gitlie Nicholls, Touchwood T

Cﬂl Tf!f‘(fﬁ! jaﬁff Saturday Day Ticket {ch:ld 10;-}16: 1y p,‘-,"

Feel First Appalachian, Leopard Spol Clog. oo —
Bedcar Sword. Crown Bank jenny Sazon Morris.

................................................

Ko. reguitres

Senncn Ticket {chiid 10-18) % price

Campers’ Tickets
{Semnon Ticket holders onlyl FREE

Friday Evening Ticket lchild 10-16) % price
Baturday Day Ticket £ 7.00

Sunday Dy Ticket {reduced price] { 3.50

Suncay Dey Ticket {child 10-16} % price

Workshops. Singarounds & Sesslons.
Season Tickets L£12° (€70 Before April 301h) e

Free Camping For Season Tickel Holders. U e o w11 tseaes arders receroes b e nes
Send Cheque/P.0. Payable o s Mg R e e e e

troineas, snd their dependents. A}l others pay full price.

“Poiteries Folk Festival commitice”
And s.a.¢. To Jason Hill 54 Price Sireet. Burstem.
Swﬁc’ en-Trent. §T6 4EN. Tei: 0782 813407

+ Concesstony Avallabie

Venue: Queen's Theatre Bursiem. Stoke-on-Trent,
Prg&gm(d By‘NﬂH’(a&“ﬂ& Pg’[ﬁ]"fj Fﬁ[ﬁ yﬂﬁg club‘ f,ﬂ Assoctorion u’”ﬂ: Return thi- form with your remittance and a large btamped melf-addressed erveicpe

Jamon Hill,

34 Price Street

Burslem,

STOXKE-CH-TRENRT. Telephone:

6TE 4EN. Stoke-on-Trent {0787} 81340!

CHILDREN. Children under 10 are admitted free, and childres 10-1€ an ralt jrice.
if atcompenied by adult ticket-holdera.

DAY & EVENING TICKETS, The Friday Ivening and Sundsy Day tickets angluse
admiagion to all events on those deye. The Saturday Day Ticket 1s wvalidd
until 10 p.a, enly: lete-night asvents orn Saturdsy are open %¢ Seascr
Ticket holders only.

CHEQGVUES. Fleode make cheques peyable to "Potteries Foli Femtival Committer”.

MUSICIANS
UNION

STOKE-ON-TRENY
CiTY COUNCIL




OFF THE CUFF 'What Difference Does It Malw?'

DEAD Records Cassette 002
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Picture the scene. It's Sundsy aftermoon at a wesleend
festival. The bars have closed and a slespy, aavs
folded, contented feeling prevails. Heading up to the
final First Division guest spot are middling club sin-
gers, wually local acts and bands like Off The Cuff
who suddenly meke you sit up a bit. Why? Well it's not
beécause they're astoundingly good or immovative in
their approach, nor are they radically different in
style or material to meny cutfits in the folk world...
it's because they give the impression that something
is happening. In the cold light of an everyday it's a
different sound and fury. Signifying?.erm-mm, not
very much actually.

vhat Off The Cuff do is very competent traditional and
tredi tiocnal-based material with all marmer of fretted
instrunents, concerting, Northumbrisn small-pipes and
a heavy keyboard presence. Don't get me wrong, it's
perfectly acceptable music but I don't find it part-
icularly absorbing end the atdrenalin is not puming
in any real sense,

There's plenty going on, sweeping cascades of synth.
busy arrangements, extremely earmest.vocals but at
the end of an item such as "Gentleman Soldier' or
‘Merlin' (part written by Andrew Crothers of the
keyboards, concertina and .small-pipes) you're left
wendering So What!?

A thing which I find lacking throughout is any sense
of humour — even my old favourite 'Crockery Ware' is
done in a relentlessly complex fashion with needless
refrains, stop/start instrumentation and an adenoidal
folk voice that for some reason makes my lips purse.
It's an spproach that's consistent throughout and with
song titles such as "The Poor Mon Pays For All" '"The
Press-Ganged Man'' and "A Mining Men® it's hardly sur-
prising that Off The Cuff's reputation is founded on
their material being firmly based on the traditions
of working life. Accordingly Deve Dule who handles most
of the lead vocals adopts a serious tone that I find
terminally depressing when coupled with the grandicse
style of some of the compositions here.

Mind you, doom and gloom is fashionable in Thatcher's
late-80's Britain, but if this cessette is targetted
at finding a wider audience for the band it'1l miss
the mark, — well-produced, chromed and Dolbied though
it be. There isn't enough content, not encugh of a
lasting impression, once you've stripped away its
style. As a gig-seller, a tape for the corwerted it'll
do very well on its own level but if any investment
has been sunk into this recording, unit trusts would've
proved a better bet. The title track is good, a strang
meledy, succinct lyric and not over-fussy instrument—
ation but for an object lesson in how to mele a
political/post-industrial popular song in 3 mins 57
secs without the po-faced treppings, listen to Billy
Joel's "Allentown" from the 'Nylon Curtain' albam.

It was top ten too in the States - now that's Folk
Song with an impact!

CLIVE FOWMNCEBY

jazz style,

The Decca Skiffle Sessions
1954/7
Ken Colyer:

LAKE LAS5S007

LAKE is the flipside of Fellside,
and specialises in jazz re-issues.
Skiffle started within English
bands playing in the New Orleans
and Colyer, though not
very successful commercially, is an
important link. This record of
19{(!) tracks features four
different Colyer skiffle line-ups,
two including the legendary Alexis
Korner, and is all Colyer made for
Decca.

I'm actually old enough to remember
skiffle but my hopes of happy
nostalgia were dashed. Considering
that skiffle was a seedbed out of
which grew British blues, bits of
the folk revival, and ultimately
60s rock, these tracks are
curiously unexciting. Most of them
sound like funeral songs before the
interment - worthy musical
archaeology rather than exciting
roots music. The nearest comparison
is of 60s EFDSS dance records.
Lonnie Donegan never made the
mistake of an over-reverential
approach to simple, strong songs!

Ian Wells

ANDREW CRONSHAW Topio
"Pill the Beasts' returning" 12TS44F

The timely return of the founder of
experimental folk finds him still firmly
on the left side of the revival. He's in
fine company, with all of Pyewackett,
Ric Ssunders, June Tabor and Rick Xemp
among a cast of thousands. Its almost
sacrliege to pick out any tracks from

as oomplete a collection as this, but

if you're going to put the finger on me
then I'11l opt for the achingly under-
etated glory of "Wasps in the Woodpile"
He was once quoted 2s saybng that Folk
Kusic should be:dangerous, scream st

you a bit, This has so much volume that

it will shake your windows and rattle
Four doors. An epic return. Don't you
dare miss him and June Tabor together
at the Band on the Wall.

Simon - ONES

Vi

Beloved Lewis: Ishbel Macaskill
LAPWING LAaP 117

Ishbel Macaskill comes from Lewis’
and all we might expect from the
Isles is here. Pure Gaelic, mostly
unaccompanied pure voice, clear
diction, fine spacious

interpretations ... pure magic. It
is in the cool Gaelic tradition of
laments, of stories of hard lives
and personal loss. There are

neither dance tunes nor political
songs on this record, just the
personal feelings of a sensitive
people set out in their own
language.

Here we have the performance of a
mature artist who shapes the spaces
between the notes as subtly as the
sparing ornaments to the tune.

The insert sheet gives full lyrics
in the original Gaelic and in
English translation. The occasional
guitar accompaniment is subtly
provided by Duncan Findlavy,

production excelled by being
unnoticeable.

While the Scottish electric bands
galvanise the body into dance, this
record expands the mind and soothes
the soul. I'd be writing a good old
fashioned rave if I weren't so
relaxed - I've never before been so
reluctant to move from the hi-fi to
the word prcoccessor. On no account
play it if you've anything urgent
to do - it abeolishes time.

Tan Wells

THE POGUES

Poguemahone NYRL
¥If I should fall from grace with God"

Bither you love or hate them 53 I've
known normally sane people froth at the
mouth with obscenities when the Pogues
are mentioned, He, I on they're the
best thing to happen %o folk music in
ages. Fhat you may not realise if you
bave been ignoring them is jusi what a
fine, mature band they‘'ve become. Shane
HacGowan has turned out to be a keen
songseith, & kind of Irish Cockney Tom
Haita, gloomy subjects with great melodies,
Hasn't "Fairytale of New Yodk" a great
gingle that captured the mood of the
expatriate Irish perfectiy? "Thousands
Are Sailing" is a killer with a roving
dance tune breaking out at just the
right momentys They're turning out to be

‘a potent force and have the good taste

to include Terry Woods among their
number. A gin-sodden, glorious soak of

a record. Viva Pogues, and bad luck to
anyone who can't or won't appreciate them.

Simon Jones

ARE ACCEPTED AT THE FOLLOWING BATES:

"Camera Ready" Qther
1/8 page £ 3.00 £ 4.50
1/4 page £ 6.00 £ 9.00
1/2 page £ 12.00 £18.00
1 page £ 24.00 £.36.00

Send you copy ng
— = 7,Sunleigh Read,

Discounts are available for adverts pre~beoked for a number of issyes
(5 for the price of 4). All advertising is accepted on a
and "camera ready" rates only apply to adverts fitting standar
Paul Holden (edvertising)

Hindley, Nr. Higan, ¥HZ 2RE

Size (Height x Width, mm)

67 x 92 or 92 x &3

135-x 92 or 67 x 185 or 185 x 63
i35 x 185 or 270 x 92 or 185 x 126
270 x 185

id basis only,

Please enclose your
cheque payable to
NRPFPFRQO




Tannahill weavers: Dancin® PFeet:
Green Linnet sIF 1081

Manus Lunny/Andy M. Stewart: Dublin
Lady: Green Linnet SIF 1083

Two more gems from the label which
specialises in nothing but. God alone
knows why I've always written off the
Tannanills before....subliminaly
influenced by the word "Weavers" .
perhaps? Any way lent 1is a season
for confession and I was wrong.

" Ingtrumentally the¥_are in no_respect
i

inferior to Battlefield, Run Rig or

824 other Caledonian outfit you care
tv zmention. The four sets of tunas
lavish abundant proof on this ..kick

started by some potent. piping abl
Supportedywith ﬁgdule, ga%do%in, J

guitar, bozouki and other cheese
graters (as Simon Jones would say),
it"s a strong and heady mix. Vocally
they 're not. sae bad either, even if
another version of "Will Ye Go, ;
Lassie, Go" is something I could have
lived without. There®™s a very nice
version of Archie Fisher's "Final
Trawl™ to finish the programme and I
wouldn't mind betting that, in
concert, they provide an evening to be

warmly remembered. Altogether, an
album worth latching on fo,

In altogether mellower vein is the
quiet virtuosity of Messrs: Lunny;
and’ Stewart. As Irish as the head on
a. pint of Quiness, they coast their
uncomplicated way through several

very pleasant songs of their own,

with Stewarts "Freedom is like Gold"

a particular standout and various trad.
offerings with the old Bothy ballad
"Bogies Bonnie Bell" leading the field
in that category. High class guesting
from Ally Bain and Silly Wizaréd's

Phil Cunningham adds fuel to the
proceedings.,

Bernie Porkin.

Harta Sebastyen/m,gglkas: Same :
dannibal HNBL 1330

Danny Thompson: Whatever:
Hannibal HNBL 1326

A wide range of musics on these two
indicative of the depth and variety
of tne hannibal catalogue.

First we have ex-pentangler Danny
Thompson pushing folk for CD ownmrs.

immagulatel ayed and

eﬁg%gnegsesgugéfgg lfﬁe %ﬁgdggggected
: # soundtrack for an imaginary

‘movie about Wiemar Germany.

The Grauniad critic, who obviously
understands some subliminally deep
message contained therein, went. OTT
for it: I won'te...it's too close to
aural wallpaper for my taste with only
"Lovely Joan" ('cos I already know It)
and "Lament for Alex Campbell" rising
above the miasma into my consfiswuaness.
To counterbalance the effiect of my
cloth ears you might like to know that
the majority of the nations critics
(National Dailies, Melody Maker, Félk
Roots) thought it was A1 and it
apparently sells like hot whatsits,.

Which leaves Muzsikas, whom I saw,
briefly, during the Cropready abaos
last year. They sounded good then

and they've been sounding good at
regular intervals on my turntable ever
since this little beauty popped thru!
the docr. The impish Ms. Sebastyen
grins out of the cover at you, inviting
you to forget Mr. Lawson; Ulster; The
sortgage and Wigan's variable form and
dive into the maelstrom cf Magyar music.
Something like that anyway.

No, of course I don't know what she's
singh,; about. It could be & remarkably
senssiive lyric about love and death:
Egually, i% could be the team sheet from
last weeks Ferencvaros v Ujpest Doscza
ciashes All this reviewer knows is it
sounds pretty darn good. Why not grab

a copy and see if you agree?

Bernie Forkin.

dregson/Collister: 1 wouldn't treat a
Dog: 12" Single: SPET 12003

"Dog" was the lead track on 'Mischief?,
but fret not, that's the only one fo the
four 1o have seen the light of day
previously. The cother three are all well
up to standard with "This Tender Trap®

a reallconveration stopper. Since folk
isn't normally given to purchasing 12"
singles and such like, one can only
conclude that it was issued to crack a
more commercial coconut. I hope it

succeeds and that they take folk with
them into the maingiream. Why not

write Yo Mike Smith, Simon Bates and
Steve Wright In The Afternocon requesting
t0 hear same? You might broaden some
horizons. The cover photo of Clive as
urban guerilla with beret and Wolfie
Smith shades and Chris as an underfed
bare foot street urchin gets bad picture

of the year award.
Bernie PForkin,

EVI
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BRATIDING Steve Turner
Feliside FE 058

Although this record was made over eight-
een months ago it appears fto have been
missed by the Newsletter reviewers. 1 was
fortunate enough to be sent a copy by

Paul Adams while T was recording at Fell-
gide myself last year so here is a quick
review for those folks who may not yet own
one. .

Steve Turner is a complicated and unigue
musician and singer who brings a refr esh-
ing look at some well known and not so
well known songs and tunes.

On this album he indulges himself in sing-
ing three of American Stephen Foster's
songs; 'Glendy Burk' (which blends nicely
into Jackie Daley's arrangement of 'Swanee
River Hornpipe'), 'Nelly Was A Lady' - a
bluesy and atmospheric number but not as
fine as 'Hard Times' which will always be
one of my favourites. Stewe's slower
arrangement of this, completely unabridged
(yes — we've been singing a shortened
version all these years!) version, gives
it a refreshing air about it.

"The Lorry Ride' is effectively sung with
just Steve's excellent concertina accomp—
animent bringing out the traditional Irish
tune to which the song is set. Arthur
Wakefioeld's 'Emily Jane' is equally well
executed although T find Steve's pseudo-
American accent on this one unneccesary
and irritating.

Tunes include three reels with Steve on
mandolin and George Faux (of Red Shift) on
fiddle.

The real 'cameo' of this album though is
'1812' which is a celebration of Napoleon's
career through tunes  and songs beginning
with the melancholy song 'Napoleon's Dream'.
The tune 'Bonaparte Crossing The Rhine' is
probably better known as that to the song
"The Hot Asphalt'. The use of keyboards by
Bill Martin enhances the work and provides
some effective 'connecting' sequences. This
is a must for all ‘Napoleonophiles' - if there
is such a word.

All in all a varied and listenable album from
one of the folk scene's stalwarts,
' Derek Gifford

FOLK CLUB

SUNDAYS , 8.30pm

April 10th  MAXT & MITCH
April 17th  Singers' Night
April 24th  ISAAC GUILLORY
May 1st Singers' Night
May 8th KIPPER FAMILY
May 15th  Singers' Night
May 22nd ARTISAN

May 29th  MAKVIRAG 'HUNGARY'

Residents:

Enguiries:
Caught on the Hop Bernie Forkin
Quartz 5t. Helens
53058

Full details of this years
Festivals and Events

Jim Wilkine,
B Donaldson rd,
Shooters Hili,
l.ondon SE18 31v.

This year Hobgoblin is 10 years old and still going strong.

OQur prices are keen, our experience shows, and we've

more stock than ever before.

MELODEONS & ACCORDIONS by Hohner, Castagnari, Gremlin,
Galotta, Paclo Soprani

MANDOLINS & BOUZOUKIS by Fylde, Kentucky, Dark Orchard,
Flatiron, Ozark, Musikalia

CONCERTINAS from £45 to £695

BODHRANS from £24 to £68

HARPS, IRiSH PIPES, SMALLPIPES, BAN]JOS, FLUTES, BOMBARDES,

FIDDLES, HAMMERED DULCIMERS, RECORDERS
~ AND MUCH MORE -

Send now for our free full colour folk instrument catalogue,
listing around 500 instruments, plus accessories and music books
SEND S.A.E. TO HOBGOBLIN MUSIC, 17 NORTHGATE PARADE,
CRAWLEY, W. SUSSEX RH10 2DT
(0293) 515858

The BEST FOLK
/n the NORTH~WEST

° Articles,Letters,Reviews,

* Songs;Dance,Club Dates.

PUBLISHED: DEC/JAN, FEB/MAR,
APR [ MAY, JUN/ALG, BEBT/NOV
COPY DATE:25thDct. for Des/Jan,ste

ADVERTISING RATES:

Camera Ramdy £2¢/Adpg, Other £36 Adpg
{8 ProRata tor Y2 14 39/8)
SUBSCRIFTIONS: |ADVERTISING(Prefaid

£325 for Bissues | EDITORIAL
From: K. HOLDEN 1To+N. FIRTH
%hemsafﬁgtgaalgoﬁn, " 118 BOLTON ROAD,
‘ LE AN, ASPULL, WIGAN
KR, LANGS | canes”

|'T

2:9, Leapers View,
|| Over Kellet, Carnforth
: Lancs. LA6 1HL

CAN YOU BEAT

by
BODHRAN-MAKER ~FRANK LEWIS

A  comprehensive 60 minute tape &
booklet containing a miscellany of
information including - - - -

IT %

A 'learn to play' programme,

Variations in tone.
About drumsticks,
The place of the bodhran.
Its use and popularity.
The making of the bodhran.

£6-50 post paid

dhrans made to order.

Tel,0524 734440




PATTI REID Fellside FE 061

If you enjoy uncdmplicated and clearly sung
traditional follk songs then read on.

If you

Not only does the lady sing well but her
choice of material, requested by many of her

friends on the folk scene, is as varied as you

- . could wish. Ranging from the amusing 'Aunt
prefer noisy orrible pop/electric/rock folk Clara’ and ‘Lady Policeman'’ both sung witha ' OFFICER HASE ADDRESS TELEPHOY
then skip this review, you'll be wasting time wicked relish, to the haunting 'Wild Geese' set o o772 813267
reading it. to 0'Carolan’s Planxty Irwin and the pointed Chaie :c’?hu::::m ga'si:mmaam ,“m:;h ¥igan 0942 584659
o and meaningful 'Daughters of the Revolution'. Ireasarar Nigel Firth 118, Bolten Rosd, Aspull, Wigen 0942 833293
Patti Reid, from Leicester way, you see, is , . . Assistant Editor Bernie Ferkin 38, Bramcote Avenua, lalends Brow, St. Helene 0744 53058
one of the "old school" of revivalists, Mal dlSpl&js.her ?ongw}'?‘ltlng talents w%th her publicity lan Yells 62, Sidnay Avenus, b:;;llmth :?nk g&rg gg;gr
singing mainly unaccompanied traditional own composit;.lons Lucg ’ the aforementl;oned Advertising Paul Holden 7 ml'w‘ Rosd, Hindley, Wigen
ballads(although she has enlisted, rather Wild Geese' and the 'Singers Farewell'. Tours Organiser  Bernie Forkin 38, Bremcote Avenus, 1slends Brow, St. Helens 0744 53058
shrewdly I feel, the help of Gordon Tyrrall  1his latter song is I am sure going to be in
who plays excellent guitar and flute many a singer’'s 'finishing songs' repertoire. THE ALHS OF
accompaniments on a few tracks) with a clear, Mal has enlisted the kélp of Dave Russell | o
concise style that has enough decoration to who is a fine guitar and mandolin player and ‘ the promation of Folk Music in the Horth-est by:-
ei:nhance the songs without distracting the provides some harmony vocals as does ex—Bryony'g 1. The “block-booking” of artists forl' tours.
listener. Alison Younger. Chris Pollington has added 5 3 2°Th:°;';‘f£tm:f°:h:h@mm't”f, e
. . L . synthesiser to a couple of tracks being espec+ 4. Joint orgsnisaticn of concerts and cellichs in the erea.
Her range is quite broad with a fine tonal ially effective on 'Mary Parker's Lament'. ' 5. The support of festivel organisers within the srea.
ACCUracy and phrasiﬁg that is the hallmark Finally, '"Walentine's D&y Songv is a beautif- &. The orgenisation of events to attract the wunder- 18sM.
of an acco?plished singgr,. Ong very_minor ully rendered love song written by Momni
criticism is that her singing is a little Aldous (who?) which has a delightful chorus THE MENBER CLUBS
1gckin§ in exp§e351on ghich is needed to and made me want to play it again.
glve the songs the variability required to j clive Pounceby 051 924 5078
i i i 8.00 Blundell Arms, ¢ Aughton St., Birkdale, Scuthport ve
distinguish one type of stery or sentiment There are 13 tracks altogether ?“t to find :xr; & CHILD 8.30 ,;"7",; Eagle & Child, m st., Billirge, or. Wigan Bernie Forkin 0744 ssossb
from another. out how good the others are you'll have to LE1GH 8.00 pm  Ocdfellows Arms, Twiss Lane, Leigh Theresa Tooley gzﬁj‘m1
buy the cassette from Mal won't you? POYNTON 8.00 pm  Poyntan Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton David Srock 44 315026
i RAVE O3 8.30 pm  Grosvanor Rowing Club, The Groves, Chester Hick Hitchall 02
The result is a rather uniform but not by Derek Gifford WIDNES 8.30 pu  St. Heries Am. R.L. Club, Brentfields, Hidnes Patr 1ck Lmindley 05’;223&?
any means monotonous sound, This may also, LLANDUDHO 8.30 pm  The London Hotel, Upper Hostyn Street, Llandudno e 34735 517050
£ ROCHDALE WERITAGE 8.00 pm spread Eagle Hotsl, Cheethem Street, Rochdale Shrfssie Yaldren SAPO*
of course, be due to the rather narrow range  XIHGS . HEAD 8.30 pm  King's Heed, Junction Rosd, Deane, Bolton Chris Caldweil 0204 633404
of material and the restrictions of the BLACKPOOL 8.30 pm  Kings Arms, Talbot Road, Blackpool Hick Read 7o ghens 1o,
recording format., Tracks that do stand out Wondpy i T304
i Jovee Riding o057
for me are "The Snows"”, "Rambling Boys of ﬁﬁ‘;}ﬁ.’: g'g g fﬁﬁ:ﬁf"cxﬁ:ﬁﬂum Preston Nu;: 0'Donnetl 0772 743498
Pleasure” and "Where the Moorcock Crows" on POYHTOH 8.00 pm  Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lene, Poynton Doa;; s £ 9:31-: ﬁ?g}
which Gordon plays a lovely haunting flute TRITOH §.00 pr  The Triton, Paradise Street, Liverpool n Rickar %a4g
7 ! s
melody. Tﬁ%‘tkuﬂ 8.30 pa  Grapes Wotel, Croston, Preston berek G;éigrd ggg %gﬁ
HINDAEY 8.15 gm  VNorthington Arms, Market Street, Hindley Knth g" 051 526 6861
Paul Adams at Fellside has once again trium- WAGHULL 8.30 pm  Hare And Hounds, “"“1‘;; Wighgats, Kendal 9;::“5::% 0539 25133
phed in the technical department by avoiding “E”E“I CEILIDHS  vars Srewary Arts Centre, 1cin, Wigngets,
any electronic tricks.such as noise reduct- WHITEHAVEN 8.15 pm  Rosehill Thestre Bar, Woresby, bhitsheven dim Helvin gmm 2;%%37
ion or digital mastering so that the scund FOLK AT THE TUTE 9.00 pm  Wrea Groen Institute, Station Rd., Yrea Greem, Kirkham Phil Cepper 061 881 8296
renroduced i t h {ginal 5 WHITE SHAd 8.00 p  White Swen, Green Street, Fallowfield, Wanchester Anne Horris 09573 67654
g C 8 as true to t'e orlglna. volice FOLK AT THE MEST 8.30 pm  ‘The Allison Arms, Coppull, nr. Wigen Steve Chatterley
as possible. And what a fine voice it is: Thursday 1 0706 220611
look out for Patti Reid. DARVEN 8.30 pm  The Crown, Redearth Road, Darven m'-'dM; o 061 483 6521
D k Gifford POYHTON 8.30 pm  Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton Davi imﬁbu 0942 321223
erex \ilior HIGAN 8.15.pm  Millslone Hekal, Wigan Lane, Wigan doan Blackburn 051 220 0152
MAGAZ INE 8.30 pm  Megazine Hotel, Wegezire Lane, Wallesey Jack g:gtts 0282 38199
BUAMLEY 8.30 pm Talbot fotel, Church Streat, Burnley Jozn voy
BY REQUEST .
Mal Waite Eriday Dava Costello 765 32488
i i BEE 5.30 fes Hotel, Bodfer Strest, Rhyl ava (o8
Mal Waite Music MALM OOL POTTERIES 8.00 ';: Crown & Anchor, Tower 5q., Tunatall, Stoke-on-Trent Janon bht;’ %Efbﬁ;%
) . . NORTHWICH 8.30 pm Harlequin Thestre, Gusen Street, Horthaich Saroh Buraon 02605 2633
This cassette recoreded last year at Chris PORKIES 8.30 pm  Lady Brooke Movel, Fir Road, Sremhall, Cheshire Judy Aucuit 0354 40347
Pollington's Dragontail Studios has been BLACKBLRM 8.30 pm  Mill Hill Hotel, Hill #ill Bridge Streat, Blackburn :?:kcgm o 030 17 2977
long awaited by that merry band of us that like .. RAMBLETCH 8.30 pm  The Shovels, Hembleton, nr. Blackpoal
to call ourselves singers of folk songs; for 8.30 pm  Tha Mepier, Bolton Street, Bury Jaen Sw 82;97321;?‘
Mal Waite is a "singer's singer”. This first 8.30 pm E'W;W Ar:s “2;?' 12f';d“i?‘w§e's§}":;rt ::s:? f:;':mom 0704 40004
. R . " Southport Arts Cemtre, Lo rest, :
effort is a very well made production which 8.30 - Poyntg folk Centre, Park Lene, Poynton pavid Brack 061 483 6521
illustrates concisely her clear and rounded
voice.
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Over 65 Events
Musie Song and Danee
Ceilidhs, Workshops
Singarounds, Pub Sessions
- Palace of Varicties.
New Events and Venues for 1988

ply the most

Book Early with |
Festival Dircetor Alan Bell
S5 The Strand, Rossall

Fleetwood FY7 SNP
Tel: (03917) 2317

Artists Booked so far:
Battlefield Band/Eric Bogle/Oyster Band
Allan Taylor/Kipper Family/Cosmotheka
Chequered Roots with/Roger Watson

& Debbie MeClatchy/Wilson Family
Strawhead/Bernard Wrigley

Kathryn Tickell/Jez Lowe&Jake Walton
Isaac Guillory/Dave Goulder

Johnny Handle with/Chuck Fleming &
Peter Wood/Dave Burland/Tich Frier
Pat Ryan/Hobson & Lees

Corn Bread Rough/Nick Dow
Jim & Lynette Eldon/Ran Tan Band

Dr Sunshine/Loose Chippings

Howard Bond/Roger Westbrook

Brian Preston/Scolds Bridle

Alan Bell Band/Tom WalslySullivan

Hugh O’Donnell/Nashville Cats

| Distressed Gentlefolli/Brian Osborne

"Big’ Pete Rodger/Wyre Levee Stompers
Tallyman/Three in a Row/Bev Whelan
Dave Summers/Orion

Bispham Barnstormers

Malcolm Shellard/Amazing Dick
Garstang Morris Dancers

Ken Howard, Phil Capper

Lancashire & Cheshire Clog Dancing Contests
Lancashire Dialeet Competition

Young Person Talent Competition

Worst Singer in the World Contest

Special Events

At great value for money

Weekend Tickets from only £14.50
(before 10th July 1988) £16.50 after.
Session Tickets from only £3.00
Children 12 - 14 years half price.

Up to 12 years Free.

Plus free camping and caravan site.

Free entry to Craft Fair - Free bus service,




