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OLDHAM
Manchester

Visit one of the Tonths Langest Display of

Foll guitans mandoling and banjss

GOT A FEAR OF

MIDI AND HITECH ?

We can put your
backing tracks
or arrangements
including
harmony vocals

onto CD.
Ring for aquote

71 / 73 Henshaw Street

aodu- L6X-59

The new LGX-SA i the guiar the
whole industy s taking about.
Atoping elect guitar which
features eleetric and acousfic
- audio ouputsand MIDI output
o optiorl trfeceuri)

Electric Guitars

Mage/Model RRP  SALE
ARIA TA40sa £999  £269
12i-n £199 £169
LP-bk £249  £199
210CF-jg £295 £249
361IF-ams £379 £339
EPIPHONE

NH-std £420 £389

| P-std £449 £399

AB £750 £695

Guitar amps
LGX £1359 £1299 Fender
LGX-sa £1659 £1599 Guitar amps
IBANEZ 81100 £289 £259 Yamaha
SAMICK YRG60me £349 £299 Speakers D10b £239 B
TANGLEWOOD Bretta-Twin  £249  £209 Power amps D12sn Eg?g £28
VANTAGE 725ba £325 £275 d M d l EAZ6n
WASHBURN HB30is £538 £489 Banj os an an o Ins D46sk £1049 £93!
WESTFIELLD SR383 £279 £259 In StOCk D48sk £1149 £104
YAMAHA Pacifica £188 £179 )

Public Address | _Ac

RRP SALE

Carlsbro
Speakers
Power Amps S8 £159 £139
Powered Desks DGITe. " £929 £489
Lem
Speakers Simon & ﬂal«ucé
Powered Mixers SP18b £289 £279
Hertz SP19a (left-handed) £329 £299
Speakers SP6-ced £299 £269
Power AMPps SP19a (12-string) £349 £299
Carlsbro SPO7a £535 £499
Acoustic )
Combos

Crate

£399 £355
£599 £529

DISPLAY
ADVERTISING
IS ACCEPTED AT THE FOLLOWING
RATES:
CAMERA READY _QTHE_R
1/8 page £9.00 £11.50
1/4 page £18.00 £21.00
1/2 page £36.00 . £42.00
1 page £72.00 £84.00
COVER RATES:

Extemal back cover ! £80.00
Inside front or back cover £75.00

SIZE [Height x Width (mm)]
1/8 page 65x920r135x 44
1/4 page 135 x 92 or 65 x 185
1/2 page 135 x 185 or 275 x 92
1page 275x 185

Discounts available for adverts booked in several issues.

MINI MARKET

Only £2.00 per 1/16 page
Maximum of 2/16 per advert

For private sales and wants, club adverts,
artistes business cards and other items.
Size 65 x 44 mm.

Send your copy by Jan 16th 1998 to:
Paul Holden {Advertising)
7, Sunleigh Road
Hindley, Nr WIGAN WN2 2RE
Tel. No. 01942 258 459

[four issues of the magazine. To subscribel

Associate Members of the North West Federation
of Folk Clubs. This does not, however, confer

SUBSCRIPTIONS

For just £5.00 per year you will receive

please send your cheque (payable to
N.W.F.F.C))

Send your subscriptions to:

Newsletter Subscriptions
7, Sunleigh Road, -
Hlndiey, Nr Wigan WN2 2RE .
Telephone No. 01942 258 459

N.B. All subscribers automatically become

voting rights at Federation meetings.
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CHAIRMAN'S
RAMBLINGS

T would like to introduce myself to you as the
new Chairman of the North West Federation of
Folk Clubs and apologise to the few people who -

turned up at 5pm for the AGM. | was at the
meeting when the venue, date and time for the

AGM was set - Sunday 12" October 1997 from

5pm to 7pm - but somehow the adverts in Folk
North West were printed with a start time of
7pm. Following a few frantic phone calls, it was
decided to keep to the advertised time rather
than putting an insert into each magazine to
correct the entry - the insert could easily be

fost and the advertised time would prevail. We

will try and ensure that this does not happen
again. We have set a number of checks in place
to try and catch any errors before printing fu-
ture issues. There have also been a few com-
plaints from member clubs that magazines are
not getting to them before the start of the club
dates. Also, some advertisers are not happy
because the magazine is not being distributed
in time for people to see their event advertised
and they are losing potential audiences. These
problems can-only be addressed by bringing
forward the deadline for all future issues and
adhering to the deadiine - ALL ORGANISERS
TAKE NOTE - NOTHING WILL BE ACCEPTED
AFTER THE PUBLISHED DEADLINE -
PLEASE GET YOUR DATES IN AS SOON AS
YOU HAVE COMPLETED YOUR
PROGRAMME FOR THE NEXT SEASON.
We are planning a few changes to the maga-
Zine and any comments or suggestions should
be sent to the editor Ken Bladen (or via e-mail
to p.a.coan@mcmail.com).

4 PAULINE COAN [CHAIRMAN] -

EDITORIAL

Ken Bladen

36, The QOaks,

Eaves Green

Chorley,

Lancs, PR 7 3QU

Tel. No. 01257 263 678

Well here | am in the editor’s chair and my back
aches. | have been sat here for a long time and
both 1 and my computer are overheating. Come
back Nigel we, especially |, miss you already. ltisa
remarkable achievement to have been editor of this
illustrious tome for twenty years and we all owe
Nigel Firth a great debt of thanks. | am pleased to
say that Nigel s still around and will be making con-
tributions to future issues. One of the ideas mooted
is to have a nostalgia fix and look back over the
issues over the past 20 years

Any mcstooks sorry msstakes in th;s issue are my |

fault as | have proof read it, with able assistance
from her indoors. Pete Gleave is innocent! (there’s
a first time for everything). Normal service will be
resumed next issue with Pete’s eagle eye (don't

know what the other one is, hawk perhaps) pressed .

into serwce

With one eye__ (t_h#are are a lot of eyes about) on her
next door (Chairman’s Ramblings adjacent) | rush
off to the printer. | fear | may incur the Wrath of
Coan‘as this issue may be a few days late. Again
my fault as | grapple with new software and iose in
the second round. it will not happen again as | now
know a lot more about desk top publishing than |
did a couple of weeks ago. .

One or two regular features may be missing or
shorter than normal. Please moan to me so | know
what you want me to fix. | would be grateful for as
many suggestions and items of constructive criti-
cisms as possible. This is your magazine and we
want to continue to provide you with the best.

A few kind words about Jenny Shotliff who has car-
ried the banner and a blazing torch for the young
brigade. She has whizzed off to Yorkshire (sensible
girl) and will be greatly missed but not forgotten for
her drive, enthusiasm and organisational abilities.
A difficult act to follow but we need volunteers be-
fore we have to send out the pressgang.

Ah, sleep beckons, its time to put the magazme
and the editor to bed. Happy reading.

FOLK North Wes FOLK MUSIC
=== st PROGRAMMES ON
= _ =| Contact Information LOCAL RADIO

Who do | send information to ?
Club Dates, information on forthcoming events, BBC Radio Lancashire

changes of venue or organiser to :-

Chris Mcliveen

35 Glenshiels Avenue
Hoddlesden

Darwen

Lancs

BB3 3LS.

Tel. No. 01254 704 726

Articles for possible inclusion, letters, complaints,
suggestions for improvement to the magazines,
ideas for inclusion, compliments (if any) and if in
doubt to :-

Ken Bladen

36, The Oaks

Eaves Green

Chorley

Lancs

PR7T3QU =
Tel. No. 01257 263 678 - _

Advertfising, subscriptions, club memb'erehi'p enqui-
ries to -

Paul & Kath Holden

7, Sunieigh Road
Hindley

Wigan

Lanes

WN2 2RE _ : _
Tel. No. 01942 258 459

CDs or tapes for review to :-

David Jones

4, Kingfisher Close
Swallowfields
Pleckgate

Blackburn

Lancs _

BB1 8NS o
Tel. No. 01254 54877 -

Please note that the copy date for the next issue is
January 16th 1998. Have a good Christmas and a

happy and weli organised New Year.

MERRY HAPPY

CHRISTMAS NEW YEAR

from all at Folk North West

FM 95.5/103.9/104.5
LANCASHIRE DRIFT presented by NIC DOW
Sunday 5.00 - 7.00pm

MANX Radio

FM 898/97.2/103.7 MW 1368kHz

MANX FOLK presented by JOHN KANEEN
Sunday 6.00-7.30pm

BBC Radio Stoke

FM 94.6 MW 1503kHz

FOLK and GOSPEL MUSIC with RICHARD WALKER.
Sunday 8.00-10.00pm

JAZZ FM (Manchester)

FM 100.4

BLUES IN THE NIGHT presented by PETE JOHNSON
Monday to Thursday Midnight - 1.00am

DUNE FM (Southport)

FM 107.9 _

ALL EMBRACING ROOTS SHOW presented by CLIVE
POWNCEBY Tuesday 7.00-9.00pm

JAZZ FM (Manchester)

FM 100.4 '

BLUES EXPRESS presented by PAUL JONES
Tuesday 7.00-8.00pm

BBC Radio 2

FM 88.0-90.2

Folk on 2 presented by JIM LLOYD. -

Wednesday 8.00-9.00pm Often followed by a folk re-
lated programme and preceeded by New Country with
Nick Barraclough (see Radio Times etc for details)

BBC Radio Merseyside -

FM 95.8 MW 1485kHz =

FOLKSCENE presented by STAN AMBROSE and
GEOFF SPEED Thursday 6.05 - 7.05pm

BBC Radio Stoke S

FM 94.6 MW 1503kHz

FRETWORK presented by NONNY JAMES
Thursday 7.00-8.00pm

BBC Cumbria . .

FM 95.6 (N,W) 95.2 (Kendal) 96.1 (S) 104.2
(Windermere) MW 756 {N) 837 (S) 1458 (W)

FOLK and ROOTS presented by HENRY AYRTON
Thursday 8.05-10.05pm

Radio Telifis Eirann Radio 1

MW 567kHz (and via ASTRA Satellite) -

Sunday 8.10-8.55am Mo Cheot Thu Monday and
Thursday 9.15-10.00pm Sounds Traditional Saturday
6.37-7.25am Mora Dibh 9.15-10.00pm Ceilidh Music

HELPI If you know of any more or any of these have
changed please let the Editor know.




The Tenth
Lancaster
Easter
Maritime
Festival

10th - 13th April 1998
(Good Friday to Easter Monday)

Captain Gardner & The Press Gang
enjoin all good seamen, sea-dogs and
landlubbers appreciative of the
traditional maritime arts, to attend
BRITAIN’S PREMIER gathering of the
FINEST SEA-SONGSTERS &
SHANTYMEN
L
Supported by divers entertainments
including: IHustrated Talks and Guided
Walks; Salty Storytelling; Puppet Shows &
Nautical Dramas; Ships in Bottles
Demonstrations; Mr. Tranter’s Navy Rum

For further information, or to be placed on the
Festival mailing list, contact:

David Wright, Lancaster Tourism
Lancaster City Council
29 Castle Hill, Lancaster, LA1 1YN.
Tel: 01524 582394
Fax: 01524 847472

LANCANSTER
i e e CHEY {UE'\(H
TANCASTER TOURISM

CHESTER FOLK FESTIVAL)|

22nd - 25th May 1998 (Spring Bank Holiday) |
at THE MORRIS DANCER, KELSALL,
Nr CHESTER. Contact No 01244 320424
Guests booked so far include:-
The House Band, Shake A Leg, The Keelers,
Tom Lewis, Brian Peters, Heather Heywood,
Phil Hare & Penny McLaren-Walker,
Martin Carthy & Norma Waterson,
Andy M, Stewart & Gerry O’Beirne,
Chris Sherburn & Denny Bartley,

PLOT A COU'RSE FOR
- “THE .
RAFTE RS
| ROAR”
FOLK C LUB

AT THE MOORGATE INN, SCOTT LANE ASPULL
[NORTH BOLTON, OFF A6].

EVERY WEDNESDAY - 8. 30pm
Residents - PAUL & JOHN SINGERS & Muszcmns WELCOME
Paul 01617907153 - "7 JOHN 01204 795 931

Promotion & The Lancaster Pace Egg Play.

Whatever yoti're lovking for, from Bodbirans to Bouzoukis,
Concertinas to Crumborins, Mandolins to Melodeons .,
you'll find it at Hobigoblin at competitive prices,

We are alf mzmcmm mm’ oitr spec:a!rs: adme is ﬁ'ee

But don't just talee our word ﬁar #, come and . see usf

Y T
b LONDON- CRAWLEY

h;i'qbgablm Mtisle #t The Falk Slmp 17 The Parade, Noithgate, melgy

2 Regenta Fic, Rd, London NWE 7AY. || Sussex, RHID 2DT, Britain's longest

London’s'best fot folk instamzents, rablished; best stekied Tork spe:ix!isls.
tapes, CDs, & books, Call now! Free 9arking rght ouiside. Call now!
0171 428 95060 01293 515858
“ BRISTOL BRADFORD

' 30 Gollege Graen, Belsiol BS1 STB.
" “Ihie bestfor folic n the West; pluia

) mnnmsham La., Bradfoid BO1
3EA; The Yolk Slmp of the Nonth,

loads of Guitars and pdnted musie. Gaeltars, Barly music and mueh more.
Easy fo reach from Wales. Call nowi Pree parking fight ontsite, Call nowt
01179290902 -|| 01274 730750
: WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER

o Hvenbing is available by mall order tao? - . o
C T Sen gur Web Catalogiie at htp://wwer hobgoblin.com
i orsendmwformrfreemcol.om pnmzdcmlogm:andpmirsm

. PO, Box 12, Horsham,RHlZ*iYE

1 Tel. 04293 515858 - Email Pos@Hobgiblin Co.UK

Britain's first choice for Folk!

LIVE
REVIEWS

ERIC BOGLE Live at the Masonic Hall,
Westhoughton. Friday 1st August 1997

Eric Bogle is guaranteed his
place in the history of modemn
folk music, his songs contain
powerful messages, for no mat-
ter when he wrote them, and
they span thirty years, their rel-
evance never diminishes. A
concert with Eric and his com-
patriots, Brent Miller and John
Munro, is a journey through life,
and emotion is never far away.

Eric left his home in Peebles,
Scotland, in 1969 and settled in
Adelaide, Australia, but he still
misses home, as he demon-
strates in singing, The End of an
Old Song. Were You There? re-
calls the early folk scene north of the border and
mourns the passing of Hamish Imlach, Alex
Campbell and Ewan MacColl.

Small Miracles, the title track of Eric’s new atbum,
is the story of ten -year-old Rosie and Sandy who’s
twenty-two, both suffer from cerebrat palsy, but they
continue through life cheerfully, doing wheelies in
their electric wheel-chairs and sucking beer through
bendy straws.

Eric’s granny comes under scrutiny in, The Belle of
Broughton, as he compares her youthful loveliness
to her ageing. The Dunblane fragedy is remem-
bered in One Small Star, stars shine through time
and space, and will still bum brightly, thousands of
years on. While on the same theme, Keeper of the
Flame, recails last years massacre in Port Arthur,

Tasmania, when will man ever learn?

The Green Fields of France, has been covered by
artists the world over, written to commemorate the
passing of Scott Eric Bogle in the Great War, Sing-
ing the Spirit Home, focuses on the oppressive ra-
gimes, that see prisoners being left to die in jails
the world over. While a 1985 visit to the former
German death camp, Saxonhausen, in Berlin,

spawned Never Again Remember. Romeo and

Juliet in Sarajevo, is self explanatory, love knows
no bounds, and it cost this couple their lives.

On a lighter note, Eric remembers his first sexual
encounter, in Cuddy River Reveree. The classic,
Now I'm Easy, made way for Leaving Nancy, which
charts the moment when Eric left Waveriey Station
in Edinburgh, en route for Australia, his mum prom-
ised she wouldn’t cry, but she dld

No Bogie concert |s compiete

without his most requested
song, The Band Played Waltz-.
ing Matilda, the story of the__
ANZAC massacre at Gallipoli.

The emotion was there avenin
the encore, as he sang of scat--
tering the ashes of his father -
who he didn’t see eye to eye -
with, Journeys, explains of
faults on both sides, but reflec-
tion comes all too late.

All in all a roller coaster of
thought provoking material, Eric
Bogle returns to our shores for
the Millennium, my only regret
is that his visits are not often
enough.

David Jones

JAMES KEELAGHAN, Westhoughton Folk
Club. Friday 24 October 1997

James Keelaghan is not new to the folk scene but
his visits to Europe have been limited. He has been
widely appreciated in his native Canada for many
years. Roy Bailey has promoted Keelaghan's repu-
tation in this country, recording “Small Rebellion”
and “Somewhere Ahead”.

To describe Keelaghan as just another smgerlsong~
writer would be trite. He has an ability to relate sto-
ries with warmth and compassion. His songs vary
in subject matter from the environment to love and
the struggles of working people - sometimes ail of
these - and why not. .

James Keelaghan's visit to Westhoughton was Iong
awaited. His talented song writing and gu|tar play-
ing were clearly in evidence from the very first song.

The audience got a little edgy when he performed
his first 3 numbers without any word to them. The
Canadian soon dispelled any doubts, showing him-
self to be a consummate professional and build-




ing a strong rapport with his audience. As usual,
the Westhoughton crowd distinguished itself by
providing quality backing vocals.

Highlight of the evening - the spelibinding “Cold
Missouri Waters” - the story of forest fire-fighter
Wade Dodge. With an inexperienced crew of 14
fire-fighters he was parachuted in to tackle a rag-
ing explosive fire in Mann Guich in 1949. Dodge
survived only to reap the blame for the 13 who
didn’'t. Only after his premature death, from Hodg-
kin’s Disease at the age of 38, was he exonerated.
Keelaghan's material included stories of railroads,
a wonderful song about the consequences for an
interned Japanese family during the war, and a

mining disaster which killed 133 men. Using a -
lighted sample of ‘sweetgrass’, his evocative ren- -
dition of “Sweetgrass Moon” was accompanied =
by the aroma of incense. He paid tribute to the late
Canadian folk legend, Stan Rogers, with a posgn-i;_--
. pe King.  Distance really is no handicap, for de-
o splte everythlng it's family and love that bind us
James Keelaghan is an artist with a growing rep_u o
tation outside North America. His performance at
Westhoughton is evidence that he deserves w;der_.--- =

ant rendition of “White Squall”.

ac?la;m

out his 1995 CD “A Recent Future” and his award
winning 1991 album “My Skies”. Both are avail-
able on Green Linnet. For further information con-
tact Adastra on 01377 217662.

Lewis Jones

DAVE MALLETT Live at the Railway Hote!
Lymm, Cheshire. Thursday
25 September 1997

For the past three years, Ameri-
can singer/songwriter Dave
Maliett has made all too brief vis-
its to our shores, yet despite the
high gquality of his performances,
his fans remain few. And so it
turned out on this particular night
in Cheshire, where no more than
thirty-five people tumed up. Dave
Maliett is from Maine, New Eng-
land and living in that picturesque
part of the States has helped him
combine compelling lyrics with
beautifully crafted melodies. One
such is Summer of my Dreams,
as he recalls what is for him the
perfect sun-kissed afternoon.
8 Memories mean a lot, and al-

though we may have nothing to bring to a refation-

ship materially, does that really matter? the sub-
ject of I'll Picture You. One song that audiences
over here enjoy is The Garden Song with its cho-
rus that's become an anthem, with tender love and
care anything will grow. Red Red Rose is a love
song recorded by Emmylou Harris, a pledge of love .
that will surely cut through any doubt that might
exist.

Written back in 1976, The Haying Song recalls
Dave’s early life working on the family farm - he
didn’t like haymaking! My Daddy’s Oldsmobile was
inspired by the entire family plus dog, travelling

round, sleeping and living inside the car, as dad

searched for work. Hope for One and All shows
that no matter what comes up you should never

give up hope. The poignant | Miss Main Street

tells of how the b:g congiomerates kick out the iittle
man; but ‘despite that, personal service will always

together; illustrated vividly in Closer to Truth. Dave's

. love for his. father Aubrey i is demonstrated in both -
50 Years Retumed and My Old Man, while finally
_ '_'Somewhere in Time tells of fa!hng in love, but with
o e rdejavu, we ve fatien in Iove many tlmes and in many
Catch him when he returns. In the meantime check ' R '

places

An evenmg in the company of Dave Mallett and his
guitar is a rollercoaster of emotions that come from -

the heart.: His understanding of his subject is pro-
found, while his singing and writing are first class.
Dave Mallett will return to this country next autumn,
make sure he’s on your list of ‘must sees’.

David Jones
" STEELEYE SPAN Live at the
Albert Halls, Bolton. o

Thirty years on the road and still go-
ing strong, no, not the Rolling Stones,
but Steeleye Span, who brought folk
rock to a sceptical public all those
years ago. But this wasn't just another
gig, but the final farewell from Maddy
Prior, who will always be inextricably
linked with Span’s unique sound.

lowed by Peter Knight's superb fiddle
playing on Room for Company, a song
~about hiring fairs, but really an excuse
for drinking!! A look at life through the

Friday 22nd August 1997

Prickly Bush opened the night fol-

ever changing seasons is the story of Harvest of
the Mcon, while Gay Woods joined Maddy in

a capella harmony on My Johnny was a Shoe-
maker, memories of their highly acclaimed early
album “Hark the Village Wait"

The traditional theme continued with Rose in the
Valley, and only twenty eight verses long
zzzzzzz77777!! Gay once more took centre stage
with the American penned Irish song Erin Gra Mo
Chroi, simply translated, Ireland Love of my Heart,
a song of longing for the home country, no matter
how far we roam. Peter’s fiddle and Gay’s bodhran
playing were outstanding. The Padstow May Song
Is one that Maddy down the years has made her
own and that was foliowed by the soaring sound of
another English traditional number, The Lark in the
Morning. All six came together on the hauntingly
beautiful The Water is Wide, with Rob Johnson
playing solo guitar as only Rob can. The Cutty
Wren made way for Thomas the Rhymer, still ea-
gerly anticipated by the audience and written by
Rob for the “Now We Are Six” album that saw Aus-
tralian drummer Nigel Pegrum join the group in the
70’s. The Scottish standard, Old Maid in a Garret
is supposedly sung only by spinsters, and tells of
female sexual frustration. As surely as night fol-
lows day, every Span concert ends with their former
No.1 hit, All Around my Hat, with their No.1 Christ-
mas hit, Gaudette following on for the encore.

So it's goodbye to Maddy, but not to the group, as
they continue along towards the Millennium. Origi-
nal group member Gay Woods’ return certainly
adds to Steeleye’s vocal capabilities, but | fear the
overall impact will be severely diminished by the
loss of a lady who largely helped to forge the
Steeleye Span sound and cement their place in
folk rock history.

David Jones

FESTIVAL REVIEWS

9TH FOUR FOOLS FOLK FESTIVAL
22 - 24 AUGUST 1997

Angie and Ken you have done it again! A success
of a Festivall Friday evening was a great start for
me, although when | walked into the Civic Hall | felt
a thump in my chest, yes | missed my George, my
singing suffered at times there were tears but

people were very kind.

Tom McConville and Pauline Cato Ken Wilson,
Martin Carthy, Graham and Eileen Pratt, Marie th—
tle, Peta Webb and Les Barker were a few of my
favourstes that 1 saw. Also with plenty of *hugs”
from Eddie Murphy and John Morris.

The singarounds were also a highlight for me, my
friends Graeme Miles and Maveda Saunders sang
and read dialect poems.

Oh and yes | also saw an Irish Scottish Engiish
band called “Anam”, new to me but they were bril-
fiant. “Wall of Sound” on Saturday that was it, my
head was full.

“Sunday Songs” again went down well with me,
although | had a little “hiccup” but people were very
kind. Quartz Judith and Pete and daughter again
sang “How Beautiful upon the Mountain” - “Magic”.
To be honest "Quartz” over the whole weekend to
me were magic, but then again | am prejudiced.

Sea Songs and Shanties with Derek Gifford, again
A1. | heard some very good singing. To follow
later on “Harmony” with Quartz (yes again), Dave
Webber & Anni Fentiman. Once again A1. | tell
you | was in and out of those rooms like a bottle
cork trying to see this and that. There is one thing,
| thought lan Tupling looked very “fetching” in the
“sunflower hat”.

At the Sunday foik club Phil Boardman as the MC,
he was magnificent. “Good on you Phil”. Then the
final singaround with Theresa Tooley, a wonderful
mixture of singers. A fitting end to a great week-
end. But guess what; Steve, again of Quartz gave
us “Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls”. | was over the moon
shouting “Hey up”.

So those of you that missed the festival, shame on
you! we had a ball.

Joan Gallimore

PS - The dates for the 10th Four Foo!s Folk Festi-
val are August 28th to 30th 1998. Fish out that new
diary and make a note now.

STOP PRESS - Maghuli's Day of Music was a great
day out. The editor and his good lady (the wife
wasn't able to attend!) enjoyed a wide variety of
excellent entertainment. Congratulations to alf in-
voived. A full review will be included in the next
issue by our roving reporter Lewis Jones. Vin
Garbutt's performance was excellent, thought pro-
vokinu and: extremely funnv.




CLUB VISITS

RAILWAY FOLK CLUB - LYMM - 30/10/97

" Ken and | visited the Railway Folk Club for the first
time on 30 October, for a Singers Night. A very en-
joyable night it was too. Nice pub (once we’d found
it), great beer and a warm welcome at the folk club.
After a bit of a late start the evening ran as a nice
informal singaround. Plenty of variety - monologues,
chorus songs, tunes and baliads, a good mixture. |
really enjoyed hearing Graham Sowerby’s song
about the Battle of the Somme. All in all, a great
evening, many thanks to all for making us so wel-
come. We'll be back!!.

Angie Bladen -
DETAILS OF CLUB VISITS

We intend to get around more and visit clubs to
see what is happening out there. We would also
be very interested to hear what you have to say
about the clubs you have visited. So if you have
visited a club you would like to say a few words about
(good or bad) now is your chance. Drop the editor
a line and we will mention it in the magazine.

A Youthful Perspective

Owing to other commitments, Jenny Shotliff feels
she is no longer able to carry on as our Youth
Activities Officer. We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank her for all the hard work she has
done for folk music for young people in the NW
area and wish her every success in the future.

Anybody who would be willing to take on the role
of Youth Activities Officer? If you think you can
help in any way (how about one of the many young-
sters that Jenny has helped in the past), please
contact Angie Bladen (Federation Secretary) on
01257 263678, or contact Jenny on 01377 217078.

Meanwhile, below are details of an event that Jenny
has organised (with help from the National Lottery).

“CARRYING IT ON”

Free master class tuition from exper:enced folk
10 artistes for young people in North West England.

The most promising participants will get experience
of recording in a studio and help to produce demo
tapes.

These demo tapes will be launched at the
Youthquake Werneth Folk Festival (near Oldham -
Manchester) with main concert spots.

There will be introductory sessions at Maghull Day
of Music, Saturday 8 November 1987. Other ses-
sions to run from January 1998 - venue to be con-
firmed:

Session 1 - Chris Sherburn (presentation) -

Sun 11 January 1998 12 - 2pm.

Session 2 - Denny Bartley (accompaniment)

Sun 11 January 1298 2.30 - 4.30pm

Session 3 - Karen Tweed (interesting arrange—
ments) Sunday 1 February 1 - 4pm

Session 4 - Alistair Russell (recording & produc-
tion technique) Sunday 1 March 1998 1 - 4pm
Session 5 - Stevie Lawrence (tbc) (recording, pro-
ducing, mixing, recording contracts & a professional
attitude) Sunday 29 March 1998 1 4pm.

Tutors will suggest potential pammpams ready for
studio experience - this will take place in Aprit and
May 1998. The final tapes will be launched in July
1998. For further details contact Jenny on 01377
217078

THIS EVENT IS SUPPORTED BY THE NATIONAL
LOTTERY THROUGH THE ARTS COUNCIL OF .
- ENGLAND,

ENGLISH
CONCERTINA
PLAYERS

Calling all English Concertina enthusiasts in the
North West. Fancy having a monthly gathering with
other English Concertina friends, taking part in
workshops (accompaniment, part playing, tunes
etc) or just a general 'squeeze’? Anybody inter-
ested, please contact Angie Bladen on 01257 263
678 or Mike Bartram on 01744 817127. Beginners
are welcome, I'm sure we can provide you with
hands on experience. The only qualification re-
quired is a love of the best squeeze box in the world
and the enthusiasm to share expertise. If sufficient
interest is expressed then the first meeting will be
arranged in January.

Angie Bladen
Mike Bartram

SPOTLIGHT ON “THE LANE ENDS”

On Wednesday 22nd October, we travelled to the
Lane Ends pub in Wesham, near Kirkham, to visit
the “8.45 at the Lane Ends” Folk Club, which is run
by Ann and Eddie Green. Ann and Eddie have a
reputation for putting on excellent artists, both well-
known and obscure, and this aiways guarantees a
very enjoyable evening.

The venue for the club is a cosy alcove just off the
main bar area, and there is a small stage, together
with seating for about 35 people. Straight away we
were made to feel very welcome and although we
arrived early, seats were beginning to fill up, and
our first priority was to get two good seats.

Before long the whole area was full to capacity, and
Ann started the proceedings promptly by introduc-
ing the first guest, Chris Hyde, the music teacher
from the local secondary school. Chris played a mix-
ture of traditional and self-penned material, which
was delivered very competently, with some helpful
explanations of the origins of the songs.

Ann then introduced the main guest artist of the
evening, a young man called Jon Brindley, who hails
from Wigan. Straight away, right from the first song
that Jon played, we knew we were in for a treat, His
confident, distinctive style combined with an amaz-
ing guitar technique were really impressive. Jon
treated us to a first set of 9 songs which contained

considerable variety, ranging from a traditional Scot-

tish ballad to a really funky blues number.

Then came the interval, time to replenish the drinks
and buy some:raffle tickets. There was also the
chance to chat to other club members, not least
about the forthcoming Show of Hands concert, which
is being organised by Ann and Eddie at the Wesham
Community Centre on 29th November.

Having failed to pick up one of the bottles of wine
on offer as raffle prizes, we then sat down to enjoy’
another blistering set from Jon Brindley. This in-
cluded a display of talent on an electronic keyboard,

featuring a seif-penned song called “Feelings”. Once
again, Jon’s considerable all-round ability as an ac-
complished folk singer came through very strongly.

The club is run entirely on a voluntary basis, there is
no charge at the door. Instead a notice requesting a
confribution was put up, and a glass handed round
during the proceedings. This certainly seemed to
be an arrangement which works extremely well, judg-
ing by the quality of the acts that are being adver-
tised to appear at the club in the near future.

When Jon attempted to finish his set, the room prac-

MERSEY SHANTY FESTIVAL

13th and 14th June 1958

Albert Dock, Liverpool
Provisional Programme includes:

Fanch Le Marrec and Jean Paul Ferrec + Jim Mageean
Stormalong John ¢ Hughie Jones ¢ Johnny Collins
The Keslers
Monkey's Orphan + Forebitter

The Shanty Festival coiricides with the Mersey River Festival
Regatita, the Parade of Sail, 18th annual Mersey Nobby Race and
much, much more.

Open access to most Mersey River Festival événts, including
Shanty Festival.

For further details call Healthwise FREF on 0800 838908.

l

MERSE)” [
\river .

FESTIVAL

S

Grimsby Folk Clup-

presents

An anthology of dlSSﬂHt in words and music if

Appearing at:
{ The Winter Gardens Cleethorpes -'

Sunday 1st February 1998
Tickets: £8.00 |

Available from:

The Rectory, Station Road, Wlllbughby, |

Lincs., LN13 9NA o
Tel/Fax: 01507 462045
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tically erupted and he was then persuaded to do
fwo encores. Even so, we were all left wanting more.
Unfortunately he has not got round to doing any
tapes or CDs yet, if he had he would have sold quite
a few that night. In fact we couldn’t help wondering
why we hadn't heard of him before, Jon now de-
serves much more exposure and is highly recom-
mended - book him as soon as possible!

At the time the club was under a bit of a cloud, fol-
towing a complaint from local residents, and the lack
of a music licence, which restricted the number of
artists that could appear on any one night to two.
However, since then the club has managed to ob-
tain a music licence, and this will certainly serve to
rejuvenate all aspects of the running of a club that
is clearly dedicated to the promotion of folk music:

Mention must be made of the excellent quality of
the sound at the club. This is the forte of Eddie

Green, who worked hard to create an extremely weli#'_
balanced effect in very dlfﬁcuit acoustac condltrons '

In summary then we left the club havmg expenenced
a very enjoyable and sociabie evening. Our Iast;ng-'._
impressions are of a very professionally run club with B
bags of enthusiasm, which is due in no small part to:.
the efforts of Ann and Eddie. Newcomers are al- -
ways made to feel very weicome at the c!ub and'

we would thoroughly recommend a visit as soon as

possible. Check the club dates in the magazine for

details of forthcoming attractions.

Chris & Helen Mcilveen.

JOHN BOOTH
a man with a guitar

{vocal, slide guitar)

faphael Callaghan

&
Christine Purnell

DIARY CHAT

¥ Thebestin
| bilues & roots 3

0151-709 5484

(oo and a hat full of -
: from all sorts.
| BLUE ©j|°"

of places {including
my own head)

NORTHWICH
01606 79356

Mini Market
Only £2.00 per
1/16 page

Maximum of 1/16 per advert
For Private sales & wants, club
adverts and artistes cards.
Send Copy by Jan 16th 1998
to:-

Paul Holden (Advertising)
7,Sunleigh Road, Hindley, Nr
Wigan WN2 2RE
Tel. No.01942 258 459

A What's On Publication

MIDLANDS FOLK
DIARY

Covers 24 counties and over 100 clubs
Issued Monthly on the ist of the month

Annual
Subscription

£9.50
Edited by: Joe Smith
121 Morris Avenue
COVENTRY CV2 5GS
Tel. No. 01203 444 405

Cheques payable to J.Smith

Please note that all input for Club dates and Diary
Chat should be sent to Chris Mcllveen at:-

35 Glenshiels Avenue
Hoddlesden
Darwen
BB3 3LS
Tel: 01254 704726
- Ltandudno Folk Club.
The club has had a change of venue, and is cur-
rently meeting at The Snowdon Pub in Liandudno.
This is however only a temporary venue and new
premises are b'eing Env’es’tigated
Rarlway Foik Club

The Rallway FoEk Ciub contlnues happr!y with its

spilt personallty existance. On the one hand there

isa fine array.of Guest N|ghts with well established

‘names like: Jeremy Taylor and. Tom Paley but also
'lntroducmg newcomers like. Cautlous Hailf and

BlarneyStone and on. the other hand there are al-
ternatmg S:ngers Nrght which regutarly have tento
fifteen performers some professronal some enthu-
SIastlc all raring. to. get. up and entertain. Located
in a nice part.of Cheshire the Railway Hotel is a
lively fnendly piace always with a potent guest
beer on tap: The Folk Club seems fo attract visi-
tors from ali over the country with people driving
from Hampshlre to hear John Kirkpatrick, and com-

ing down from near G!asgow for a Singers Night. -

Some _memb_ers are even preserved forever on tape
with Graham'’s “Mrs Sowerby’s Little Lad”, Bernard
Cromerty’s “Revived Forty Five”, the sequel is in
preparation and Don & Heather’s “Kythera Dream”
also on the way.

The exploits of the Club can now be followed on
the World Wide Web and the Website is http://
www.salford.ac. uk/prosthetic/railway/railway. htm

We would be very pleased to receive items for in-
clusion in this section. It is an ideal opportunity to
acquaint the readers of any forthcoming or recent
changes. A few simple directions to the new venue
if a venue change has occurred would be useful
along with a contact number for more details. A
reminder for clubs that the copy date is January
16th 1998 - just time to enjoy a well earned rest
and then put all those New Year resolutions into
effect to keep us informed and up to date.

LETTERS
PAGE

Dear Editor

Some months ago | applied to the Arts Unit of Lan-

cashire County Council, for grant aid for two spe-
cial projects | was planning for Fylde ‘97. My appli-
cation for a guarantee against loss was rejected,
on the grounds that the two events were commer-
cial exercises and not of artistic value. Nomatter,
the events went ahead anyway.

However, | am outraged and dismayed by a state-
ment made by the Arts officer, that, and | quote, “1
must inform you that the Arts Sub-Committee has
not identified support for folk music to be a prior-
ity”. In a later letter the lady concerned also wrote,
and | quote again, “Folk is not considered to be a
priority when deciding grant aid to Lancashire
events”,

From further enquiries, | have leamt that signifi-
cant amounts of money is given to various orches-
tras in the North West and WOMAD.

Whilst other nations are proud to retain their cul-
tural heritage and take great pains to do so, our
Lancashire Arts Unit appears to be totally indiffer-
ent. -

| hasten to say that grant aid to Fyide is not the
issue; we have by good fortune and planning, man-
aged to present a festival for twenty five years with
little aid at all. However, a great principle is at stake
here.

There are many folk projects and events in Lanca-
shire that deserve and need financial support and
should be receiving every encouragement from the
Arts Unit of Lancashire County Council. Therefore
| cannot let this matter rest.

I intend to challenge the grant aid ethos and phi-
losophy of this Arts Sub-Committee. To that end, |
have written to various organisations who are sup-
ported by their regional Arts Committees’, asking
for information in order to build a case hlstory to
support my cause.

Through your columns may | ask if any of your read-
ers have any ideas or suggestions.

All help will be gratefully appreciated and | wiil of
course keep you advised of progress and the out-
come.

Yours sincerely ,
Alan Bell
55 The Strand, Fleetwood
Lancs. FY7 8NP
Tel: 01253 872317 Fax: 01253 878382

Alan wrote this lefter to us on Wednesday 17th
September and it is reproduced here in full.  would
be grateful if you could let me have a copy of any
ideas and suggestions as this matter is of great
concermn to us all. | am also in the course of follow-
ing this up. (Editor)

Dear ‘Folkie’

Redcar International Festival of Folk Music, Dance
& Song suffered a mortal wound (financial) in July
1997, so now Redcar Festival ceases to exist.

However, true to form, we have moved lock, stock
and barrel five miles down the coast to Saltburn-
by-the-Sea, where we hope to be able to continue
the festival in another guise, i.e. The First Saltburmn
Internationai Festival of Folk Music, Dance and
Song.

The only difference to our original plans are the
dates, which are now 31st July, 1st & 2nd Au-
gust ‘98, hope this is convenient!!

We intend to run the Festival as in the past, i.e.
Concerts, Ceilidhs, Singarounds, Chance To Meet,
Craft Fayre, Workshops, Youthquake etc. etc. We
will continue with the Shanty Competition as ever
with Booker and Padget and the Singer-Songwriter
Competition:

All we need now is you, the ‘folkies’, to turn up in
your hundreds to support us as you always have in
the past, The Festival Office and Telephone
Number are as shown at the foot of this letter.’

Thank you for your help and support over the past
years and we look forward to meeting old frlends
and new in 'sunny’ Saltburn-by-the-Sea.

Best Wishes

John Taylor :
Saltburn International Festival of Folk Mus;c :
Dance & Song, Festival Office,Femn Cottage,
Dalehouse, Staithes, Cleveland, TS13 5DT
Tel. No. 01947 840 928
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December Dates
SUNDAY 07-Dec 14-Dec 21-Dec 28-Dec
IARNSIDE Singers Night Singers Night
potHy Caope,Boyes & Singers Night Office Party Closed
Simpson
[LLANDUDNO Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
POTTERIES
WOODEN HORSE Singers Night Cuckoo Oak Christmas Party Closed
MONDAY 01-Dec 08-Dec 15-Dec 22-Dec 29-Dec
IBRIDGE Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
CONWY Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
JSWINTON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
TRITON {Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
TUESDAY] 02-Dec 09-Dec 16-Dec 23-Dec - 30-Dec
CHORLEY |Forebitter Anthony John Clarke o A z‘i;ﬁfﬁ & Musicians
JDALTON Bernard Wrigley Closed b
IHOWCROFT INN The Renovators ::(:::s Party_ - - Staff e
lLNERPOOL B Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night. -~ - Singers Night
fMAGHULL Singers Night Singérs Night Singers Night Singers Night ... . Singers Night
fosBALDESTON |Singers Night Singers Night Shngers Night Singers Night. .. | Singers Night
IURMSTON ACOUSTICS  [Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night " |Singers Night -
fovican (wmc) Isingers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night ™ ™ Sinigers Night
WEDNESDAY] 03-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 31-Dec.
8:45 at LANE ENDS [singers nigne Jez Lowe ﬁ:; S St Closed - . |Closed -
ALISON ARMS |Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night . - . |singers Night
ASPULL Singers Night Singers Night Ximas Party Closed | 2 IClesed
*BLAKEY'S {Dylan Owen L . o
BLACKBURN Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Might
[BURNLEY Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround:: i [ Singers Night: .
CASTLE |Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night -+~ | Singers Night . .
leaTEWAY The Monkeydoyles |0 McConville & | Xmas Party - Guest 5y 50 doiosed
Pauline Cato the P :
THURSDAY] 04-Dec ~ 11-Dec " 18-Dec 25-Dec. ..
BLAKEY'S e
ICOCKERMOUTH ) e
FLEETWOOCD Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Closed. . - i
JGREGSON LANE Singers Night Singers Night _ -
RAILWAY " Jres Barker Singers Night Blarney Stone Closed
IWIGAN {7 STARS) Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Closed
FRIDAY] 05-Dec 12-Dec 19-Dec . 26-Deci 7
Teilidh mthﬁﬁy G
“BOTHY String Band (St Johns
Hall} TS
Singers Night at R
INORTHWICH IDavenham Players | Christmas Party Carols Evening Closed .
Theatre _
[Porwces [pixe sirva T maon - L
|PRESTON |Musicl$ong Session  Music/Song Session  |Music/Song Session - {Music/Song Session
{rHvL o
WAL TON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night - Singers Night
WESTHOUGHTON Izlég)almans (ticket _
SATURDAY 06-Dec 13Déc 20-Dec 27-Dec
*6:45 at LANE ENDS :v:;l:'_m' & Chris
[BREWERY ARTS
fBuRY Tom McConville Closed
Calendar Tour - Keith
|eur Foots pius dohn O'Hagan &
_ Paul Tebbutt
OSWALDTWISTLE The Slopstones
IPOYNTON g::::h with Jack at a (BJ:;E: :wth Bilbo

January Dates

SUNDAY! 04-Jan 14~Jan 18-Jan 25-Jan
ARNSIDE Singers Night Singers Night
|_EE>THY 3;?;::';:: d'?::s Singers Night Blue C Joe & Ben Broughton
LLANDUDNO Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
|[POTTERIES
WOODEN HORSE Singers Night Risky Business Singers Night Singers Night
MONDAY] 05-Jan 12-Jan 19-Jan 26-Jan
1IBRIDGE 3ingers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
CONWY Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
ISWINTON -|8ingers Night - - |Singers Night Singers Night - Singers-Night -~ - -
TRITON Singers Night Singers Night . Singers Night Singers Night
TUESDAY] 06-Jan 13-Jan . 20-Jan 27-Jan
]CHORLEY A8 Breakdown Band Steve Tilston
IDALTON Singaround Singaround
|HOWCROFT INN Guest TBA Joe Stead
ILIVERPOOL Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IMAGHULL Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IOSBALDESTON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
URMSTON ACOUSTICS Singers Night Singrs Night Singers Night. - Singers Night
WIGAN (WMC) Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
WEDNESDAY] _07-Jan 14-Jan . HM-dans 28-Jan
Jp45 at Lane enos ;t:;’;:’::;{; & g’;::;ee’““" & Tania Singers Night gi";;:;:"ye’ &
IALISON ARMS Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
FASPULL Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IBLACKBURN Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IBURNLEY Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround
ICASTLE Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singars Night
[GATEWAY :,‘:::;“ Wyndham- | Sean Gannon Steve Simm. .. . [Tl
THURSDAY]| ot-Jan 08-Jan 15-Jan Lo 22-Jan o 29-Jan
|BLAKEY‘S [Singers Night :
JcockermoUTH J. - B
IFLEETWOOD }singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IGREGSON LANE Singers Night Singers Night L Singers Night
IRAELWAY Rhythm Rascals Singers Night Singers Night Tom Paley
hvican 7 STARS) Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
FRIDAY] (2-Jan 09-Jan 46-Jan Ll 28-dan 30-Jan
Coope, Eoyes 8 S
JFOUR FOOLS Simpson with Mal
Waite _ 3 .
INORTHWiCH Singaround Cautious Haif Singers Night ﬁifri:;MUfth & Jotin Singers Night
JPORKIES Tom Topping Band j o
;PRESTON {Music/Song Sossion Music/Song Session Music/Song Session Music/Song Session Music/Song Session
IRHYL . .
WALTON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
SATURDAY 03-Jan ~ 10Jan 17-Jan 24-Jan 31-Jan
[BREWERY ARTS )
BURY Gordon Tyrrall Guest tbe
OSWALDTWISTLE Singers Night
PovnTON g::ff%;:&:ggm :f;f;’:v‘:"h Ptain
Band rapper Band
"RAILVWAY Railway Special -
: Wetstones A-Z_
s

15




16

| OFFICER NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE __ ]

Chairman Pauline Coan Lever Edge, Ulnes Waiton Lane, Croston M T77Z 452782
Treasurer Kath Hoiden 7, Sunleigh Road, Hindley, Wigan 01942 258459
Editor Ken Biaden 38, The Oaks, Eaves Green, Chorley 01257 263 678
Deputy Editor MNigel Firth 118, Bolton Road, Aspull, Wigan 01942 833203
Advertising Paul Holden 7, Sunleigh Road, Hindley, Wigan 01842 258459
Mermbership Secretary Contact Treasurer (see Above)

Foderation Secretary Angie Bladen 36, The Oaks, Eaves Green, Chorley 01257 263 878
Youth Aclivities Jenny Shothiff 01377 297 978
Club Dates Chris Mciiveen 35, Glenshiels Avenue, Hoddlesden, Darwan Q1254 704726
Proaf Reader Pete Gleave 34, Hamiftor: Road, St. Helens 01744 732117
Review Co-ordinator David Jones 4, Kingfisher Close, Swallowfielde, Pleckgate 01254 54877

THE AIMS OF THE FEDERATION SHALL BE
v The promaotion of Foik Music in the North-Waest by:-

February Dates
SUNDAY 01-Feb 08-Feb 15-Feb 22-Feb
JARNSIDE Singers Night Singers Night
{BOTHY Singers Night John Pearson Robb Johnson Singers Night
LLANDUDNG §Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
POTTERIES
bwooDpeN HorsE Isingers Night :2;;;;:, ";eet Singers Night Singers Night
MONDAY] 02-Feb 09-Feb 16-Feb 23-Feb
|BRIDGE ISingers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
ICONWY Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
ISWINTON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
[TRITON Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
TUESDAY] 03-Feb 10-Feb 17-Feb 24-Feh
HORLEY Iﬁa?vid James & Claire
Alison
DALTON Singaround Singaround
IHOWCROFT INN Anthony John Clarke Blue ¢
ILWERPOOL f§Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
"MAGHULL Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
[OSBALDESTON ISingers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
{URMSTON ACOUSTICS  {Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
WIGAN (WMC) {Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
WEDNESDAY)| _O4-Feb 11-Feb 18-Feb 25-Feb
I3:45 at LANE ENDS Chris Sherburn & 1, 41 oteers Rob Johnson Singers Night
Denny Bartiey
IALISON ARMS Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
ASPULL Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
JBLACKBURN Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
[BURNLEY Singarcund Singarcund Singaround Singarcund
ICASTLE Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IGATEWAY Guest TBA Guest TBA Guest TBA Guest TBA
THURSDAY] 05-Feb 12-Feb 19-Feb 26-Feb
BLAKEY'S ¥Singers Night
ICOCKERMOUTH
JFLEETWOOD ISingers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
IGREGSOM LANE Singers Night Singers Might
RAILWAY Singers Might Singers Night lan Bruce Singers Night
IWIGAN (7 STARS) {Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night Singers Night
FRIDAY, 06-Feb 13-Feb 20-Feb 27-Feb
Cellidh with Oid
FBOTHY Peculiar (St Johns
Hall)
‘Flowers of
Manchester (Geoff
& Lesle
jOUR FOOLS Higginhht’)ttom, Alison
'Younger & Chris
Harvey) .
{norTHWICH Tom McConville 8 g:'\?e::aﬁg;:a::rs Trim the Velvet Singers Night
Pauline Cato
Theatre
PORKIES _ Jouest tbe
PRESTON !MusicfSong Session Music.fSoﬂr;g Session Music/Song Session Music/Song Session
fRHYL
WALTON #Singers Night Singars Night Singars Night Singers Night
WESTHOUGHTON Closed Oldham Tinkers Jdez Lowe
SATURDAY)| 07-Feb 14-Feb 21-Feb 28-Febh
IBREWERY ARTS
BURY Derek Gifford Charles Fyson
IOSWALDTWISTLE fDylan Owen B
bovynTon Ceilicth with Village Ceilidh with Twisted
Band Flax
RAILWAY Railway Special - John

Kirkpatrick

* If Club name has "™ in front, it's not the usual club night.

> If entry has "™ in front, it's being held at a different venue (unless venue is named)

The Federation Clubs

v 1. Joint publicity of the Member Clubs Y. "W_f@fl‘ FE‘WETIW“““\; :
v 2. The general support of the Member Clubs ;%.- 3 R L \:91" ?
v’ 3. Joint organisation of Concerts & Ceilidhs in the area. (et LE -] _gk. ";L .
v 4. The support of Festival Organisers in the area. Rk *" 5’;
¥ B, The organisation of evenis to attract the ‘under 18s", “\._.,
PDay/Club .= | Time . Llub Address Qrganiser Phane
SUNDAY
ARNSIDE £:30 pm| The Bulls Head, Miinthorpe Steve Black 01524 761823
BOTHY 8:00 pm{Blundelt Arms, Upper Aughton Rd, Birkdaie Clive Pownceby 0151 924 5078
LLANDUDNOC 8:30 pm{The Oid Victoria Pub, Church Walks, Liandudno John Les 01492 580454
POTTERIES 8:00 pm|The Oid Swan Inn, Harishill Rd, Stoke Jason Hij 01782 813401
WOODEN HORSE } 8:30 pm] The Junction, Rainford Jim Coan 01772 452782
MONDAY
BRIDGE 8:30 pm]Bridge Inn, Georges Road, Stockpott Peter Hood 0161 432 4142
CONWY 8:30 pm{ The Malt Loaf, Conwy Denis Bennett 01492 B77324
SWINTON 8:30 pmjWhite Lion, 242 Manchester Rd, Swinton Ged Todd 01942 B11827
TRITON 8:30 pm| St John Hall, Melleson Road, Liverpool Anne Crumplon 0151 920 5384
TUESDAY
CHORLEY 8:30 pm{The Waggon & Horses, Bolten St., Chorley Frank Wison Q1257 230047
DALTON 8:30 pmi The Brown Cow, Goose Green, Dalton-in-Furmness Andy Frame 01229 835601
HOWCROFT INN | 8:30 pm|The Howeroft Inn, 35 Poal Street, Boiton Ron Callow 01204 381958
LIVERPOOL 8:30 pm|The Ship & Mifre, Dale St, Liverpool Helen Hebden 0151 727 088
MAGHULL 8:30 pm{Hare & Hounds, Maghui Chris Lock 0151 526 4378
OSBALDESTON 8:30 pm|Bay Horse Inn, Longsight Rd, Osbaldeston, Blackburn Bernadette Dixon 01254 8535239
URMSTON ACOUSTICS{ 8:30 pm The Nag's Head, Davyhuime Circle, Urmston Martin Kavanagh 0161 748 5497
WIGAN (WMC) 8:30 pm! Working Mens Ciub, Upper Morris St, Wigan Joan Blackburn 01942 321223
WEDNESDAY
8:45 AT LANE ENDS | B:45 pmiLane Ends Hotel, YWeeton Rd, Wesham Ann Green 0772 883027
ALISON ARMS 8:30 pm{ The Alison Arms, Preston Rd, Coppull Moor, Nr Chorley | Hilda Foy 01257 792246
ASPULL 8:30 pmiMoorgste Inn, Scot Lane, Aspuil, Wigan Paul Wordaworth 0161 790 7153
BLACKBURN 8:30 pm| Veteran Hotel, Eanam, Blackburn Brian Kirkham (1254 826681
BURNLEY 8:30 pmiWaggon & Horses Inn, Coine Rd, Brierfield Phyl Watson 01282 774077
CASTLE 8:30 pm|Castle Hotel, Halton Village, Runsorn Bob O'Callaghan 0151 424 5387
THURSDAY.
BLAKEY'S 8:30 pml Blakey's Acoustic Chub, King George's Hall, Biackburn Dyian Owen 01254 390391
COCKERMOUTH B:30 pm| Tithe Bam Hotel, Station St, Coclkenmouth Jack King 01900 828226
FLEETWQOD 8:30 pin| Steamer Hotel, Queens Terrace, Flestwood Dave Ryan 01253 876351
GATEWAY 8:30 pini The Gateway Hotel, 882 Wilmsiow Rd, East Didsbury Annie Morris 0161 881 5294
GREGSON LANE | 830 pm{St. Joseph's Social Centre, Gregson Lane, Hoghton Graham Dixon 01254 853029
RAILWAY 8:30 pm| Railway Hotel, Heatisy, Lymm Graham Sowerby (1925 265503
THE SHIP INN 8:30 pm] The Ship Inn, Rosemary Lane, Haskayne, Nr Ormskirk Sue Howard 0151 526 9927
WIGAN (7 STARS) |9:00 pmiSeven Stars Hotel, Seven Stars Bridge, Walgete, Wigan | Joan Blackbumn C1942 321223
ERIDAY
FOUR FOOLS 8.00pm [Lawdon Civic Hali, Hesketh Meadow Lane, {.owton, Lancs | Angie Bladen 01257 263678
NORTHWICH 8:30 pmjHarlequin Theatre, Quesn St, Northwich : John Booth 01606 70356
PORKIES 8:30 pm Ladybrook Hotel, Fir Road, Bramhall, Cheshire Judy Alcock 01260 252633
PRESTON 8:30 pm|Moorbrook inn, North Road, Preston Rob Malaney 01257 231463
RHYL B:30 pm|Bee 8 Station Hotel, Bodfor St, Rhyl Juff Biythin 01745 336052
WALTON 8:30 pmiCounty Ward Labour Ciub, 39 Hale Road, Walton, L'poot | Lilian French 0151 4740879
WESTHOUGHTON | 8:15 pm{Westhoughton Goif Club, Long island, Westhoughton Pat Batty 01942 812301
SATURDAY,
BREWERY ARTS | 8:30 pm|Brewery Arts Centre, 122a Highgate, Kendal Box Office 01538 725133
BURY 8:00 pm] The Two Tubs, The Wykie, Bury Alan Seymour 01681 761 1544
MEGHANICS 8:30 pmiBurnley Machanics, Manchester Rd, Bumiey fan Weils 01282 36005
QSWALDTWISTLE |8:30 pm|St Mary's Parish Centre, Lock Street, Ogswaldtwistie Dylan Owen 01254 39031
POYNTON 8:30 pm| Paynton Folk Ceritre, Park Lane, Poynton Sue James Q1270 766675
SOUTHPORT ARTSl B:30 pm| Southport Arts Centre, Lord St, Southport Lesley Wilson 01704 540004
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ADVANCE DATES FOR
MARCH 1998 AND BEYOND

CLUB
RESIDENTS

8.45 AT THE LANE ENDS

March 4 - Maxie & Mitch

March 11 - Ben & Joe Broughton
March 18 - Singers Night

March 25 - Strawhead

BOTHY

March 15 - Helen Watson Trio
May 3 - Mike Silva

CHORLEY

March 23 - Jon Brindley
April 7 - Phil Hare

FOUR FOOLS

March 8 - Artisan plus Robin Laing

April 4 - “Big Sing” (12 noon to 12 rnidnight) with Mrs
Ackroyd Band (evening)

May 1 - Mad Pudding

OSWALDTWISTLE _
April 4 - Tom McConville & Pauline Cato

RAILWAY

March 5 - Jez Lowe -

March 12 - Singers Night

March 17 - St Patrick’s Night Spectacular
March 19 - Singers Night

March 26 - Mike Silva

WESTHOUGHTON -

March & - Bernard Wrigley

March 13 - Keith Hancock’s Famous Last Words

April 17 - Albion Band

April 24 - Doonan Family Band

May 1 - Maddy Prior & Friends at Bolton School Arts
Centre.

WOODEN HORSE

March 8 - Jez Lowe & The Bad Pennies
March 15 - Singers Night
March 22 - Singers Night
March 29 - Singers Night

April 5 - Th'Antique Roadshow
April 12 - Closed

April 19 - Singers Night

April 26 - Singers Night

May 3 - Closed

May 10 - Singers Night

May 17 - Singers Night

18 May 24 - Closed

ARNSIDE- Steve Black, John Harper, John & Angela
Cowell, Frank Lewis, John Storer, Dave Summers, Roy.
Wilcock, and Bridget Guest.

ASPULL - Paul Wordsworth, John Dawson, Les Rolf,

8.45 at the LANE ENDS - Scold/s Bridle, Rebecca
Green.

BLACKBURN - Flatbroke, -~ : -

BOTHY - Clive Pownceby, Neville Grundy, Pete Rimmer,
Ray Rooney, Bev Sanders, Bill Hackney.

BRIDGE - Peter Hood, Phil & Claire Allen.
BURNLEY - Brillig, Steve Cook, Roy Kelly, Liz Brown.

BURY - Dave Wetherall, Sheila Harty, Alan & Jane
Seymour, Chris Nash, lan Fell, Colin Clayton.

CASTLE - Wild Rover.

CHORLEY - Frank Wilson, Wolfman Jack, George
Harvey, Steve Nelson.

COCKERMOUTH - Terry Haworth, Linda Lockney.
FLEETWOOD - Spitting on a Roast.

GATEWAY - Pauline Jones, Lynda Edwards, Maggie
Billington, Tony Mannion, Pete Hood, Dave Walmisiey,
Mary & Kieran Hartley, Tom Travis, Anna Bearnew.

GREGSON LANE - Lammergeier.

LLANDUDNO - Highly Strung (Gill Williams & John Les).

MAGHULL - Tony Gibbons, Sue Howard, LocTup To-
gether, Bob Tyrer, Clover, Paul Robinson, Joan
Gallimore, Maria & Harry Forsythe.

NORTHWICH - Jamie Anderson, John Booth, Seéﬁ'

Boyie, John Moncur, Charlie Reade, Sarah & lan
Sherwood, Brenda Yates.

OSBALDESTON - Trouble At'Mill.
PORKIES - Sad Pig Band, Dave Walmisley.

POYNTON - The Timekeepers, The Real Time Bandits,
Pete Shirley, Pete Hood, Phil & Claire Allen, Steve Finn,
Geoff Higginbottom, .

PRESTON - Rob Malaney, Hugh O'Donnell, Tom Walsh,
Nick Cafrey.

RAILWAY - Syivia & Graham Sowerby, Heather & Don
Davies, Trevor Morton, Geoff Smith.. Z

TRITON - Bob Tyrer. ‘
URMSTON ACOUSTICS - Keith Northover.
WESTHOUGHTON - Auld Triangle.

WOODEN HORSE - Quartz, Rob Peacock, Andy Ander-
son, LocTup Together.

CD REVIEWS

BATTLEFIELD BAND “Across the Borders”
[COMD2065]

Quite simply for me, Battiefield Band epitomise ali
that is best to come out of Scotland in a folk band.
This CD recorded during three conceris in the
Queens Hall, Edinburgh last year captures the
many facets possessed by these four talented
musicians. A trilogy of tunes gets the concert off
to a flying start while the 60s traditional song Tramps
and Hawkers is given superb treatment and is en-
hanced by the additional words written by Alan
Reid.

A number of guests are featured and California’s
Eric Rigler, best known as the piper heard on the
‘Braveheart’ film soundtrack, helps you to drift away
with his rendition of Snow on the Hills/Xesus and
Felisa on the Uillean Pipes. The legendary Irish
flute player Seamus Tansey teams up with lain
McDonald, as their two contrasting styles bring The
Concert Reel/The Green Mountain alive. Alan
Reid’s superb Arran Convict is enhanced by Eric
Rigler’s pipes and is a real audience pleaser. The
treats are many and varied, with Alison Kinnaird’s
small harp bringing us the lovely Gaelic lament
Tuireadh iain Ruaidh. Amongst all this Celtic fer-
vour is a rare Engiish!!! offering, a fine rendition by
Alistair Russell of the Trimdon Grange Explosion
about pit death and its sad consequences. York-
shire’s Kate Rusby adds meiodic harmony to Alan’s
super treatment of the Green and the Blue, but my
favourite is where Battlefield meets country in the
shape of the Radio Sweethearts, Glasgow’s anti-
dote to the overdose of syrup emanating from
Nashville. Oh those heady days when your dog
was still alive and the wife was still contemplating
running off with your best friend.

Add to all that plenty more instrumental gymnas-
tics from John McCusker and you have over 65
minutes of pure, unadulterated pleasure.

David Jones

CAFE ORCHESTRA “Topaz” [CD GRACD 221]

Imagine having tramped around some cold wet and

miserable European city - doing alt the worthy things
you feel you should do when over-faced with cul-
ture, and then finding a blessed hosteiry. {I must
call it thus, as a café in Engtand always invokes
the smell of chips and the thought of weak instant
coffee.) You order a coffee to warm the bones, a
brandy to warm the cockles, and if you are in any
luck you will find music as good as this to warm
your soul! Sit down make yourself comfortable and
refax - my feet where tapping before the first track
was halfway through! After the second track | had
ordered a refill of the brandy, this was going to be
a great night! The four musicians on this album ali
play real instruments and the keyboard listed on
the sleeve notes is played with care and used with
delicacy (other bands should take note).

How did this band manage to get album guests of
this quality? Mary Coughlan (I could listen to her
read out the telephone directory), Sinead Stone
(an artist | was not aware of but will now be looking
for) along with Sarah McQuaid, Pete O Brian, and
Robbie Casserly, at last a drummer who appears
to be a musician.

This is a laid back CD but never bland! Superbly
engineered by Pearse Dunne. My advice is to pour
yourself that drink, turn down the lights and put
this CD on the hi-fi.

Jim Coan

CHIPOLATA 5 “Skinless” [Hoodlum HOODCD
001] o

The original ‘Chips’ were Sam Thomas, Jasper King
and Tristan Glover; they are made five by the addi-
tion of “Cajun fiddle ace” (their words not mine!) Jock
Tyldesley and “funksome” bass player Barnaby
Stradiing. One look at a couple of those sumames
indicates the sort of pedigree this band have: To
say they obviously enjoy their music would be an
under-statement of gigantic proportions - this album
positively ocozes enthusiasm. It also overflows with
some excellent musicianship, not only from the lads
themselves but also, as they put it ... “friends and
kindred spirits along the way” who include Eliza
Carthy, Gary Finlayson and lain Macieod to men-
tion but three of what seems a multitude of young
performers. R RPEEE PR P

The buik of the material is jolly dance tunes aranged
by the band but you'll also find a song or two and
one of Taffy Thomas's stories (wellf there’s a sur-
prisel). One of my favourite fracks which illustrates

the ‘sfreet entertainers’ feel to the album s theirren- ""19




dition of Shel Silverstein’s “Boa Constrictor’ which
they leamnt from of all people, that diva of traditional
song, Frankie Amstrong.

There are those | know who may scoff at the ‘mod-
emisation’ of traditional material in the style that the
Chipolatas play it but, if we are to accept that the
young have right of access to the tradition, we must
also accept that they will interpret it in their own way
teo. The important fact is that the tradition contin-
ues and evolves and that it is respected and en-
joyed. The Chipolatas both respect and enjoy. Even
an old beggar like me enjoyed itl

Derek Glfford
MICK FLAVIN “CountryAlI the Way” [RCDSG4]

This is more Country and Western than folk. A
pleasant CD, good to listen to or just to have on in
the background. Mick has an old fashioned coun-
fry voice, slightly shouting, reminiscent of Chilli Wills
(the voice of the talking mule). Mick’s voice stands
out quite well from the music. Track seven “In my
father’s house” was one | quite liked and then “Cot-
ton Jenny” an old favourite which most people are
famitiar with in the folk scene. “l met a friend of
yours today” | don’'t usually like Talking/Singing
songs unless they have something profound to say
or are funny, this is just about passabie.

Other voices join Mick on most songs but never
stand out or harmonise, they just blend. The song
“| sleep like a baby” is not for me. If sung in most
folk clubs it would probably raise a laugh and nota
tear at the end. | expected him to say “sincerely
folks, | really meanit’. | was surprised there wasn’t
a yodel or two, but | had to wait ‘il the last song
when there was almost a yodel but not quite.

Nothing to make you sit up here, but if you are a
Country and Western fan, as | say Mick has a very
pleasant country voice, | would give it 7/10, but for
folkies 4/10.

Alan Poole. -

ROY HARRIS “The Rambling Soldier” [Fellside
FECD 17]

This is essentially a re-issue of the original album
released by Fellside in 1979 as a companionto ‘The
Rambling Soldier’ book by Roy Palmer. It has been
enhanced by the addition of four sets of tunes which
are inserted at regular intervals making up 16 tracks
altogether. There are, as one wouid expect, some

20 classic songs on this album including ‘McCafferty’,

‘The Rambling Soldier’, ‘Thirteen Pence a Day’,
‘Banks of the Nile’ and an interesting version of ‘The
Scarlet and the Blue'.

Roy Harris, as an ex-soldier himself, is well equipped
to sing these songs in his own inimitable style either
unaccompanied or backed up instrumentally by
Roger Watson, Peador Long and John Astle. The
new instrumental tracks are provided by excellent
fiddier Paul Witty and equally proficient melodeon
player Mike Breeze. The whole produiction is backed
up by notes on the songs as written on the original
release by Roy Palmer. :

Those foliowers of traditicnal son'g will, Fm sure,
welcome the chance to either update or catch up
with this release.

Derek Gifford =

ALAN KELLY “Qut of the Blue” [Blaékbox Mu-
sic BBMOCH}

This is a CD of foot-tappzng reels, jigs, shpjlgs and

the like. The light touch on the accordion along

with a not overpowering rhythmic backing by gui-
tar (Donogh Henessy/Stephen Cooney), keyboard

(Carl Hession), fiddie (Sean Smyth), flute (John:

Kelly) and assorted percussion (Jim Higgins), cer-
tainly gives the tunes a ‘sensitive lift’ - just makes
you want to dance around the kitchen whilst dry:ng
the dishesl

The tunes are' frdm various sources, - | reland, Scot-
land, Cape Breton and Canada. The one slow air
‘Beautiful Lake Ainslie’ is more than worthy of a
mention - played with just the right touch and fee!—
ing - wonderful' i

Ju![eAlrs_- C

GORDEANNA McCULLOCH “Sheath and Knife”
[Feliside Recordings FECD 117} -

On first glance one could be understood for tak:ng
this as a CD for the folkies north of the border, but
you would be very wrong. Yes, perhaps it would
have been good if the CD cover had included
the full tyrics for perhaps this would have helped
the sassenachs amongst us with the more ‘try-
ing’ dialect, but this would be my only criticism.

It must be said that this is not your sing-along
in the car CD, but demands your full attention

to be truly appreciated. With the recordings
wonderfully restored Gordeanna McCulloch's
voice is both pure and haunting and she is truly
an outstanding traditional singer, which is sadly
becoming a rarity these days.

This collection is not only an essential for the
true collector of folk music, but also for those
of you who want a
glimpse into the magical
mystery of Scotland’s rich
history, for Sheath and
Knife encapsulates a
time when all would sit
around the fire, each tak-
ing turns to do their bit. It
is not a collection of back-
ground music and de-
mands from the listener,
time to sit back and really
hear and then, personally
more time to reach over,
press the buiton and lis-
ten to it all again!

Scott Bryce

Efiecd %!?i

THE NEW BUSHBURY
MOUNTAIN DAREDEVILS “Urban Hillbilly”
[ENIGMA ENI 105 CD]

| first encountered this midlands based country
band at the short-lived Coombe Abbey Festival
in 1995 (?) where they tied with Tom Paxton as
the most enjoyable performers of the festival.
This CD has its high energy moments, but on
the whole it's gentler than my memory of their
barnstorming live performance.

If you enjoy country rock, cajun or good ol hill-
billy music this is the band - and the CD - for
you. All the numbers are written by members of
the band, principally the two main vocalists Brian
Bannister and Eddie Morton. Having said that,
you will hear strong echoes of Tom Paxton, Bob
Dylan, Ralph McTell, the Eagles and - particu-
larly on Homeland - Woody Guthrie; good com-
pany to keep.

Favourite track? Difficult to decide as this CD

takes me back to my teenage years and back-
to-back Eagles - probably the cajun influenced

Rebecca’s Heart whose storyline is reminiscent
of a number of traditional ballads!

And where is Bushbury Mountain? Well -
Bushbury Hilt is in Wolverhampton, but it doesn’t
have quite the same ring to it.

Janet Hale

THE POOZIES “Come
Raise Your Head” [E.P. /
CD PO0O201]

For the uninitiated, the
Poozies are a four gir!
group, comprising, Patsy
Seddon and .- Mary
MacMaster who :are
Scotland’s No.1 harp duo,
Sileas; accordionist Karen
Tweed, who alsoworks in a
duo with guitarist lan Carr
and Kate Rusby who
worked with Kathryn Rob-
erts, before settingoutas a
soloist of some reputation.
This all too brief cross sec-
tion of their work is a delight
on the ear, with the Mick Ryan penned, The
Widow, for me taking the honours. It's the tale
of a woman whose husband dies, and the devil;-
who decides to take advantage of the situation
but the woman has an insatiable appetite, which
Old Nick can’'t even begin to satisfy. it leaves
him shaking in fear, with the immortal final line;
‘I never knew what pain was like, till | rang your
front door bell”. A good alternative title wouid
be “The Women Strike Back”. It also incorpo-
rates Karen's accordion playing on the tune

Charlie’s Cap. - .

Next comes two tunes, Mr. Grapes, written by
Patsy, and Heidi Hendi, Andy Cutting's tune,
which shows off to fine effect the group’s musi-
cal prowess. Four part a capella harmony is
the treatment given to Lonesome Road, by
James Taylor, when you decide to leave, don't
look back, have no recriminations. Finally, it's
back to the instruments, with Andy Cutting's,
Bay Tree Waltz, while the group’s arrangement
of the Scottish traditional number, Faca Sidh,
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gives Patsy and Mary a chance to sing in their
native Gaelic. Karen's accordion brings the
curtain down, with Jig Jazz by Brendan Power.

It's a well balanced recording, and a fair reflec-
tion of the talent of these dedicated ladies.

David Jones

ALAN PROSSER “Hall Place” [Rafting Dog
Records RD001]

For those of you who don’t know, he’s the smart

guitarist from the Oyster Band. Fve always

thought of him as tasteful, flash when neces-
sary but more importantly restrained and add-
ing colour to the Oyster's sound. Therefore it
comes as no surprise that this, his solo album,
shows that same sensitivity. There are 16
tracks, of which 13 are self-penned, the other

three being traditional. Five of the tracks are

instrumentals.

‘Hall Place’ is one of those albums that | didn't
realiy like at first but frequent listenings have
bhagged my mind completely; so much so that
it made the never ending traffic jam from Bolton
to Manchester aimost bearable. The album
opens with ‘Sheepscar Beck’ an infectious song
about the indifference of industry to the
workforce. ‘Two Crows’ is suitably dark and
eerie but | was not so sure that getting some-
one else to do lead vocal was a good idea when
Alan could have made a good job himseif. All
the instrumentals prove what a deft guitarist he
is and make me think, perhaps | ought to prac-
tice more - a lot more!

The highlights for me are ‘Sheepscar Beck’ and
‘The Leaves of Life’. This track has everything
including the kitchen sink in it, you would swear
you were listening to a Breton band. When |
listened to this | kept thinking, that bit sounds
like Billy Bragg, that bit sounds like Beautiful
South, but really it's Alan’s sound. Extremely
well recorded, beautiful arrangements and
some instantly nickable songs.

Buy it now and put it on repeat play. -

29 Ken Howard

DAVY STEELE “Chasing Shadows” [Hyper-
tension HYCD297171]

When | saw this CD was up for ‘grabs’ for re-
view | practically bit Nigel's hand offl Davy Steele
has always been one of my favourite Scottish
singers from the ‘less-traditional’ stable and |
welcomed the chance to listen to his first solo
offering. On this CD he is ably backed by such
esteemed musicians as Rab Handley, Brian
McAlpine and Dick Gaughan amongst others.
The lyrics of his own songs are well written and
thought provoking and his bouzouki, guitar and
bodhran playing as professional as one could
wish for. e

The CD is well presented with sleeve notes on
the songs where appropriate and full printed lyr-
ics - a definite bonus for us sassenachs. In fact,
the recipe for an excellent albumn is all there and,
dear reader, you are forgiven for thinking that |
really enjoyed this album.... unfortunately, |
didn't. JERR et SRS .

The reason is quite simple, all of the eleven
tracks, bar one, are well.. ‘dour’ is the word that
comes to mind. The overall effect is so depress-
ing that I thought to myself ‘come back Leonard
Cohen ali is forgiven’! Of course, an album
should have some thought provoking or less than
happy songs but by the time you've listened

through this one, even if you'd just won the lot--

tery, you'd be downhearted! Even the chance

to provide something a little up-tempo, such as

‘Calton Weaver’, has been ignored and the ar-

rangement of ‘Leave Her Johnny, Leave Her"

would have Stan Hugill turing in his grave - the
‘Lyke Wake Dirge’ would sound a much more
cheerful song against this!

Sorry Mr. Steele but | woulid have”thought an
experienced performer like yourself would have

paid a lot more attention to programming. What
should be a top-line album is, in my opinion a

disappointment, even for one of your admirers.

Derek Gifford

STEELEYE SPAN “Sails Of Silver”
[PRKCD40]

When | sat down to review this CD, | knew |

-it was the most im-

had made a mis-
take, thisisaCDto
do something to -
turn up the volume,
and join in with
Steeleye. This CD
is the result of
Steeleye Span’s
reformation in
1880. After a
couple of years in
the cold, they had
finally realised what
we, the audience,
had known for
years. That as indi-
vidual artists they were all amongst the best,
but as Steeleye Span they were in a league all
of their own. The resulting Span line up cer-
tainly worked! And the resulting confidence
shows in these tracks, the bands enthusiasm
will have even the most reluctant of singers
belting it out with them. All the songs on the
CD are written by Steeleye Span, with the new
ones sure to be added to the old favourites in
our memories. The mix between Steeleye’s big
concert numbers and their more reserved
acoustic renditions ensures that your interest
is never left to wander far from the track in hand.

As with a lot of CD’s you get some bonus tracks
on this one, but uncommonly these fracks are
a real bonus, with live recordings of the band -
allbeit in a different line up. But have alisten to
Gay Woods voice, it's not often that | can be
distracted from the delights of Maddy Priors
voice but Gay is
well worth listening
to. The only reser-
vations | have
about some of the
recordings is that
although | could
tell you who was
the vocalist from
the first note they
might sing, | could
not tell you who
made the drum kit-
even though the
soundman thought

portant item on
the track! How-
ever it is a CD of
new and favourite
tracks- a must for
Steeleye Span
fans and, if you
don’t like them,
have a listen as
you might be won
over.

JimCoan

STRAWHEAD
“Songs of the
Civil War” [Tape / Book]

I've listened to many concept recordings dur-
ing the past couple of years, some have hit the
spot while others have lost the plot by the fourth
track. My view of Songs of the Civil War is that
it's a triumph for research, for a thorough knowl-
edge of Charles il, the Roundheads and Cava-
liers, made my formative history lessons come
to life. The opening three tracks, Marching
Along, Vive le Roy and When Cannons are
Roaring, set the scene, so much so that you
can almost smell the gun powder. When the
King Enjoys His Own Again and | Live Not
Where | Love, are contrasting ballads, with a
shared poignancy. This story in song, gives a
bailanced view from both sides, while The Con-
tented, encapsulates where the power really
lay during the Civil War.

No selif respecting war would be complete with-
out its surfeit of
drinking songs, of
which, A Catch,
Mait's Come Down
and Drink Old En-
gland Dry, are fine
specimens, if you'll
forgive the pun.
Over the Hills and
Far Away, was re-
cently popularised
through Sean
B e an ' s
characterisation of
Sharpe. There may

have been plenty of 23
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material from the period available for research,
but that was only the basis, with the group
adapting and re-writing, to bring it all to life.

The sound is authentic, with dulcimers, cittern,
recorders and cornetts from the period, mixing
superbly with guitar and keyboards. Gregg
Butler’s voice is so convincing, is he really 300
years old!t! while Malcolm Gibbons ballad treat-
ment and Chris Pollington’s genuine arrange-
ments, give the work that rare commodity, bal-
ance. Alison Younger’s dulcimer playing and
Jude Flint's eye for research detail, guarantees

that Songs of the Civil War will be just as rel--

evant in the centuries to come.

You might think that this recording, by it's very
subject matter will make listening heavy going,
but thanks to the accompanying book with its
song words and explanations, once the mus-
ket fire and smoke lift, you'll enjoy a unique
musical treat.

David Jones

VARIOUS ARTISTES “The Very Best of Brit-
ish Folk” [NTMCD 544]

| have a few of these Best of British Folk CDs
and each one has been good value for money
with many tracks by a wide variety of perform-
ers and songs and tunes to suit ali tastes. This
one is no exception with 19 tracks and a total
running time of just over 77 minutes. There is
only one track on the CD which | did not like -
and that was not the song, but the way it has
been done, no doubt someone else will like this
particular rendition. The artists on this particu-
lar compilation range from Ewan MacColl and
The Watersons to Fairport Convention and

Davey Graham. | would recommend this CD to
anyone be they long time folkies or those new

to folk music,
Pauline Coan
VARIOUS ARTISTES “Robert Burns The

Complete Songs Volume 3”
[Linn Records 1897 : CKD 062] =

In the mid-1970’s | went to my very first Folk
Club, the Black Bull at Milngavie, on the out-
skirts of Glasgow. The very first folk song |
ever heard was “Ye Jacobites by Name”. It
was sung by a group | had never heard of -
The McCalmans! An Englishwoman, having
just moved to Glasgow to live and having no
experience of folk music either north or south
of the border, was bowled over! :

My point is this.  You dort't need to be a Scot
to enjoy this splendid album of Burns songs.
There are seven performers; Ronnie Browne
(of the Corries), lan Bruce, Leslie Hale,
Gordeanna McCulloch, Brian Miller, Wendy
Weatherby & Mick West, and | enjoyed listen-
ing to all of them. It seems to me that the
album has been produced from a “folk” angle.
Burns songs are often given the tenor or bari-
tone treatment; here they are presented as folk
songs of today. They have a modern feel to
them. :

I'd be hard-pushed to name favourites, but |
particularly enjoyed Ronnie Browne singing
Birks o’ Aberfeldy, lan Bruce’s (unaccompanied)
Such a Parcel of Rogues in a Nation and
Wendy Weatherby's | am my Mammie’'s ae
Bairn/O Whistle and 'l come to you, my lad.

This is Volume 3. There is to be a total of 12,
containing all 368 songs written by Burns (an
amazing feat considering he died at the age of
37), but you would need to be a total
‘Burnsophile” to want to own all twelve of them.
However, | have certainly enjoyed listening to
this one for review, and | will certainly play it
for my own pleasure.

Chris Lock

" VARIOUS ARTISTS “The Best of British Folk
* Rock* [PRKCD36]

| The big question whenever Folk Rock is dis-

cussed is who began it and this offering goes a
long way to giving that answer. Pentangle,
Fairport Convention, Steeleye Span,

Lindisfarne and The Strawbs were all there in
the late 60s and 70s and carrying the baton -
forward are Runrig, The Oyster Band and Ca-.

percaillie. If you're proud to be British and want
to celebrate your roots......... read on.

Cynics will say Lindisfarne and The Strawbs
sold out to commercialism, that in the broadest
sense of the word is true, but they have never
forgotten how it all started. Lay Down and Part
of the Union are both featured with the unmis-
takable vocals of Dave Cousins still bringing a
tingle to the spine of all Strawbs devotees.
While Lindisfarne bring us Lady Fleanor and
Meet Me on the Corner that stand as proud
monuments to the sadly departed Alan Hull.
Steeleye Span stormed to No.1 in the charts
with All Around my Hat, but continue to bring
us stories in song from our heritage, through
Peter Knight’s rendition of Lowlands Low.
When I'm Up | Can't Get Down and One Green
Hill provide a great platform for those who have
never heard the Oyster Band, while the unmis-
takable voices of Jacqui McShee and the leg-
endary Bert Jansch again bring Pentangle to
the fore with The Biacksmith and So Early in
the Spring.

The musical dexterity of Fairport Convention
is featured in Jewel in the Crown and Surfeit of
Lampreys, add the big sound from Scotland that
is Runrig and the powerful Celtic folk band
Capercaillie and it all adds up to 18 tracks of
the very best in British Folk Rock, which brings
me back to my original question. Who began
it, where and why?

David Jones

VARIOUS ARTISTES “Taster” [PRKCD40]

This is a compilation CD with 15 tracks featur-
ing Steeleye Span, Maddy Prior, Davey Arthur,
The Guitar Orchestra, Pentangle, Maddy Prior
and the Carnival Band and also Wild Willy
Barrett. The first three tracks (The Fox, The
Jovial Beggar and The Old Maid in the Garret)
are up-tempo versions and would not suit most
traditionalists despite Maddy Prior’s excellent
singing. | feel that the Old Maid in the Garret
sounds as if the singers are desperately trying

~to be heard over the musicians.
“l'enjoyed Davey Arthur’s version of the Galway
~ Famerwhich he sings slower than all the other

versions | have heard. Maddy Prior’'s voice is
better suited to the tracks where she is singing
with little backing so you can hear both the
words and tune easily and enjoy it fully. | do
feel that Steeleye Span sound much better with-
out the loud drum beating away in the back-
ground and drowning the rest of the band.

Pauline Coan

VOICE UNION (With Special Guest Maddy
Prior) * (Fellside FECD199)

Voice Union are Sandra Kerr (UK), Liliana
Bertolo (italy) and Evelyne Girardon (France).
(*Maddy Prior appears on two tracks). “In this
album they have each set about exploring their
own song traditions and found that not only was
there a syncronicity iri terms of subject matter
but that the modal nature of the music meant
that they could mix and match tunes, sometimes
even using a tune from one tradition as a har-
mony for a song from another culture. This dis-
covery has enabled them to create montages of
songs in vocal arrangements of great complex-
ity and beauty”.

The first paragraph is quoting part of the press
release for this album. It states (in fact | think it
rather overstates) what they have attempted to
create, but to be fair, the result is quite stun-
ning. Three very different and very beautiful
voices weaving in and out of tunes and creating
amazing harmonies and counter-melodies with
an apparent natural ease and an obvious tech-
nical brifliance.

The songs are sung in four different languages,
English, Italian, French and Patois, (which we
are informed is a language and not a dialect).
The accompanying booklet has translations to
each song, although it must be said that very
often the subtleties of the meanings become lost
in translation and it is probably better to enjoy
listening to each song for it's own language's
merit rather than to try and think of it in English.

Although | enjoyed listening to it, to me it begs
the question “who will buy it"? it strikes me as
very much a “personal project” album, put to-
gether because these ladies enjoyed the
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intellectual and musical challenge of working to-
gether, and | think it will probably have limited
appeal. However, it is beautifully done, so if
you're a polyglot with a penchant for clever and
complex arrangements, then this album will be
for you.

Chris Lock

HANK WANGFORD & THE L.LOST COWBOYS
“Wake up Dead” [WOW CD08]

Folk North-West meets Country. | wanted to
review this CD, not as a country music fan,
which | am not, but because the persona of
Hank Wangford has always intrigued me. The
contents of the CD are, in the main, very coun
try and based mainly on broken dreams, bro-
ken romances, death and despair. The songs
are written in what | see (or should | say hear)
as the traditional country style, although | am
sure there are purists who would disagree. In
saying this, I found that there were only a few
tracks that 1 felt | had to skip due to boredom.
The melodies are, for the greater part, very
pieasing to the ear.

The CD contains 13 tracks and most of these
are well written, although some are spoiled with
the addition of the typical banal country tyrics.
Of the tracks | would pick out, the title track,
Wake Up Dead, for its good tempo and mes-
sage that we should enjoy ourselves in any way
we wish, ‘cause we're all gonna reach the same
end! Home Sweet Home, once again a good
up-beat tempo and easily singable chorus.
Johnny 55 for me is the best track, set in the
late ‘50’s and about a desire to own a Chevrolet.

Quite unusual is the inclusion of a Mongolian
Long Song, sung and composed by Sianed
Jones; apparently this is where country music
all began.  If you enjoy country/folk fusion,
then you will enjoy this well produced CD.

lan Tupling

Editors Note;- There were a iot of CD’s to re-
view for this issue. There are a few still to be
done but we should be up to date again by the
next issue. If your CD has bben sent for review
please remind us and if not send it.

NewsReel

|.atest News from
around the region

Steve Henderson, who has moved back into the
area, is organising a series of concerts under the
banner Mr Kite. He aims to put on top quality
artistes, to provide a good night out and most im-
portant of all give all profits o charity. The first event
features Kate Rusby and will have happened by
the time you have read this (Sun 23rd November
at the Adelphi, Preston). For details of forthcoming
events call Steve on 01772 621411

Geoff Parry has released a third volume of his
songs on tape, Angels on The Wing. It contains a
total of 24 of Geoff’'s songs and features a host of
local artistes Quartz, Tall Stories, Derek Gifford,
Raphael Callaghan & Christine Purnelf and many
others. It is well worth a listen and is available from
Geoff Parry, 42, Warwick Street, Southport, PR8
5ES at a cost of £6 (cheque please). All profits from

the tape will go to Save The Children. Buy it in

time for Christmas, it's worth it

Zak Sikobe and Medicine Lights are appearing at
The Trades Club, Hebden Bridge on Saturday 13th
December. Zak has a guitar style reminiscent of
the 50’s Kenyan legendary Blues and Folk giant
George Mukabi. The band includes members of
Bob Geidorf’s backing band.(Details from 0181 940
7630).

The Houghton Weavers & Brighouse & Rastrick.

Band present a Folk & Brass Christmas Show on
Tuesday 23rd December at the Guild Hall, Preston
from 7.30pm (Tickets £8-£11, Box Office 01772
258858) ‘

Tony (Sully) Sullivan has released a new CD/Tape
& Book Traditional Mouth Organ Tutor (Tel No
01625 610849)

Landy Publishing has sent a review copy of “The
Really Lancashire Book” edited by Bob Dobson.it
is Lancashire wi nowt tekken out. Itis a fascinating
book with a mixture of poems, stories articles and
some excellent old photographs. A good Christ-
mas present for your Yorkshire friends and only £6
(Tel No 01253 895678)

On the Fylde Coast on Sunday 14th December the
Cartford Reunion will take place to raise money for
the Paut Hundson Memorial Appeal. Artistes (Alan
Bell Band, lan Gartside, Strawhead and Thistle),
friends and the public flock to the Cartford Hotsi

from 7.30pm to where the Fylde Folk Festival was -

first mooted.

N
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Sat 6 Dec

Fri 2 Jan
Fri 6 Feb
Fri 6 Mar
Sat 4 Apr

Fri 1 May
Fri 5 Jun
Fri 3 Jul

For details and advance tickets please contact
Angie & Ken Bladen, 36, The Oaks, Eaves Green, Chorley,
Lancs. PR7 3QU (SAE please)

FOUR FOOLS

proudly presents

MONTHLY CONCERTS

at Lowton Civic Hall, Hesketh Meadow Lane, Lowton,

Near Leigh, Lancs.

“CALENDAR TOUR”

(Keith Kendrick & Jo Freya) plus
JOHN O’'HAGAN & PAUL TEBBUTT.

COOPE, BOYES & SIMPSON plus

MAL WAITE

“FLOWERS OF MANCHESTER”

(Geoff & Lesley Higginbottom,

Alison Younger, and Chris Harvey)

ARTISAN plus ROBIN LAING

“BIG SING” (12 noon 12 midnight)
MRS ACKROYD BAND (Evening)

MAD PUDDING (from Canada)
TANGLEFOOT (from Canada)

MARTYN WYNDHAM-READ and

NO MAN’S BAND

Doors open at 8pm for 8.30pm start.

All tickets £5 each.

or xing 01257 263 678.
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Guests so far include
Vin Garbutt, Maxie & Mitch, Keith Hancocks Famous Last Words,
Fred Jordan, Marie Little, The Bill Elliott Band, Henwen, Eddie Walker,
~ Loobie, Phil & Barbara, Roy Bailey, Cobbler’s Monday,
Booker & Padget, Punch & Judy, Stanley Accrington, Jenny Shotliff, |
Julie Mathew & Cris While, Tom McConville & Pauline Cato,
The Wilsons, D.L.F.C. Athletic, The John Wright Band, Scowie,
The Alan Bell Band, Acme Bluegrass Band,
The Dunns, Steve Dawes & Helen Pitt

i

FESTIVAL WEEKEND TICKETS £22 - after July 1st£26
SATURDAY TICKETS £15 - SUNDAY TICKETS £12
ALL CHEQUES TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO: SALTBURN FOLK FESTIVAL please!
Special Family Rates, Children aged 10 -16 half price, Children under 10 FREE
Souvenir Festival Magazine & Programme of Events - £1.50.
Camping Tickets can only be purchased at the Camp Site on the Festival Weekend.
Piease do not send Camping Money when applying for Festival Tickets.




