YLLINS (vHl




Vol.4,Nod4 ,DEC’'SI~UAN'SS

EDITORIAL

Welcome to a bumper 24-pag: .ewsletter ! Despite the general recession,there seem
to be new clubs opening all the time,although I gather there are many clubs
strugeling.I ought to perhaps take this opportunity to encourage you to support
your local folk club - don't just go along to the big names,but give the local
artists and the singers' nights a chance as well.lihy not try and encourage your
friends to go along as well — they might well enjoy it !

Anyway onto the contents of this FHewsletter: Joan Blackburn has written a follow
up to her earlier aericle on Performing Rights,explaining the latest situation in
this long-running saga.lan & Sue Wells review the Fylde Folk Festival,whilst
there are of course the usual record reviews and even a book review as well.

Ruth Byrne contributes an interesting article on the decline in Folk Music,

and some suggestions as to how that decline might be reversed; the article

can be found on pages 14 & 15.There's a new regular feature,CLUB WEWS,which will
feature details of new clubs and news from the clubs,leaving Out & About free to
concentrate on Federation,Perform and group news.ill our other regular features

will be found as usual inside : Song Exchange,Broadfolk,igenda,Song of the Month
and of course Club of Month.Two full months of club dates are again in their

new pogition of the centre spread (the list of clubs is on page 23).

The cover illustration is as usual by our regular artist,lan Sutton,who has
provided a seasonal,if rather gruesome picture.l must take this opportunity

to thank both our regular illustrators,Ian Sutton & Ron Baxter for all their
excellent work - long may it continue,Thanks also to my typists,Elaine Derbyshire
& Chris Roach and to all those who have contributed in any way to this issuse.

Closing Date for the next issue is JANUARY 3rd,and I must have all articles,
club dates & advertising by that date to qualify for inclusion(late gupply of
this information is largely why this issue is not as early as it should be).
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THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF
THC EDITOR OR OF THE
FEDERATION.

IHE NEW style Cut % \bout is how to be
only for I'ederation News,Perform and
news of groups and Festivals.Next
month it will be expanded to its
normal size,but there isn't much news
at presents

TIE NORTH=WEST EDERATION OF FOLK CLUBS
is to hold its next meeting at the
Travellers Regt in St. Helens on

. Tuesday 15th December at Spm.Among

the topicg Tor discussion will be

our relationship with PERFORM,latest
newve of tours,a propsal to hold a
Federation Ceilidh,a IFederation
Roadshow,as well as discussion on the
present deprezssed state of Folk c¢lub
audiences.lt is unfortunate that two
clubs run on the same night as the
meeting,but unfortunately this is true
of any night chsen for the meceting.
Make sure your club organiser intends
to attend this meeting (or perhaps
you'd like to offer your services %o
attend the meeting on his behalf?)

ARRANGEMENTS for next year's PERFORM
annual meeting in Manchester are now
well arfvanced.The meeting is to take
place on Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th
February at the Free Trade Hall on the
Saturday to be followed by a grand
concert in the evening.Stewards will
be required for both of these,and if
you can help,please contact Nigel
Firth on Wigan 215621.Accomodation
(in the form of beds or floor space)
will also be needed - if you can
help please contact Anne Morris on
061 931 82%4.If you can persuade
firms to sponsor part of the concert,
please contget Susie Stockton on

061 928 1936 - also &f you can help
with any ether aspect of the
conference.
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AMONG THE GUAGTS who may apnear at the
concert connected with the Perform
conference are 2 number of very big
names.None are at present confirmed,but
DE DANAAN,MADDY FRIOR BAND,SILLY WIZARD
and RALPH McTELL is rumoured to be a
posgsible line-up.If it is anything like
this,it should prove to be asuperb
concertyand well worth making a note to
keep the date free right now.

MY THANKS to the corressondents who send
ne coples of their own Magazines,among
which ares

SWAF NIWS from South Wales

SOUTHERN RAG from the South of Bngland

SANDY BELL'S BROADSHEET from Scotland

BIRMUDA FOLK CLUB HEWSLETTER

FOLK OH TAP from the south

KASEBOOK from the South-East
If you'd like to subscribe to any of
these magazines you can write te me &
I'1ll send you details.

I GATHER that Keith Roberts,who you may
remember used to live in Wigan & write
songs about the area,is about to go

into print asain.In spring Hodder &
Stoushton are to publish a childrens'
book in the Knight Books' series written
by Keith & entitled "Bingo Bones & the
Boggart" which is a children's ghost

story set in the North-West.

ON THE 2Znd-5th December at Bispham Tech.,
Arhfibeld Rd.,Bispham a Folk Musical
entitled "See their Sabres Shine" is

to be presented.lritten by Hon Baxter
it is all about the Peterloo Massacre,
tickets are T5p,and there are a number
of local folk singers included in the
cast of the musical.

Ol SATURDAY December 19th,a mudic club for
young people starts at the Young Peodle's
centre in Ormakirk(known as Trogsy).It
runs from 10am to lpm,and if you can help
provide Folk Music for this,please

contact IAN McARDLE on ormskirk 77611




WELCOME TO OUR brand-new feature of Club News ,in which
we shall be able to glve you much more details of
new olubs,ochanges of venues and forthcoming attractions.

FIRST OF ALL,here is news of several new clubs joining
the 'Federation:

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY Folk Club meets on Wednesdays at
8pm at the Trades Hall,Fenton Street,Lancaster.(This
is in the City Centre,near Castle Station).The club is
run by Barry Dalton & Malcolm Wilkin,and meete usually
only during the University term.

NEWCASTLE Folk Club (under Lyne,nr. Stoke,not upon Tyne)
meet on Fridays at 8pm; until December 18th they meet
at the Red Lion Inn,Stoke 0ld Road,Hartshill,Newcastle;
after that date it will be meeting at the Pack Horse,
Station Street,Longport,Stoke-on-Trent.I'm not sure who
thelr residents are,but Jason Hill is the organiser,and
for further details you should ving him on
Stoke-on-Trent 813401 (STD code 0782).

ANOTHER NEW olub,but whose details arrived too late for
inolusion in the diary dates is the KEITHLEY GREEN

Folk Club which meets in Massey Street,Burnley,usually
on Tuesdays,but they do run on other evenings.The
resldents are Dave & Keith,while the organiser is

Keith Goodwin who can be contacted on Burnley 54086.
Dates for the club will be found at the end of this
golumne

RAINFORD FOLK CLUB is not a new olub,but after some
monthe of absence are about to reopen on Sundaye

at their old venue the Golden Lion in Rainford.

They'll be starting at 8.15pm with their résidents,

Derek & Di Bock,and the first date that concerns us

is Deoember 6th,when Gentleman Soldier are their guests.
The organiser,as ever,ls Bob Leeming who can be contacted
on Rainford(STDs 0744 88) 3424.
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ON THE MOVE aa well is the TUDOR FOLK CLUB in Wiga
are on the point of making an enforced change to & ne
venue.Unfortunately,a new venue has not yet been selected
so if travelling to the club after December 21st,please
‘phone the organiser,Nigel Firth,for details of the new
venue.5till with the Tudor Folk Club,Steve Higgins has
now replaced Tony Hewitt as one of the residents; Heritage
continue to be other residents,although their name is

now Lancashire Heritage.

APPEARING AT several of the clubs around Christmas ‘time
is something called "The Christmas Show".This consists
of the combined talents of Pete Castle,Jez Lowe and
Dick & Sue Miles who perform an hour show.It starts
and finishes with songs and ocarols while the oentre-
piece is a genuine Victorian p&ntomime/monologue which
includes songs,tunes,acting and Shadow puppets.Sounds
like being well worth a visit,and you can catoh 1t at:z
POYNTON,Sunday 2o0th December

TUDOR, Wi gan,Monday 21st December

BLACKPOOL, Tuesday 22nd December

SOMETHING OF A SCOOFP for Liverpool Traditional club is
the appearance of JOE & ANTOINETTE McKENNA,who are well
known around the Irish clubs,Their only appearance in
this area,apart from this ig Wythenshaw Forum , So if
you want to see them in a folk olub setting,go along to
the club on December 3rd.

ADVANCE NOTICE that the Seymour Folk Club,Chorlton-cum-Hardy
haveDave Swarbrick & Simon Nicol as their guests on
Februrary 19th.Tickets are £2 in advance (£2.50 on the
door),s0 to be sure of a ticket and to save yourself

50p into the bargain,please contact Mike Billington on

061 881 8729.

THE ROEBUCK in Leyland are continuing their irrey ular
geries of Sunday night concerts with DICK GAUGHAN on
December 6th,and Peter Bellamy on February 7Tth.The
organiser,Ron Strickland,tells me they are proving very
popular,despite high prices due to the small sze of the
room.He would also like me to thank Jack & Pat,the landlord
and his wife,for thelr help & cooperation in this venture.

ANOTHER CLUB with something to ocelebrate is the"Folk at
the Malt" in Altrinocham who have received a gift of
money to help them out from the Brewery (Sam Smiths).
This is a generous & far-sighted move by & small brewery-
other clubs take note,and hope that other brewers will
follow sult to help all of us through a diffiocult period.

THE NEW SECRETARY of Leyland Morris,Pete Ansbro,tells me
they always welcome new members,and are prepared to take
boya from the age of ten upwards.No previous experience
is necessary, just turn up on a practice night.If you

are a musiciangyou would be particularily welcome,as at
presdnt they only have two regular musicians,leaving
them stuck in the event of illness or previous comitment.
Turn up,or contact Pete Ansbro on Preston 614004 if you
are interes#ted.

POYNTON FOLK CLUB is rather more than a folk club,with
events on most nights of the week as followss:
MONDAYS is Singers' Night
TUESDAYS is Tarantula Poetry Group & Adlington Morris
WEDNESDAYS 1is Poynton Jemmers
THURSDAYS is Cellidh & Singaround
Rooms are also available most evenings for groups who
wigh to practice.For more Getails contact Eric Brock on

0625 875555 or 0625 B72626.

DATES FOR Keithley Greey Folk Club:
Deverabei -

Wednesday 2nd Alan Taylor & Tal#sman

Sunday 6th Barbara & Kevin Young

Tuedday B8th Talésman & Hamish Imlach

Sunday  13th Lancashire Millastone Grit

Sunday  20th Pete Thomson & Alan Bell

Sunday 27th Xmas Show with Wassailers,Bram Taylor eto

Januarys (all Sundays)
Jrd Ushers Well

10th Auld Triangle
17th Gentleman Soldier

24th Soold's Bridle
31lst Bernard Wrigley

THE SPINNERS Folk Club had been running
in Liverpool for over 20 years when the
Spinners announced that the club would
henceforth only meet once a month.The
club members wanted to continue meeting
every weck,s0 it was decided that a
committee would be elected to keep the
club going weekly,with the Spinners
running the night on the first Monday
of the month.Many peovle thought the new
format would fail and that the elub
would collapse after a few weeks - s0O
far we have proved them wrong and we
have now entered our third year and are
doing as well as most clubs and better
than some.

WE BAVE had our problems - first of all
we needed to find new residents and were
fortunate to recruit g local group
called Black Dog,who left after 16
months to set up a c¢lub of their own.We
had a week or two of uncertainty,but the
Spimners rallied round to help us,taking
turns to come down and run the night.On
this second occasion we were saved by
Pete ('In my Liverpool home') McGovern
and Jenny Wright who stepped into the
breach.They have since been joined by
Brenda Larkin and more recently by Boh
Ballard,This month the 'group'(who play
together or in any combination with a
growing range of instruments.) has
further grown to include Tim Kendall &
they have decided to call themselves
TRITON FOILK.We have also had to contend
with strikes - of buses and even worse
of the Brewery - and also with rumours
- thankfully untrue - that our 'Home'’
might be changing from Pub to Club.

Our audiences vary very much from week
to week and its a pity that more of those
who come to Spinners nights don't also
come on the other three nights of the
month.We try to embrace all kinds of
Folk Activity - we have had visits from
Morris teams,the Bebington Folk Dance
Group and some members of the local
Swedish Church who presented for us the
34, Lucia ceremony &t our Christmas
Party.We have enjoyed such varied guests
as Dick Gaughen,Dr. Sunshine's Pavement
Show ,Sean Cannon,Cosmotheka,Johnny
Collins and Roaring Jelly ! Ar Log and
Martin Wyndham-Read have visited us
twice;We have invited nationally-known

o~
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artists such &,
as Alex Campbell,
Cilla & Artie,
and Roy Harris;
International
visitors like Joe
Locker and Jean
Ritchiejand local
nerformers such as
Brian Jacgues and
Srigantine,FPat Ryan,
Brillig,Tan Woods
end White Hart.We
have also tried Club Swaps,and groups
have enjoyed themselves at various
Festivals and outings.Our next guests
(on December 14th) are Strawhead while
the following weck we have our vhristmas
Farty with the Spinners - including a
Jeilidh and a supper of Hot Pot and
Apple Pie ; this takes place at Kingston
House,James Street.

WE HAVE recently survived a change of
Mlanager and look forward to a long
association with our new hosts,Trevor %
Sylvia.Conditions in our smaller room
have already improved -~ it is no longer
necessary to wear an extra layer of
clothing or sit in your coat all evening,
and the room has also been redecorated.

JANUARY sees us opening up with San
Stephens & Anne Lennox-Martin,followed
by local singer Derek Gifford,while
future guests include Peter Bond,Dave
Walters,Welsh duo Calennig as well as
return visits from Tony Rose and Isobel
Sutherland. These will be interspersed
with the Spinners on the first Monday

of the month,and several singers' nights
and informal singarounds when all are
welcome.Come along and show us what you
can do with voice or instrument (or both)
- any Monday starting at 8.15 - we are
very friendly and love to join in with
choruses ,etcd

Doreen Rickart




AGENDA by the Chairman

During Folk's popular era between the

nineteen sixtys and seventies the scene

was enjoyable and welcoming — a fine
sceial situation to be a part of.

No lesa than you'd expect from a trad-
ition the wvery fabric of which is
woven round people. Evidently the
elements that made this sucuessful
formula have been forgotten, it dwind-
ling enthusiasm is a measure of
success.

It seems to me that we are neither
sticking together or even getting to-
gether, there are too many factions.
There is something about folkE or the
people who get involved that leads to
little specialist groups within what
is a pretty narrow circle anyway.

Having said that we all knock each
other down trying to be first to the
mike if a BBC radio van appears. Now
the country music scene, if banal, is
at least honest and all that promoting
has given it a major influence.

What a shame that those areas that
have several morris teams, country
dance teams, a sword dance team,

Caledonian Society, Irist Traditional
music group, various singers and
musicians and interested bystanders
and "ne'er the twain shall meet".
Just think how great it would be if
all got together under one big Folk
umbrella. Its hardly like asking

to swap all your average white band
LPs for Gilbert and Sullivan - just
to have The Watersons and The Spinners
under the same rToof,.

One thing is certain things would be a
deal better if the media were involved.
You can all do something about this by
bombarding your local stations, alsoc
BBC radio and TV with suggestions and
criticism. They already know they

have a duty to cover minority interests
and subcultures,

A good start could be with the BBC.2.
programme that will have gone out on
Oct. 25th. Philip Donellan's film on
the Folk Revival -

THE OTHER MUSIC
Ian Wells tells me if there is a good
response there could be a regular TV
folk series.
Start throwing things folks.

Derek Harrison. CHAIRMAN,

fO

LOOK AT THESE NEW LINES
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THE NEW GREMLIN CONCERTINA
JUBT OUT - a superb low cost, high quality range of
concertinas, developed by our own craftsmen. Currently
in two models - the 30 button anglo in ¢ /g or d/g - £195,
and the 40 button english £225. Both models have metal
buttons, fretted nickel end plates. 8 fold leather bellows,
Bteel reeds in screwed on aluminium frames, are tuned
to concert pitch and come with a fibre glass plush lined
case, Range soon to be extended.

THE "FLATIRON"
mandola. Just in from America -they may 1

mandolins available at the price.

Natural finish maple /sycamore £140
Sunburst maple/sycamore £150
Eoa Wood £170
Tenor Mandola - sunburst maple /sycamore

GREMLIN CASES

Qur
plusfi-lined, lockable, fibre
pricea - look! =-- Melodeon £19

MANDOL INS & MANDOLA
A range of 3 magnificent handmade mandolins plus 1 tenor

pan but they sound like a Gibson FS5 at 1/10th the price!! All
with semi -hard fitted cases. Definitely the best playing

new range of strong, durable, attractive handbailt,
lass cases. All at unbeatable
Concertina £16, Bouzouki £58,
Octave Mandola £54, Bodhran £33, Plus many more - S0 you
need a case for your Bwiss Alpine Mouniain horn? -we can make it.

..... THE BLACK ERICA

E:ihmxélli%elqgton iin dég =special introductory offer - normal
price 1 get a free record of choice from stock
end of Angust - with every pu:chue.yw o g

HOBGOBLIN stock a huge range of new, used and hand made
instruments. Plus Records, S8pares, Books, Accessories etc,
all at discount prices. Mail order is our speciality, so send
BAF for our superb range of free catalogues to :

like a frying HOBGOBLIN MUSIC, PEPT. NwF,
17 THE PARADE,
NORTHGATE,

CRAWLEY, WEST SUSSEX RH10 2DT

£200
Tel. (0293)
515858

BROADFOLK o

August and September have been unusually gocd.
Itve had to take the pen out of the vitriol and

TBROADCA
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put it into sugar solution. First,

siderably improved over last year.

into five halfhour shows.

the Cambridge
Festival Coverage - cheerfully entitled "Folk" in
defiance of the trades description act - was con-
Don Sayer had
crammed what can only be called edited highlights
These were introduced -
with minimum waste of time - by Nick Barraclough.

The balance is always a matter of taste, and

Cambridge is too American for me to
start with, but of the acts shown I
haven't too many quibbles. John
Sebastian sec;ied the major error - on
that performance I wouldn't have
offered him a floor spot although the
audience loved him. Jake Thackeray
and Robin Dransfield got deservedly
long spots, but I'd have liked more of
McConville & Halpin (limited to one
song) and Derek Brimstone (a joke or a
song) . The unexpected pleasure was
The Rochest three girls from New
Jersey whose style is unclassifiable
but whose effect was terrific. Never
mind "The Oldest Swinger in Town", all
Fred Wedlock's parodies are funny -
my wife thinks he wrote the D.I.Y.
song about me!

Meanwhile, unheralded on BBC 1. and
late at night, the excellent BBC
Bristol Arts Unit did it again. They
produced a series under the genuine
title of "A Little Night Music" that
covered many neglected categories and
some unclassifiable music., I espec-
ially enjoyed three of the films:
'Nocturn' featured Richard and Linda
Thompson, with their own songs and a
support band driven along by John
Kirkpatrick's accordion, 'Journey to
the East?! featured Davey Graham on a
bewildering variety of instruments with
musiec from a variety of European and
Meditterranean countries. Instruments
included a Sarud and an Oudh and one
song was in 7/4 time.

'Doing the Inglish' was, inevitably,
The Home Service in action with songs
from John Tams and Bill Caddick plus
some instrumentals, They are the ris-
ing stars of electric folk with a nice
round brass sound - but if they use
mikes for melodeon and brass then why
use solid guitars?
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Good points on the series as a whole:
no announcements with song titles
given as subtitles which left a smooth
flow of music: good use of visual,
often in black & white with appropriate
or contrasting images. Bad points:
occasional over artiness in sets,
superimposed pattersn and the use of
incense: Pythonesque studio staging
detracted from Home Service's songs.

I've written my letters of apprec-
iation to the network controllers -
have you written yours?

Now for the buried folk: a Chieftains
record played by Terry Wogan on
Women's hour! Ralph McTell sang on and
about the Severn Valley Railway on

BBC 28 6.55 special. The quiz "Year
in Question" (R4) played a nice bit
from = and credited - Bwan MacColl'#
1Song of a Road'. Homeground (BBC oW
TV) used but didn't credit Jeremy
Taylor on Blackpool Illuminations.
Granada ran a programme at 1,30 in the
afternoon that was reputed to include
the Thompsons and Cosmotheka. An
everyday story of country folk actually
had some folk music in in. One of the
scriptwriters is now Roger Watson but
I'm sure the petition organised in
Southern Reg's area helped. Anyway,
how do you know the doors open until
you push it?

By the time you read this, Philip
Donellan's "The Other Music" should
have gone out = having had the date
changed at least twice. If you haven't
written to the Beeb yet - do it now.

Finally, did you know "Laredo" was a
hymntune? Songs of Praise from Belfaz
used it = banish all those carnal
associations from your mind at once.

“FoLkenr"
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write in to "Song Exchange", c¢/o Joan Blackburn, 4 Rosewocod ‘

Close, Abram, nr, Wigan, Lancs, WN2 5XT. Readers' replies
should be directed to the same address. Ro a ert a QPARIEE)@I;JNI;JQQNE;E%EE&
THANKS to Dave Hurst,who tells me that Mark Dowding's request for Keith Tel; 01 289 2167

Roberts! book "Black Peas & Chip Butties" cannet unfortunately be Pelex; 298930
fulfilled,The book was ready for going to the publishers when Keith moved

to Lowestoft,but regrettably several manuscripts were lost during the move,
and so it was never published.Sorry Mark! Details of a new book by Keith o e r”a'y
Roberts will be found in the Out & About feature.

REQUEST from Nigel Firth: Can anyone suggest a record on which the song,
usually known as the 'Farewell Shanty' can be found ?

THE COLOMAADE HOTSL is an elegant Georglan House oi'-ering high standards

———

at reazonable prices ; well-situated close (about a one minute walk)

skl S LEA00 Dug Ll Bl to Harwick avenue underground station,No.6 Bus to the west find.
dorde ; Meadis Lonall :
Tunes Wiltiam walton ALL ROCHMS beautifully Turnishac.This is not one of your run-of-the-mill
Pubtishornt  Exford Uhveraity Heess plastic coated placés. Every modern facility (all rooms have television,
1 A ) i - radio, telephone,hairdryer and trouser press j; most have private bath or
==L — rat il A == 3 v > 1 _
1—1 1 E_}I I I &3:&1‘ — shower).The Hotel is well situated for the Albert Hall.
. ! | —)
B R s
SPEC |AL P RlCES FOR THIS IMPORTANT DATE I THE 'FCLK YEAR!
. 1 . SINGLES including breakfast & VAT (without bathroom) £16,00
=1 ] ,qﬁt‘r,
1 +‘7Ffr =y 4“_\1 :‘l‘_ TWII-J’S/DOUBLES including breakfast & VAT (without bathroom) £24.00 (for 2)
s il T SINGLES ineluding breakfast and VAT (with bathroom) £20.00
DOUBLES/TWINS including breakfast and VAT (with bathroom) £28.00 (for 2)
There was a star in David's land, FOUR PCSTER SUITES £40.00

In David's land appeared,

And in King Herod's chamber ‘
S0 bright it did shine there,

50 bright it did shine there.

(A11 prices per nizht)

—® e

LONDON'S e
‘TRADE,EXHIBITIONAND Fosy P Should you require further

The wise men they soon snied it iCONFERENCECENTRES ALEXANDRA PALACE

And told the king a-nigh,

That a Prince's Babe was born that night

No klng shall eter destroy, - ’ WEMBLEY CONFERENCE CENTR. a‘t the a.ddress a'bove
f
|

details please contact us

‘Colonnade 5 miles"

No king shall e'er destroy.

If this be the truth, King Herod said,
That thou hast told to me,

The roasted cock that lies in the dish
Shall crow full senses three,

Shall crow full senses three.

BARBICAN ARTS &
CONFEREMCE CENTRE

T TR SR | e B

(00 ONNADL IK'FI.L!
9 P
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&
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Oh, the cock soon thrusten'd and feather'd well
By the works of God's own hand,

And he did crow full senses three

In the dish where he did stand,

St James's
Fark

T3

In the dish where he did stand,

COLONNADE HOTEL

2 WARRINGTON CRESCENT, LONDON W9 1ER




about the Fylde Folk Festival
- except J!! This year it went
Iuternational ("There's fowk fra!'
Yorkshire there" as the winning dialect
poet put it),acquired sponsorship from
Castle Kitchens and support from the
English Tourist Board.

Alan Bell and his committee had considered
going to a week long festival but wisely
kept it to a weekemd - but what a weekend.
At almost any point from Friday evening to
the final concert on Sunday night there
were several things to choose from. The
venues stretched well beyond the old
triangle of Marine Hall, lMount Hotel and
North Huston Hotel and since we are a
married couple not an Olympic review

team, this is but a sampling of the
delights that were available.

“\etﬁ

The first high spot was Ar Log: a
quartet of Welsh multi-instrumentalist-
singers plus ¥elsh clog! MNot so much a
high spot as a whole plateau was Peter
Bellamy's illustrated lecture recital

on Rudyard Kipling. This is superb and
is attractive to a far wider audience -
why not persuade your local arts centre,
historical or literary society to try it-
then book him at your club as well. HNext
Tundra, a stylish duo from Kent with a
good series of local (to them) songs.
Johnny Collons & Jim Mageean led a good
shanty session - and managed to sing a
ship away from the adjacent quay. The
big surprise to us was the sheer polish
of the reunited Johnny Silveo and Dave
Moses. Those of you who remember Country
Meets Folk will have heard them many
times = but the professionalism and
timing of their live act is terrific.

Other performers who must be mentioned
include the incomparable Roy Harris,
Paul Metsers, Graham and Eileen Pratt
and Peter Bellamy again, who all sang
several times extremely well.

REVIEW

sunday also saw both Alan Taylor and Therapy = |
vleases their respective fans. few to the

“prea were Snglish Country Blues Band: this
ccnsists of Magrie Holland, Ian A.

anderson, 04 Stradling and Sue Harris.

‘heir gutsy style contrasted sharply with

ihe ballroom in the Horth Huston Hotel.

s this really the same Ian A. Anderson

af Bouthern Rag who praises guiet rural
singing and complains about the noise

level of the Teeside Fettlers? Nagrie

has an excellent voice and it was an

exciting if some-what mid-Atlantic set.

#lan Bell's "Band in the Park'' “Suite ’
played to a hall full to overflowing.

There were problems - some performers
were very nearly in three places at once,
the Music Hall had so many headline names
that session and full ticket holders were
in potential conflict but the sun shone
and the dancing and singing went on and on.
It is a truism that the real festival
spirit is in the Singarounds and this
certainly applied here. The Viking Bar
seemed to hold a continuous session of
high guality: the right balance was
struck between local floor singers and
professional performers. This applied
both to the sessions led by booked
artists (Roy Harris, Paul Metsers, Peter
Bellamy, Collins/Mageean) and to those
by locals (Roebuck 35ingers, Derk Gifford,
Pete Rodger). This year there was even
a fringe session alongside the evening
concert, spontaneously organised by Dave
Walters.

Hext year will be special as the 10th
Fylde Folk Festival will be incorporated
into the Maritime ingland event and there
will be special emphasis on nautical
matters. Cne highlight of this will be

a musical presentation based on the 4
Fleetwood Fost-War Fishing Industry \
with the painfully accurate title "The

Final Trawl". Dor't miss it = we won'te. L

Tan & Sue Wellse
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PERFORMING RIGHTS —
The Saga continues..

fhwse of you whno read the hewsletter regularly may
remember an article of mine which was published in the
December 1980/January 1981 issue, concerning the unfairness
of the systew of royvalty distributions for nerformarnces in
small venues (i.e., those »naying less than £80 per year for
their licences). The sysfem currently administered by the
Performing Right Society disregards all programme returns
from these smaller venues, which in effect reduces the
income of all composers and publishers of works performed
in such nlaces, This includes not only a great many f{olk
cluhbs, but music clubs held in pub function rooms and
similar »nlaces, right across the board. The loss sustained
by the English [Folk Dance and Song Society, as publishers of
hundreds of traditional songs, is immense, and the voice of
iLesiie Hyner, the Society's National Secretary, has long
laboured the noint with the PRS.

In July of this year, Mr. Hyner asked me to write to
Richard Toeman, Chairman of the PR5 General Council, and this
I was only too hapny to do, along witih several others whom he
nad asked, nHutting my comments on the seening unfairmess of
the system, and putting forward several proposals which might
help to remedy the matter. Within a few days I received a
very fair telephone call from lr. Toeman, assuring me that
this was a »Hrohlem that the PRS genuinely did want to solve
as fTairly as »ossible, but, of course, it is a coumslicated
matter and will likely have to be looked at from many angles,

In September I received a letter from Mr., Toemnan, bringing
me up to date on the matter, and I should like to nass on the
information to you by quoting frow his letter:

T aw Jjust writing to let you know that at last
weel's meeting of the General Council it was decided
to set up a complete survey of minority unsic

interests - and this includes folk music in particular -

and as soon as this has been comnleted the distribution
committee will tackle the question of how to give
anpropriate recognition to performances of these tynes
of misic.,.

Please be assured that we continue to regard
this whole subject as one needing immediate and
serious analysis and you have my aasurance that we
shall do everything possible to come up with an
answer that is equitable and workable in every resnpect,"

This may seem a lot of red tape, but at least the wheels
have been set in motiomng and although they inewitably turn
slowly, they do turn, and in response to pressure which resulted
partly from this Newsletter.

I have asked to be kent informed of any further develop=
mnents, and shall pass on any information received, Watch This
Snace!

Joan Blackburn.
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Club

Calendar

DATES IN JANUARY DAY & CLUB
DAY & CLUB RESIDENTS : DATES IN DECEMBER
28th 4th 11th 18th 25th MONDAY
MONDAY Tth 14ta 21st ¢
> Singaround Singaround $4 Poarske
Poynton Peter Hughes Singaround Singaround Singaround i Lo ) %: oun ingaround ynton
' 'Night 8i ra' Night ingera' Night Robin Dransfield 51 ! Night Pregton
Preston Kalied Band Singers* Night Martin Carthy Singers' Night Rl P s i E TEERREE: A8 N i HERZS, S4B =
c d Closad 5.8. % A.L.E. Res., & Singers Derek Gifford Triton
Triton Bren/Jen/Fete/Bob Res. & Singers Strawhead Xnmas Party (§) - o 5 NB’ i s ' Nigh i
Closed Cc1 d Guest TB ingers' Ni ingers ight udor
Tudor See (3) below Singers' Night Robin Dransfield Xmas Show (h) et aas es & g g g o
’ ) ) _ Closed Practice Night Practice Night Practice Night Practice Night Leyland Morris
Leyland Morris | Practice Wight Practice Night Practice Night
S e th th 12th 19th 26th TUESDAY
TUBSDAT 1st 8th 15%h 22nd bl . -
8i s' Night Blackpool
Blaolkpod] T Strawhead Singers' Night I1 Danach Xmas Shnwﬂﬂ e L A AL - Paul Mot :
b Singera' Night S, % ALY Singers' Night aul Metsers Buek i' th' Vi
Buck i'th'Vine |Spring Heel Jack | Chris & Joe While Singers! Night Robin Dransfield Xnas Party Bob Fox 8 igh (m) ng gl i inef
30th 6th 13th 20th 27tk WEDNESDAY
WEDNESDAY 2nd gth 16th 23rd
v No elub | b No Club Brewer
Brewery PRIDAY 4th Bert Jansoh¥ o olub Mountain Road Bb Tk B s o e ° Fllc : .
; Closed Sing-ra' Ni ! Higl 5 ' % G i olk at ‘the Malt
Folk at the Malt Peg Leg Perret Singers' Fight Tony Rose Xnas Night Ss ving'ra' Night Singest Hight Hingeza’ Weh lennlg L
B ) Closed Singers' Nisht 5 »a' Hight i ' t Singers' Night etrolpolitan
Metropolitan See {g,) velow Singers' Night Singers' Hight Singers' Night Fingeva® Naghv o ger igh Singers' Nigh Singers gNigh : co ffi: ) :gﬂ ) ) e
Cl d c s 5 ;¥ Night Guest TR ei n Harehousef Lancaster Univ,
Lancaster Uni. Singers' Night Xmas Party tHemed Closad tloge loa.d ingers gh ues
th 14th 21s% 28th THURSDAY
THURSDAY yrd 10th 17th 24t i 7 s
8 Hieck D J Lg Gerry Hallom Fleetwood
Fleetwood Scold's Bridle Singers' Night Tony Rose Watersons L Closed Ghaned -l N o S - 2 5
; - [ d 7] 81 rs' Night Singers' Night 1 Danach ooli ans
Hool igana Tintagel Singers' Night FRIDAY 11th- # Singers' Night Singers.Xmas Spec, Lode e ~1ge 5 b L) =
i Closed Welcome back social About Time Singera,Mus & Rtese | Paul Metsers Liverpool Trad.
L'pool Trad Various see (a) Joe & Antoinette HcKenna| Singers,Mus & Hes e Sam Sherry Ulosed D
Stri Thi 3 Piddlesti gq iddlesti C.Band (5 ] nce P t
Poynton Ram Jam Ceilidh Band |Fiddlesticks C. Band |Fiddlesticks C.Band |Closed SR M thone iGe | FRRESsic. (Tnail "  (uSSkasidales Uviung | Al S SRR,
d ! i ing ' Night 84 v Ni S5i ' Night Applet Thorn
Appleton Thorn |Thorn/Minor Birds | Singers' Night Singars' Night Singera! Night Clesed Ghiaas Bingssa! Highd fbagee! Nagp ey’ Highkt gere S48 BRes
; C d 51 ' N c 51 ' ONi Closed Wiggn
Wigan Tony Blasichiurn Closad Singers' Night Chomed sl lose ngers' Night losed Singers' Night osed gr
3 t 29th FRIDAY
FRIDAY &h 11th 18th 25th ok i 154 s ?
i sat Wi ingers! Ni EE ' Hight Singers' i B
Bee Various Singers' Night Singers' Night Singera' Night Cloaed ﬁ;:sed Fngee Nt?h; PRSI T anghrnl Mg dngexa g See
osaed GrahamiShelia Nelmes | S 5 our
Seymovz See (b) below BaoT Nolasca PablIENEE Kndas Xnas Special (k) Closed rahal Strawhead Jez Lowe Singera' Night eym
=l 7. Closed ' o4 - Corrie
foxzls See (4) Below Shris & Joe While Leonard/Squire (f)  |Kmas Party Closed . Slogess! Might Fogey isiﬂgel‘ﬂ ngft Tin Norfolk T
W, Singera' Night Singers' Nigh Sean Cannon cconson
Dicconson See (d) below Adams /Watson (g) Singers! Night Xmas Party Closed S ot TRERET SRS i =
1 Closed Wassailers Martin Simpson Singers' Night West. Paocket Kirkham
Kirkham Various Stoneground Band Steve Turner Howard Bond Cloged -
Clossd Opening Night Martin Carthy Singers' Night To be arranged Newoastle
‘ = o i ; ;
Neucafile gingeater Hughth Rebec Hartin Simpson Closed Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Roebuck
Roebuck Roebuck Singers Singers' Night Singers' MNight Singers'Night Cloged St. Philips
s E]
B\ Ealltye Hatoral Wall Closed Singers' Night Alan Taylor Singers' Night Singers' Night Wallasey
Wallasey Singera' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Closed
2nd 9th 16%h 23rd 30th SATURDAY
SATURDAY 5th 12th 19th 26th
AGM & Singaround Adams/Wadson (g) Prip to Derby TBA Wassailers Bury
Va 5 G. 3. K 3 OVH:
Bury arious & elmes John agan Xmas Party Cloaed Goiiidh Boynton
Poynton Ceilidh
3rd 10th 1Tth 25th 3ist SUNDAY
SUNDAY
s L3tk <8l 27N Closed Singera' Night Bracken/Bell (n) Singera' Night Singers' Night Kendal
Kendal West,Packet Singera' Night Singera' Night Brillig Closed Terry Walsh Preston/ Comay (5) John Howarth Viassailers Peter Bond Leigh
Leigh Turnpike Derek Brimstone. Tony Hose Gorton Tank Mini Geilidh Local Singera'Night|Teeside Fettlers Kitsyke Will Bernie Parry Jack Thackray Poynton
Poynton Therapy MecCalmans P,Castle & Friendgh) Magna Carta Singaround Spredthielk Singers! Night Singers' Night Chris Pearson Raven
Raven Volunteers G.& 8. Nelmes Singers' Night Xmas Party Singaround Singers' Night Singera' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singera' Night Thelwell
Thelwell Crisp 'en Brown Singers'! Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singera' Night Closed Fiddlestone Drops 0' Brandy special Gueat Stravhead Travellers
Travellers See (r) below Elec,Batt,.Band (1) Two Beggarmen Xnas Party/Cxisis Closed Closed TBA THA TBi . 'I'BA Rainford
Rainford Derek 7 Di Bock Gentleman Soldier Saraband Bernard Wrigley Roaring Jelly
KEY TO SYMBOLS ABOVE: {h; lsl:ick & Sue Miles,Pete Castle & Jez Lowe Xmas Show (See Out| &bAbout) B Singers, Mugi'clans £ Pegidenls
J) Splnners Curistmas Party at Kingaton House,James St. £ Tkt y
4  See Out & About {*hri i ton. Judith C ins. Gi1l B 1 Call Ek) with Two Beggarmen,Poynton Jemrers Dsmented’uaving Brothers 7 Galgas Il
: J > 8 Urmston,Ju Juminins , Gi impson, Frank McCa . i '
Ea; Residents include: Shay Black,Tony Gibbons »: ary Edwards, Tony Rosney,Barbara Uannion:Georf }ayﬁe,érian Owens,Cathy 0'Dea 1) Bleotropathic Battery Band
b} Besidents inolude: Rebeo,Demented Wiving Brothers,Steve & Lo Chilcott, Tony HLLL,Mike & Mageis BI1linston ’ (m) San Stephens ana Amne Lomnox-tartin
?og Residents are: Buokthorn,Bernie Blaney,Richard Tynan,Neville Grundy,Boi Bagidnn - (uigf ol Pi%klngton n) Sam Bracken and Norman Bell
d) Residents are: Martin Banks,Mark Dowding,Derek Gifford,Phil Hartley,Mike Hughes, John Meadows p) Brian Preston & Martin Comnway
(o) Residents: Lanoashire Heritage and Steve Higgins q) Residents: Graham Edwards,Bob Elliot & Bill Jones
{f) John Leonard & John Squire (r) Residents; Vince Brennan,Graham Dunne & Tobin's Resource

g) Susie Adams & Helen Watson
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FOLK MUSIC:

Can we reverse the decline?

JHAT HAS GCONe WRCHNG? I used to think
that some of the main reasons for the
decline in attendance at folk clubs might
be financial - the rising price of
admission and the rapidly-increasing
travel costs, combined with an
unwillingness to spend money on seeing

- 'unknown' groups and solo artists, who
were all.that a struggling folk club
could affordl

In the last eighteen months I have
discovered, .hrough bitter personal
experience, that these are not the only
reasons. Even when the music is FREHW
and within easy travelling distance,
people won't support it unless you
constantly advertise or phone round
each week to remind them! Perhaps by
setting down my experience others will
avold the same pitfalls and I might also
see where 1 went wrongeeseses

In January 1980 my husband and I,
torether with another couple, who lived
nearby at the time, started up a
'singaround' session in our local pub.
fhe 'packapge' seemed irresistable :-

a small, friendly "local in a quiet

back streetj plenty of free parking;

real ale; and enthusiastic landlord who
happily switched off the jukebox and
space invaders for two hours and actually
sat and joined in the choruses! The pub
is in Darwen only 12 miles from Preston,
10 miles from Bolton, 3 miles from
“lackburn - a 'catchment area' of over
1C04000 people. Our session was intended
toc appeal to three groups:- 1. the
experienced singers and misicians who
generally enjoy an informal session as a
change from club performances, 2. the
circle of local enthusiasts who travel
extensively just to listen to the music
and to join in the singingand 3. the
local members of the public who enjoy the
"atmosphere" of a live session and who,
in time, might become enthusiasts or
performers themselves.

We wanted to keep the session varied and
open to all standards of musicians and
singers so we appealed initially for
supporting singers and musicians mainly
by word of mouth to those people whom we
knew would not try to 'take over' the
session with an excess of, say, Irish, or
morris music, which has been the ruin of

vwas reasonably successful, but support
became very sporadic. Because of other
committments, my husband and I could not
travel around to other clubs to advertise
the session so we placed a notice in the
Jan/Feb 1981 issue of the N.W.Federation
magazine. Cnly ole person came (on one
occasion) through that notice! During the
last few months we have lost heart because
of the lack of supvort and have called it a
day. (%e may re-open nearer to Christmas
and we'll advertise in the Magazine if we
decide to try again). The reaction of the
'regulars' at the pub was interesting - if
we had a good night, with plenty of
atmosphere generated, they sat close by to
listen, but if it was a quiet night, they
seemed embarrassed and tactfully withdrew
to the bar!

50 WHERE DC Wi GO FROM HERE?

My experience of trying to organise a simple
folk=session has made me wonder how long
folk clubs and other sessions are likely to
survive if support is as poor in other areas.
What is the real cause of the decline? Is
there a great untapned nool of ordinary
people in this country who, with a little
stimulation and encouragement, will turn to
folk music, as we have done, and find

immense pleasure and satisfaction from doing
sc? The success of one or two folk records
in the 'charts'in recent years, and the
interested crowds that always gather to
watch traditional dancing displays etc. leads
me to think that there may well be potential
there. How do we set about educating these
people into the delights of traditional
music, song and dance? Greater 'exposure'

on T.V. and radio is one obvious solution

to stimulate the initial interest, but how
do we then get them to leave their firesides
and come to a live concert, session or club?
As the media fails dismally to publicise
folk music, then we are left to start from
scratch. People in the 15 to 25 age-group
are particularly hard te reach, as they have
grown up in the'telly-age', spoon fed with
packaged glossy entertainment and are

unused to live performances, or participation.

50e.o should we perhaps spend less time
bemoaning what has gone wrong (and I include
myself in this gently reprimand!) and spend
more time trying to actively encourage the
general public to take an interest? 1 have
one sugpgestion of a practical nature which

many good singarounds. The first year1 1 readers might like to considereess

FOLK MUSIC (Contd)

What about contacting local grouns such /q ;
as Parent/Teacher 4issociations, Youth }, page fZJOO
Clubs, Community Centres or even large 3 page £4.00
factory, or office managers, and = Page £8.00
offering to perform free of charze 1 page £16.00
(concerts, dancing disvlays, mumming
plays etc. ) and using the opportunity
to advertise local folk clubs and
sessions and dance teams? 1f the
mountain won't come to Mohammad then l

DISPLAY ADS.

ARY AVATLABLE AT THE FOLLOWING RATES:
own artwork our ariwork

Discounts are available “or adverts
booked for a number of issues.
Discounts also for Member Clubs.
Send copy (pre-pzid) to Editorial Add.

£2.00
£5.00
£10.00
£20.00

Mohammed had better get off his
backside and go teo the wountain, to
seek converts! VWhat do other reader:
think? Have you any other practical
ideas? 1I'd beinterested to hear .rom
anyone with supgesiions, and I'd be
happy to comvile these into another
article for a later issue so that
everyone in the Federation's area
can make use of the suggestionse.

i oo |

Ruth Byrne, Tel: 0254 772833,
Evenings and “Weekends.

Clogmaker

13 Lonsdale Close Leyland
Leyland 24926

Jane Mickelborough

Dancing & Morris clogs a speciality

Wigan Folk Club presents a

at gpm

with
Witches' Cauldron Band
Tickets F1-SO available from

CEILIDH

on FRivAY 2% Janvary 1982

at Platt Bridge community centre,
Pakt E}l‘_\'&gg , heac Wi e, tancs.

JOAN BLACKBURN
4 ROSEWOOD CLOSE
ABRAM, Nr WIGAN
LANCS WN2 5XT
Tel: Wigan 863389
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Letters to The

YOU MAY remémber in the last issue there

was a letter from Shay Black,complainin:

, of 2 cartoon that appezred in the
previous issue.Since that letter's
appearance I have received a vetition
satporting that view with a covering
letter expressing the same sentiments.
There have been no other letters agree-
ing with Shay Black's standpoint.

I HAVE also received a number of letters
supporting the eartoon vhich I do not
intend to publisi i Full  here,but
with your permission I shall fquote from
one or two of them.

RON BAXTER (the artist) has written at
some length,and makes the salient point:
"The words of the cartoon are those
commonly sung by YMorris sides and I have
yet to hear of any ladies who heard them
taking them seriously" He goes on to say
"English Tolk Song is full of songs
about rape,murder and inoest etc.,does
Yr. Black believe that the singer is
favour of these crimes, or by singing
about them encourages the audience to
partake in them?"

JOAN FLETCHER of Fleetwood writes on
behalf of herself and also of" the other
womenfolk who attend our clubs and we
can only state that we find his cartoons
(indeed his humaur) sincere,harmless,
inoffensive and funny as 1ndeed it is so

obviocusly portrayed."
MIS5 JANICE BAMFORD of Blackvool says

in her letter:
" I sympathise with Mr. Black's very

strong views about rape and criminal acts

against women,but to read this into the
cartoon in guestion secmed,to me,rather
ridiculous." She contlnues-

" I personally found the cartoon
inoffensive and saw nothing in it but
what,I am sure was intended,an amusing
look at the differences in opinion that
do exist between male & female morris
teams"

Editor...

She makes the final point directly to
me ag bditor when she says "there was
rather a lack of diplomacy in your
reply.You conpletely 'turned your back '
(on) a stalwart of the Folk Scence.."

I HAVE received other letters expressing
similar sentiments 4o these three,but
Tor lack of space I haven't publluhed
any extracts from these.Thanics to all
those who have bothered to write in
about this topic,and I'm sorry it hasn't
been possible to publish in full all ef
the letters here.

IT IS NOT my intention to comment further
on this matter,and I leave you to make
un your own minds.I should however

like to reply to the ons point raised
above that is directed to me,namely the
final one made by JARICE BAMMORD of
Blackpool who questions the tone of my
reply.I1t was nsver my intention to

"turn my back' on Ron Baxter and in fact
you'll find I have deliberately said that
the cartoon was to continue. I published
the cartoon helieving it to be
inoffengive. If someone then writes to

me and says that they found it offensive,
then surely I must express the
Newsletter's regret that they have found
it so.

IF YOU have any observations to add to
any of the above discussion,or any
topic relevant to the folk scene,then
write to me,Nigel Firth,at the address
belows

HeWoF.FoCo Newsletter,

3,Cromford Drive,

Pemberton,

Wigan,

W5 8JU
ALL LETTERS of this nature will be
answered only in the pages of the
Newgletter,and telephone calls are not
acceptable in lieu of writing to ne.
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WALLASEY
FOLK CLUB

CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHT

SATURDAY DECEMBER 12th at 8.30 pm

H 5 1 W I X0 0 I 0 3 K 0 06 O I K K X I

SPECIAL GUEST:

“Richard
“Digance

Plus SURPRISES
Leasowe Castle Pub, Borough Road
(Nr. Ferry) (1,2,3,4,5,14,16,16a buses

Tel
051-639 7928

Advance g, s
Tickets

 SEsSes

NEWTON L€ Wil OWS
21317474

el SR EJW?@N mmm,mﬂ@

Bl mcordcwa‘s cards, posters
W T iy 18 PENKFORD LANE
——

GUITARIST/ VIOLINIST

REJUIRES VOCALIST ALND INSTRUMENTALIST
TO FORM FOLK GROUP, PERFORMING
TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FOLK
S0HGS AND IFSTRUMENTALS

PHONE: RAYMOND LOWE

ON BLACKBURN 56401 (daytime)

Saturday Evening
at the

The DUCK & TRUMPET

Duck and Trumpet

Oswaldtwistle
| sH:uated in Bunmn St.

Oswaldtwistle. Well known for an exellent pint
of Lollards Best Bitter it has featured in the
Church, Oswaldtwistle and Knuzden Good Beer
Guide since 1906,

Every Saturday evening a literary evening is
held in the tap room, which has remained untouch-

-ed 1n character and ‘characters’ since the turn
of the century. Alan & Les. Bond tell monologues

and introduce poetls &‘
storytellers of Ossie
Why not join us?
'Our Lollards Best
Bitter is reputed to
be the finest beer
in Lancashire.

Q
M/S,\oucn &« s
¢If

TRUMPET

~_ _THIKERE 57T
‘:a_(cguma_A_J
AG7q =
L

I Hice

U

v
RG77

TOoWAN HALL

_____ BLACKAVRN
A679 =
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“Possibly the best publication ever, including the
Bible and Shakespeare!” Richard Thompson

England’s leading folk magazine has
64 or more pages every quarter of
interviews, articles, news, a compre-
hensive and respected folk album
review coverage, letters, adverts and
the legendary Borfolk. Now supported
by the Arts Council of Great Britain.

Sample copy 40p inc. p&p from
2 Eastdale, East St., Farnham, Surrey.




SONG OF THE MONTH
Sty colebrook Dale .cocve meex o
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So give me Your hand deavest fe-llow ard Comew-ﬂ;- me. now to the dale—
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g === : _——u — a e e

— Where Hhe nlahf'qnd the day ave both € qual a mixtoreol beaolyand Hell

CHORUS: $So give me your hand dearest fellow

And come with me now to the dale
Where the nigsht& the day are both equal:

A mixture of beauty and Hell.

1. In the dale there are furnaces many
And fires burn bright all around.
There's dust and there's smoke in the valley
And coals burn in heaps on the ground.

2. There are foundries and forges a plenty,
And iron smells strong in the air,
And fire engines breathing so heavy
Labour on and the devil may care.

3« So awesome a sicht you'll not witness
If ever you travel the landj
There's a crashing and roaring and burning
As if Hell did rise up from the ground.

This month's author is GRAEME Mi K from Luton (formerly half of the duo MIDAS) ,who

says the song i& set in Shropshire durlng the early part of the Industrial Revolution.

Next month we shall chocse SEig OF PER YhaR.

W\

I and sole representatives for
EDINBURGH FOLK FESTIVAL ;s soci: s jock ik
uropean and U.K. Tour, March-June,
26 March to 4 -ﬁpu 7982 (Ric THOMPSON and

SUSIE ROTHFIELD
U.IC Tour. March-April 1982

The programme for the FOURTH EDINBURGH
FOLK FESTIVAL will be published during late
]anuary/early February 1982 To obtain your
own "hot-from-the-press” free copy of the full
programme which will contain all the informa-
tion about this flower of Follk Festivals, write

enclosing a second class postage stamp or an lF. %ImBhlgESel;l FOLK FESTIVAL
international reply coupon. Do not send an E dinbugrgh Scotian dEHI 1QS

envelope.
EDINBURGH FOLK FESTIVAL AGENCY Tel. (031) 226 3645
Any Club, Concert or Festival

(Licence No. SC410)
organisers wishing to discuss

SOLE AGENTS FOR b Rty ]
. : ooking artistes that the Festiva
HOM BRU — shetland music and song represents can call (reversing

DICK GAUGHAN — Britain's premiere charges if required 1-Gpm
weeldays)at the above

STEWARTS OF BLAIR - Scottish Traditional number.

mUSIC CLUbS, FESTIVALS & CONCERLS - HUW 1O ORGANLSIS Tk,

hy Phyl Dutton, Published by Gresham Books, Panerback, £5.50

My first impression on seeing the book was, "What =a
small book for the nrice!" But on further investigation, it
nroved to be packed full of helpful hints, guidelines and
information,

Although written by the organiser of a "serious" music
club, its information is designed to be anpnlied generally to
any type of music club, and indeed, while such information
as piano hiring may be regarded as snecialist most of its
guidelines can be easily applied to the running of follk clubs,
The gentle art of Public Relations may be common sense, but
much of it is not actually thought of when put into practice,
and the book helpfully sets out everything from the setting
up of the Committee through fund raising, arranging
sponsorship, budgeting, nublicitw, etc. There is even a
section on ”Rururrnorin- a husic Club", wite ther dead or
dying, and tie information here could be helpful to many a
desnairing organiser. Bven the organisers of the more
successfully run clubs would vrobably find ideas from the
nook to ehable them to run their clubs even more successfully,

Definitely a book to be kent as a handy reference.

Joan Blackburn.,

@% @@ | %

%
%
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RECORD REVIEWS

THE HEMLOCK COCK & BULL BAND -
"ALL BUTTONED UP"

Side 1: DONKEY RIDING/BUFFALO GIRLS/

PORTABELLO:BRIGGHAM/BERGER,BERGERE:BOURREE
.BERRICHONNE/TIT FOR TAT: PRINCESS AMELIA'S
BIRTHDAY/MON REVE: WILLIAM IRWIN'S QUICKSTEP

Side 2: ' THE COCKADE: CORN RIGGS:THE TWIN
SISTERS/LATRIGG SIDE:THE DORSETSHIRE HORNPIPE/
NEEDLE-CASES/A TRIP T0O SHORTS: LEWIS CASTLE/HUSSA: COCK & BULL.

The opening sound on this record will
come as a shock to curry eaters of the

world as it resembles the after effects

incredibly well! (Now you'll have to
buy it to find out what I mean!)

What follows that rather rude sound
(made by the pipes) is far more orig-
inal entertaining and professional and
certainly not a load of Cock and Bull
(sorry ed.-couldn't resist the pun!)
The Hemlock Cock and Bull Band, to
give them their full title, are Paul
Martin, John Maxwell, Dave Whetstoue
and Jean-Pierre (I don't think he's
English but he might be traditional)
Rasle.

Their instruments include not only the
'usual' meodians, guitars, bass, etc.
but also bagpipes (French and North-
umbrian) Crumhorn and Rauschpfeife
(which literally translated means
'drunken pipe'!)

The influence (look out for the puns
folks!) of Jean-Pierre does not stop
at ‘instrumentation either and is evi-
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dent in 'Bergere, Bergere', a song
learned from his grandmother (for the
ignorant peasants who never paid atien-—
tion ia their French lessons its about
a shepherd and shepherdess, but well--
ingtons are definitely not mentioned!)
followed by a Bourree and a delightful
Schottische called Mon Reve,

The most impressive thing about this
record, apart from the superd tunes and
overall 'sound' of the band, is the ‘sheer
exhuberance that the band displays through
their music. Another bonus iz a very use-
ful card insert, tastefully decorated with
woodcuts, which not only contains infor-
mation about the tunes and the two songs
but also details of dances that can be
performed to them. These are supplied by
their regular caller Eddie Upton.

A sleeve note says 'Dance to it or not,
this record should be played LOUD'.,...
I agree entirely - but make sure the

neighbours are out first! Its a belter!

D.Ga

THE ARIYZONA SMOKE REVUE -
New single release Rola Records ROLO

DON'T LOOK BACK / FURTHER ALONG

The Arizona Smoke Revue consist of
Bill Zorn,Paul Downes,Phil Beer & Pete

Zorn.A pretty multi-talented line-up you
would think wouldn't you? Unfortunately

this record reflects none of their
combined talents either vocally or
musically,and I'm afraid I can find

nothing good to say about it.

I'm not even sure why the record is

being reviewed here,as by no streich of
the imagination could it be termed 'folk's
its a 'pop' record and a poor ‘pop'
record at that.I gather that the band are
playing to packed houses - if this is
typical,they'll play to packed houses all
right,but once only !

I' ve only one last thing to say — what
an inoredible waste of talent !

Ne Fe

=20

Record Reviews (contd)

PACKTIE BYRNE & BONNIE SHALJEAN:
ROUND TOWER: DINGLES DIN 311.

SIDE 1: AN CULIN/TH: BANTRY GIRLS
LAMENT/THE BLOCMING MEADOW & PADDY
7HZ DANDY/BILLY REILLY/FATHER
MURPHY 'S TOPCOAT & DROPS OF BRANDY/
RAMBLING IRISHMAN.

3IDE 2: RCSIES BRAHAM & THE FERNDEN POLKA/
DONAL OG/MADAME BONAPARTE & KING CF THE
FATRIES/POCR DOG TRAY/JOHNNY LEARY'S POLKA
& THE £42 CHEQUE/SHENANDOAH.

The cover picture is of an Irish round
tower rising calm and serene into the

blue sky: the music is like that. The
excellent sound balance allows you to
appreciate the whistle and the.harp and
Bonnies lovely voice. This is the

softer side of Irish traditional music,
with haunting songs and pleasant tunes.
Bonnie's own song, Billy Reilly, is truly in
the tradition and not simply pastiche.

The West Indian Version of Shenandoah will
be a novelty to most people. I've
transferred my copy to tape and played it
three times in the car already!

Ian Wells
THE CELEBRATED RATLIFIPE STOUT BAND:

"VANLAG" Plant Life PLRO30
Side 1: GREENWOOD TREE/ALL IN THE GARDEN

GREEN, WOLSEY'S WILDE,GODDESSES/MORRIS ROOMN/

OLD SPIES NEVER DIE

Side 2: VANLAG/DUG DEVEAM'S DREAM
(Westwood Bound)/THE BRIGHT LIT PIER

The last L.P. from the Celebrated Ratliffe
Stout Band ? - it hardly seems credible
that even as I write the 'Rats' are no

longer in existence.ilas it is all too frue,
and the folk scene will be poorer for their

loss,one of the most individual and
innovative groups in the business.

MCP Morris

Anyway ,enough of
this,what about the
L.P, itself ? If you've

never heard the 'Rats' before,here is an
ideal sampler-type record for you to
judge their wide repertoire.Inevitably,
it is a rather nostalgic record,but it-
dezs include material very recently
penned and is probably their best L.P.

3ide 1 starts off with the well-known
"areenwood Tree" with its sixties

" flower power'" feel.This is followed by
a set of Traditional tunes arranged
superbly in the Rats inimitable style.
"Morris Room" is one of Bob Devereux's
nnusual recitations with the Rats
musical backing.

The title track,"Vanlag",which starts
side 2 is probably the weakest track on
the album,but the last track on this

side easily mskes up for this.'"The Bright
Lit Pier" is a superb series of inter-
linking poems and songs describing a day
out by the sea in the days when trains
were steam and piers weren't all Space
Invader machiaesd

If you're already & fan of the Rats,you
won't need any encouraging to buy this
L.P. 3 if you aren't,then I can only
encourage you buy this (always assuming
you can find a copy in your local
record shop,that is).

NeFs
HARVEY ANDREWS : "WRITER OF SONGS"
Beeswing Records, LBEE 002

Not strictly a review,as this was first
realeased in 1972,and it shows! A lot of
Harvey's best known songs,including

Hey Sandy,Soap Opera,Soldier,but all
heavily overproduced and with an army
of wery talented musicians.Il would
personally recomaend his LP "Brand New
Day",recorded live,for the real sound
of Harvey Andrews. Nel'e
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WIRRAL LE/ISURE SERVICES FAND WALLASEY FOLK CLUB PRESENT . .

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION

- S |
CFFICER NAME ADDKESS
Chairman Derek Harrison 11 Walnut Grove, Penworthen.Preston
Dave Baird 415 Eastwood, Windmill Hill, Runcorn. |

Tours Organiser

Treasurer Greg Lec 47, B1s x id., 5t, llelens

d Drive, Pemberton, Wigan.
WNS BJU

i

Newslotter Bditor Nigel Firth 3

Cromf

Minute Secretary

an sutton 18,Penklor] Lane, urtomvood, iz rrington

Membership oe Ludden 14 ,Irene Ave.,Haresfinoh,5t.Helens
Joint Activities Peter Thorp 5,Hawksclough,Birohgresn 2,5kelmersdale ——

Co=ordinator

Fuplicity Cffiocer Hiell Hurst 114 ,Colinton,Skelmerdale

Position Vacant E

Touth

b

PHE AIM OF THE FEDERATION Shall be the promotion of Folk Music in the North-West byi-

1. The 'block booking' of artists for tours,

2. Joint Publicity of the Hember Clubs

3. The gereral support of the Member Clubs

4. The joint organisation of concarts and cellidhs within our area
5. The support of Festival Organisers within our area.

f. The organistaion of svents to attract under 18s to Folk Music

The Member Clubs

' ~ FOLK CLUB  [MIME OF ADDRESS
| o ew|
SUNDAY
Kandal 3, 30pm |Roebuck ¥endal
Leigh ,00pm |The Courts Hotel, Chureh St. Leigh
| Poynton 5.00pa |Po on Folk Centre, Park Lans, Poynton
| Rainford 8.15pm | Golden Lion Hotel, nford
| Haven B.30pm |Raven Hotel, Farndon, Nr. Chester
| Thelwall 8.30pm | Pickering Arms, Thelwall, Warrington
Travellers 8.30pm | Praveller's Rest Hotel, Crab St. St.Helens
| Keithley Green 8.15pm| Keithley Grazen Folk Club,Massey 5t., Durnley
| Toyiamdl Horris T+30pa | St. Anpnes Sokool, Slater lLane, Leyland.
Preaton B.15pm |lLamb Hotel, Church St. Preston
Tha Triton B.00pm |The Triton Hotel, Paradise St, Liverpool
Tudor 8.15pm | Tudor Housé Hotel,New ricet St.,Wigan
TUESDAY
|
‘ Blaclkpool 3 .00pm ) ,Talbot Rd.,Bls
| Buck 1'th'Vine 8.30pm |Buok i' th'Vine, Burscough St. Ormskirk
‘ Garateng
‘ WEDNESDAY _ |
‘ Lanoaster Univ. 8.00pm| Trades Hall,Fenton 5t.,Lancaster(nr. Castle Statlon) Haloo v |
i Brewery 3.30pm {Brewery Arts Centre, Highgate, Kendal |
. 3 | Metrogolitan B.00pm | Catholic Me politan Social Club,6la,Bold St. ,Liverpool Graham I
. I Folk at the Malt [B.30pm |[Mslt Shovels, Stamford St. Altricham, Susie §
TRAD | Winwiok Folk CGlub Len Sau
> ! — = . ——— e ——— B |
o = THURSDAY |
Fleetweod & m |Queen's Hotel, Beach Rd, Fleetwood

d Liverppol Trad. 8.15pm |Cross Keys,(corner of Earl St., & 8t. Paul's Square,
] | Nr., Li pool Stadium.)
I Poynton B .0Cpm |& :

See Sunday for detail

| Apple Thorn e
r.lmit- ton Thorn 8./5pn orn Inn;Applaton,Nr.Warrington (on 149)
| Wellgreen
Hdooll gans 8. 30pin |Llindir Inn,Henllan
| VWVJ.gan «30pm [Park Hotel, Market Equare, Wigan (alternate wealks)

at the  Floral Pavilion Theatre| i —

Seymour,Seymour Grove,Cho rlton—-oum-Hardy

ff_{uwr-‘&fstle 8.00pm| Red Lion Inn,Stoke 0ld Road,Hartshill,Newcaetle
® Corrie B.15pm | T'0ther Bar,iouthport Artes L‘e-n*i,r-u,'lord St. ,jouthport
Kirkham 8.15pm |5t.Geor a Hotel ation Rd.,Kirkham ¥ i
ew Dicconson y Arms, Wrightington
Lancaster Folkatii B po|Yorkshire House Hotel, Lancaster.(nr.bus station)
: Roabuck 8.30pm |Roebuck Hotel, L and -
St. Philips B.30pm |3t. Philips © ¥ Centre, Dean St, Radoliffe (montily)

Sunday, Feb. 7,1982 at 7pm ] e

Special guest PAUL METSERS | SRS R U
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