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WELCOME to another new issue of the
Federation Newsletter,which I hope once
again you will receive on time oWith
more help I could get the magazine out
even sooner § so if if you think you
help in any way please contact me on
Wigan 215621 and ensure an even earlier
publication date,

b

THIS brings me to a specific probgem,
that is I need an artist te provide
illustrations for articles,sometimes
artwork for adverts and new cover for
each issue.lan sutton provided the
originals from which the cover to this
magazine was constructed,but he has
now gone to the University of East
Anglia and is thus no longer available.
Again please contact me ASAP,

Coming on briefly to what is in store
this issue,Song Exchange returns after
a short enforced absence on page 5.
Personal view considers busking as a
form of folk music,and we review some
of the recent Folk Festivals as well
as all our regular features.Apologies
that there is no Dancing article this
time,but as I hadn't received the

copy by the time I went to press it
was not possible to include it.It will
be back next month.

N.B.: CLOSING DATE FOR THE HNiXT
ISSUE (FEB=-MAR) IS JANUARY 1lst
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I'™M ALWAYS glad to receive articles on
any relevant topic for consideration
for publication,particularily those on
local folk customs and traditions as
well as festival & other reviewssalso
of course your letters and any longer
items for PERSONAL VIEW.Don't wait for
the deadline - send it now !

I HOPE you are all continuing to send
letters to TV & radio stations support-
ing any folk programmes they may do,and
encouraging them to start something if
they don't have one.If you are unsure
of addresses or contacts,our Chairman
Ian Wells usually has all the relevant
information (Tel;077 473 3267)

WELCOME to our new treasurer,Jenny Smith,
and I hope that she will find a welcome
at any of our member clubs.(PS it may
help if you've paid your annual subs)

FINALLY ,many thanks to my gallant band

of helpers without whom this Newsletter
would never appear,typists Elaine
Derbyshire,Chris Roach & Angela Forkins
disttibutors Pete Rimmer & Bill Derbyshires
Ian Wells for collecting club dates;

all those who have contributed articles
and advertising to the issue.

SEE YOU all in January ¢
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THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE HNOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF
THE EDITOR OR OF THE
FEDERATION,

EDITORIAL ADDRESS:
34Cromford Drive,
Pemberton,
Wigan, WN5 8JU

THE EDITOR ACCEPTS NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED
BE ORIGINAL,OR FOR ANY
INACCURACIES HEREIN.

NEWS FIRST OF A NEW CLUB,which although not yet a
member is hoping to be shortly.The club is the
HMawdesley Folk Club which meets at the Black Bull,
Mawdesley on the first Thursday of the month.The
opening night is Thursday Decmber lst,starting at
8 pm.The club is being run by Derek 3ifford who
regular readers will remember from the Dicconson
Arms at Wrightington.You can contact Derek on
Rufford 822574.Guests on the first night include
Martin Banks,Bright Phoebus,George Ciitohley & Phil
Batty,John Meadows,Ian & Sue Wells,Phil Hartley,and
of course Derek Gifford.

SOLAR SOUND LIMITED are offering a special service

to any groups or solo artists who would like to
produce & low number of cassettes.You wust purchase
500 cassettes over aperiod of 12 months,and you

only need pay for an initial quantity of say 100

after these have been produced.,The casssettes will
cost £2,99 each ineluding VAT.For more information,
prlease contact Andrew Hawkey or Maldwyn Pryse on

09748 248.

ADVANCE NEWS of a mixed nature.The good news is that
Northwich Folk Festival is definitely to go ahead

with support from Vale Royal District Council.The

guest list has not.yet been finalised,but Battlefield
Band & Shegui have been re-booked after their reception
at the 1983 festival.For further information you should
contact Pergie Cowan on 060 65 57651 extn 40.

The bad news is that the same letter alsc told me that
Orewe & Nantwioh Festival is not going ahead in 1984,
although it is not yet ruled out for 1985.

THE ERGLISH FOLK Dance & Song Society are presenting
Folk Pestivities '84 at the Royal Albert Hall on
Triday 17th February & Saturday 18th 1984.0n Friday
from 7.30pm is a Folk Prom with Heme Service,Dave
Swarbrick & friends,The Doonan Family & others,while

_the Saturday has a Folk Spectacular at 2.30 & 7.30pm

featuring a wide range of all the various tyves of
English Dance (Folk that is).On both evenings there is
a late night dance at Imperial College.Tickets at
various prices are available from the EFDSS,2,Regents
Park Boad,London NWl 7AY,please send an SAE and mark
your envelope RAH.

NORTH-WEST SHAPE is holding a new music course baised
in Manchester for 16 professional musicians who are
intereated in working with psychiatric patients

and other groups with mental,physical or social
disabilities.The tutors will probably include Frankie
Armstrong,Bert Santilli and Mick Wilson,while the
course will run for 7 days at the end of January in
Prestwich & Monsall,This will be followed by a weekly
prlacement spread over 4 weeks in a hospital or day
centre.On sucessful completion of this musicians will
be offered paid employment to run a 2-hourly session
once a weck for 3 months,and then put on the Shape
register for future possible employment as music
workshop.  leaders.For more details see the advert in
this i#sue or contact Hazel Roy or Mike Hynes at
N?pth—weat Shape on 061 226 9120,

RADIO DETATLS 3
FOIK PROGRAMMES ON LOCAL RADIO:—

Radio Merseyside s Tuesdays 6.30-7.00pm,repeat Sat. 60 30pm

202m (95.1 VHF) 051 708 5500

Picecadilly Radio s Sundays c. 9. 30-11.00pm
261m (97.0 VHF) 061 236 9913

Radio Manchester : Folk Diary after 6pm News on Fridays
206m (95.1 VHF) contact Cathy Dixon 061 228 3434

Radio Lancashire : 'Sounds Local' Sundays 11,05-11, 35am
35lm (96:4 VHF) contact Simon Johnson 0254 62411

RED ROSE RADIO fave axed their Folk programme right at
the beginning of the new Folk Club seasonyso I hope you
are.all going to write in to them and tell them that
they shoultd put the programue back on the air.

BREWERY ARTS CENTRE have two folk dates in December:
On Wednesday December 14th they have a Christmas Parfy
with Loose Chippings,The Great Franko & Mountain Road.
On Wednesday December 28th at 7.30pm they present
Fairport Convention at South Lakeland Leisure Centre.
Tickets are £5.00,and for more details of both events
contact Nell Johnston, 0539 25133,

ROx BAXTER from Fleetwood Folk Club tells me that they
hope to have a new show in May 1984.It is to be called
“Fleetwood to 'Frisco",the Cape Horn trade in the 1880's
I'm told that there are still a few Final Trawl
Cassettes left fob sale.Contact Ron on Fleetwood 78606
for details.

OUR ROVING REPORTER in Manchester,Mark Dowding, tells
me that there ic a olub meeting at the Star Inn,Back
Hope St.,Salford on Wednesdays.I'm told that they
can't afford to join the Federation,but I would have
thought that these days you can't afford NOT to be
in the Federation and publicise yourself throughout
the arca.Perhaps next time ....

AIGAN FOIK CLUB now meet 3 weeks in four at the Park
Hotel,Market Suare,Wigan on Thursdays. Unfortunately,
I'm not sure if I've correctly given that in the Club
Calendar,so in case I haven't here it iss

December lzt,Closed ; December 8th/15th Singarounds ;
December 22nd, Christmas Special 3 29th closed
January 5th/12th/19th Singarounds § 26th closed.
Also they have DAB HAND on March lst.

APOLOGIES FOR THE fact that this ocolumn has a lot of
Club News rather than Out & About,but there is little
Festival News at present,while there is a lot of Club
News - hope you don't find it too oonfusing !

THE CARTOONS in this issue are by Mike
Billington & Ash Lathamyand are taken from
'A right Song & Dance',available from Mike

8, Brundretts Rd. ,Chorlton-cum-Hardy m21 1DB
at 65p + 20p postage.




WE START THIS ISSUE with some good news for a change,
namely that there are several new clubs joining the
[Federations:

THE BELLE GREEN FOLK CLUB is a very new club which
meets at the Prince of Wales,Belle Green Lane,Ince,
Wigan every Wednesday at 8.30pm.The resident group
is Calico,who are from Leigh ,and the organiser is
a member of that group,Stepen Lckersley whose phone
number is 0942 677955.Initially they intend to run
on a very informal basis with Singers' Nights being
the backbone of the club until a regular audience is
built up.

THE FERNHURST FOLK CLUB is the second of our nsw members.
who have been running just over 12 months.Until

recently they ran alternate Thursdays,but now meet

every week at the Fernhurst Hotel,Bolton Rd.,Ewood,
Blackburn.They have had a wide cross-section of

gome of the best of local & national talent at the

club and hope to continue with that policy.The

residents are the Gradely Lads,and the organiser ie

Ron Crane,who you can contact on 0254 40347,

THE OTHER NEW CLUB has already had a brief mention in
these august pages,namely the Ring 0' Bells Folk Club
in Widnes,They meet,not surprisingly,at the Ring O!
Bells,Pit Lane,llidnes ewery Wednesday ay 8Bpm (note
eaply start!).The residents are Jsan Wrigley and
Colin Wilson,who call themselves Twice Thymes Two,
and Jean who is the organiser can be contacted on

051 420 1887.I'm told the club is doing well,and that
its location is best given as "opposite Farmvorth
Church".

GUESTS FOR THE above olubs will be found in the elub
ocalendar in the centre of this issue.
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SINCE LAST ISSUER,there have been a number of other changes
of venues amng the member olubss

THE IREWELL FOLK CLUB (formerly the Hoolpack) has now
reopened as the TWO TUBS FOLK CLUB,peeting at the Two
Tubs,The Wyld(adjacent to the Parish Chirch) in Bury.
There are no specific residents,the club running on a
fairly informal basis trying to encourage floor singers,
and they try to start promptly at 8.30pm.At present,they
meet only alternate.weeks,but they are hoping to go over
to an every week pattern in the New Year.The organiser

is Moira Woodcock,and you can contact her on 061 723 1979

THE MET. FOLK CLUB in Liverpool have been kicked out of
their venue with only 24hours notice and are currently
disposessed,looking round urgently for a new venue.To
find out the latest situation,or if you-know of a
suitable venue in the Liverpool area,please contact

the organiser,Reg Andrew on 051 708 6409.

THE SILVER BIRCH who used to meet at the Birchwood
Centre in Warrington have closed,although at this
stage it isn't clear whether this is a temporary
closure or if a new Venue is being sought.Watoh this
space for developments,or phone the organiser ~,
Moira Hindley on 0925 36535.

THE KINGSWAY FOLK CLUB,Wallasey have an unusual night
on Janvary 13th,when they have a bad luck night.Anyone
carrying a ladder or a black cat as well every 13th
person into the oclub will get free admission. (the olub
meets on Friday nights by the way.).

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE to contact the Hooligans Folk Club,
so we can't say whether or not it is still open - if
anyone does know,please get in touch with me.

NEWS NOW OF SOME CHRISTMAS PARTIES: (all dates December)

Worthwich 22nd - 60's night

Triton 19th - Spinners at Mons Hotel,Bootle

Belle Greenl4th - Surprise Night (special guests)
Rainford 18th - featuring Brian Jacgues

White Swan 14th - with Dave Swarbrick & Simon Nicol
Ring O'Bells 21st — with Les Jones

Poynton 18th - featuring Bullock Smithy

Two Tubs 22nd - featuring Inolegnigo

Most clubs are having some sort of Christmas Party,I've
only picked out here the special ones where I have more
details.

DECEMBER 23rd sees an unusual night at the Kingsway in
Wallasey,as they are doing a Pantomime entitled

'A Christmas Carol',but from what I hear any resemblance
between this and Dicken's story is purely colincidental.

THE FERNHURST FOLK CLUB have a 'Flat Cap & Shawl'
Singers' Night on December 22nd.There will be a pie &
peas supper,but I'm told ypu should take your own
spoond

MOVING ON INTO JANUARY,the White Swan Folk Club have a
very special night with Dick Gaughan,which is to be a
Burn's nighte..

THE BELLE GREEN FOLK CLUB are running a Songwriting
oontest to be held on Wednesday January 18th at their
club.There is still time to enter if you are interested,
and more details can be obtained from Stephen Eckersley
on Leigh 677955.The competition has already atbracted

a number of entries;and the competition is to be judged
by a three-man panel drawn from local folk people,and
will include representatives of the folk press and

a local songwriter.

ADVANICE NUWS OF SOME FPORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONSS

White Swan , Web 29th,2nd Birthday with Dr. Sunshine
Leigh s Feb 5th, Tony Rose

GeorgedDragon , Feb 12th , Callenig

PONNTON FOLK CLUB have a special Music Hall Night on

Sunday January 29th,which will feature Loose Chippings
and the Great 'ranko.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on these or any of the dates in

the Club Calendar,please contact the oclub organiser on
the number given on page 27.

SONG EXCHANGE 1:33)¢

Conducted by JOAN BLACKBURN

First of all, anologies for
the non-appearance of "Song Exchange™
for the last few issues of the
Newsletter. The reason for this is
that Derek (my hubby) was involved
in a car accident at the end of
March, breaking an ankle and §ub-
sequently contracting pneumonia,
and my time was more than accounted
for. He started back at work, on
light duties, at the beginning of
November, so I'm beginning to get
back into something like my old
routine.,

"Song ixchange" is currently
partially comruterised. I am the
ﬁroud owner of a Dragon 32, apd am
in the process of, amongst other
things, cataloguing all my music
onto the computer. This will,
honefully, make it far easier apd
quicker for me to find music yhlch
I could quite nossibly otherwise
forget that I even have.,

Quite a few neople have
of fered the use of their music
collections in addition to mine,
for "Song <xchange", and in orde?
to try to correlate the information,
could I ask those willing to pa?t?
icipate to provide a list comprising
song titles, authors (if approp=
riate) and publishers (if known
of pieces in their collections, SO
tha+t these too can be catalogued?
Then if a request is made for an
item which I do not hold, but
which is available from someone
I will know exactly where.to
ask for a copy. Lven partial lists
would be helpful - I realise from
trying to catalogue my own coll-

i that it can be a never-
Eggiﬁg task. I must also point out

else,

have never amounted to more than
a small amount of nostage.

And so to the main noint of
the existence of "Song Exchange",
which is to »nrovide a song-finding
service to readers. If you would
like the words, music and/or chords
of a song, write in to "Song BEx-
change", c/o Joan Blackburn, 4
Rosewood Close, Abram, nr, Wigan,
Lancs, WN2 5XT. Readers' renlies
should be directed to the same
address.,

REQUEST :
AE FOND KISS
BURNS
£t : T T o
i e e
25 31 o b T F=r+ =1
J 7 e .
Ae fond kiss and then we se-ver| A. fare-weol, and
A { 5 — o T ===y
e — e
o il
~ then for ev-erl Deep in hearr-wrung fears I'll pladge thee,
£} 7 : "
% —wT—F =y |
= Fa—— s |
o
war-ring sighs and groans J'll  wage thee.

Who shall say that Fortune grieves him,
VWhile the star of hope she lcaves him ?
Me, nae cheerfu’ twinkle lights me,
Dark despair around benights me.

1)l ne’er blame my partial fancy ¢
Naething could resist my Nancy !
But to see her was to love her,
Love but her, and love for ever.

Had we never loved sac kindly,
ITad we never loved sae Llindly,
Never met—or never parted—
‘We had ne'er been broken-hearted.

Fare-thee-weel, thou first and faivest !
Fare-thee-weel, thou best and dearest !
Thine be ilka joy and treasure,

Peace, Enjoyment, Love and Pleasure |

Ae fond kiss, and then we sever.
Ac fareweel, alas, for ever !

. : ial Deep in heart-wrung tears I'll pledge thee,
here that there 15 nNo financla Warring sighs and groans I'll \\'agebthee.
i it is
for the service,
£3¥%{$ yoluntary, but that my costs
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BROADFOLK

When the very first article in
this series was perpetrated, the
theme was that although there were
few specifically folk music prog-
rammes around, if you kept your
ears open you could hear folk
music in unlikely places. In bet-
ween then and now some qQuite good
specific programmes have been
screened or broadcast. In the

last three months we are back to
oddments overheard in unlikely
places. There are however excep-
tions to that. For a short while
Radio 2 actually had three hours
of folk music each week, even if
one of these was an insomniacs
repeat of Folk On 2., The other
hour was 'Ralph McTell and Friends'
on Fridays and 'The Spinners and
Friends' repeated from an earlier
series. Fortunately, they have
different friends! Folk on 2 is
going from strength to strength
under John Morrison. Incidentally,
did you hear the one from Sidmouth
when Jim Lloyd intrviewed the prod-
ucer of the Manchester edition,

and they slated all broadcasting
bosses for ignoring folk music?

Channel 4, although still declin=-
ing to schedule folk music as such,
featured quite a lot in 'How to be
Celtic's The Irish one included
The Chieftans, the Welsh and
Cornish one's several excellent
singers (in the relevant language)
and the Scottish one went to town
with Ossian, Dick Gaughan, Flora
McNeil and Jean Redpath. I'm told
Dick is furious about being sub-
titled! BBC TV's only gesture was
an isolated Rhythm on 2 (still by
Ken Griffin) of Peter, Paul and
Mary. This was awful. PPM were
very close to self parody, and Mary
is now a little old to rely on

long blonde hair - the closeups
were very unkind to her. This was
recorded in the Southport Theatre,
where they had to give away tickets
to get an audience at all, and on
one audience shot a man covered

his face with his arm! My

feelings exactly - I wouldn't have
wanted to have been asamsociated
with thet show in any way.

Some oddments; Brian Matthews, in
Edinburgh for the other festival,

featured some Scottish folk inclu-
ding North Sea Gas; Foster and
Allan sang 'Thyme' at the Wembley
Country Festival (!); Bakers

Dozen followed Graingers folk song
arrangment with Cyril Tawney's

'Lean and Unwashed Tiffy'(intro-
duced as 'a folksong of the 1950's).

Granada TV also had a short series
entitled 'Pithead Pictures' which
featured a couple of folk songs in
each programme being performed by
the likes of Frankie Armstrong,
Martin Carthy and Johnny Hardle.

Less likely occurences: Radio 3
did a set of folk song arrangements
with soprano, baritone and piano:
The Good 0l1d Days had an Irish
tenor singing °‘She moved through
the fair': Cliff Richard has
recorded 'The Water is Wide' and
Terry Wogan is playing it. Least
likely folk story: Sunday (R4):

a Cumbrian Catholic Youth Group
has learnt the Bacup dance and is
to perform it in Rome at a Papal
audience.

But why no real folk prorammes?
That's because you don't react to
those you get. Andrew Johnaton's
'"Good 01d Way' (see rave last
issue) drew about seven replies.
Remeber Folkear's rules for media
bashing: (1) Do it! (11)Praise to
station/network boss, criticism to
producer/presenter. (111)Be cons-
tructive. But do it - no response
even fewer programmes.

Finally, ajoke from the Next Week's

news section of Week Ending: "To

celebrate 25 years of singing Folk

Music, The Spinners are to learn

s second msong." :
Folkear.

m———
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PERSONAL

if Mohammed Won’t

Live music is without equal and yet
many folk clubs are foundering through
lack of interest. One way of reaching
an audience is busking, which can be a
satisfying and profitable way to play
music = why not brihg some vitality to
a grey town ?

London, York, Paris - all are famous
for buskers, so why not Wigan ? For
small towns live music is a real
novelty and it's appreciated all the
more for that. I don't fancy busking
in my home town but elécwhere oee.zoweel

Even so, it's a far cry from the
security of a friendly folk club. The
worst moment is deciding to unpack your
instrument and start. When alone I have
failed to take this difficult step
several times. One moment you are part
of the crowd,the neXtesoe S0 it's
easier (and more fun) with a friend,
though less lucrative of course! I
usually play the flute and my mate mad
F.ick plays a mean guitar (given to him
by a mean uncle).

Busking is hard work so don't waste your
efforts. Find somewhere busy with good
accoustics and little traffic; Precincts
usually have canned muzak and men in
peaked caps who move you on . But
shopping streets often have unused shop
doorways for a good echo, or the big
plate glass windows of the chain stores
which reflect sound nicely. Streets
with heavy traffic are a waste of time

while partially covered shopping areas
are ideale.

In his book '"As I walked out one
Midsummer Forning" Laurie Lee comments
that jigs and reels make people hurry by
but slow airs make them linger and
inspire generosity. It's true! slow
airs are more profitable for the busker.
In fact a cynic could provoke an almost
Pavlovian response by alternating "Annies
Song'" with "Chariots of Fire' and make a
mint! I prefer mainly "folk" material

of the kind familiar to our grandparents;
such as "Danny Boy" and the "Irish
Washerwoman'" with a bit of light jazze
It's worth including a few old favouritese

Just one thing before you zoom out though,
= are you good enough? Buskers of the Joe
Strummer variety abound and its a
depressing thing to see a grown man
beating a guitar whilst airing his angsk

VIBEW .

Come to the Club...

on the street. That said, if you've
something to offer=do.

Busking is not against the law of the land.
However most Borough's have by-laws
designed to keep unsightly poor off the
streets and it all else fails that old
stand-by "obstruction'" can be invoked to
shift you. Some policemen will leave. you
alone, most ask you to move most pleasantly
and the occasional trainee for a 'B' movie
will be agpressive ("If I see you again
I'1ll throw you in the van myself" said one
such to me in Exeter) It's not worth
arguing, just push off, there's always
another day!

50 why not bring a ray of sunshine into

your favourite urban dump ? It's good
fun.
PMuffin'.
'\
is now available solo A
but still makes
occasional

.and
lay inthe

= Hile @ A
For hookings pleasewtiteto
o Round House, Aston-on-Clun,
: Craven Arms, Shropshire 5Y7 BEN
“\__wemwe orphone 05887 418 orleave a messageon
SEEEUTARG (1-734 3356/7, 9.30am- 6.00pm weekdays
. =
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Park Hotel,
THURSDAYS 8.15

"The Park - is that place
still going?" is a comment
frequently thrown at me when
strangers are told that I run
Wigan Folk Club. Forth flow
the memories of the good old
days when Keith Roberts ram the
club' . . .

The club celebrated its
nineteenth blrthday in May 1983,
and during its time has seen a
succession of organisers., When
I emigrated from Liverpool just
over ten years ago, it was run-
ning well under John rfaves, I
remember packed-out nights for

such as Leon Rosselson, Cyril
Tawney, Peter Bellamy, and The

Gobbiners. When John moved out
of the area, Nigel Firth took
the helm; and when Nigel started
another folk club at the White
Horse, Tom Hewlett took over at
the Park.

The club was badly hit by
the recession (which club wasn't?
to the point of seeing a tempo-
rary closure, then re-opening on
Thursdays instead of wednesdays
as previously, and fortnightly
instead of weekly. At this
stage it was purely a singers'
and musicians' club, booking no
guests - indeed, there were, and
still are, enough singers and
musicians attending the club on
a regular basis to make it a
very strong singers' club.

I took over when Tom became
unable to come regularly because of
health problems, and although I have
booked the occasional guest artiste,
the regulars seem to prefer singers'
nights, when they can hear the blues
guitar of Paddy Murnrhy (Wigan's own
Postman Pat); Irish tunes from the
melodeon or fiddle of Jimmy Lynch -
Jimmy makes most of his own instru-
ments, and often brings his home-made

WIGAN

Market Square

PM

dancing dolls to the clubji;the livelyf
gusty style of John O'Grady, who spent
nine years in Australia and came back
richer in songs; the quieter, con-
temporary American style of Steve
Newsome, who also writes, and writes
well, some of his own material; the
undefinable but excellent guitar solos
from Wally Prescott; ragtime guitar
from Steve Corless; the very varied
repertoire of Graham Anderson,

another of the club's songwriters,

and recent winner of 3kelmersdale's
"Buskervision" Songwriting Competi-
tiong; the accordion of Roy Occle-~
shaw, who also writes Lancashire
dialect monologues and songs; the
distinctive singing of Dave Thomas;
and the varied efforts of yours

truly. And, of course, we could not
forget to mention our landlady and
friend, Mrs. Brown, without whose
encouragement the club could not

exist at all.

Club nights are run on a very
informal singaround basis, and every
effort is made to encourage new=
comers to public performance to
overcome their inhibitions with-
in the friendly atmosnhere. The
atmosHhere is complemented by a
crackling coal fire and candle-
light - and and old miner's lamp
(with an electric bulb in it, but
who cares about tradition?)
hanging from the ceiling.,

As of September last we are
able to meet on three wecks out
of four - the A, U.E.W. who used
the room on the alternate
Thursdays from us reduced the 3
frequency of their meetings, and
we nabbed the resulting free
Thursday before they had a chance
to change their minds.

On singaround nights, there
is no admission charge on the
door. A jar is nassed around F:EB’

e

e

WIGAN (contd)

towards the end of the evening,
and although it askes for "at
least 50p tonight please! !,
there is no compulsion for anyone
to put anything in if they don't
want to or can't afford to. With
unemnloyment in Wigan currently
at 20%, I could not presume to
bar the "financially embarrassed"
by charging an "economicaily
viable" door price; therefore,
effectively, those who can, pay
for those who can't., The takings
normally cover running costs, and
I persorally would rather have a
full room with small takings but
a lively atmosphere, than a
snarsely-filled room, similarly
small talings but an empty,
embarrassed atmosphere, Too many
good clubs have disapneared from
Wigan (and other places as well)
on just such a note, and I have
no wish to see the Park saffer a
similar fate.

There is a slight shadow
hanging over the future of the
Park :dotel, however. Jigan
Metropolitan Borcugh Counecil, in
their infinite wisdom, have

EFIEATIVE MUSIC
- an alternative

NMusicians ARE YOU INTERESTED
1N WORKING WITH PSYCHIATRIC yATIENTS,
MENTALLY HANDICAPPED AND PHYSICALLY
DISABLED PEOFLE ?

NORTH-WEST SHAPE is offering a short
practical tralng course in hasio
workshop techniques designed to encour-
age groups with mental,social and
physical disabilities to explaére and
enjoy participation,musical expression
and creativity.

DATE ¢ January/ February 1984

INTERVIEWS will take place in early
Decenber 1983.

PURTHER INFORMATION AND APPLICATION
TORMS FROM 2

North West

Creative actwmes ;
for the disadvantaged §

21 Whalley Road Whailey Range
Manchester M16 8AD: 061 226 9120

formulated a Town Centre Redevel-
opment Plan which, if imnlemented
fully, would result in the demo-
lition of the Park in favour of
an elongated ramp to a multi-sdory
car park.A Public Inquiry was held
around Easter,and we are expecting
the result of that towards the end of
the year.Indications are that there

is a fair chance that the Park may

be repreived,but uncertainty is still
in the air-

However, undaunted, we look
forward to 1984 with the hope that
Big Brother (ie Wigan Metro) will
have to stay his hand.Indeed, & major
guest has been booked at the club for
March lst: a new band composed of
familiar faces called Dab Hand.It
comprises Tom McConville,Jez Lowe and
Tom Napper ; ticRets will be £1.50 to
non-members,

With such optimisk, how can we F

fail to suceed ? See you all at our
21st celebrations in 1985,

Joan Blackburn
Club Orgeniser

D  SINGER
SONGWRITER
GUITARIST
0 CLUBS

CONCERTS
FESTIVALS

'_ RADIO @&TV

I've said i
about Mike but
think his biggest
crime 1S that he's
ritish.

Eftcn sald 1 bc d
was American he
be a Superstar:
RICHARD DIGANCE

cMana cmcnt

GBYy Promotlons
C:z%aﬂec%stcf68 4 7 8 M@




af Song for CHristMAs croe moace

RING OUT THE OLD

Chorus:

Ring out the old, ring in the new,

Good luck, good health and peace to you.

Now Winter wears a dress of white, the stillness of a Holy Night,
A silver star hangs in the sky, and on the air a babes sweet cry.

Kings and Princes and Shepherds fall,upon their knees before a stall,

All in a stable of sweet hay, a babe of

love in a manger lay.

The three in one how well they knew, what tiny starfish hands could do,

To sway all nations great and small, to

Remember when a babe you see, he is the

let his peace lie over all,

love of you and me ,

His right to walk free and tall, on unspoiled land in peace and war.

Repeat Chorus after eaeh verse

SONG oF Tve MIDNTH

Regrettably,I have not had any songs of
a suitable standard for inclusion as son
of the month. (Chris Roach has kindly sen
me one of hers above in place of a Song
of the Month).IF YOU write songs,poems o
monologues,then why not enter for our

competition.Each issue I will pick the

best I've received since the last issue,
and publish it.Send to Editorihal Address

‘(;;;-;ALE - Hecently renovated (Anglo)

Lachenal Concertina,bone buttons,metal
ends, squeaker & whistle,steel reeds,b6-
fold bellows.Concert pitoch C/G.
4 £160 with case, Graham Wright,
1 Red Hall Restaurant,Manchester Rd, ,
n_Halmersley,Bury. Ramsbottom 2476,

ST

THESE SMALL ADS are excellent value at
only £1.00 per insertion for private
sales & wants only.Maximum of 35 words
4 &l1 typed.Copy to Small Ads,NWFFC,

The George & Dragon Folk Club present

Sunday 18th Dec.

STRAWHEAD

at the

George & Dragon

MAIN STREET,BILLINGE,NEAR WIGAN.
Club Starts at 8, 30pm promptly.

Residents include Caught on the Hop,
Tain, quartz

TICKETS FOR STRAWHEAD £1.50 in advance
from Bernie Forkin,St. Helens 53058
or George & Dragon,Billinge 892451

or call at the folk club on another

Sunday.

10

o' 3sCromford Dr.,Pemberton,Wigan WN5 8JU

(Please enclose cheque to NWFFC)

ARTISTES

PROPRIETORS A.J.SMITH and HIGHWAY RECORDS Ltd.
Licence No. M 1383

silly wizard
proper little madams
dave walters
ramox
cyril tawney
stanley accrington
+ johnny coppin
+arizona smoke revue
rdownes and beer

+«bill zorn
* dn agsociation wdlh rola music

contact alan H:":@
\ 052789 3384,3757 ¥y 0.\ )

HIGHWAY

CHAIRMAN’S

I'm very pleased to say we now
have a Treasurer for the Feder-
ation. This is very pleasing
for two reasons. First of all,
it is obviously very good to
have the post filled and we
thank Jenny Smith for taking it
on. Second, she answered the
advert. in the newsletter - so,
you see, it'as worth advertising
here, it works! Jenny has only
recently arrived to study in
Preston and we welcome her to
the area and the local folk
scene.

The survey by NorthWest Arts
mentioned last time is completed
and is now to be considered by
their music panel. I'm told that
response was about 50% : obvi-
ously, some of you don't want

any help.

In contrast, Merseyside Arts
have gone completely silent on
policy. They actually refused
any underwriting to the Liver-
pool Festival this year, unlike
last year, but increased the
grant for publicity. I under-
stand this is not a policy shift

RANT by lan Wells

but due to sheer expediency 3
there was money left in the PR
budget but not for underwriting!
However, it doesn't bode well
for event organisers when formal
organisations are inconsistent,

|

WOMANS MogR1s ? ITHINK ITS GREAT sHoNEST

Ay
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=¥

t

¥
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(cogToon) BY Asw ¢8 Ttmm)

34 Woodhouse Road,
The TWO ]ays Broseley,
Shropshire.
FOLK AGENCY Tel: Telford (0952)
882316 (24 hr)
Jenny Hannon
and
Jenny Speller
AGENTS REPRESENTING: - Also contact for:-
ArRcHIE FISHER Packie BYRNE
CarBoLIC SMoke BarLL Company Ray FisHER
ELeEcTROPATHIC BATTERY BAND Roy HARRIS
Foxes LAIR THE FaBuLous SALAMI BROTHERS
OvsTer Banp Diz DisLey
PeepinG Tom TAFFY THoMAs
Ran TAN Banp Ann LisSTER

Tony HARRIS
Tony RosE

BoBBY EAGLESHAM
JANE RoTHFIELD &ALLAN CARR
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Fleetwood
2/3/4 September

The Fylde Folk Festival was a triumph
of organisation and music over weather.
The forecast force 9 gusted to force 10
in the early hours of the Saturday
morning, flattening the capsite and even
waking those of us snugly indoors.
Herculean efforts by the organisers
rescued the campers, gave a dry hall
and sufficiently restored them to be
able to laugh at a joke about 'the tent
hang-gliding competition''.

Musically it was an excellent weekend.
Tony Rose was in superb form and prod-
uced several cracking sets and a very
thoughful workshop. Proper Little
Madams were as sharp as ever and will
_leave many regrets that this was their
last appearance. Local group Bright
Phoebus opened the final concert in fine
style and were well served by the sound
system (not always the case for unaccom-
panied singers). Pyewacket were full
of enthusiasm and Jumpleads full of
themselves, Dave Dutton (of Inclognito)
was excessively Lancastrian but Bram
Taylor sang very well. Some of the
best singing was by the Wes* Country
trio Regalia. The Final Trawl was
packed out yet again. Any complaints?
The Fylde lounge is unsuitable for folk
music and has yet to be replaced (or
preferably gutted and rebuilt). 1n

12

REVIEW

spite of up to seven things happening
at once, there is still inadequate
provision for simple singarounds:
Regalia converted one of their sessions
successfully. Against that, non-folk
minded locals do get involved.

The final good news is that, unlike some
other festivals this year, Fylde has

broken even and will definitely return in
1984,

Ian Wells.

Magazine Review

ALBION SUNRISE AUTUMN 1983 No.2
Price 50p (85p inc. p&p from:
19 The Gardens, Monmouth, Gwent)

This new folk magazine is the brain-
child of Owen Jones of Monmouth and at
S0p its 63 pages would suggest good value
for money.

However, the latter fact depends upon
what you are looking for in a folk
magazine - if you are looking for a sort
of 'hotch-potch/who's who/what-is-what?'
in a rather restricted area of the folk
world plus face-to-face (or should it
be interface?) interviews with famous
folkies (in this issue its Howard Evans
and Pyewackett) plus nineteen pages of
record and cassette reviews and about
four hours spent to read it all then
this is the magazine for you.

But - if you are looking for lists of

folk club dates, news and reviews of

festivals (apart from the usual adverts) ,
stimulating articles for discussion and

comment and rude letters to the editor

then this is not the magazine for you -

buy the Federation (all hail!) newsletter

at less than half the price instead! c

]

Sorry Owen, its well presented and it
will probably sell well in Pontadarwe
but its too bitty for me and I haven't
the time to read so many record reviews;
comprehensive though they are; - I'm
too busy writing them myself!

Derek Gifford.

Letters to The Editor...

Dear Siry I have just had the mis-
fortune to read the article in the
most recent copy of your Federation
magazine, "Are all sound men born
deaf?" by Ian Wells. To the best of
my knowledge I have never met Mr.Wells
but I'm willing to bet that I could
pick him out of a crowd.

His assertion that "Many sound men are
uninterested in folk music and are
merely moonlighting between rock gigs"
is crass in the extreme. It is an
insult to the many, many first class
sound engineers that we certainly have
in this part of the country. The
principal prohlem with sound equipment
and the folkies I've come across -
quite a few in twenty years - is that
most of them would be better off with
megaphones. In fact megaphones are too
good for some of them.

Now then, there is nothing worse than
writing an article on a subject which
you know naff all about. Take note Mr.
Wells, you're about to learn something.
The speakers to which you refer as
'"Feedback speakers'" are actually known
in the trade as 'monitors' or 'foldback!'.
Feedback is the rather delightful scream
that one gets from a P.A. rig operated
by a dummy.

An accoustic festival? Never in a month

of Sundays. About the only venue

suitable for such an enterprise would be

an old phone box. With the ever escalating
cost of promotion nowadays bigger is not
only better, it's absolutely vital to sound
(no pun intended) economic sense.

If you are fed up with all the hassle, why
not take a trip to Edinburgh from 6th =

15th April next year and see how it should
be done!

Mike Shure.
(Music & Stage Services,
Ediburgh)

From Derek Giffordgfe

Dear Editor, I thought Mark DPowding's
article 'Everthoughts' in the last issue of
the Newsletter (Sept.-Nov. 1983) was most
interesting and well-thought out. I wonder
if you could therefore pass on this message

to him through the estimable pages of
your magazine ?

Dear Mark, 'Everthought' of pulling
your finger out and running a folk club
yourself?

Love, Giff,.

ile have received the following
communication from Malcclm Steat:

15 would like to express my apologies

to all the members of the Hare and lounds
Folk Club, Maghull Road, Merseyside for
having to cancel my engagement at the
Club on 16th December.

This most unfortunate occurrence was due
to a television company changing its
recording dates, and was beyond the
control of either myself or my agents,
dighway Artistes.

I hope at some time in the future to be
able to make amends in some way for any
inconvenience caused.

Again please accept the apologies of

both myself and Highway.®

‘\'~§p ﬁk;rhe.iegenaauyT §E?;§§
e/ LBION
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magqazine

Feo,lures wmclude :

Interviews with HowARD EVANS y
; and PYEWACKETT :

NeWs & Reviews - Issve bo issuve -
200 =PLUS =
'n-la HAMMER, DUI.CIM%R
S‘I‘RIKES AGAIN ¢ p;
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Club

.CD&L& CLUB RESIDENTS DATES IN DECELIBER.,

ITHURSDAY lat 8th 15th 22nd
Fleetwood See (d) below Singer's Night Diz Disley Inclogneeto Xmas Party
Fernhurst Derek & Di Boak Singer'rs Night Pat Ryan Singer's Night(l;
Poynton Abalon Night Shift Caught on the Hop Hunter's Moon
Two Tubs Closed Chris Waldren Closed Christmas Partr(p)
Wigan Joan Blackburn Singer's Night Singerts Night Singer's Night ’ Singert's Night

FRIDAY 2nd 9th 16th 23rd
Bee Various Tundrs Singerts Night Singer's Night Singerts Night
Kingsway Tony Rose Shay Black Joan Pugh Pantomime (j)
Northwich See (a) below Shepherd/Bowden (e) Lozal's Night Strawhead Xmas party.
01d Ship Singaround Singaround Singaround Closed
Newcastle Singer's Night Singer's Night McGonvillE/Napper(g) Singerts Night
Roebuck See (y) below Singers & Musicians Singers & Musicians |Singers & Musicians |Singers & Musiocians

SATURDAY 3rd 10th 17th 24th
Brewery 141283 (u) 281283 (U)
Bury Various Sam Bracken Steve Turner TBA Closed
Poynton Hoe Downs Merlin C.B. Fiddlesticks
Tom Hall's
Club Ceilidhs Northwich.{q/) Bury 23.12.83.[r)

SUNDAY 4th 11th 18th 25th
George & Dragon [ See (b) below Scold's Bridle Singer's Night Strawhead Closed
Leigh Trevor & Joan Huntj Calennig Auld Triangle Gorton Tank Closed
Poynton See (s) below Lorna Campbell Trio Maxi & Mitch Xmas Party (p) Closed
Rave On Volunteers Singer's Night Martin Simpson Xmas Party (p) Closed
Rainford Derek & Di Boask Bl fé’—dds Sheye, Turner Xmas Party (P) Closed

MONDAY S5th L2th 19th 26th

Leyland Morris

Practice Night

Practice Night

Practice Night

Practice Night

The Met
White Swan

See (f) below

See (h) below
Martin Carthy'

See (h) below
Xmas TFarty (P)

See (h) below
Cheshire Folk

Poynton Singert's Night Singert's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night
Preston Singaround in Bar Dick Gaughan Xmas Party{p) Closed
Triton Triton Folk Alan Bell Singer's Night Spinnara/xmaa Part? Closed
TUESDAY 6th 13th 20th 27th
Blackpool Taverners Singaround Singaround Singaround Singeround
WEDNESDAY Tth 14th 2lst 28th
Belle Green Calice Singer's Night Xmas Party (P) Alan Sweeney Closed
Ring O Bells Twice Thymes TWO |gary & Vera Aspey Res. & Singers Party Night Hangover Special

See (h) below
Singer's Night

KEY %0 SYMBOLS ABOVE:
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wee Club News , page 4
Tickets available from club
) Hesidents are: Seans Sandy Boyle,lain & Sarah Bowley,Tony Howard, Sed /% Dermof » Paul Taylor
) Residents include : Caught on the Hop,Tain,Ramblers

) Residents are : Bernie Blaney,Buckthorn,Jonny Cope,Neville Grundy
Residents are :
(e) Wi Shepherd & John

(£f) Residents iiuclude :

(g) Tom McConville & Tom Wapper
(h) Club temporariliy dispossessed see Club News page 4
(j) Pantomime,'A Christmas Carol' see club news

(k) Flat Cap & Shawl Sinsers' Night see Club News

Bowclen

scold's Bridle,Ross Campbell

Dave & Helen lloward, Helen Robinson,Paul,,Geofl Higzinbottomy John O'Hagan,Steve Jackson,

Mike Billington

A =

Calendar

club organiser for more details.

y) Each week is a hosted singers' night - a different host each week
N.B. -= TBA = Guest yet to be booked at the time of going to press,please contact the

. DATES 1IN JANUARY DAY & CLUB
29th 5th 12th 19th 26th THURSDAY
Closed Strawhead TBA Singert's Night Alten Bell Big Band  Fleetwood
Closed Roger Westbrook Singer's Night Lancs. Fayre Singert's Night Pernhurst
Gentlemen Sold.|TBA Plan B Bullock Smithy Tim Norfolk Poynton
Closed . Guest TBA Guest TBA Charley Yarwood Two Tubs
Singer's Night {Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Wigan,
30th 6th 13th 20th 27th FRIDAY
S8inger's Night [Singer's Night Singert's Night Nic Dow Singer's Night Bee
Closed Singers! Night Bad Luck Night(1l) |Dave Lock Butler/Light(m) Kingewsy
Sin 3&5 'U:'?M TEA TEp TBA TEA Newcastle
8ingaround Simy&vnfﬂéoper (n ) Local's Night Rothfield/ca,rr (g) Singert's Night Northwich
Singaround Jingaround Singaround Singaround Singaround 0ld Ship
Singers/Musioians Singers & Musicians|Singers & Musicians |[Singers & Musicians [Singers & Musicians | Roebuock
31lst Tth 14th 2lat 28th SATURDAY
Brewery
TBA ITBA TBA TBA TBA Bury
Ceilidh (Band TBA) Poynton
Tom Hall's
Club Ceilidhs
1st 8th 15th 22né 29th SUNDAY
Closed Singer's Night Ted £dwavds Singerts Night Ppplebom Thom GuLSmp George & Dragon
Clomed Wassailers Elecampane Simpson/cooper(n) Terry Walsh Leigh
Closed Fault Eddie Walkexr Rosie Hardman Music Hall Night Poynton
Singerts Night [Singer's Night Steve Turner Singerts Night Caught on the Hop Rave On
Closed TBA TBA Maxi & Mitch TBA Rainford.
2nd 9th 16th © 23rd. 30th MONDAY
Practice Night |Practice Night Practice Night Practice Night Practice Night Le:,rlandr Morris
Singer's Night |Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Poynton
Re-open TBA TBA TBA TBA Preston
Closed Pipers Chair Singer's Night Andy Ceven Singer's Night Triton
3rd 10th 17th 24th 3lst TUESDAY
Singaround Singeround Singaround Singaround Singaround Blackpool.
4th 11th 18th 25th WEDNESDAY
Closed |Singer's Night Folk song comp.(v) Ken Pearson Belle Green
fRes. & Singeras |Res. & Singers Res. & Singers Res. % Singers Ring O Bells
See (h) below see (h) below See (h) below See (h) below The Met.
Cosmetheka New Brgoken Band Singer¥*s Night Burns Night White Swan
(1) Special Friday 13th Night see Club News
(m) Mary Butler & Corinne Light
(n) Flona Simpson & Graham Cooper (Fiona of Therapy)
(p) Christmas Party for details see Club News,page 4
(q) Northwich Ceilidh,Antpobus Village Hall with Wytches Cauldron
(r) Bury Ceilidh on Friday 23rd December at Derby Hall (with Bury Metro Arts)
Es) Besidents for month includesJoe Beard,John Hobson & Howard Lees
t) Jane Rothfield & Allan Carr
(u) Brewery Dates for Decembers 14th Xmas Party(see Club News) :
28th FAIRFORT CONVENTION at South Lakeland Leisure Centre
(v) Folk Song Competition for details see Club News page 4
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The Oxford Book of English and
Tradtional Verse chosen and edited by
Frederick YWoods. '

The author was once a major forgce in
folk journalism, His withdrawal was
gradual seeming first to stop noticing
new artists and changes and then
stopping writing. He has now withdrawn
to a bookshop in HNantwisch and the folk
archives and has emerged from the
latter with this interesting and
provocative selectione

In his own words this is '"an anthology
of Znglish traditional verse .sesess
the literary constituent of traditional
or folk-song." The limitation to
“nglish song is conscious but given the
overlaps is inevitably imperfect. Ir
his introductions he argues that tunes
are interchangeable and hence it is
reasonable to publish just the verse
without the music. I have my doubts
here: would we remember 'Hares on the
Fountain' without the superb tune?

The selection is divided into the fairly
arbitrary groups: History for the
Feople; The Pain of Love; The joys of
Love; Seduction and Betrayal; Soldiers
and sailors; Crime and Punishment;
Christian and Other Festivals; The
Country Year; The Rise of Industry;
Tradition in the liaking. There are most
of the standards of the revival (except
shanties), some with two varients, but
not necessarily the best known version.

zach sonz has a reference; straight
collected songs have the collector and
date but no publication details. Some
of the references expand into paragraph
explanatory notes, while others are a
little odde 'C no John' is given as
'collated James Reeves'; but, in the
'Zverlasting Circle' Reeves callp * it a
conjectural reconstruction'. The
relevent note for 'Poverty Knock'
doesn't make it clear this was a written
song, not a collected one.

A full review of the traditional
material would require almost as much
work as the original compilation and then
come down to my choice versus his. This
is even more true of the last section,
which contains songs from seventeen

contemporary writers which in his opinion
are potential'folk songs!

There is a song from Bellamy's transports
but I would have used 'The Mothers song!'
not 'Sweet Loving Friendship'. If you go
by what is being sung, then Eric Bogle's
three must be in (Now I'm easy, Mo man's
land, The Band played Valtzing VMetilda),
but is a Scots-fustralian really English?
The Colcloughs' 'Song for Ireland' was a
remarkably prescient choice but I've
never heard the crities'song or the Vin
Garbutt one round the clubs.
was essential and it works well in the
format as does 'Dancing at Whitsun'.
Cyril Tawney has four, three sung
frequently while Allan Taylor, gets three
but not 'Roll on the Day' or 'Fiddler
John'!
and Fishes' is becoming as well known as
Sydney Carters 'Lord of the Dance' which
just had to be in. And where is Mike
watersons's 'Three Day lMillionaire'?

In summary, 290 traditional lyrics plus
30 contemporary ones for 8.95. This is
about 3p/song which is almost back to
broadsheet prices. It will be a useful
complementary source to Pster Kennedy's
'Folksongs of Britain and Ireland'.

Tan Mells
SARTHE RITES by Janet and Colin Bord. 274
pages. 22.95. 1982 Paladin.

This is yet another book of mystic circles,
what makes

stone phalluses and green godse.
it different in the Emphasis on English
folk customs. There are also 170
photographs. The 16 of them directly
related to morris and mumming are by Brian
Shuel.
to the pre-industrial, from local history
to Freudian symbolism, from witches to N.
American Indians. If you want to know
about ley energy and sexual magic, this is
definately for you. The rest of us prefer

Folklore Society Publications or the simple

joy of actually dancing!

Ralph Stephen.

'January Man'!

Alan Bell isn't in, although 'Bread

The text leaps from the present day

seview: QRMSKIRK
DAY OF FODLK

Saturday, 8th October, 1983

, The very first Ormskirk Day of Folk

clashed with the Grand National and
the revised autumn timing produced a
day of almost continuous rain. This
made the outdoor Dance Displays a

bit problematical but the real Morris
teams (Rivington and Southport Swords)
soldiered on while the mums accompany-
ing the young girls in the "fluffy"
morris troupe panicked about their
costumes.

The event is organised by Jenny Bashford
of PERFORM with West Lancs. Leisure
Services and Jenny's interest in TIrish
music showed in top billing for Paddy
Glackin, rarely seen in England, who
gave a well supported fiddle workshop

as well as a superb extended set in the
main concert.

Peter Bond's workshop on songwriting
was a tremendous experience. He held

a packed room for an hour and a gquarter
with an informative and wideranging dis-
cussion, illustrated with extracts from
his own excellent songs, and spiced
throughout with sparkling wit.

Mick Haywood contributed an interesting
session on Songs of West Yorkshire.

There was an excellent singaround in a
local pub and Irish sessions started at
11.30 a.m. and finished after midnight!

There was a Playford workshop by

Madeleine Hollis and she also ran an
afterncon ceil’dh. Trevor Stone did
a novices Longsword session which at
one point sucked in Bond and Laycock!

Local singer Derek Gifford MC'd the
evening concert which opened with
Derek and Di Boak (winners of the

West Lancs contest held in this very
hall) who gave a sharp and enthusiastic
set. Then came Paddy Glackin's set
which, for me, was crowned by a long
slow air. This showed off his tone,
phrasing and control in a way that no
amount of jigs and reels can ever do.

The final act was Bond & Laycock:

17 scngs or tunes from them separately
or together, featuring Tim's traditional
singing and -immaculate concertina and
Peter's literate and challenging songs
plus clarinet - not to mention three
brass balls! Any disappointments? Yes,
too few people overall and almost no-one
actually from Ormskirk, even though

there was a local clogdancer, Bill Gibbons,

from the canal tradition at Burscough.
Ormskirk is rapidly becoming a folk
black hole, unable to sustain a song

club, unlike the neighbouring communities,
and with a social dance club who only go
to their own events (and presumably

about to wvanish up their own do-gi-do!)

Tan Wells.

Gordon

THE R CAJUN EP

THE R CAJUN T SHIRT, £300+40PP

THE OFFER EP+T SHIRTE500 INC PP
' PLEASE STATE SML.XL.

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO R CAJUN,
FROM R CAJUN PROMOTIONS,

£1-80+30PP

18, DOVECLIFF ROAD, e
A\$) ROLLESTON ON DOVE, %

tel; 0532
A= STAFFS.

How Can

At The Top Of A Mountain?

—new record from

Tyrrall
on Celtic Music CMO0i16

for bookings contaét-
87 Poole Road

Leeds LS15 7HD
643731

I Live

2| Halifax Road, Ripponden, W.Yorks HX6 4AH

Tel: Halifax 822413
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LEEDS Folk Festival Review

There were Englishmen, Scotsmen,
Welshmen and even Irishmen, but
very few Yorkshiremen, and no that
isn't the start of a joke, it
merely describes the draw Leeds
has, As if all the accents weren't
enough to confuse you, on sale at
moderate rip off prices werej;

Leeds festival sweat shirts, badges,
beer glasses, key rings, poster

and even, coming soon, the double
Leeds album. A consumers paradise,
a cause in every corner.

"Yes, we've got some thing for
everybody really" said the young
girl on the Animal Rights stall,
trying to flog me a 't' shirt.

The same could be said of the fest-
ival, no matter your shade of folk,
light or dark, it'd be represented.
Now two years old, the weather for
the weekend was less than kind.
That's putting it mildly, what we
actually got was torrential rain,
gales and very, very cold; more
like SAS training than a festival.
But the music was in the main of
the finest quality, surely making
Leeds the north's premier event,
even ranking with the too long
hallowed Cambridge.

Speaking of the music, and it's
about time I did, Friday got under-
way with a dash from work and a

cup of tea, to see a couple of
songs from Kieran lHalpin who left
us to the atrocious mercies of Tim
Yood. "Don't worry he'll make you
laugh" said the programme, well he
did that, but only because I
couldn't believe he was serious.
#hen he began reciting poetry
instead of singing it all became
too much and I vanished to main
stage two which had begun latterly.
Taking my seat I found the start

of a splendid solo set from
Lindisfarne singer Alan Hull. Yes,
he did all the oldies as well as
songs from his forthcoming Black
Crow album and the controversial
"Ualvinas Melody". When the time
came for his encore the roar that
greeted "Fog on the Tyne" was
tremendous and the whole tent Jjoined
in., Promptly following to close
the evening came one of my fav-
ourite bands, RunRig. They may be
8 new name to some of you, but they

mixGaelic song and contemporary
music in a joyous brew. The pipes
got everybody dancing and in no
time the place was heating up.
Guitarist Malcolm Jones won our
admiratihon with some firey solos
that sounded so Scottish you could
taste the whiskey.

Saturday began at lunchtime with
anorak and scarf pulled tight, on
stage two with a band called

Ragged Heroes, who could play

"Step it out Mary" if nothing else.
Then it was dodge the raindrops
time to catch Martin Simpson on
stage one. This man never ceases
to amaze me, his repetoire of blues,
country, and traditional music
grows better every time I hear him.
His guitar technique is baffling
and on numbers like Cat Stevens
"First Cut is the Deepest" he's
Just in a class of his owne Truly
a master that the folk scene is
lucky to have on itas books. The
vultures then began to gather for
what compere John Leonard called
"the highlight of the festival" an
apperance by John "I've gone over
to rock, but I'm playing a folk
festival because its big me" Martyn.
He strode on stage secmingly
plastered, picked up a guitar, hit
a machine at the back of the stage,
then twiddled a few knobs, made
gsome noises and growled into the
microphone. The masses went wild,
cheered, whooped and I was baffled.
What did they see? He did "Spencer
the Rover" but so do The Dransfields
and their version is miles better.
As Martyn made more noises for an
encore, I left deciding it was tea
time and headed for the bar seek-
ing beer and sandwiches.

Good Jjob I did too because there
were two quick sets by a delightful
youth big band playing swing and
Eavesdropper the up and coming
electric outfit. Both accquited
themselves very well, making =
change from warbling apeing super-
astars,

Saturday evening and the big guns
were all on stage one, so I tried

a pint of the special 'Duval' beer
that was advertised all over the
shop as Belgian and potent; it was.
Not being a big fan of people like

p19?
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Georgie Fame or the flower power
of Country Joe McDonald, I settled
for the geordie delights of the
Doonan Family, who gave way to a
short impromptu set by Mike Elliot,
he was hilarious, shame he wasn't
on the bill officially. A wander
between puddles and I found the
club tent with a small crowd enjoy-
ing a set by a total bunch of
nutters called Arrdvark and No
Money, who gave one of the more
spirited sets of the festival.

By now it hadn't stopped raining
for ten hours and being turned
midnight I decided to see if
Moving Hearts had made their supp-
osed 10.00pm starting time two
hours late. "Splish, splash,
squelch," they hadn't so I found

a post, sat and waited. Reflec-
tions ran through my mind like,
how firey Hearts had been last
year when they had Christy Moore.
Since then I've had doubts,

they 've lost Moore and guitar@st
Declan Sinnott, and the new eight
piece that took the stage two and
a half hours late only made me
more depressed. Taking on a new
piper and an extra drummer has
given them a latin/Irish feel and
ag Mick Hanly roared, "It's great
to be back" when he'd never been
to the Leeds festival before I
just knew it was going to be naff.
As Hearts destroyed all their
former glory, by playing instru-
mentals way too fast and volume
drowning out sublty, I cashed in
my chips and headed for the sheets,
feeling somehow they'd cheated
folke

Sunday began with a little rain,
and for good measure gave Uus
more of the same, lest we forgot
ite It was really only Dave
Burland's Shagpile, that made
missing Mum's roast beef seem
worthwhile so sodden was every-
thing and everybody. By now you
couldn't tell if it was a rocker,
a jazz fan or a folkie under the
mounds of kaggoul, over trousers
and knee high wellies. In fact
Stanley Accrington even wore his
gum boots on stage, and made us
all fall about the place. If
any club organisers are reading
this, book him, he's superb and

7---llIIWh

if any record moguls are reading,
sign him, but don't stick him in

a studio it'd ruin his spontaneity.
Dick Gaughan found himself a
receptive welcome and was hard put
to leave the stage for Pyewackett.
Gaughan these days is hard left
political and ran into & spot of
bother when he expresscd support
for Artie Scargill. "Boo", shouted
a2 heckler, but no one %took any
notice and Dick won the day with

& chill human rights song for
Victor Jara.

Pyewackett took the stage and moved
my heart with the gorgeous Rosie
Cross bouncing around and flailing
hell out of a hammer dulcimer, (pin
up of the festival, maybe even the
folk scene.) and my feet as they
wound up their set with a clutch

of tunes called "Dan and the
Wombat."

Checking my watch it showed 6pm
and not even the promise of the
superb Paul Brady, could make me
stay and get twice as cold and
twice as sodden, so back to the
car it was. '

As I sat over a warming steak/kidney
pie with chips and two veg washed
down by a steaming tea, in the
heated surroundings of a little
moorland cafe with a superdb view,
I thought how well the organisers
had done to keep the music and
excellent facilities going in such
atrocious conditions. The weather
had no doubt kept many people away,
especially the locals, but where
did all the Yorkshire folkies get
to? C'est la vie., I also noticed,
Just out of the corner of my eye
that it was 8till raininge....
Simon Jones.
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SILLY WIZARD: KISS TIUE TEARS AWAY,
HIGHWAY SHY 7025,

As I write the final copy for this
record, I'm informed that it is
now in the top five albums being
s0ld by Colletts to the folk
worlde I can't say I'm msurprised.

To follow Andy's "By the Hush" is
quite a tall order, but the band
have set about their task in their
usual professional manner. The
end result is an album with some
exquisitely delicate sounds on it
even though one or two of the
songs are hackneyed to say the
least,

If one must quibble, then it'a

got to be about the lack of sleeve
notes. I like teo find out about
the song or tune and this sleeve
leaves me none the wiser. A minor
point, perhapa, but surely it can
be remedied on the next album.

People who hadn't heard of Silly
Wizard (yes I do have non-folk
friends!) just listened spell-
bound and are working out how to

go and sBee them when they are back
in the U,K. (November and December)

Definitely one worth buying and
playing to catch all the nuances,
both in the singing and the
musical arrangements. Me, I'm
Jjust looking forward to working
with them again in 1984,

Tan Woods.

THE ALBION DANCE BAND: SHUFFLE OFF1
" SPINDRIFT SPIN 1083.

Side 1: FROGGY'S FIRST JUMP/BEETLE
ON THE WINE/SNOWDROP POLKA/GERVAISE
BRAWL/JENNY IN HER SHIFT:TOM JONES/
HIJTEQUILA TANGO:HIGH TEA TANGO/
THE FRETFUL PORCUPINE.

Side 2: WRIGGLE, WRIGGLE:ROLL ME
OVEir /OCTOBER 4TH/SEASIDE SHUFFLE/
THE VIEW/THE CHAPLET:BANTERING
BILLY /ELDEXWATERS /BLACK ALMAING
HALEK BRAWL.,

A distinctly ‘'Morris On® style
pervades this jolly recording by
the Albion mob. The addition of
Jean-Pierre Rasle, late of the 0ld
Cock and Bull band adds a further

REVIEWS

dimension to this well established
group; their present line up being
Ashley Hutchings, Dave Mattacks,
Simon Nicol, J.P.R. and Dave
Whetstone, who also wrote maney of
the tunes.

Some good tunes there are toco with
Dave W's electric dulcimer being
particularly effective on 'Gervaise
Brawl' and the two tangos (yes,
folks! The tango will soon be all
the rage at your local ceilidhs!)
which had me smiling somewhat wryly
- 80 much for 'Come Dancing' eh?
The 'out-of-tune' ending of High
Tea Tango not only expresses
masterly musical sakill but cocks-
a-=gnook at that world of sequins
and bank clerks that the medisa
pampers 8o lavishly at the expense
of so called 'minority' music like
QuUTrSe

The ‘Fretful Porcupine' goes all
out to extemporise the talents of
Dave Mattacks on drums - they can't
touch him for it either. ‘'Seaside
Shuffle® is a 1l2-bar blues that
makes the rock’n'roll era seem like
a practise session; short and
definitely poignant. The band go
way out with 'The View' as far as
folk music is concerned but it
would still make a superb back-
ground theme for a Tony Soper bird
watching programme!

All told a record to be enjoyed -
buy it and have a ceilidh in your
living room. For the prists some
tracks may be a little OTT which is
confirmed by a note on the record
sleeve which reads - "Warning!
Crossover potential. File under
Rock and Folk, preferably both".
'Nuff' said.

Derek Gifford,

RECORDREVIEWSRECORDREVIEWSRECO

PAT RYAN: MOVING ON,
TSR 043.
Side 1: MERRY ENGLAND/JINNY BOBBIN/

GLASGOW LULLABY/BANKS OF THE LEA/
THE LOST SAILOR/RIPPLE AWAY.

f Side 2: WIVES SONGS/NO USE FOR HIM/
| POLLY PARKER/THE SUN AND THE MOON/
: THE LOW ROAD,

TRADITION

I like Pat Ryan's singing; her
powerful voice has always comple-
mented her intelligent choice of
song. To my surprise, when I
first put this record on, it
seemed almost too quiet (too many
electric bands?) but by side 2 I
L was hooked. It is ‘'moving on'
indeed with more emphasis on the
contemporary side of Pat's
4 repertoire, with musical arrange-
] ments by Chris (Strawhead)
Pollington played by Pat, Chris
and Chris Parkinson from Yorkshire
Relish,

In the main, the arrangements are

\ very good with most emphasis on

I Pat's guitar. I'm undecided about
'Ripple Away' where the synthesiser
ripples like mad - but as a single
it could well be a radio 2 hit.
'Polly Parker' is sung beautifully
unaccompanied and I particularly
like 'The Sun and the Moon',

r Technically, the recording is
excellent, including the multi-
tracking of Pat's voice. The

| front cover is unexciting but the

| reverse is excellent.

This record is recommended and I
hope it represents a further stage

in Pat's career. Tan US"S
: . —
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SIDMOUTH

3rd—10th August 1984

,
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with details of guests, prices, etc., send
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Festival Office, 19 The Knowle, Setn)
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Tel Sidmouth (03955) 5134
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ERIC BOGLE: SCRAPS OF PAPER,
PLANTLIFE PLR 046,

Side 1; SCRAPS OF PAPER/GOODBYE
LUCKY COUNTRY/A REASON FOR IT ALL/
OLD FRIENDS/SHININGRIVER.

Side 2: IF WISHES WERE FISHES/THE
OLD NUMBER TEN/THE BALLAD OF HENRY
HOLLOWAY/MY YOUNGEST SON CAME HOME
TODAY/BIG MANSION HOUSE/JUST NOT
COPING/HE'S NOBODY'S MOGGY NOW.

Last time I saw Eric was at Horwich
'82: the two most powerfwl mongs

on this record were the cornerstone
of his set. 'A Reason for it Al1l'
is about neglected old people in
large cities and effectively uses
John Munro's unusual light voice.
‘My Youngest Son Came Home Today'
is an immensely powerful but
deliberately neutral song on the
resulte of the intercommunity
strife in Ireland,

Of local intrest is 'The 01d
Number Ten', by Bernard Bolan,
which is about a pub in Ormskirk.
The title song 'Scraps of Paper'
springs from Eric's relationship
with his (recently dead) father.
This was perhaps written too soon:
emotion has yet to clarify into
shareable feelings. As usual, he
includes some lighter songs, but
'Nobody 's Moggy' is really too
lightweight to be on record.

As on tour, and on the previous
'Plain and Simple', Eric is
accompanied by the excellent John
Munro. Unfortunately, like 'Now
I'm Easy', this is originally a
Larrikin recording and the six
other musicians credited make it
overarranged to me. However, any
Bogle record is worth having and
I'd have bought it just for the
first two songs mentioned.

Tan Wells.

PYEWACKET: THE MAN IN THE MOON
DRINKS CLARET, FAMILIAR RECORDS.

Side 13 AMOROSO/HEY WE TO THE OTHER
WORLD/BEDLAM CITY/GRAYS INN MASKE/
TAM LIN/THE MERRY-GO-ROUND BROKE
DOWN.

Side 23 CE MOIS DE MAI/THE B. DE
B.s BORBORYGMI: THE BEAR DANCE/THE
WELL BELOW THE VALLEY/THE GREY

Al

COCK/DAN AND THE WOMBAT.

Constructive criticism as to the
quality of this recording was made
somewhat difficult since my copy
had begun to change into a plant
pot! Surface noise and concern
for my stylus made comment on the
first two tracks impossible.

The rest is a pot-pourri of song
and tunes. Some of the songs don't
come through too well due to over
emphasis on the instrumental
accompaniment - when will some of
these 'electric' folk groups
realise that the most important
feature of folk song is 'the words
of the song'?; anything in the way
of backing should be unobtrusive.
This 'over-arrangement' is

typified in their version of Tam
Lin which contains too much
‘Steeleye' treatment and not enough
satoryline.

The Grey Cock is much better in
terms of balance but again the
lyrics in my recording were lost

on occasion. Having heard an
original version from Mrs. Costello
at the Birmingham folk c¢lub named
after the song I think she too
would have appreciated this sens-
itive treatment of it,

Where the group really succeeds
with their particular brand of
music is in their amazing rendition
of a 'looney tune' called 'The
Merry-Go-Round Broke Down' which

is predominately 1930-ish and in
their tunes many of which they

have obviously substantively
researched. They seém particularly
fond of the form of dances called
branles which were originally
performed in the 15th Century,
although these tunes date from a
century later.

Overall a mixed bag and I don't
think it will improve with age;

not a true 'claret’' more a well-
made 'Vin de table'.

Derek Gifford.
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ALAN TAYLOR: "Circle Round Again"

Black Crow/205

The next time the topic of folk comey
up in general conversation and somebody
who doesn't know Martin Carthy from
Martin Simpson puts folk down as Moira
Anderson and real ale, slap this on the
deck and watch their eyes. Quite simply
this is a definitive album on which
Alan Taylor comes to terms with his
musical past. Everything that's been
in the cupbuard from his country days
right through to Cajun Moon is reass-
essed. He's pared down his sound to
just guitar and voice, (though Billy
Mitchell helps out on vocals too).
Before this I rated "The Traveller"
as the highest state of Alan Taylor's
art, but "Circle" (quite a good title
that, as a cumulative umberella), is
in everyway its equal. Maybe its wrong
of us to class this as folk, its just
plain good music, played superbly and
arranged with impeccable taste. In
the right situation this'll do more
than turn a few heads, it'll rearrange
ideas.

Simon Jones.

THE CLUSTER OF NUTS BAND:
"Fridge in the Fast Lane"
POKE Records/PRODOO1

Side 1: The Shuffle; Whale Catchers;
Beach House Boogie; Ned Kelly's
Letter; The Abram Circle Dance;
O'Neill's March.

Side 2: Souther Wind; Lord Phopington/

Hurlo Bacho; Alehouse Rock;
Kelvingrove; Queen's Jig;
Br. Syn.

I first came across this band in witty
ads. in Southern Rag: they claimed to
put the welly back into <ounty dance.
The record comes complete with humerocus
PR but no explanation for the unlikely
title. They describe themselves as

"a country dance band whose repertoire
consists mainly of English traditional
music presented in a rock setting".

They use keyboards and drums and indeed
sound like an electric dance band. The
tune sets are vigorous. The songs suffer
from one fault common to basically dance
bands: male instrumentalists who sing in
a nasal drone that reduces all songs to
the same three or four notes in a bored
legato. If they aren't interested
enough to sing it well, why should we
bother to listenv

To be fair, someone must like them: they
are supported by guest appearances by

Ian Telfer, John Adams and Cathy Iesurf
who provided the best vocal line. This
record is not for me but may be for you:
Shirley Collins said on Folk on 2 recently
that the next wave is electric dance bands.
If you agree, you might find this example
available in my club raffle.

Tan Wells.

THE OYSTER BAND: "Lie Back and think of
England"
PUKKA/YOPO4

The Press release says "the Oysters cons-
ider themselves strong (if not exclusive)
presenters of English music". The
parenthesis are not mine, but the state-
ment is debatable, to say the least.

Listening to the record reminded me of

an old theatrical adage:- "Give them a

good start, a good end and the middle will
look after itself", it might work in the
theatre or live concert but not on record.
If this sounds too damming and dismissive
read on. Generally everything is scund but
the excellence of certain tracks only
points up the mediocrity of others. Side
One contains two gems in "Waiting on Glory"
and "My Young Man". The first is rousing
and reminiscent of some of the Richard and
Linda Thompson work on "Hockey Pokey" while
the second bounces along with all the verve
and vitality it calls for in this particular
arrangement. The two musical tracks I
found dull and in places disjointed, never-
moreso than in the change from "Black Pig
Waltz" to "Port Arthur Stomp". "Green Bed"
and "Furge Field" are more than competent
arrangements of well known songs but have
not the sharpness and freshness of "Glory"
and "Young Man". Just as I was thinking,
'well it's alright but... along comes Side
Two with an absolute stunner. Certainly
the best recording I've heard of "Fanny
Blair" with the underlying horror and
tragedy of the story being beautifully
stated by the band supporting and adding to
John's excellent singing. "Stone Cutter Boy"
seems extraneous - the time taken up by it
could have been better used on the next
track "Sheepstealer". The change of rhythm
seems to have drawn the teeth from the song
and the harshness and bitterness inherent
in songs like this has been eroded. Cert-
ainly there is room for musical experiment
with this .track, but I don't feel the band
have gone far enough. "William Hall" is
Pleasant enough with the melodean lifting

the accompaniment when it is introduced,
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and "Think of England" could well be
ringing out in clubs up and down the
country with its eminently singable
chorus. Finally, "Micheal Turner's
Waltz" highlights what the band can do:
a lovely melody beautifully interpreted.
The sleeve notes credit Eddie Upton and
Vic Gamman - trust them to know a good-
un when they see it. All in all, a
bit like the curates egg: good in parts.
Specially noted is the singing of John
Jones: his diction is excellent although
I would have liked a bit more drama in
one or two tracks i.e. Green "Bed".
Hopefully, using Ian Telfer's words ,
"Everything will turn out fine". Its

a record that won't just be decoration
in my house.

Ian Woods

GEORDIE VINTAGE MUSIC HALL:
Various artists. FWM 102 (cassette only)

Side 1: Blaydon Races; In the Pa'anshop
Bleezin; Pitman & the Doctor;
Tyneside Soldier Song; Keep your
Feet still Geordie Hinny;
Cullercoats Fishwife.

Side 2: Neighbours Doon Below; Ha'ak's
Men; Tyneside Pcliceman; Orange
Lass; Wor Nannies a MaZzer;
Pitman's Wedding.

You will need an advance certificate in
"Larn Yersel' Geordie" to understand this
tape. The recitations are rattled off
at a speed that would make John Cooper-
Clarke proud. The recordings are extrem-
ely rare, dating from 1908 (4 tracks),
1929(4), 1931(1) and 1932(3). This
multiplies the problem. For the truly
determined there is a reward. This tape
gives a sense of cackling unstoppable
fast-witted energy, completely lacking

in modern singers (excepting Cosmotheka) .
In case your local shop does not stock
this tape, write to "North Tyneside Mem-
orial Church, North shields, NE30 2DL".

Ralph Stephen.

MARY BLACK: "Mary Black": Dara/002

gside 1: Rose of Allendale; Lovin' You;
Loving Hannah; My Donald;
Crusader.

side 2: Anachie Gordon; Home; God Bless
The Child; Rare's Hill.

This is a remarkable tape: it is offic-

jally her debut album but many artists 24 \yov.rfbd( on

would be happy to have produced this

much later in their career. Equally
remarkable - I actually find myself in
agreement with Colin Irwin about how gocd
Mary Black is. Mary is now singing with
De Danaan and is featured on their new

Lp but here she is principally supported
by musicians associated with Moving Hearts
and Planxty. Her voice is of great

purity and her musicianship is exceptional.

The range of songs is wide, all sung well,
and it is a reflection of my taste that I
prefer the folk songs to the pop/country
ones. She sings "Rose of Allendale"”

superbly and also "anachie Gordon" (learnt

from Shay). Owen Hand's anti-whaling

song "My Donald" works very well, while
Mick Hanley's "Crusader" is evocative but
opaqie, even with the words available on
the tape insert. The production is good
and the accompaniments well arranged and
played. My copy has been well played
already - I'll bet your's will be as well.

Ian Wells.
FLACO JIMENEZ: "Viva Sequin"
Rogue Records/FMSL 2003

T must confess to being very disappointed.
I had expected to hear and revel in the
sound that Flaco displayed so brightly

on Ry Cooder's "Chicken skin", but instead

T endured twelve tracks of steady thump,
enhanced only by a few bars of the man at
his best. Four people listening to the

record at various times confessed to being

bored, and three of them are musicians't
If you are a budding melodeon player then
the record will be of use in picking up
one or two ideas. 1f, however you want
a record of Tejano music, you had better

follow Ian Anderson's advice on the sleeve-

notes. Ian is well known for his wide
taste and for introducing foreign music
tq the somewhat parochial folk-scene, but
unfor tunately this one just doesn't work.

perhaps next time. Ton Aeeds
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" THE SWEET FOLK ALL
AGENCY IS BACK
...AND IN A NEW HOME!

Sole Representation for:-
MR. SMITH
DEREK BRIMSTONE
JIM COUZA
SAFFRON SUMMERFIELD
WILD OATS
DON SHEPHERD

JOE STEAD

TUNDRA

To book contact

SWEET FOLK ALL
104 Charlton Lane, Charlton, SE.7.
Tel: 01 858 0366

{also the new home for
Sweet Folk All Recordings and
Greenwich Village Records)
Licensed by the Department of Employment.

'newsletter'

The BEST FOLK
in the NORTH~WEST

¢ Articles,Letters,Reviews,

°* Songs,Dance,Club Dates.

PUBLISHED: DEC/JAN, FEB/ MAR,

- MAYJUN/AUG, SEPT/NOV
COPY DATE:25thOct. for Dec/Jan,etc
ADVERTISINES RATES:

Camera Ready £16/Ad4pg, Other £24,

: (& Pro Rata for1/2 1/4 81/8)
SUBSCRIPTIONS: |ADVERTISING PrePaid)
£1.90 for 5 issues |& EDITORIAL

From: Pete Rimmer, [ Toz Migel Firth
“he 6,Burlington Rd, ! 3 ; Tel. No.:
To: e Southport, | Beraoenford D, wica

NWEFC. Merseyside,PR8 4RX | Wigan,WN5 8Ju 215621

has a new album out called

red shoes on my feet...

available by post £4.75(inc)
for albums & bookings

contact
37 Hartburn Court, Acklan,

Middlesbrough  Tej.0642 822038

THE TACKLERS
present 12 inches of

'HELLO FRIEND’

WE GOARARTEE
You can AFForD es '

Q®awn

Blackburn 67479l

1l

THE FOLK MAGAZINE

England’s top folk quarterly is packed
with interviews, features, letters, nmews,
ads, the legendary Borfolk and the most
comprehensive folk album review coverage.
Now A4 size.

One year subscription in the U.K. £2.40, or
sample copy only 60p inc p&p, from
Southern Rag, 2 Eastdale, East St., Famham,

Surrey.
25




RECORDREVIEWSRECORDREVI EWSRECO

"CRAIGIE DHU", DOUGIE MaCLEAN,
DUNKELD RECORDS (DUN 001)

Side A. Gin I were a Baron's heir,
Ready for the storm, It was A' for
our rightful King, High flying
Seagull, Edmonton Airbus/Craigie Dhu.

Side B. Bonnie Bessie Logan, Seanair's
Song, It fascinates me, Tulloch Gorum,
Caledonia.

Available solely from, Dougie MaClean,
Craigie Dhu, Cardney, Dunkeld,
Perthshire. Price £5 (Inc. P & P).

This is a new venture for Dougie, his
own record label and part self
produced album,

Anyone who has seen Dougie knows only
too well of his song writing ability,
coupled with a mixture of Scots
traditional songs. This album contains
a brilliant blend of both.

Dougie is at his best with gentle
romantic songs and this is perfectly
displayed in "Seanair's Song'" a
magterpiece which evokes memories of
the beautiful West Highlands of
Scotland. This album is well recorded,
with none of the over production that
Dougie's last album on plant life
seemed to suffer froue.

There is only one track repeated Irom
his previous albums, "Caledonia', and
this song will always stand up to the
ravages of time. For anyone who
appreciates the more gentle side of
folk music, where the interest is held
not only by the melody but by the words
as well, then you can be sure that this
album will not disappoint youe

Geoffrey Peters.

THE DRUNKEN SATILOR AND OTHER KIDS SONGS
Tim iart and Friends. WMFP 41 56351,

Side l. Cver the Hills and far away,/h
Fox Jjumped up/Clementine/I.ree Jolly
Rogues of Lynn/ Mo killed cock robin?/
Coclilez & Mussels/Hush Little labye

Side 2. What shall we do with the drunken
Sailor/The Riddle Song/Michael Finnigan/

Widdicombe Fair/Froggy's Courting/Curly
locks.

Steeley Span have changed their name to
"T'im Hart and Friends'". This is their

second platter under this name - the first
was "My very favourite Nursery Rhyme
Record". It's a real treat to hear Maddy
Prior double-tracking again and tasteful
rock treatments of traditional S0NgSe
Brian Golbey does great Johnny Cash
imitations and Dave Spillane's euillian
pipes bring extra colour to the :
arrangements. Rick Kemp is on bass, and
Melanie Harold and Andy Richard seem to be
well established in this crew.
Mysteriously Bob Johnson is missinge.
Thoroughly recommended for the young at
heart.

Ralph Stephen

"EVEN A GREY DAY"
Flying Fish FF280

TrackssEven a Grey Day/I give you the morn-
ing/The love of loving you/When Annie taok
me home/Dance in the Shadow;/hnnie's goin
to sing her song/Carrymeela/Outward bound
Wish I had a troubadour/Hold on to me,bdbe/
The last thing on my mind.

Although T've always enjoyed the songs of
Tom Paxton,I've found his records generally
disappointing; the beauty & simpliocity of
the lyrics losing their impact through over
production.At last here is an album that
allows Tom's lyrics to stand up for them—
selves.Acoompaniment by Tom on Guitar &
Dave Bromberg(guitar,dobrodmandolin)is
gsensitive & competant without ever being
intrusive.

Tom Paxton

The album itself is a mix of new songs &
old favourites,without a bad one amongst
them,and to pick out one that stands out
is impossible.Personally,I enjoyed the
title track and the "love of loving you"s
but even "The last thing on my mind" gets
a new lease of life.Overall, a very beaut-
iful record.If you buy only Tom Paxton
album, this is the onej even if you have
other recordings of the old songs,these
new versions are worthy of a place in any
solleoction.

The only snag is that its only available
on import(no UK release for 6 months).
However 1f you can't find a copy in your
local import shop,it is available from
Mike's Country Music Room,18,Hilton Ave.,
Aberdeen,Scotland,The price is £5.75 plus
75p post & packing.
Dave Hurst

FEDERATION PAGE

Newgletter Rditor
Minute Secretary
Membership Secretary

Youth Organiser

Wigel Firth

Martin Critchley

3 Cromford Drive,Pemberton.Wigan.

57 Bridgewater Rd.Walkden.Manchester

OFFICER NANE ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Chairman Tan Wells 62 Sydney Ave. Hesketh Bank. 077 473 3267
Treasurer Jenny Smith so7, Eh{/(ﬁm] Pp/,’ Preg o 0772 729737

0942 215621

061 799 5108

THE AIM OF THE FEDZRATION

1. The 'block boocking' of artists for tours.

2. Joint Publieity of the liember Clubs.

3. The general support of the liember Clubs.

4. The joint orgunisation of concerts and ceilidhs within our area.
5. The support of Festival Organisers within our ared.,

6. The organisation of events to attrazct under 18s to Folk lusioc.

The NMember Clubs

Shall be the promotion of Folk lMusic in the lorth-West byi—

FOLK CLUB TIMES OF ADDRESS ORGAIISER PRGAHISER'S
START ' PIIONE _NO,
SUNDAY
George & Dragon 8.30pm. George & Dragon, Hain St. Billinge Bernie Forkin 0744 53058
Leigh 8.00 p.m.|The Courts Hotel, Church Sf. Leigh Jacqueline Vhite [0942 678758
Poynton 8.00 p.m.|Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Toynton Eric Brock 0625 872626
Rainford 8.15 p.m, |Golden Lion Hotel, Hainford Bob Leeming 0744 88 3424
Rave On 8.30 p.n.|SGrosvenor Hoving Club, The Groves. Chester Dave Russell 097 723 1979
MONDAY
Leyland Horris 7+30 pem.f3t. iLnne's School, Slater Lane, Leyland Mike Cowburn 07744 53096
Pregton 8.15 p.u. |[Lamb Hotel, Church St. Preston Bob Twisse 0254 21594
Poynton 8.00 p.m.|Poynton Folk Cenire, Pur Lane, Poynton Eric Brock 0625 872626
The Triton 8.00 p.m.|The Priton Hotel, Purudise St. Liverpool Doreen Rickart 051 227 3911
x 448 (work)
TUSSDAY
Blackpool 8.00 p.m.fKings Arms Hotel, Talbot lid. Blackpool. Pete Nodger 0253 56290
Silver Birch 8.15 pem.|Silver Birch Inn, Birchwood Centre (Car Pk 4)Warrington Loira Hindley 0925 36535
WEDNESDAY
Belle Green 8.30 pum.jPrince of Wales, Belle Green Lupe. Ince. Nr.Wigan Steve Eckersley (0942 677955
Rihg O'Bells 8.00 p.m.f{Ring 0'Bells. Pit Lane, Widnes Jean Vlrigley 051 424 1878
The Met. 8.00 p.m.[Catholic lletropolitan Club. 6la Bold St. Liverpool Reg Andrew 051 708 6409
Thite Swan 8.00 p..ie|White Swan, Green St. Fallowfield. Hlauchester Anne liorris 061 881 8294
THURSDAY
Fernhurst 8.30 pu.m.{Fernhurst Hotel. Boltor Rd. Ewood. Blackburn Ron Crane 0254 40347
Fleetwood 8.15 pei.florth Buston Hotel, Fleetwood. (usu. Vantoni Room) Ron Baxter 03917 78606
Hooligans 8430 p.n.|Llindir Inn, Henllan (Hr.Denbigh) Howard Hadwin 074 571 2640
Poynton 8.00 p.m. fPoynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton Eric Brock 0625 872626
Wigan 8.15 pum. [Park Hotel, Mzrket Sgure, Wigan (alternate weeks) ann Blackburn 0242 863389
Two Tubs 8. 30pm  |Twe Tubs,The Wyld,Bury(adjacent to Parish Ghwrch) Moira Woodcock 061 723 1979
TRIDAY Fiias
0ld Ship 8.30 p.m. J0ld Ship, Eastbank St. Southport Ian Wells 077 473 3267
Bee 8.30 p.m. |Bee Hotel, Bodfer St. Rhyl Dave Costello 0745 32488
Newcastle 8.00 p.m.}Pack Horse, Station St. Tongport. Stoke—on-Trent Jason Hill 0782 813401
Roebuck 8.30 p.m, [Roebuck Hotel, Le land Liz Sudell 0772 732660
Northwich 8430 pem.|The Coachman, lartford, Werthwich Sean Boyle 0606 44361
Kingsway 8.30 pem.Wallasey Mancr Tennis Club. Kingsway. Wallasey Arthur ilarshall 051 630 4239
SATURDAY
Bury 8.30 pu.m, |The Hapier, Bolton St. Bury. S%e Cleggs 0706 841859
Brewery 8.30 p.m. [Brewery Arts Centre, 122a Highgate, Kendal.(cccasiona ly)Neil Johnson 0539 25133
Tom'Hglltse Varies Various Events in Liverpool and bhe Wirral Geoff Dormand 051 639 79?8
Poynton 8.0C p.m, fPoynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton. Eric Brock 0625 872626

27
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Rapper Tournament
TICKETS ON.THE DOOR

- TICKETS -
.n*.

Available in three areas of the hall

BALCONY — upstairs numbered
seats

STAGE — improved tiering and
numbered

DOWNSTAIRS — among the
performers. SEAT not guaranteed

From:-
JOHN and LESLEY SHAW

51 TOTON LANE,
STAPLEFORD, NOTTS. NG9 7HB
Tel: SANDIACRE 392014

PLEASE — cheques payable to

DANCING ENGLAND and send
S.AE

BUY 10 GET
ONE FREE!
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