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WELCOME to another Newsletter,and I

have to apologise that this issue is
not as prampt as you will have been

used to recently,but Christmas & New
Year make for a rather late start in
the preparation of the Newsletter.

LET ME firast of all draw your attention
to one or two of the features you oan
find in this issue.Brian Peters offers
his views on the Folk Scene in his
Personal View on pages 6 & T,and this
is a good follow-up to previous .
articles that we have featured.What's
all this Dancing About’ returns this
issue,while BernieiForkin offers an
intriguing view of Lancashire's Sport-
ing Shades. (see pages 16/17)

YOU WILL RECALL that I've made several
requests for help over the past few
issues,and this one is no exception I
I beleive that I have found an artist,
but if anyone else can help in this
department,please get in touch.This
brings me to the specific request for
help,which is in the distribution and
in the advertising field.I have of
course got Bill Derbyshire who is a
very great help in the distribution
side,but T need someone to take charge
of all of this,including keeping a
record of which clubs have how many
magazines,and whether they've paid for

N.B. CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT
ISSUE (APR-MAY) IS FEBRUARY 25tk

OUT & ABOUT ceccessses 3
CLUB NEWS s0secsscscas
CLUB OF THE MONTH e¢see 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 10
CONCERT REVIEW sesvecsce 11
A TIME FOR SINGING sees 12

them or not.As regards advertsing,we need
someone to® push this,so we can increase
our advertising revenue as part of an
attempt to improve the quality of the

magazine.In each case,get in touch with

me on Wigan 215621.

YOU WILL SEE from the list of radio
programmes in Out & About,that Folk Music
is once again getting a pretiy raw deal,
especially if you compare Country Musie
coverage.Most stations seem to have -
gome 2-3 hours of Country Music compared

with O-1 hour for our own indigenous Falk

Musiic. There's a good reason of course-
listener response - they get far more
letters for the Country Music Frogrammes,
and assume that this is proportional to
the size of the audience.The answer,I'm
afraid is in your hands - write to those
programmes that exist,and where there is
no programme,write asking for one

FINALLY, I must thank everyone who helps
to make this possible - especially to my
typists Elaine Derbyshire,Chris Roach,
Angela Forkinimy distributors Pete Rimmer

and Bill DerbyshirejIan Wells for colleot-

ing club dates for me.I'd also like to
thank all those contributing ar¥icles to
this issue despite Christmas.

I HOPE we'll see all of you again in
March,when the April-May issue is to

be published. L 7
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THE TWELFTH POYNTON Tolk Festival will take place
over Baster weekend (20-22nd April) and will have the
usual mix of singarounis,concerts;workshops,craft fair
childrens events, jam sessions.There will be a wide
range of artists,most of which have as yet to be
finally confirmed,but the probable list iss

Vin Garbutt,Charley Yarwood,Fat Ryan,Regalia,Ples B,
Joe Beard,Brenda & Frank Baldwin,The Hughes Brothers,
Portway Pedlars,Owen Lewiss,Flash Company,Graham Meek,
Angus Russell,Sam Sheery.

A finalised 1list will appear in the next issue,but I
can tell you that tickets will be the same as last
year — Weckend £8.50 (£7.50 advance),Children £3.00
(£1.50 advance); Friday £2; Saturday or Sunday £4.50.
For more details or tickets write,enclosing an SAE
4o Folk Feetival,Folk Centre,Park Lane,Poynton.

THE NATTIONAL FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL is back again thais
year after an all too long absence.It is to be held
at Sutton Bommington Agricultural College near
Loughborough over the weekend of April 13-15th 1984,
The guest list is too extensive %o list in full here,
but here is a .selection i

Alistair Anderson,Peter Bellamy,Johnny Cgllbns,

Roy Harris,Martin Carthy,Fred Jordan,Jim Mageean,
Ramgbottom,Tan Woods,Charley Yarwood,Packie Byrne.
Tickets are £14.00 for the weelend,or £3.50 for
Iriday;£7.50 for Saturday 3 £4.00 for Sunday —session
tickets are also availabls.Camping facilities with
Showers & adjacent to main venue is available,or you
ocan stay at the college for £21.00 Bad & Breskfast,or
£33,00 full board.There are discounts for early
booking, for children(mostly half price) and for EFDSS
members. For further information or tickets write to
John Heydon,National Follk Music Festival,5,Church S5t.,
Aylesbury,Buéks (SAE please).See also advert(back page)

NORTHWICH FOLK FESTIVAL is definitely going ahead
over the weekend of 22/23/24 June 198431've no guest
or other details to hand at present,but I hope to
give more information next issue.

SOUTHPORT ARTS CENTRE,Lord St.,5outhport have a
Festival of Folk Music over the weekend of 9th-1l1lth
Februaryseach of the concerts starting at Spm.On
Thursday 9th is 'Music of the Andes',traditional music
from PerujFriday 10th is 'The Yetties'(nmed I say more)
while Saturday 11th is "The Battlefield Band',one of
Sootland's premier Electiic Folk Bands,Tickets for any
one concert are £2.50 from The Box Office,Arts Centre,
Lord St., Southport (SAE please) or phone 0704 40011.

BUTLINS are presenting a Spring Special Folk Scene
over the period 24-27th April 1984 which will feature
some of the best including Brass Monkey,Bill Caddick
Roaring Jelly,Chraley Yarwood to name but a few.There
are to be concerts,crafts,workshops,sword & morris
dencing,social dancing & other activities.For more
information write to Festival Office,Head Office,
Butlin'a,Bogior Regis ,West Sussex Tel 0243 820202.
In case you hadn't noticed it is at Bognor Regis,

and the usual range of accomodation bs available.

RADIO DETAILSS
FOLK PROGRAMMES O NATIONAL & IOCAL RADIO:-

BBC Radio 2: Saturday 6.00-7.00pm,repeat Tuesday 3 am
330m (not on VIF)

Radio Merseyside t Tuesdays 6.30-7.00pm,repeat Sat.6.30pm
202m (95.1 VHF) 051 708 5500

Picoadilly Radio : Sundays c. 9. 30=11.00pm
261lm (97.0 VOF) 061 236 9913

Radio Lancashire : 'Sounds Local' Sundays 11.05-11.35am
351m (96.4 VHF) contact Simon Johnson 0254 62411

Radio Manchester : Folk Diary after 6pm News Fridays
206m (95.1 VHF) consact Cathy Dixon 061 228 3434

Red Rose Radio,Radio City have no folk programme.

THERE IS TO BE another Ceilidh at St.Maries Social
Centre,Preston Rd.,Standish,Wigan on Friday March 2nd
from 7.30pm.It will feature the Riot Band and Boltons
Rumworth Morris and tickets are only £1.50 fronm
T,Dann (Standish 424317) or J.Moodie (Standish 426768)

THE LICENSEE OF the Springfield Hotel (springfield Rd.,
Wigan),Walt:Hall has just orgenised a folk night to
raise funde for the BBC Children in Need Appeal.

Local folk groups gave their services free of charge so
that money could be raised for this worthy causegand
the licensee gave a hamper of food to be raffled during
the evening.

ADVANCE NOTICE of An evening of Folk Musioc on behalf

of Christian Aid on Saturday May 19th at Tarleton Chmrch
of England School Hall.There will be a bar,and the
oonoert will feature looal eingers § Tickets and full
details from Ian Wells (077 473 3267).

THE SIXTH EDINBURGH Folk Festival takes place over the
period Friday 6th to Sunday 15th April ,end will as
last year have a competition for Folk Groups together
with over 200 events.I've no details of guests,but you
can obtain more details from:Edinbugh Folk Fest.,
Palace Office Sultes,Castle St.,Bdinburgh EH2 3AH (SAE)

THE EUROPEAN CENTRE for Folk Studies is an organisation
which is interested in gathering & exchanging
information with orgenisations and societ#les throughout
Europe concerned with Folk Culture.It was recently
opened to the public and has & library and display area
for posters & leaflets,Exhibitions are run on & regular
basis - recent ones have inoluded the Chronicles of
King Arthur,Welghts & Measures,Local Crafts.The oentre
is on East Street,Llangollen,Clwyd where you can write
for further information (SAE please) or call in.
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IAN WOODS tells me that he iz getting toge-
ther with Electropathic Battery Band to
present a day of Folk Mueio,Song & Dance in
the village of Moore.Guests will includs
Portway Pedlars and Old Moat Rapper,and it-
#ill %ake place .on Saturday,April 28th.For
more details,contact Ian on Moore 422




ONCE AGAIN , we are able to start with some good news,
as there are three new clubs joining the Federation
aince the last issues

MAWDESIEY FOLK CLUB meet at the Black Bull,Mawdesley
on the Tirst Thursday of the month,starting at 8pm
(not 8.30 as in clubs list).The olub started on
December lst,and has proved to be very popular,all hut
f£illing the room on both occasions so far.Derek
Gifford is running the clubyand you can contact him
on Rufford 822574.

THE HORWICH FOLK CLUB meet on Mondays at 8.15pm

at the Crown Hotel in Horwich.The club has been run-
ning for a number of years ,and their resident is
now Joyce Riding,who also helps to run the club,
aleng with Sue Grills,who you can contact on Horwioh
691430.They have a guest once a month,and the
remaining evenings are singers' nights.

ANOTHER CLUB' that has besn running for some time is
the STAR Folk Club whioh meets at the Star Inn,

Back Hope Street,Salford on Wednesdays at 8. 30pm.
The organiser of the olub is Martin Gilttins,and you
telephone him on 061 205 3680 for more details of the
club.

DATES FOR THE ABOVE c¢lubs will be found on the centre
pages (14 & 15) in the olub calendar.

NOT SUCH GOOD NEWS about Rainford Folk Club who are
temporarily closed,but hope to reopen before too
long,although whether-at the same or a new venue isn'%
clear at present.For the latest situation,phone

Bob Leeming on Rainford 3424.
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THH BELLEZ GREEN FOLK CLUB recently held a songwriting
contest which attracted 21 entries (and a full housel)
The contest was judged by Bram Taylor ,the well-
known local singer,and Nigel Firth (newsletter Edidor),
who both expressed the view that the standard was
extremely high and picking the winner & runner-up
had been a very difficult task.The winning song will
be published in the next issue,and the runners-up in
future iscues gometime this year.Resultss
Hinner — 'No Storm lasts forever' by Ken Pearson
Joint ) = 'Anniversary of the Massacre at
Runnsrs-up) Peterloo 1819' by Alice Hilton
'"The Pheasant Plucker’ by Joan Blackburn
The winner received a trophy and £15,whilst the runners-
up each got a trophy and share the £5 prize money.

BETORE YOU VISIT the 0ld Ship Folk Club in Southport,
it would be advisable to 'phone the orgeniser,Ian
Wells on OT7 473 3267.The original intention was to
run Folk in the Bar nights and Singers' Nightis on
alternate weeks,but recent attendances and the lack
of interest generated by the Folk in the Bar nights
has put the idea in some doubt.I am told its very
unlikely that the olub will close,but the format

apd regularility may change.

THE MET. FOLK CLUB are still disposessed at the time
of golng to press,so if you know of any suitable
venues in the Liverpool area,please contact Reg Andrew
on 051 708 6409.

AS FAR AS I KNOK,there are no other changes of venue,
organiser or night since the last issue.

GEOFF DORMAND tells me that bhe has two speolal concerts
coming up shortly,both in the Wirral.The first of

these is on Sunday Pebruary 26+th at 8. 30pm and

features MARTIN CARTHY.This is to be at the Belgravia
Hotel,Wellington Rd.,New Brighton.The second of theme

. is on Monday April 2nd at 8pm and features Richerd

Thompeon with support Dab Hand.This will cost £3.00
and is to be at the Hotel Viotoria,Alblon St.,
adjacent to New Brighton Station and the concert will
finish at 10.30,whilst the trains are still running.
For more information about either of theme events,
please get in touch with Geoff on 051 639 7928,

ADVANCE NOTICE of some forthcoming attractions at some
of the membexr clubs

White Swan,Wednesday April 4th - Roaring Jelly
Northwich,Priday April 6th - Phil & John Curmingham
Rave=On ,Sunday April 8th - Phil & John Cunningham
Two Tubs ,Thursday April 19th - Packle Byrne

White Swan,Wednesday April 25th - Fred Jordan
Leigh ySunday April 29th - Elecampagne

These dates and a full set for the other oclubs will
of course be in the next Newsletter.

THE FERNHURST FOLX CLUB who meet at the Fernhursat
Hotel,Bolton Road,Bwood,Blackburn on Thursday

evenings tell me that they are not getting as many
singers as they would like on Singsra' Nights.So if
you sing and find yourself with a free Thursday,why
not try and get along there & give a helping hend ?
The residents of the olub by the way are now Hon Crane
and Bob Holden,and you'll find they have singers'
nights alternate weeks(Ses olub ocalendar for details)
For more information oontsoct Ron Crane on 0254 40347.

ONE OR TWO SPECIAL NIGHTS I should perhaps draw to
Jour attentions

Martin Carthy is in the area in early February,sc
look out for him at one of your local clubs.

DAB HAND,who are Tom MoConville,Jez Lowe & Tom Napper
are on tour in early March,and should be well worth
going along to mee at ons of the oluba,

STEELEYE SPAN are in concert at the South Lakeland
Leisure Centre on Thursday March 15th starting at
8. 30pm.The event is run by the Brewery Arts Centre
in Kendal,and tioketis are £4.00 .Book Nowl
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After various venues and low attendences
due to the general '"IFolk Recession' of
recent years,Preston Folk Club is not
only thriving again back in its birth-
place,but if anything,is still on the
upsurge.No little credit is due to the
club's present organiser,Rob Twisse,
whose enthusiasm is infectious to 'old
faithfuls'! and newcomers alike.

Rob is the successor to such stalwarts
of the Lancashire Folk Scene as Hrilan
Dewhurst and Lerek Harrison.The new
successful formula,mainly instigated
by the redoubtable Mr., Twisse on his
takeover is to have & monthly guest,
either upstairs in the traditional
folk club setting or downstairs in the
public bar,depending on the demands
ofvthe performers' music.Recent examples
are Strawhead,downstairs and Martin
Carthy,upstairs - it works!

The remaining Monday evenings are

held in the public bar (free admission,
but donations welcomed) and take the
form of a singaround.Despite the

obvious criticisms that holding a folk
¢lub in potentially disorderly surroun-
dings inevitably bring,customers using
the bar are generally considerate
towards the performers so they can be
heard and receive genuinely appreciative

applause.This,I think,serves two
purposes,one it creates a relaxed atmos-—
phere in which the less accomplished
performers are more likely to sing

and secondly,it broadcasts folk music

to a wider audience unlike the very
insular music sessions found here and
there in pubs.

The music heard each Monday is a
prleasant and varied programme inciuding
Irish ,English & Scots traditional tunes
intermingled with absolutely anything
from ragtime to renaissance.Songs are
traditional,contemporary,ballads,chorus
accompanied and unaccompanied.With
principal contributors like Tom Walsh
and Hugh O'Donnell the music ig of a
consistently high standard,although
everyone is important - musiocian,singer
and audience alike,

The instruments regularly heard at
the club like a music catalogues
Accordians,fiddles,guitars,melodeons,
whistles,concertinas,mandolins,

.euilian pipes,flutes,recorders - the

list is endless ¢

If you haven't already Preston's Musio
Pub (The Lamb,Church Street) on a
Monday Night,then please do,Ithink
you'll agree its very good ¢

MARTIN ELLISON

Note- For more information about the
club,please contact Rob Twisse on
0254 21594
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Want to know what's happening?
England's top national folk quarterly
is crammed with interviews, features,
letters, news, opinion, the most com-
prehensive folk album review coverage,
and the most effective folk advertising.
Over 10,000 readers world-wide;
supported by the Arts Council Of
Great Britain. No SR? - No
Comment!

One year subscription £3.00 (U.K.).
Sample copy 75p inc. p.&p. from
Southern Rag, 2 Eastdale, East Street,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7TB.
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Interviews with HowARD EVANS
and PYEWACKETT

News & Reviews - Issue bo issue -

i =PLUS =

THEe HAMMER, puu.cnmﬁlk
STRIKES AGAIN -

{ issve - BSp inc. B
Al S LowEN JONES

New Woys, 19 The Gardens, Monmsuth,
Guent, NP5 3HF.
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Halifax 822413 Siadunan
2| Halifax Road, Ripponden, W.Yorks HX6 4AH

Tel




PERBONAL VIEW:

A Plea for the Folk Club

The Autumn issue of Newsletter
contained several thought-provoking
articles and letters. I should
like to draw on the contributions
of Mark Dowding, Alan J. Smith,
Arthur Marshall and Ian Wells, in
an attempt to identify some of the
problems facing the folk scene and
to discuss its future direction.

As Mark Dowding says, everyone is
moaning about the state of the

folk clubs, and indeed in my own
travels I've come upon more than a
few in serious or terminal decline.
Without being complacent, I think
we should remember that many other
forms of entertainment (e.g. soccer,
cinema) are astruggling to survive
the effectas of recession combined
with unprecedentedé competition

from armchair entertainment - videos
as well as TV, So let's not blame
everything on the clubs and perf-
ormers.

How can we fight back? Arthur
Marshall's letter addresses the
main issues what makes a folk club?
What indeed constitutes "folk"?

An uninitiated newcomer to a local
singaround recently asked us to
define "folk song" (a miners'
strike song from the thirties was
obviously not what he'd been
expecting). After fruitless att-
empts to explain why it's imposs-
ible to draw a sharp distinction
between "traditional” and "cont-
emporary" song, we had to rssort
to definitions based on the con-
text in which the music is perfor-
med. I suggest that informality,
feedback from and participation by
the audience are essential elements
of folk song and music, and provide
a more useful definition than
attempts to pigeon-hole the music
itself. I am not advocating a
poliey of "anything goes" - songs
written specifically for the mass
market, can add spice to a folk
evening but soon become tedious if
overdone. The factor uniting
traditional, industrial and much
contemporary follk song material is
that they were composed for per-
formance to a limited peer group
in an informal setting. Closing
the gap between performer and
audience, ultimately making the

two interchangeable, maintains the
gspirit of the traditon now that
oral transmission - once an essen-
tial part of the folk proceass =
has been largely superceded by mass
communication. The "folk concert"
in a large hall falls outside my
definition; I am aware that such
concerts have wide appeal, but I
prefer to regard them as an intro-
duction to the real thing rather
than the ultimate in folk enter-
tainment.

This brings in Ian Wells, echoing
the viewe of many of us who have
heard talented artistes' perfor-
mances ruined by excessive volume,
incompetant sound balancing or an
unsuitable P.A. syatem. Ian's

final point is the moast telling:

why use a P.A. at all? Moat folk
acts, excepting quasi-rock bands,
sound better unamplified-in a

sweaty club room than when projected
by banks of speakers into a vast,
echoing cavern. As a performer, I
find that singing and playing to a
gaggle. of microphones cramps my
style severely. It's also noticable
that audiences are less attentive

to amplified music.

So why large halls and P.A. systems?
Our old friends "Market Forces",

of course = Bigger halls mean bigger
audiences which in turn means bigger
payouts. Anyone who has worked the
folk clubs knows that the remuner-
ation won't make millionaires of
them, and I can appreciate Alan
Smith's analysis of the squeeze on
the full-time professional. The
folk scene-doesn't exist to provide
gsingers with a living, but on the
other hand it cannot afford to lose
their talents. So wht's to be done
- raise club admission charges?
Tricky; we don't want folk to bec=-
ome. the preserve of the affluent,
nor to discourage customers. I
detect some consumer resistance to
higher charges, even though they
have not kept pace with inflation
and are pretty competitive with,
gay, a cinema seat or a square yard
of terracing on the Stretford End.

Folk clubs are thus torn between
the needs to pay their guests
reasonably, to keep prices down and
attendances upe..

Financial strin-j?)

Personal View(contd)

gency has had thewwlcome effect of
encouraging informal, free singers'
clubs, but to fill the gap between
these and the concerts we must

retain clubs which can present both

singers' nights and gueast nights
featuring a range of performers
frem the up-and-coming local songer
to the top names, while preserving
an intimate atmosphere. Such clubs
still flourish in places, but they
are being squeezed even further by
insidious competition from another
form of "armchair" entertainment:
the folk festival. These events
have mushroomed absurdly over the
paat few years, and are now satur-
ating the market. No wonder the
attendance at Northwich was poor -
there were three other festivals
the same weekend! TFestivala can be
great - you meet people from all

over the place and there are usually

plenty of participatory events such
a8 singarounds and workshops. What
worries me is that a galaxy of
major acts can be seen at cut price
without the listener needing to
stagger more than a few paces the
entire weekend.

club on a wet winter's night to see
‘an act they've already seen during
the summer performing broadly the
same material. So perhaps we could
do with fewer festivals - and why
not give them more of a local
flavour instead of booking the same
0ld national names every time?

Spoiling the punters
in this way will only make them more
reluctant to turn out at their local

DISPLAY ADS

ARE "ACCEPITD AT THE FOLLOWING RATES:

"Camera Ready" Other

1/8 page £2,00 £3.00
% page £4.,00 £6,00
% page £8.00 £12.00

1 page £16,00 £22,00

(advert sizes on request)

Discounts are available for adverts
booked Bor a number of issues,and also
for member clubs.Note that "Camera
Ready" megns just that to qualify for
the lower rate.Copy must now be
pre-paid for each issue.Send to

Jir_:‘r."d:i,“l!:,orj_.&_gﬂ. Address{cheques to NWFFC)

The problems I've considered here
suggeat that the folk club as we
know it will have to be defended to
survive., More publicity and better
organization will help. "Perform"
is to be welcomed as a ginger group,
but its organizational flair seems
at present to be directed towards
concert=style events.

suggestions also deserve consider-
ation. Like Mark, I am often

irritated by poor organization and
timekeeping in clubs, although I
wouldn't like to see his approach
taken to extremes, with klaxons
blaring to signal the end of each
floor spot, etc.. The fudamental
issue, though, is that of our
priorities. I believe that if we
allow the folk club to be replaced
by the concert and the festival,
then "folk" will have lost that
which sets it apart from other
types of music, and become no more
than a collection of pretty
melodies and idiosyncratic lyrics.

For

Araditional ’25071&)95 & Uune®
With
®uitar, Bouxouki , Fiodle
Lecordion, doncertina
‘& JBodhran

Mark Dowding's




SONG EXCHANGE [3%y)¢

Conducted by JOAN BLACKBURN

If you want the words, music and/or chords of a song, write
in to "Song Exchange", c¢/o Joan Blackburn, 4 Rosewood Close,
Abram, near Wigan, Lancs, WN2 5XT. Readers!' replies should be
directed to the same address.

BROADFOLK

Recipe for killing off broadcast folk
' music: take an Cutside Broadcast team who
‘ may be good at Royal occasions or football
maktches but know little and care even less
‘ about any sort of music: take them to a

THANKS to Ian Wells for a copy of the index pages of Stan Hugill's festival that has lots of borderline
"Songs of the Sea", which will duly be added to the computer artists. Ignore what's actually happening
catalogue., i i and just shoot your preconceived ideas of
what ought to be good: concentrate on the
jokey bhits: edit with a hatchet but make
sure to start each programme with end of

I'm including a seasonal song this issue. Candlemas Eve falls on
February 1st., The words were written by one Robert Herrick, and
the tune is from an o0ld church-gallery book, discovered by the

|
: _ i set type songs and finally hope no one
Rev, L,J.T. Darwall. ' notices your name on the credits. Well, Soldier used sections of ballads (without
N that's my jaundiced view of Sussex Folk = crediting Roy Palmer's research in 'Gon
CANDLEMAS EVE Plus Jamboree. The title was enough to for a Soldier'). :
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_ = Tarleton's Jig on 'Pause for Thousht! and the Radio Times. -
3 -k G 5 Ce_ Lkec's Eve ap - peat. : e . .
ete Un- kil Ehe dan tng Eas-ter Day, Cr Eag-kec's Eve ap - pa Radio 2. Mike Harding and Roaring Jelly Sadie Jienpashive's ’lLancashire DefE® ll
on R Lk's Christmas Day entertainment; The I eettline down to thE third, Sunday H
; ' ;PlngerlenlYork at mldnlght (BBC 1). in each month (11.00am) with a Friday
1. Down with the rosemary and bays, 2. Then youthful box, which now g anie Jelly 8ie Fhe musie for g Gh 3+30 repeat. They are revamping their |
Down with the mistletoe; hath grace documentary on seaside vostcards (nudge, song contest = still time to enter this ‘
Instead of holly, now upraise Your houses to renew. - nudg‘e.a)‘. Whilst another on Gypsies featured year! Phe producer, Simon Johnson,
The greener box, for show, Grown old, surrender must his traditional and contemporary gypsy music - also did an excellent special with
The holly hitherto did sway: place : but only in the continental varts of the Isla 5t.Clair over the Christmas break.
Let box now domineer Unto the crisped yew, ‘ film. : I
I(JJ'nt}::.Jl zhe'dm;}::rlng Faster Day . When yew is ou:.:'.(,)m:her; birch I i n i Rl documentary on Swaleiale H
T Labvel s aRappears ' Y included a pub singaround and a hilarious Folkear. I

monologue 'Binder YWine'. , and a R.4. play

Both of a fresh and fragrant kin, ‘on the death by flossing of a British

And many flowers beside, %
To honour Whitsun tide. ‘
|

3. Green rushes then and sweetest bents,

With cooler oaken boughs, Why Nnot @@@@Q

Come in for comely ornaments,
TO0 THE NEWSLETTER TO BE SURE OF A REGULAR COPY ?

To re-adorn the house. |
Each thing his turn does hold; } To subscribe,send the form below with your remittance to the address shown:

- Thus times do shift, thus times do shift;

-
| e eme s ke

New things succeed, new things succeed, Please send me a copy of the Newsletter each time it is published 3 I enclose
As former things grow old. ) " a cheque for £2.00 made payable to NeW.F.F.C. ‘
. I understand this covers 5 issues over a one-year period.

NAMA S sta s s i s v et s aaes iaanasd sessss s Send your form & remittance to s
: AddTess eecesccescsessscavacsesscsocer Newsletter Subseriptions,
\ =X 0 PO IDDOODLOPOVIROOPHOPEGOBE D 6’Burlington Road’ . 9
B i SOUTHPORT,

P OO0 PP OB OOODOOHNSO0NOOPEIORER RS Merseyside y PR8 4RX




Letters to The

From Mark Dowding:

Dear Editor,

% couple of points arising from the
letters' page of the Dec. '33-Jan.

j84 issue hasg prompted me to write
in (again).

Point 1) Regarding Mike Shure's
letter, I think it would be reason-
able to assume that 98% of the
people who attend folk festivals

and other events that require sound
amplification are not "in the trade"
a8 Mr. Shure puts it, and probably
also know "naff all" or at best very
little about the technical side of a
PsAe rig.e But I am shure (every pun
intended) they all knew what Ian
Wells meant by "feedback speakers"
after all - what's in a name.

I would also like to know how many
of your "first class sound engineers"
advise artists how close to stand to
a microphone for the best performance.
Some stand too close, some stend too
far away, through no fault of their
own, due to inexperience of using a
P.A. (I am thinking here mainly of
club singers in a concert style
singaround at a festival) or is it
that S.E.'s think we are all experts
in P.A. technique.

I would also like to know what the
reaction would be if a member of the
audience (who at the end of the day
pays the wages) asked the sound man
to turn it down a bit. At some
festivals I have found myself gitting
near the back of a large hall but
would have welcomed a pair of Indust-
rial Tar Muffs (or whatever the
technical term is!) to protect my
hearing.

I was going to suggest that letters
from unsatisfied folkies to the
festival Directors might be a worth-
while pursuit but I have come to
realise that the sight of pen and
paper to a folkie seems to have the
same effect that a crucifix and garlic
have upon vampires!

Point 2) I exercise my right of reply
to Derek Gifford and anybody else who
may have thought the same thing.

Dear Giff,

You try rununing a folk club whilst at
the same time doing a degree in Civil
Enifieering at Salford University and

Editor...

in the limited amount of spare time
available being a resident at the
Union Folk Club in Manchester and

a resident/regular (it's the senna
pod curry folks!) at the Star Inn
ol Club, Salford.

Fondest regards with one finger
stuck firmly in (my ear).
Eleven Fingers xx

Dear 5Sir,

'Whilst spending an idle hour reading
through some back issues of youwr
Newsletter, I was struck by the
number of letters from corres-
pondents bemoaning the decling state
of folk clubs, and the many and

various reasons for this sorry state.

Indeed, having run a club myself
for a couple of years, I felt a
great deal of sympathy for the club
organisers who find themselves in
the situation where the fees invol-
ved in a guest night exceed the
money taken at the door, and yet
singers nights, enjoyable though
they may be, don't raise enough to
subsidise a regular guest anight.

It was, in fact, just such a spiral
that forced the closure of the c¢lub
that I ran, and it was as a result
of these thoughts that I was prom-
pted to write to you.

I am a member of the group "CLOCHAN"
based here in North Wales, playing
and singing mainly traditional
material from Wales, Scotland and
Ireland in English and Welsh. We
are at present the residents in a
Welsh Language club in St. Asaph,
and represented Wales at the Pan-
Celtic Festival in Killarney re-
cently, thus gaining the oppor-
tunity to broadcast on R.T.E. How-
ever, we now feel that the time has
come to spread our wings in the
direction of England, and to this
end would welcome the opportunity
to bring our music to the member
clubs of the N.W.Ii.,F.C.

Unfortunately for us the current
state of the folk scene does not
encourage club organisers to book
guests, like ourselves, with no
local following for fear of a short-
fall between fee and admission
moneye. In order to overcome this
obstacle -we are prepared to travel
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to any of your member clubs for

90% of the door money. I feel that
could be a mutually beneficial
arrangement, as we would get the
exposure we are looking for, and
the organiser would get a guest
night when he couldn't lose money.

If any of your organisers are
interested in my proposition I
would be only too pleased to hear
from them. I can be contacted on
Caerwys 720658 (5.T.D. Code 0352),
and I will gladly give them any
further information they may
requiree.

Yours sincerely,

Alan K. Bridson.

Dear Editor, ;
I think the magazine has improved vastl
over the past year despite the constant
forecasts of collapese in the editorial
column.In particular the longer than
usual reviews section in the last issue
was especially welcome as I buy records

much more frequently than I attend clubs,

This could be regarded by some people as
a bad sign,but I think some of the
amazing advances being made on folk
records are just not being matched

in the clubs,

Could this perhaps be a local problen,
in that most of the 'new' folk music
is coming from the south of the
country 7 There's a bit of controversy
for you,could it be that I see
regionalism raising its ugly head ?

Thanks again for an excellent magazine,

Kevin Broxton

SONG oF THe NMIONTH

Regrettably, I have not received any
songs of a suitable standard for
inclusion in the Newsletter over the
last two months.IF YOU write songs,
poems or monologues,thew why not enter
for the Song oi the Month competition?
The winner receives a years free subs-
cription to the Newslettar,and we also
choose a Song of the Year which gets a

book token in addition.Send your entiies

to Song of the Month at the Editorial

Address- 3,Cromford Dr.,Pemberton,Wigan,

WN5 8JU,Lancs.

small ads—

WANTED: Do you have a bazouki you no
longer use ? We desperately need one,
and can aftord up to £60
Phone Ian & Hazel on Billinge 895352

or Alan & Margaret on Eccleston 452047

FOR SALE : 5Small collection of Folk
Albums,excellent condition,ridiculously
cheap.Mainly Irish & Scottish (both
traditional & contemporary) . SAE tos
Kevin Broxton,37,Mellor Road,Leyland,
Lancs,PR5 3JL

HANTED : Bob Pegg and Mr.Fox albums,
must be in very good condition.Will pay
good prices.Telephone details of L.P.'s
to Nigel Firth , Wigan 215621

THESE SMALL ADS are still excellent
value at only £1.00 per insertion for
private sales and wants only.Maximum of
35 words all typed.Copy to 8mall Ads,
NWFFC, 3,Cromford Dr.,Pemberton,Wigan,

WN5 8JU. (Please enclose cheque to NWFFC)

FLasH ComMmPANY SENSATION /

Disaster struck the North West Folk
Scene in December, when IPlash Company
made an unexpected comebacl: at the George
and Dragon Folk Club in Billinge., It was
the diabolical duo's first appearance in
public since closing Wigan's White llorse
Folk Club a few years ago.

Dave lfurst was in magnificent form,
managing several excrutiating key changes
during the first verse of the first song,
and, when Nigel Firth joined in the first
chorus, he proved to have lost none of
his consistent tunelessness. Wisely, the
compere only allowed them two songs, so
we were spared Hurst's all-action version
of "The Farmer's Doy". DRumour has it that
he did perform that song a few days later
at a works function, receiving a very
warm reception - a member of the audience
set him on fire! Security guards were
able to douse the flames, however, and
escort him to safety.

After Flash Company's performance
at Billinge, a critic was moved (Don't
worry, he got to the bog in time) to
comment, "I've heard of Iogue Folk, but
thig is ridieulous. They're doing for
Folk Music what Cromwell did for .the
monarchy!"

Del Luton.
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‘A TIME FOR SINGING

It is now ten years since Keith Roberts, former orggniser of Wi,ga? Fo]f..k C;Zb,
Broadsheet publisher and songwriter left the North-West.After living for many

years in Lowestoft, he is now headmaster of

tarpenden.Last Summer we discussed the possibility of reprinting some of his songs

a special residential school in

in the Newsletter,an idea brought about partly as a result of a query raised in

Joan Blackbiirn's Song Exchange.

To start the (eccasional) series,Keith has glwen us /the lagh Bong e wEoteibe

. W L/ [
leaving Wigan, the pr%yiuusly unpublished WIGAN TOWN s P
) » A L L \ \
] Eebe o 9o o+
e | 1 | ]
| | { o te | I
= :_«j\ .1_$l - . e S——
b S i
N Ch: In Wig-an Tasn, —— Felks up  bhere' L nev—el (e You down — Tn Wig-an
ﬂﬂ f L2 | EE | ﬂjl
Lha 1 < \ 1 I, . \ \ |
2 i 1 1 1 \ 1 1 1\ | TR T § | A ¢ \ | | 1=
i —1t 1 | e \ [
1 T = %?" it oo 1T — = ) 5
L % e =
"ﬁ:-th.___ In Wig-an e = vere Lo Weve o Mac-hek H\*U‘, . TRy -le
ST e = :D'\ et T 7 I W .
e e e e e e =
9_
v - o
G ‘ S
Ct‘o-u?s-'\r\a Bhere found ey —efy '-;\fuLLJ_._ (s and (oS, =ik - Wy ls.\c\a-LQ) Ee-des
A i [l i 3 + g? .j)
=1 | \ \ ) = | | | \ \ L \ 1 1 it
T ) o o | I ] |5 \ EOR 1
—{ d ! cgl al 1\ O T { \ { i\
— ot d—d—o\—ﬁ 1 U
\_/\——/ Py o'

Caxes and gfm\_:ﬁ-b(f{‘\d
Chorus ° In Wigan ‘Town,

BN, T Wiy -an T, — Ia LQ:‘ﬁ =V W e
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Folks up there'll never let you down,

In Wigan Town,
In Wigan Towr:.

1, We've a Market Hall, L,

People crowding there round
every ctallg

Pots and pans,

Fishing tackle, Eccles Cakes and
strawberry jam,

In Wigan Town,

In Wigan Town,

2, There's nlenty pubs, i
Lots of reet good ale and Labour
clubs;
It's tha round, Bill,
Fotch a tray for all them nints
and gills,
In Wigan Town,
In Wigan Town,

3. We've geet a river, 6.

Some o't things as float in it'd
make you shiver;

But they'1l clean it up,

You'll soon be drinkint' it from

china cups,
In Wigan Town,
In Wigan Town.,

BDITORS NOTE: The song has been transcribed from a ta?e,provided by Keith Roberts,
| by Joan Blackburn,and the introduction is by Dave Hurst.
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Aitheougk ve'lrs miles fyor tlieg
walve geey 2 pier;

But Lel ne shire

A secret that it always rains

here when it's t'Fair,
In Wigan Town,
In Wigan Town.,

We've geet a nark,

Wi' ducks on t'mond an' fish as
big as sharks;

Just rub the toe

Of the big stone man for luck

and on you go,
In Wigan Town,
In Wigman Town,

I've been all o'er
This land and walked till both
me feet were sore;

North and South,

Clambered mountain tons and
naddled river mouths,

But I've never found

Another Wigan Town.

CHAIRMAN'S

Clubs are still coming and going like
nushrooms. Welcome to the new ones and
sorry to see you go to those which have
departed. I'm particularly sorry to see
Rainford with problems - I've had some
good nights there. (for more information
see club news on page 4)

I've been asked to mention money. Will
any organisers with bad conciences or just
bad filing systems please pay for news-
letters received - I'm sure of course
that this doesn't apply to your club ¢!
(Contact the Newsletter “ditor if you

are not sure how much you owe) The

same applies to a very few Federation

subscriptions. (Contact the Membership
Secretary.)

I've just received my subscription cony

of Taplas (The Welsh Mapazine).
Incidentally, it has Club dates from the
beginning of December, but only arrived in
January (sounds familiar!) (I deny it all

- ED) There are a couple of points in it

of interest. First, news of a former
federation club: I quote "The Hooligans
Folk Club'" is reported to have moved through

AL

ALISTAIR ANDERSON - BILLY ATKINSON
PETER BELLAMY : PACKIE BYRNE
THE CAMPBELL FAMILY (DAVE, BETTY & 1aN)
MARTIN CARTHY - JULIA CLIFFORD
JOHNNY COLLINS « JOHNNY DOUGHTY
GEORGE FRADLEY - ROY HARRIS - CHARLIE HILL
THE HOLME VALLEY TRADITION

(W]LLIAM NOBLE - BARRY BRIDGEWATER + TOHN COCKIN)
JOE HUTTON - DAVID JONES - FRED JORDAN
JIM MAGEEAN - JOHN PURDIE
- HUGH RIPPON - DOC ROWE
TUFTY SWIFT - EDDIE UPTON
IAN WoODs -
MIKE YATES AND OTHERS

RAMSBOTTOM

BT E £T LKL
e
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NOM= ; ) ’
FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR UNIVERSITY - VI RUNA )9.J.
ACCOMMODATION (FULL BOARD OR BED AND BREAKFAST) ,
AND CAMPING (WITH SHOWERS & ADJACENT TO MAIN VENUE)

(i \\ FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

S,A.E. To JOHN HEYDON : NATIONAL FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL
3 CHURCH STREET : AYLESBURY ' BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

CIN

OLK MUSIC FESTIVALI

SUTTON BONINGTON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE:-SUTTON BONINGTON

90 ¥4 LOUGHBOROUGH LEICESTERSHIRE
2§ APRIL 13™~15"1984 = -

e
" W/END TICKETS rron£11-50 ez

RANT by lan Welis

several homes since leaving the Lindir Inn
at Henllan and was last sighted at the
Plough in Denbigh - still, apparently, on a
Thursday'". DNews of further sightings
welcomed ! Second, it contains an
advertisement from Radio Yales for their
folk programme, Folk on Monday, which goes
.out from 10.0%pm to ll.copm. Radio Wales
is on 343m (or 882 kHz) on the medium wave
and has quite a strong signal strength in
West Lancashire. The first edition we
found was mostly about R.Cajun, so it's
not purely ilelshe.

Rumour also reaches me that there might be
another attempt at an Crmskirk club in a
singaround format. Watch this Space !

FOI..K S *
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THe LATEST MARTN ,419
CARTHY ALBUM You, WoN 5‘.;,’
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Cilub

DAY & CLUB RESIDENTS DATES IN FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY 1st 8th 15%th 22nd
Belle Green Calico TBH Joan Blackburn Jolly Jack Singert's Night
Ring O Bells Twice Thymes Two Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singerfs Fight
Star TBA Martin Carthy Bram Taylor Wike Bowden.
The Met .
White Swan See (f) below Plan B D.W/J.P.R. (@ New Bracken Band Dr. Sunshine
THURSDAY 2nd 9th 16th 2374 i
Fleetwood See (d) below Beynand ll)fr'd’fq
IFernhurst Kom Cranme b &b HolrAon Moorland Folk Singer's liight 3teve Turner Singer's Night
Mawdealey Singer's Night Closed Closed Cloged’
Poynton Vic Hassell Curate's Egg Martin Carthy Bram Taylor
Two Tubs Dave & Helen Howard Steve Turner Geoff Higginbottom |Singer's Night
Wigan Joan Blackburn Singerts Wight Singer's Night Singer's Night Closed
FRI 3rd 10th 17th 24th
[Bee Various Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night 9inger's Night
Kingsway Volunteers Two Grahams Singerts Night Bultar/Light(U
[Northwich See (a) below Tony Rose Local's Night (@J Tich Frier John James
01d Ship i
[Newoastle Jim Couza Singer's Night Singer's Night Martin Carthy
Roebuck See (9) below Singers & Musicians Singers & Musicians |3ingers & Musicians |Singers & Musloians
SATURDAY 4th 11th 18th 25th
Brewery
ury Tarious Tony Rose Dab Hand (ﬂ Shay Black JHartin Carthy
ﬁoynton Hoe Downs Cuckoo's Nest
Tom Hall's Sun.ﬁb%:&rﬁv K
Club Ceilidhs
SUNDAY 5th 12th 19th 26th
George & Dragon|See (h) below Singer's Night Calennig 3ingerts Night s'tanley Acorington
hﬁigh Trevor & Joan Hunt | Tony Rose Hothfield/Carr Q) J. & B.Blackwell(k) |Caught on the Hop
Poynton Se= (@),(m) below Alan Hull Johnny Silvo The Blades New Bracken Band
JR.snre On Volunteers Cosmetheka Singer's Night Singer's Night Oyster Band
Rainford Derek & Di Boak
MONDAY 6th 13th 20th 27th
|Horwioch Dab Hand Singer's Night Singer's Night Singerts Night
Poynton Singers Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night
Preston Martin Carthy Rothwall/carter Singer's Night Singer's Night
Triton Triton Folk Spinners Singer's Night Roger Parker Singert's Night
TUESDAY Tth 14th 21st 28%h
Blackpool Taverners 5,-,,9“' ,U,.;?M Sﬂthl 'U'«.TM- Sllsc.e‘. ‘ u{?M— J‘ﬂ,se_«f‘_/&},f'
KEY 70 SYMBOLS ABOVE:
*  See Club News , page 4
£ Tickets available from club
(a) Residents are: Sean& Sandy Boyle,lain & Sarah Bowley,Tony Howard, Red /(%Dermof 4 Paul Taylor
%b) Residents include : Caught on the Hop,Tain,Guerfz
¢) Residents are : Bernie Blaney,Buckthorn,Jonny Cope,Neville Grundy
(d) Residents are : Scold's Bridle.Ross Campbell
(o) Residents for February ares Abalon,Plan B,Gentleman Soldier,Peter Hughes I
' {(f) Residents include : Dave & lelen IlIOWard,Helen Robinson,Paul,,Geofl Higrinbottomy John O'Hagan,Steve Jao.ka?_ﬂ-
Mike Billingten

=

Calendar

DATES 1IN MARCH DAY & CLUB
29th Tth 14th 21st 28th WEDNESDAY
Caught on the Hop|{Singer's Night TBA Singer's Night TBA Belle Green
Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night ing O Bells
Gentleman Sold. Guest TBA John Cartain : Dave Peabody Graham Cooper tar
he Met
Dave Burland Chris & Joe While Singer's Night(free) |Bill Caddick Martin Simpson ite Swan
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th THURSDAY
Derek & iftool Pleetwood
Auld Triangle Singerts Night Bernard Wrigley Singer's Night D.&B. Harrie (P) (Fe rnhurst
Guest TBA Closed Closed Closed Closed Mawdesley
Tim Norfolk Hobson/Lees (u) Plan B TBA Gentleman Soldier [Poymnton
One Too Many Bram Taylor Hunter's Moon Singer's Night Guest TBA Two Tubs
Dab Hand (]) Singer's Night Singert!s Night Cloged Singer's Night Wigan
2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th FRIDAY
Singer's Night Singer's Night Singerts Night Singer's Night Singer's Night ae
Ge:l._lid.h Singer's Night Singerts Night Tony Light Peter Booth ingeway
Looal's Night Sarah Grey (r) Tocalls Night (3) Calennig Lodal's Night(g,) orthwioh
1014 Ship
Shep Woolley Singert's Night Singer's Night Tony Rose Singer's Night ewoastle
Singers & Musicians Singers & Musiciams Singerﬁ/ﬂuaicians Singers & Musicians | Singers & Muaicianﬂoehuok
3rd 10th 17th 24%h 31lat SATURDAY
15/3/84.31;3313)'9 Sp% Brewery
J.& B.Blackwell(k) [¢111 Burns C.Fisher/A.Tresize () | TRA TEA Bury
Cuckoo's Nest \Poynton
Tom Hall's
Club Ceilidhas
4th 11th 18+th 25th SUNDAY
Singer's Night iTobson/Tees (1) Singerts Night Gentleman Soldier George & Dragon
Wayfarers i Fohnny Handle Mini Cailidh Charley Yarwood eigh
Dab Hand fl) IDerek Brimstone Dave Peabody Tony Capstick Kuynton
Singer's Night Strawhead Singer's Night Simpﬂon/Couper(E) (Rave On
ainford
5th 12th 19th 26th UONDAY
Alan Taylor Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night orwich
Singer's Night Binger's Night Singerts Night Singer's Night oynton
Dab Hand I{l) Hingerts Night Singer's Night Singer's Night reston
Spinners Binger's Night Res.&Five Allve Singer's NWight Triton
5th 13th 20th 27th TUESDAY
S‘h?%f Nﬁ#’ g’wf”&/ﬁ. S‘mjg".« M@M SW! ,‘/W Blaokpool.

KEY TO SYMBOLS ABOVE (And on previous page)

Dave Whetstone & Jean Pierre Rasle

; Mary Butler & Corinne Light
j; Jane Rothfield & Alan Carr
Gill & Bernard Blackwell
(1) Dab Hand are: Tom MoConville,Jez Lowe & Tom Nepper
gm Residents for March ares: Dave Hughes,Abalon,Riok Harrap,Joe Beard
n) Cilla Fisher & Artie Tresize at the Derby Hall
p) Dave & Barry Harrie - 0ld Time Music Hall Night

(r) 7th Birthday celebration with special guest Sarah Grey
&s) Steeleye Span at South Lakeland Leisure Centre

t) Fiona Simpson (of Therapy) and Graham Cooper

(u) John Hobson & Howard Lees

)

(q) Local's Night 10/2 with Paul Taylor,16/3 with Sandy Boyle,30/3 with Jamie Anderao:

N.B.. — TBA = Guest yet to be arranged at the time of going to preas,please
contact the organiser for more details (phone numbers,pege 27)
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Lancashire’s Sporting Shades

"The field is full of shades as I
near the misty coast and a spectral
batsman plays to the bowling of a
ghost and I look on in sorrow at a
soundless clapping host, as the
run-stealers flicker to & fro....

Oh! my Hornby & my Barlow long ago."

the verse is called . "At Lords", &

was written in 1900 by Francis Thompson
& Mancunian exiled inm London. Despite

the title,the poem refers not to
Middlesex, but to Lameashire, & the
batsmen named arp A N.Hornby and
Barjow, R.G., the distinction
concerning initials occurring
because Hornby was an amateur and
Barlow was a "pro". Thompson, then
in his eighties, was invited by
well meaning freinds to Lords to
watch Lancashire play for the first
time in forty years: His emotions
proved unequal to the journey so hs
wrote the poem instead.

What he could not have known, was
that if he had gone to the match he
would have seen, in action, the man
destined to become 01d Trafford's
ghost...Lancashire's England

bowler - Johnny Briggs. The bare
statiatics of Briggs' career are
given in the o0ld yellow backed
bible, Wisden. Due reference is
made to his 2221 wickets in his
career at-an average of only 15.93
runs per wicket, to his 118 test
wickets at only 17.74, even to his
being the only man ever to score
100 and take a hat trick in a test
match; none of this tells you that
he was crickets lovable rascal,
adored on every ground for his

clowning and antics... nor does it

tell of his lapse into insanity in
1898, his apparent recovery (to
take all ten wickets in Worcester-
shire's first innings for 55 runs
on his return to the team after
illness) and his final breakdown
into madness and subsequent death
in a Cheshire asaylum in 1901,
Mental health care was poorly
understood and adminisrated and
even then (only 80 years ago) a
penny would gain you addmittance

to the assylum to see the "loonies",
what ailed Johnny was never clear
but with hind sight we can guess at
probably epilepsy. It was during
World War 1 that Lancashires
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groundsman spotted a familiar
figure in whites looking down from
the playera balcony and idenitfied
the figure as Jouhnny Briggs.
Since then the shade of the former
England off spinner has been
sighted many times, looking over
the scene of his many triumphs -

always from his favourite

‘Radcliffe Road end from which
he tempted F.S.Jackson to hit at
his offbreak once too often,
having him caught in the deep off
the last ball of the 1900 Roses
match, so winning Lancashire a
famous victory.

Anyone who was present at that
match would be fast appraoching
his own centuary by now, but
thousands of you will remember
another of Lancashire's sporting
gpirits, particularly if you used
to visit the "other" 01d Trafford,
Manchester United's ground...

February 1958. Matt Busby looked
around the departure lounge and
allowed himself a Jjustifiable
smile of pride at the team he had
built. The fourteen young men
with him had taken Utd. to the
Championship, by a record points
margin, and had narromly failed

to become the first team, this
centuary, to achieve the double.
Their F.A.cup dreams had been
shattered, along with goalkeeper
Ray Woods® cheek bone after twenty
minutes of the Wembley final, when
a "fair" charge, then legitamate,
by Villa winger, McParland, left
Utd. without a keeper, and in
those days before substitutes,
without & chance. That, however,
was-all in the paast and Utd.

where on course for an historic
trebles Thanks to an inspired
display in Belgrade they were in
the quarter finals in the European
Cupt In particular a brilliant
performance by their eighteen year
01d midfield prodigy, Duncan
Edwards, had clinched the match
for them. Busby's reverie was
interupted by the departure bell
and the team trouped out to the
Boeing Elizabethan which would fly
them to Manchester: Less than
half an hour later eight of the
"Busby Babes'" were dead or dying
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in the wreckage of the shattered
airliner amid the Munich snows.

Busby and Edwards were both
massively injured and the managers
life was despaired of, but
amazingly, both men clung to 1ife
and the press began to talk of

"Big Dunk - the baby Giant" pulling
through. He regained conciousness,
began to talk, even to eat - then
two weeks after the disaster, the
vitality ebbed away with dramatic
suddeness and Duncan Edwards died.
For the footballing public, the
loss, after hpes had been raised,
was traumatic: Busby lived and
built a new team and in seven years
time had the pleasure of seeing
Utd. carry off the title...he saw
something else too!

April 1965 saw Utd. on top. The
Easter programme was over and only
Leeds remained as challengers -
and UtdJs next home match was
against the Yorkshire men. Dennis
Law tucked in Utd's winner with
seconds to spare and secured the
title. After the match Busby came
out to speak to the press and T.V.
while his team showered. Walking
back to the dressing rooms from the

(e M (=)

pitch necessitated entry through
the players tunnel and turning at
the end of the passage Busby saw,
in silhouette, at the entrance to
the pitch, an unmistakeable figure.
As he watched spellbound the figure
moved on to the turf and out of
view. Unable to credit his senses
he ran to.the end to see...nothing.
But he knew what he had seen and
furhter sightings have been made in
the ensuing years. Why Edwards out
of all the Munich dead? Perhaps
because the youngsters 1ife was
Football, was United, more so than
his older, married, collegues he
lived for the game and, perhaps,
because of all of them he was the
crowds darling.

There are thousands of folk songs

about legends but thease tales relate

not to apectral cavaliers, or
headless horesemen, but to real
people alive within living memory.

A folk song about the Munich disater

was written entitled"Flowers of
Manchester" and was performed by
The Spinners on a long deleted E.P.
If anyone has a copy of the lyrics
I'd be interested to hear from you.

Bernie Forkin.

34 Woodhouse Road,
The TWO ]aYS Broseley,
Shropshire.
FOLK AGENCY Tel: Telford (0952)
882316 (24 hr)
Jenny Hannon
and
Jenny Speller
AGENTS REPRESENTING: -~ Also contact for:-
ArcHIE FISHER PackiE BYRNE
CarBoLIC SMoke BaLL CompanY Ray FisHer
ELECTROPATHIC BATTERY BAND Roy HARRIS
Foxes LAIR THe FaBuLous SALAMI BROTHERS
OvysTeR Banp Diz DisLEy
PeepinGg ToM TAFrY THoMAs
Ran TAN Banp Ann LisTeR
TonNy HARRIS BoBBY EAGLESHAM
Tony Rose JANE RoTHFIELD &ALLAN CARR
Department of Emplﬁyment Licence No., M.1613. ‘l
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What's all this Dancing about?

See how they handie their Swords

England's 'Ritual'Dances fall broadly
into two categories: Morris and Sworde.
The Sword Dance belongs to Winter -
strictly to the Winter Solstice :'the
shortest day of the year', but is

also associated with 'Plough Monday'
i.e. the Monday following Twelfth
Night. The Sword Dances themselves
fall into two groups; Long Sword which
is mainly in Yorkshire and Rapper,

+ found in Durham and MHorthumberland.

The actual Long Swords vary in type,
some are no more than wooden laths
scarfed off at one end to form a point
with the other end fashoned into a
rough handle. Others have a straight
steel blade about one inch wide and up
to three foot long with a simple hilt
similar to a tool handle, some blades
being pointed while others have a
rounded tip with a hole through which a
ribbon is tied.

The Long Sword Dance is normally
performed by either six or eight men,
although some of the dances now
performed by six were in the past
danced by eight; one notable exception
is the dance from Papa Stour in the
Shetlands which is in fact danced by
seven. Costume for Long Sword Dancing
varies considerably, from the Blue
Sweaters and White Ducks of the fisher-
men of Flamborough Head to Military
style Uniformse.

The Dance which is performed with a brisk
step consists of a number of figures led
by each man in turn moving over or under
the swords which are held by the dancer
in a point to hilt ring, (either singly
or in pairs,) or figures in line with
the swords shouldered. Each figure
culminates in the making of a sword lock;
the swords being locked together in a
star shape; which is then held high by
the leader,

The Dancers are often accompanied by one
or more characters, if only one this is
normally the 'Captain' if by two, Captain
and 'Betty' (a man dressed somewhat
grotesquely as a woman)e. These characters
indulge in some comic by-play during the
dance and are probably remnants of the
Mummers plays which were once an intecral
part of the Sword Dance. The Dance often
concludes with the mock decapitation of
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of the Captain, the sword lock being
placed over his head, the swords are then
drawn removing his hat. [The decapitation
was originally real, the Headman was

was ritually sacrificed by the young men
on behalf of the community and his blood
spilled on the soil as libation to ensure
the coming season's crops. Later the
Headman was revnlaced by a person of lesser

rank who was given the honours of leadership

for a short time before paying for the
privilege with his life. This was the
origin of the 'Lord of Misrule' for the ,
twelve days of Christrmas and the reason for
the ceremony being put back for the Winter
solstice teo Plough Mondav. Still later

the man was revlaced by an animal, possibly

a soat. Which may be the origin of the word

'Scavegoat’.

“hilst the distant origin of the Rapper
Sword Dance is probably the same as that
of the Long Sword the introduction of the
short flexible sword and only five dancers

is unclear. The Rarmer Dance was widespread

in the mining communities of Durham and
Yorthumberland. Nobody scsem to know the
origin of the Rapper itcelf; a flexible
blade about one inch wide ~rnd eighteen
inches long, it has a swivel handle at one
end and a fixed handle at the othere The
spring steel from which it is made was
technically impossible to produce until
comparitively recently and the purpose for
which it was intended remains a matter of
speculationa.

The Dance is parformed bv five dancers
often accompanied by Tommy (dressed in
topver and teiis) and Betty (as in Long
Sword)e. It is introduced by Tommy with a
'Calling-on Song', introducin~ the dancers
and sometimes attributing certain skills
or characteristics to each in turn. The
Rappers are held hilt and noint between
the dancers through-out most of the dance,
each of the figures or 'Knots' danced is
punctuated with 'breaks' of stenning.
Durine the Knots the Raprers are flexed and

twisted in a manner which defies mere wordse.

If you would like to learn about Sword
Dancing,you can contact the followings

HOGHTON RAPPER SWORD-George Rowe,0772 6173

PRESTON GUILDSMAN RAPPER SWORD-
Brian Cardy , 0254 830216

SOUTHPORT SWORDS-Nick Dickson,07048 71015

There are of course other teams in the are

Alan . Barber

THE LISTENER'S GUIDE T0 FOLK MUSIC.
By Sarah Lifton. 140 pages. £6,95,
Blandford Press. ISBN 0 7137 1352 6.

THE LISTENCR'S GUIDE TO COUNTRY MUSIC.
By Robert K. Oermann with Douglas B.
Green. 137 pages. £6.95.
Blandford Press. ISBN 0 7137 1351 8.

An introduction to Folk and Country
Music for the newcomer, these books give
a potted history of various aspects of
the music, brief biographies of important
performers and recommended recordings.

Traditional and contemporary music
from England, Scotland, Ireland and the
U.S.A. are covered by the TFolk Music book
whilst the Country Music Guide starts at
more traditional styles such as 0ld Time
Music and Bluegrass, through Cajun and
jazz influenced Western Swing to Country
Rock and the Nashville Sound.

Both books are well written and
enjoyable to read, although any choice
of records or, to a lesser extent, major

performers, outside such people as Ewan
MacColl, Bluegrass innovator Bill Monroe,
Western Swing pioneer Bob Wills and Roy
Acuff, long acclaimed the King of Country
Music, is, to a certain degree, a matter
of personal preference, and not everyone
will agree with some of the selections in
these hooks. '

The biggest problem that I find ,
with these two slim volumes is the price.
Certainly, they are very well produced,
but £6.95 is a lot of money to find for
books of around 140 pages. Perhaps, it
would have been better if the publishers
could have produced them in paperback
form at abeout half the price. In that
case, they would have been good value and
I would have recommended them to anyone
who was just getting interested in Folk
or Country Music. They're still worth
reading, if you can spare the cash, if
not, try asking your local library to
obtain a copy.

Dave Hurst.

MAIN STREET , BILLINGE
Sundays,; 8.30
FEBRUARY 27th:

tanley Accrington

MARCH 25th:

Gentleman
Soldietr

Residents include:

Caught on the Hop,Tain,
Quartz.

For more details
Contact Bernie Forkin

on St.Belens 53058
|

WhireyFoLk
WEEK SrER IO oL I

18th-24th August 1984

“A great week — a totally different festival”

GUESTS INCLUDE:

NIBS MATTHEWS - MARTIN CARTHY - TAFFY THOMAS -
BIGGEST TRIO IN THE WORLD - CILLA FISHER & ARTIE
TREZISE - MADELEINE HOLLIS - SALAMI BROTHERS - THE
KIPPER FAMILY - HARRY BOARDMAN - FLOWERS &
FROLICS - CULVER GRIFFIN - WATERSONS - DAVID &
KATHRYNE WRIGHT - WILLIE SCOTT - NORTHAMPTON
IRISH - OLD SWAN BAND - STOCKPORT HATTERS -
BANDERSNATCH - HORWICH PRIZE MEDAL - DAVID
WILLIAMS - IAN FERGUSON -ELLIE ELLIS & SARA GREY -
FLOWERS OF MAY - ERIC - JOHN O’'HAGAN - EDDIE
UPTON - ROS BIF - BOB DAVENPORT - R. CAJUN - BLACK
CAPRAPPER - AIRS & GRACES - YORKSHIRE CHANDELIER
-ROY ATKINSON - KING JOHN MORRIS - HERITAGE -
DEREK ELLIOTT - GREEN GINGER CLOG - MIKE SOAR -
LANCASHIRE WALLOPERS - HARRY PITT - LICHFIELD
COUNTRY DANCE - BOB WALTON - + MORE.

“THE FRIENDLY FESTIVAL”

Details from: /
MALCOLM STOREY,
26 MARINE AVENUE,
NORTH FERRIBY,
EAST YORKSHIRE

ENGLISH FOLy

HU14 3DR.
PLEASE ENCLOSE S.AE.
WITH ENQUIRY.
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MATT ARMOUR "The Roving Fifer"
Sweet Folk & Country SFA 122

A collection of songs from one of our
better-known songwriters, accompanied
by two of our better known musicians.

Singer/song-writers can be a peculiar
breed: many can write but not sing;
some can sing but not write. Fortun-
ately, Matt writes and sings in
exemplary style, and this, his second
recording, dees justice te both.

Some of the tracks will be familiar
to many, especially "Generations of
Change", as other singers have used
Matt's material, notably Cilla Fisher
and Artie Tresize.

One of Matt's great strengths is his
faithfulness to his background, amnd
this record is a fine example of that
belief and passionate regard for his
homeland .

No review of this record would be
comp'elte without a mention of

Paul Downes and Phil Beer whose arrange-
ments complement Matt's words so well.

I hope its not four and a half years

to the next offering, but I'll put my
order in now!

IAN WOODS

KIERAN HALPTN
"The Man Whé Lives in Bottles"
Celtic Music CMO12

The Man Who Lives in Bottles/Hardwon
History/Paris Song/Mid Air/The Naked
Mannequin/Believing/Van Goch/Make This
Evening/Friend for Awhile/Too Long Away.

A while back Kieran Halpin was part of
a duo with fiddler Tom McConville who
scaled just about as many heights as
the folk world allowed without breaking
your neck. Aware of repeating them-
selves they wisely split at their peak.
Halpin wanted to push inwards with his
own songs, and here allied to some of
Dublin's finest session men he has done
just that. What's come out is an
adequate singer songwriter album.

Sorry to be so bland, but that's exactly
what it is. The strongest cut is the
opening track which relates failure to
drowning in alcohol. All through Halpin
uses strong imagery in his lyrics, some
of them potentially drastic. In his

=0

sleeve notes the artist admits that
the songs were written over a number
of years, travelling round Europe.
Maybe it's the gaps between song's
sources of inspiration that make such
an unsatisfactory whole, The ten
songs do not sit well together and
the vague concept of travel isn't
strong enough to hold them in a unit.
How many times must we suffer a song
about leaving? Surely it was played
out as a topic by 1973, let alone
1983 ¢

This isn't really what's setting the
folk scene alight these days. A

bit more bite, edge and risk, then
things will improve.

SIMON JONES

THE ENGLISH COUNTRY BLUES EAND
"Home and Deranged" Rogue FMSL2004

Side A: The Wreck of the Northfleet/
England's Power and Glory/Darling Corey
is Gone/Beware, Oh Take Care/California
Blues/The English Country Blues.

?ide B: Tom Traubert's Blues/The
Italian Job;Lodge Road/TLouin’ Henry/
Fair and Tender Ladies/Dont Take Love.

It took a melodian workshop by Roger
Watson at one of the 'Wrekin' folk
festivals to convince me of that
instrument's potential in terms of
playing the blues. 1a this record Rod
Stradling reinforces that conviction

and Chris Coe demonstrates that the
hammer dulcimer is yet another contender
for the blues treatment having replaced

Sue Harris from the group's first record.

Is nothing sacred? The answer as far as
the English Country Blues Band is conc-
erned appears to be an emphatic 'no!'

(or should it be 'nope'?). I was chat-
ting to Chris recently about this (the
Band's 2nd album) and she said they had
all had great fun in making it - the fun,
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as well as the competence, comes through.

In my review of their lst album I ment-
ioned how well Chris Coe's (who was
'guesting' then) and Maggie Holland's
voices go together and this one does
nothing to dispel my opinion; add to
this a dash of Ian A. Anderson's bottle
neck guitar and Rod's aforementioned
melodian and you have an original and
entertaining mixture. John Maxwell
adds the final touch as guest drummer.

The songs too are a mixture of blues,
traditional folk songs and there is
even room for a couple of tunes -
'The Italian Job' and 'Lodge Road' -
which illustrate the quite amazing
possibilities for arrangements with
so wide a range of instruments.

All the tracks are enjoyable although
I feel that overall the choice of
material is not guite as memorable as
before. One song does linger however
and was worth playing a second time
straight away - 'Tom Traubert's Blues'
written by Tom Waits.

This is indeed a '"rogue' recording and
I know of some hard liners who still
think that this sort of treatment to
folk music isn't guite cricket.
Speaking as an enthusiastic singer of
traditional British music I can take
to this because it is professionally
produced by talented people. Keep it
up E.C.B.B. and 'knickers' to the
prudish purists!

DEREK GIFFORD

THE WILSON FAMILY

"Hourumarye and other songs of Teeside
and the Clevelands"

Greenwich Village GVR 219

One of my more memorable evenings spent
listening to folk song and music occurred
in the late 60's when I found myself

in a Billingham pub watching slides by
Robin Dale and hearing songs of the

area penned by a certain Graeme Miles.
After fifteen or so years Graeme has
allowed a selection of his three hundred
plus songs to be recorded. For that
alone we should be grateful. The fact
that the singers recording them hail
from Teeside and are as passionate about
the area as he is adds even more spice
to’ an epicurean dish.

Three confessions however:

a. I number Graeme Miles among my folk
world friends.

b. The Wilson Family and I get on rather
well.

c. I like Teeside and the Clevelands.

This is a record of songs written over

a period of twenty-one years by a man
whose commitment to his native hills

and dales is of the highest order.

They have been teased and wrenched out
of his thoughts and emotions and put
down on paper to be read, sung and '
looked at in the cold light of day by
people whose knowledge of the area often
extends to the fact that "it's up North",

They run from the stark tragedy of

"The Lairdsfield Disaster" to the drunken
ranting of the "Redcar Lads"; from the
stated poignancy of "Sea Coal" to the
lyrical tranquility of "an Evening in
Summer" . Words spun and fashioned,
painstakingly picked and embellished

with tines chosen with the same love

and care. -

The Wilsons are well known in festival
circles, both for their singing and for
the numbers of them that might be found
at any one time, and this record should
and will only enhance their already
formidable ability and reputation.

Congratulations te Greenwich Village
for bringing these two talents tegethar
on record and to Robin Dale for the cover

. photograph which adds the final touch of

class to what is my leading choice for
the record of 1983.

IAN WOODS

JOLLY JACK "Rolling Down to 0ld Maui®
Fellside FEO35

Side 1: Rolling Down to 0ld Maui/Jack the
Jolly Jack Tar/Maids of Culmore/The
Sailor's Song/London's Ordinary/Danny
Deever.

Side 2: Broken Down Squatter/Davy Lowston/
Clear the Track Let the Bulgine run/
Banks of the Lee/The Bigler/Shallow Brown

Jolly Jack are a threesome from Manchester
who were featured in last year's Fylde
Folk Festival and promptly snapped up for
recording by that inimitable opportunist,
Paul Adams.
gentlemen's technical expertise and the
group's musical skills both in harmony
singing and instrumental accompaniment
has produced a remarkably competent first
recording_

The combination of the latter
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The traditionally rendered songs are
nearly all about the sea as the album's
title suggests with many lesser known
versions from literally the world over.
Especially memorable are Peter Bellamy's
setting of Kipling's 'Danny Deever' and
the well known Irish song 'Banks of the
Lee' (sometimes called 'Mary of the
Moorlands') where careful arrangements
have added depth to the songs without
over indulgence.

There are also a couple of my own
favourites from Stan Hugill's tome
'Shanties of the Seven Seas' namely
‘Shallow Brown' which is performed to
perfection and the 'Bulgine Run' which
is not due to the fact that it is sung

rather too slowly even for a capstan
shanty.

One song, however, really takes the
(wait for it....) ship's biscuit; it is
called 'Davy Lowston' and hails from
New Zealand. The tune is a version of
that used for 'Sam Hall' and the true
story tells of shipwrecked sealers
(serves them right you may say'!). The
treatment of this fine ditty bhelies
superlatives especially when the tune
is such a 'basic' one.

One minor niggle overall is that most

of the material is rather less than ‘Jolly!

but if the quality of this record is
anything to go by Jolly Jack will go

. Far - I've already put them on my list
of 'probab}es' for the Mawdeslay Club
guest nights.

DEREK GIFFORD

SANDRA KERR & FRIENDS
Pukka YOP 05

"Supermum"”

This is not the easiest of records to
review. Basically it's a collection
of songs that have nearly all been on
the Schools Radio programme "The Music
Box ", Eighteen tracks, reasonable
notes, a word sheet insert and a
plethora of backing talent.

Straightaway, most primary schools

can do with a copy, as many of the
songs are ideal for concert, music
lesson or stopping off point to crafts
and discussion. Social history, love,
nonsense and religion: they're all here.
At last something to cust the saccharine
fare that too many teachers have been
foisting onto children far too long.

Personally I didn't like the record,
finding the singing strained, piercing
and pretentiously "super-spiffing",
while my children thought some tracks
fairly interesting but were not overly
thrilled.

The final comment must be reserved for
the front sleeve design. It must rank
as one of the leading contenders for
the worst sleeve of 1983,

IAN WOODS.

ADVERTISE IN |
THIS SPACE FoR
onLy £2 /

YES,Providing you supply

SATURDAM 3rd MBARCH 1984
1st HORWICH

i Peace Festival

PEACE ¥ATIR : 2-5pm
Entertainment,live music,

the copy,that's all it
costs for an advert in a
gingle issue.llor 12 months
we do a 5 adverts for the
price of 4 special offer.
(nb if we do the 'artwork
it will cost you £3.00)
Thig =size of advert san
be as here or lying side-
ways,as you prefer.lor
rates for larger adverts,
please see page T.

The official magazine of PERFORM
News and articles on Folk and Other
Related Musics -  published every
quarter. Covers Britain and beyond.

Subscription rates:
Britain £1.95,
Overseas £2.75,
Individual copy; 50p Inc. P & P.

Write to:
PERFORM Bulletin 16 Gladwyn
Close, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent.
Tel. Medway 48354, 387259. Please
make sterling cheques payable to
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Theatre & Dancing

EVENING FOLK CONCERT 8-1lpm

Humour & songs from
Stanley Accrington,Chris

While,Mike & Barbara Preece

"Parlour Tricks"
Licensed Bar

Horwich Leisure Centre,
Victoria Road,Horwich

For further information

please tel. Horwich
694232
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BILL PRICE "I sging as I please"
Autogram ALLP 22¢

Manchester Cornstalk/Do ye lFancy a
Virgin?/Barratt's Frivateers/Johnny Jump
up/The Fagzot cutter/Gentle Annie/John
Barleycorn/Bold Hevison/Maui/Catch me

if you can/Fortune's Wheel

Juite by accident I heard Bill Frice
sing in Ormskirk not long before his
totally unexpected death.Il had been
impressed and was . looking forward to
hearing him again so I sought out his
records.The Folk Heritage one was still
in print then,but it only last autumn

I found that this German record was now
available again (From 1978).

It's very nice to hear Bill's voice and
it's an interesting selection of songs.
'Manchester Cornstalk' is from the Holme
Valley Beagles and is that emrious
version with a hunting chorus added to
the verses of the story of the visiting
travellers goose.'Do Ye Fancy a Virgin'
is from 'Pills to purge Melancholy' and
I wonder how a German audience got on
with 'touch but her smicket' or 'rouse
her and touse her' ¥The John Barleycorn
ig an Irish version,and 'Johnny Jump Up'
is a warning againgst drinking cider by
the quart.

Unfortunately for my enjoyment,on some
tracks Bill is,in the rather guaint
phrase used,'partly joined by the singing
group Squire'.They include a rather .
shrill female voice who insigts on
singing above the melody line.This is
tolerable on Stan Rogers' "Barratt's
Privateers",but drove me to distraction
on "Maui,

The most enjoyable tracks were 'Gentle
Annie! and "Fortune's Wheel".I1 is
very sad that when fortune next turned
the wheel for Bill,he had indeed to
stray far away.I'm sure that in some
cosy esorner of the next world he's
8till leading some vigorous ginging.

Ian Wells

CHRIS NEWMAN - “Chris Newman - Two'
East Records Coastal 7

Chris Newman is a very fine guitariat.
I have only once had the pleasure of
seeing him live and that was back in
the mid-seventies in a small folk club
in Luton.He was backing I'red Wedlock

(the 0ldest Swinger in Town) on that
occasion and I was somewhat annoyed by
the way Fred used him as the butt for

a number of jokes.l couldn't help won-
dering what Chris could offer,musically,
away from the overpowering prescence of
Mr. Wedlock.Well,now I know the answer §
he is a fine musician with very catholic
tastes.

’
On his latest album his choice of material

is impressively wide,ranging from a
Django Reinhardt tune to an 18th century
Irish Harp tune and,including along the
way,a modern bluegrass tune,a (George

Gershwin song,a ragtime piece and a Sidney

Becket tune,Chris is Jjoined on the album
by a number of fine musicians ahd the
complete recording has a very "warm"
feel to it.I enjoyed the album a lot
and I recommend to all those who enjoy
listening to good guitarists,

Frank Sellors

W is now available solo A
but still makes

occasional

BEtn e ~ ..l":'--_'_. o f
= For botRings pleasewtite to
- Round House, Aston-on-Clun.
o Craven Arms, Shropshire 5Y7 8EN
" or phone 05887 418 or leave a message on

T TARS 01734 %56/7 3.30am- 6 D0pm weekdays

,é.
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STANLEY ACCRINGTON: OVER THE BALL/
SICK AS A PARROT,

In a sane society the release of a
new Stanley Accrington cassette
would be the cue for unparallelled
festivities and bacchanalia.

Fatted calves would be slain,
bottles of bubbly uncorked, a chain
of beacons would be lit from Brecon
to The Wash and a national holiday
would be declared. The problem is
that a sane society would be
unlikely to cast up a sufficiency
of vanities and foibles to keep

Stan in material and your corres-
pondent in tucks.

I think it was Flanders and Swann
who first drew attention to the
ease with which 'pee, po, belly,
bum, draws' gets laughs. Most
comics use it. Some with
discretion; others, among whom
Billy Connolly shall be nameless,
as a raison d'etre. Used on a
recording, its the audio equivalent
of dropping your pants. As soon

8 I hear it the bore detector
begins to register '10' on the
Manning scale. I was able to
listen to both these cassttes with-
out the needle flickering much

past . two.

To deal with 'Parrot' first, the
songs include 'No Iron Horses', a
cynical look at early steam trains,
'Cynthia' a splendid yarn of
intrigue and murder in the world
of Wooster and Jeeves (heavy
Thackeray influence here), ‘The
Norwegian Eurovision Entry’
complete with Muppet Swedish Chef
impression and the star turn is
undoubtedly the surreal ‘'Black
Holes in Failsworth's. The lyrics
are absolutely superd on this
piece, wonderful wordplay of the
gort that used to win John Lennon
literary awards. It's not easy
writing funny songs, but S.A. has
the knack of finding the right
line and slipping it in were you
least expect it.

‘Over The Ball', recorded live,
both benefits and suffers thereby.
Atmosphere there certainly is

but informality occasionaly
surrenders to chaos. The material
remains nonetheless splendid. My
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favourites are 'Erbert', 'The
Adventures of an Ovine Arthur
Scargill', 'The Cameroons World

Cup Song' and the splendid 'Queen
of The South' in which the sheer
horror of his puns are enough to
curl your hair. The most
interesting piece though is the
tapes only studio track 'The Great
Wallender' in as much as it's the
only song to feature an arrangement
of any description and outside
assistance in the shape of some
harmony vocals. It's a serious
work which brings me to the only
flaw I can find in the recordings.
There are geveral heavier songs
on the iwo sets and the problem
is not that they are good or bad
but rather that they are there at
all. Let me explain,

’

There's a very thin line between
class and crass and i1t takes a
mighty talent and self discipline
not to cross it. EBconomy of

prose and clarity of vision are
gifts of which only Eric Bogle

may safely be said to have a share
among current writers: the rest,
and that means every one who isn't
Eric Bogle, are dealing in banality,
pontification, condescension, and
inevitibly boredom. The problem
with Stan is that the worst thing
you can do to a thoughtful song

is to make it the filling between
two slices of mirth, so that a
song as well constructed as 'Thomas
Moore's Prayer' sits bizarrely
between rib-ticklers. Grim and
unlooked for like death at the
revels, it's as if some manic
producer had spllced the cruci-
fixion scene from'Ben Hur' into
'Life of Brian'. I don't know

what the answer is. Maybe save
the heavier material until there's
enough and release a cassette of
nothing else.

That's about it really. I'm
pleased that we now have a comic
whose courage will lead him to
attempt more complex material and
I am happy to-follow Stanley
wherever his muse leads him, along

-~ with my wife, who swears that if

she ever becomes a singer, she

- will adopt the name Alexandra Crewe.

Bernie Forkine..
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TRUSS AND BUCKET BAND "Claros"

TBLP 1.

The Truss and Bucket Band for those of
you not in the know come from Essex

and happen to be a reet grand bunch o'
lads. They're part of the new dance
born electric bands putting new ideas
into folk rock. This is their first
LB, It is stacked full of gems in the
thirteen tracks. These range from
some pretty bad traditional Australian
songs that would frankly be better off
not included, to lively jigs, self
written tunes and the songs of resident
minstrel and bass player Andrew King.

King's songs tell of life's rich

tapestry in such a down to earth way that
it is like Coronation Street on vinyl.

At times this electric aggregation

sound like an English Beach Boys, as on
the splendid "Rusharound Friday". An
Aussie bush band on "Denis O'Reily"

(Far and away the worst track!) and

even Stealers Wheel, on "sShadows on the
Chimney" and "Gap in the 0ld Stone Wall".

Very much a charming and cosmopolitan
album, highly recommended and yours

for a pittance £4.50 inc p&p from:

22 Whitehill Court, Whitehill,
Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2PS. The
opening song says it all in a neat
paradox, "On Shaky Ground" they well
could have been had this collection not
worked. Rest assured it most certainly
does and these boys are on terra firma.

STIMON JONES

JOHNNY COPPIN
"Forest and Vale and High Blue Hill"
Rola Records RO 15

The title, taken from Harvey's "A song

of Gloucestershire", should say it all.
This, in its simplest form is an authology
of Gloucestershire poets put to music

by Johnny Coppin, and produced as a
tribute to them.

My reservation about this record is
that to me it presents a sound that

is more suited to a genteel Cheltenham
soiree, complete with tinkling glasses
and reverential hush, rather than the
rich, earth-soaked tang of the
Gloucestershire vales and hills. The
close ties that these poets had with
the earth, especially Frank Mansell
and Laurie Lee are somewhat submerged
beneath the polite music that accom-

panies the words, despite the undoubted

taste and ability of the backing music-
ians.

By no means is this an uninteresting
record however, with gseveral interesting
sounds issuing forth, notably when

Paul Burgess joins in with recoxders,
and an exquisite rendition of John
Drinkwater's "The Cotswold Farmers".

I would advise people to buy the record
primarily as a collection of great
poetic value and secondly, if you can
shut out the image of the soiree, its
damned good listening. Finally, well
done Rola, for the insert. More z
companies take note, please.

IAN WOODS
JANE CASSIDY "Waves of Time"
Claddagh CCF6.

As I Walked Out/The Age of Man/Bonnie
Tavern Green/The Loving Game/Sweet
Portaferry/Dobbin's Flowery Vale/
Brendan's Song/Twenty One/Out of the
Window/Women Waiting.

A new name and face that I first noticed
lending support to Lindisfarne at the
Apollo at Christmas '82. Good looking,
a good guitarist and singer she reminded
me a little of Sandy Denny. I filed
her away in the back of my mind and
instantly forgot her.

"Waves of Time" was released around the
time of the concert and for a variety

of reasons never found its way onto my
desk until recently. The immediate
impression gained after a couple of plays
was the same as seeing her live - all
very well and good but so what?

By the fifth play though it began to sink
in that this was quite a good record

for a debut. Closer listening showed
that this young Ulster woman has a rich,
smooth voice not unlike Mae McKenna,

where ever she is now. The voice isn't
scared of trying a variety of styles
either, "Bonnie Tavern Green" has her
singing unaccompanied, while "Sweet
Portaferry" is a basic folk arrangement
over guitar, bouzouki and pipes.

"Women Waiting" has her fronting a rock
band with pipes in full cry as she
laments the loss at sea of her lover.

So, is Jane Cassidy worth your attention?
My answer is yes, because while "Waves

of Time" isn't anything like essential,
it’s a good springboard. After all there
are so called stars on the folk scene that

have made far worse first records than this.

SIMON JONES

FEDERATION

PAGE

TRLEPHONE

Newaletter Editor
Minute Becretary
Membership Secretary

Youth Organiser

Nigel Firth

Martin Critchley

3 Cromford Drive,Pemberton.Wigan.

57 Bridgewater Rd.Walkden.Manchester

OFFICER NAME ADDRESS
CHairman Ian Wells 62 Sydney Ave, Hesketh Bank. 077 473 3267
Treasurer Jenny Smith 867, Backpoo! Rol.,, Preston

0772 729737
0942 215621

061 799 5108

THE AIM OF THE FEDERATION

1. The 'block booking! of artists for tours.

2. Joint Publicity of the Member Clubs.

3. The general support of the Member Clubs.

4. The joint organisation of concerts and ceilidhs within our area.
5. The spupport of Festival Organisers within our area.

6. The organisation of events to attract under 18s to Folk Musioc.

The Member Clubs

Shall be the promotion of Folk Music in the North-West byt -

FOEK CLUB ~ TIMES OF ADDRESS ORGANISER ORGANISER'S
SMART ' PR
SUNDAY RHONE NO,. .
George & Dragon ﬁ-Sme. George & Dragon, Main St. Billinge Bernie Forkin 0744 53058
Leigh 8.00 pe.m.|The Courts Hotel, Church St. Leigh Jacqueline White (D942 678758
Poynton 8.00 p.m.{Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton Bric Brock 0625 872626
Rainford 8.15 p.m.|Golden Lion Hotel, Rainford Bob Leeming 0744 88 3424
Rave On - 8+30 p.m.{Grosvenor Rowing Club, The Groves. Chester Niok Mitchell t0244 315094
| MONDAY
Horwich 8:15 p.m. | The Crown Hotel,Horwich Sus Grills 0204 691430
Preston 8.15 p.m. |Lamb Hotel, Church St. Preston Bob Twisse 0254 21594
Poynton 8.00"p.m. JPoynton Folk Cenbre, Park Lane, Poynton ric Brock 0625 872626
The Triton 8.00 p.m, |The Triton Hotel, Paradise St. Liverpool Doreen Riokart 051 227 3911
‘ x 448 (work)
TUESDAY
Blackpool 8.00 p.m.|Kings Arms Hotel, Talbot Rd. Blackpool. Pete Rodger 0253 56290
Silver Birch 8.15 pem.|Silver Birch Inn, Birchwood Centre (Car Pk 4)Warrington|Moira Hindley 0925 36535
WEDNESDAY
Belle Green 8.30 p.m,{Prince of Wales, Belle Green Laye. Ince. Nr.Wigan Steve Bokeraley [0942 677955
Rihg 0'Bells 8.00 p.m.fRing O'Bells., Pit Lane, Widnes Jean Wrigley 051 424 1878
The Met. 8.00 p.m.[Catholic Metropolitan Club. 6la Bold St. Liverpool Reg Andrew 051 708 6409
White Swan B8.00 p.i1.|White Swan, Green St. Fallowfield. Manchester Anne Morris 061 881 8294
8. 30 pem. [Star Ian,Back Hope Street,Salford - 4Martin Gittine - [pé1 20 680r
THURSDAY |
J{ Pernhurst 8.30 pem.|Fernhurst Hotel. Bolton Rd. Ewood. Blackburn Ron Crane 0254 40347
| Fleetwood 8.15 pem.fNorth Euston Hotel, Fleetwood. (usu. Vantoni Room) Ron Baxter 03917 78606
MNawdesley 8.30 p.m. |Black Bull,Mawdesley (Monthly Derek Gifford 0704 822574)
Poynton 8.00 p.m. fPoynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton IBric Brock 0625 872626
Wigan _ 8.15 p.m. fPark Hotel, Market Sgare, Wigan oo = Toan Blackburn 0242 863389 |
i Two Tubs 8.30pm |Twe Pubs,The lyld,Bury(ad jacent to Parish Ghmroh) Moira Woodoook [061 723 1979
FRIDAY .
0ld Bhip 8,30 p.m. J01d Ship, Bastbank St. Southport TIan Wells 077 473 3267
{Bee 8.30 p.m, [[Bee Hotel, Bodfer 8t. Rhyl Dave Costello 0745 32488
Newcastle 8.00 p.m. fPack Horse, Station 8t. Longport. Stoke-on-Trent Jason Hill 0782 813401
Roebuck 8.30 pem. |Roebuck Hotel, Leyland Liz Sudell 0772 732660
Northwich 8.30 pem. |The Coachman, Hartford, Northwich Sean Boyle 0606 44361
Kingeway 8.30 p.m.|Wallasey Manor Tennis Club. Kingsway. Wallasey Arthur Marshall [[051 630 4239
SATURDAY
Bury 8.30 p.m, |The Napier, Bolton St. Bury. Sue Clegg 0706 841859
Brewery 8.30 pe.m. |[Brewery Arts Centre, 122a Highgate, Kendal.(occasionall Neil Johnson 539 25133
Tom'Hagll's Varies Various BEvents in Liverpool ‘and the Wirral Geoff Dormand 51 639 7928
Poynton 8.0C p.m. [Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poynton. rie Brock 0625 872626
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SIDMOUTH

30th International
FolKklore Festival
3rd-10th August 1984

Full details from:

Festival Office, 19 The Knowle,
Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8HL
Tel Sidmouth (03955) 5134

Book your holidays now!

Almost 200 Events

including
Fﬂ!t'e Shows
n

Further information from:
Edinburgh Folk Festival.
Palace Office Suites,
Castle St.

Edinburgh EH2 3AH.

Tel. 031 296 3645




HORWICH TOWN FOLK DAY

SATURDAY 7th APRIL 1984

|
\
CONCERT RIPLY WAYFARERS

Horwich Leisure Centre STRAWHEAD |
8.00 p.m. Tickets £2.50 BERNARD WRIGLEY |
|
CEILIDH TOLL BAR BAND n|
St. Mary’s Hall St. Chad'’s Irish Dancers ' |
3.15 p.m. Tickets 75p Swaggering Bony |
ii
SINGAROUNDS MUSICIANS SESSION ;i
Crown Hotel Bridge Inn N |
Toll Bar Inn 6.00 p.m. Free '!
1.00 p.m. Free :;
!.
WORKSHOPS !
SONGS OF LANCASHIRE BEGINNER MUSICIANS
Harry Boardman Our Lady of the Rosary School '
Our Lady of the Rosary School 3.30 p.m. Free .
3.30 p.m. Free
HORWICH AND ITS LOCO WORKS LANCASHIRE DIALECT ‘i
Terry Foley Brian Clare, Nellie Crutchlow, 1
St. Mary’s Hall Ron Standring 1'
(lower bar) Flockton Court ‘
3.30 p.m. Free 3.30 p.m Free "
PUNCH & JUDY NORTH WEST CLOG MORRIS ;i
Our Lady of the Rosary School Horwich Morris Men |
3.15 p.m. (from)  Free Our Lady of the Rosary Infant School |
3.30 p.m. Free I
CRAFT FAIR : MORRIS DANCING — About the Town
Spiritualist Church Country Fayre Morris Dancers’
10 p admission Horwich Prize Medal Morris Men

Rivington Morris
Southport Sword

FOR TICKETS PHONE
BOLTON 40949 HORWICH 691430 COPPULL 792304 WIGAN 832911
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Places to Eat

And All Things Nice; coffee shop, bistro, 92 Lee Lane
Brambles; coffee shop, 20 Winter Hey Lane

Village Eating House; licensed restaurant, 82 Winter Hey Lane |
The Nite Bite; take-away pizzas, etc., 69 Lee Lane |
Bridge Inn; bar snacks available from 5.30 p.m.

Crown Hotel and Toll Bar Inn; bar snacks normally available at lunchtime

HORWICH

TOMAN e -
COLK DAY
Sat 7NA|ori,
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