U (e
7

JUNE-AUGUST '84

=20p



VvOL.7,NO.

TJUNE - Av6usT

Page @ Comment.:

WELCOME to a bumper 32-page issue of the
Newsletter containing 3 months dates for
our member oclubs.

PERHAPS I should first comment on the
cover by our new artist,Irene Allen.
It represents men fighting,with the

large Pheonix symbolising that something

good can still be born out of a battle,

HERE THEN is a brief rundown of what you

can expect to find inside the magazine.
Simon Jones asks "Where are all the
rageed heroes" in an article about the
state of electric folk music on pages
6&T.Harry Boardman has supplied an
article all about the Manchester
Ballads,which he has just published a
book on in conjunction with Roy Palmer.

THERE are of course all the usual
features such as Song Exchange and so
on as well as club dates for three
months.I must apologise however that
there is no Dancing article as I didn't
receive it in timejalso I had hoped to
publish one of Keith Roberts' songs,but
unfortunately there was hno Iroo0m.

ONCE again things seem to be looking up
clubwise as we have another four new
clubs joining since last issue.There's
also better news on the festival front
as you will see from the festival
details given inside,

N.B. CLOSING DATE FOR OUR NEXT
ISSUE(Sept-lov) IS JULY 25th
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I was hoping that we would for once

have had a decent turnoul at our recent
Annual General Meeting,however we only
got 8 club organisers despite giving
ample warning of the meeting.The sirange
part is that we actually got organisers
from Wallasey and Northwich but not

from the closer clubs.Perhaps someone
can explain this phenomenon ?A report
on the meeting is on page 3.

DRSPITE the lack of Crewe & Nantwich
Festival this year,the North-West is not
entirely without festivals during the
summer. There are mini-festivals at
Whitehaven & Northwich during June,while
at the end of August there are the
stalwarts of the North-West festival
scene,Kendal & Fylde.I hope you will

all go out & give all of these as much
support as you can.We can ill-afford

the loss of another festival.

EVEN THOUGH it is the festival season,
don't forget your local folk club,quite
a few stay open at lcast part of the
summer,so if you the chance,do go along
and support them as well.

FINALLY, I musn't forget to thank as
always all those without whom this

would not be possible.Typists Elaine
Derbyshire,Angela Forkin and Chris Roach;
distributors Pete Rimmer & Bill Derbyshire.
See you all in September {
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GOOD NEWS to begin this month about FIC JCHES . He: is up
and about and is beginning to travel around.He recently
stayed with Paul Metsers and popped down with them to
the Northwest Guitar Club in Southport where Hobson &
Lees were periorming.
He is still limping and prefers to stand rather tuan
sit for much of the time.He is weuring glasses and you
may not recognise him at first glance.Byually,he may
not recognise you,but please introduce yourself and chat
about old times - this is how he is gradually putting
his memory back together.
Paul tells me that liic has enjoyed accompanying him to
some bookings.Music Therapy is used even for the
unmusical - think of how much more important it is to
a musician. Ian Wells
FYLDE FOLK FESTIVAL takes place over the period 3lst
August to 2nd September in and around the Marine Hall
in Fleetwood.There are as usual a wide range of events
inoluding Folk Club,Concert,Music Hall & Ceilidh as well
as Clog Dance Championships and Dialect Competitions.
A selection of the artists appearing arej
ALBION BAND,BRASS MONKEY,OYSTER BAKD, FLOWERS & FROLICS.
ROY HARRIS,ELLIE BLLIS & SaRA GREY,5AM STEPIENS &
ANNE LENNOX-MARTIN,DR.SUNSHING,ALAYN BELL BAWD plus
many more groups & sinpers tozether with Morris & Sword
teams. Tickets are £11.00 for the weckend before 15th
July and seesion tickets are from £2.50.For more
information,please sce the advert on page 21.

EENDAL FOLK FESTIVAL takes place over the weekend of
24th-26th August at and around the Brewery Arts Centre,
Kendal.The wide ranme of events includes Concerts,
ceilidhs,workshops,singerounds,dance dizplays etc.
Some of those appearing includes
DICK GAUGHAN,WHIPI'ERSHAPYER,DAVE SWARBRICK,ICHA,
RICHARD THOKMPSON BAND, BLOWZABELLA , BAVESDROPYER
plus other local artists and morris teams etc.For more
details please contact the Brewery Arts Centre on
0539 25133 or see the advert on pase 32.

NORTHWICH FOILK WEEKEND takes place mainly at the
Coachman,Chester Road,lartford near Northwich over the
weekend of 22-24 June.On Friday taere's Roy Harris at
the club,on Saturday there are singarounds and dancing
through the day {follovwed by Shegui in concert in the
evening.On Sunday there's a survivors singaround.l'or
more details contazt Sean Boyle on 0606 44361

WHTTEHAVEN FPOLK CLUB are holding s Follk Pestival at the
end of June on Friday Z9th & Saturday 30th at the
Rosehill Theatre,Moresby,Whitehaven.On Friday from 7.30
there iz dance with the Ellen Valley Band plus Inclognito
and Bram Taylor,whilst in the bar is a session.On
Saturday from 12 noon there's a guitar workshop followdd
at 2pm by a concert featuring Inclosgmito,Chris Newman,
Dave Smith & July Dinning % Roaring Jelly.In tae evening
is another concert with Loose Chippings,Dave Walters,
Roaring Jelly and Boys of the Lough.More details from
Bassenthwaite Lake 580,

BIVERLAY 0L Wi3TIVAL takes place over the weekend of
the 2.nd-24th June and has had to make a very late

thange to the bill,Richard Thompson has cancelled his
appearance as it stands in the way of recording contracts
in the USA.He has been replaced by Bill Caddick and the
Rough Band - Graeme Taylor & John Davey of Home Service,
5Steve Dixon & of course Bill Caddick himself.Further
details will be found in the advert on page 32.

THE NORTH-WEST Guitar Club meet on the first Friday of
the month at the Southport Arts Centre (T'Other Bar).
Their next event is on Friday July 6th when they present
John Hobson & Howard Lees at 8. 30pm.Pete Rimmer tells me
they are well worth booking for a club,and in fact goes
a5 far as to challenge club organisers to turn up to

see them and if you doa't liwe them,Pete will give you
your money backiTickets are £1.50 and further inform-
ation from Pete on Southport 67852,

YOU ¥MAY REMEMBER there was aletter from Mike Billington

in the last issue asking for songs about hunting of

fhe fox,hare,otter,mink ete.,the shooting of game and

also whaling.I forget to include his address for all

such information to be sent toy it is in fact
8,Brundretts Rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy,Manchester

or you can phone Mike on 061 881 8729,

WHDIE WALKER has written to me to say that he has little
response from Club Orgaunisers to his last advert in the
Wewsletter.He tells me his fees are very reasonable
(around £50) and yet wonders why people won't even ring
up to find out about him.He has appeared at one or two
clubs in the area {notably Poynton,Rainford,Fleetwood,
Blackpool & Northwich) so if you want to find out what
he's like just ring these organisers.Enough said,its up
to you.,now.

I CASE anyone is interested,.T promised I would put some
Bluegrass dates in the lewsletter.American Bluegrass
guitarist DAN CRARY is on tour in June,and these seem to
be the nearest to the Norta-West:
11th,Tom Hall's Tavern,Liverpool more info from John
15th,Dudley Town Hall,W.Midlands Atkins, 0384 295267

THE NORT/I-WRST FEDERATION OF FOLK CLUBS recently held its
Amnual General Meeting at the Market Tavern,Wigan.Full
dgtails should be available soon from your club organiser,
but here is i brief report.The main decision of the meeting
which was atlended by organisers representing some 8 member
clubs wao to decidle to continue mainly as last year,that

is to concentrate on the Wewsletter.The existing Officers
were unanimously re-elected and we were also able to add
Pete Rimmer us publicity officer and Sean Boyle as Tours
Coordinator (sce article elsewhere in this magazine).It

was ducgeested that a Youth Organiser was important and

that we hud managed to have two very successful Youth
Concerts in the pasat;Volunteers please step forward-it
might be a good idea to phone Derck Gifi'ord on
0704 822574,who has run just such a concert.

A long-term aim is try to have a regional

structure which would allow more frguent mne: t- 3
ings on a more represcntative buasis.More

details irom Higel [irth,0942 215521,
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NEWS FIRST of scoveral new clubs joining since our last
iszues

THE BOTHY Folk Club in Southport is of course a long
established club and has just celebrated its 19th
birthday.It meets every Sunday at 8pm at the Blundell
Arms in upper Aughton Road,Birkdale,Southport.The club
operates an alternate guest/singers‘ night policy and
the residenta are: Pete Rimmer,Faul Reid,Clive Fownceby,
Cathie Stuart and Ken Dunlop.Regular Ceilidhs are run
by the club which is also the birthplace of Scuthport
Swords,Southport Mummers and the Argameles Clog Teams.
Further details from Clive Pownceby on 051 924 5078

or Pete Rimmer on 0704 67852,

THE STUMP Folk Club is a relatively new club,having
been running for only about twelve months at the

RAWSON ARMS in Peel Street,Farnworth,Bolton every
Thursday at 8. 30pm,The residents are Stump Folk,Bernar:
& Margaret,Under a Fiver,Tom,Ian;the club is run on

an alternate guest/aingers' Nights approach.The organ
iser of the club is Bernard Cromarty who you can contact
on Farnworth 71167.

THE VALLEY FPOLK CLUB is another new club,having only
been running a few wecks at the time of going to press.
It meets at the GARDENERS ARMS,Vallett's Lane,Off
Chorley 0ld Road,Bolton on Sunday evenings at 8, 30pm.
They ®gain run on an alternate singers' nights and
auests arrangement ond their residents are Under a
Fiver (that's their name,not their rate for bookings!).
The organiser is D.J.Yelding and hie telephone number
is Parnworth 793961.

YET ANCTHER NEW CLUB,whose details arrived too late for

a full inclusion are the WHITE BEAR Folk Club who mest

at the WHITE BEAR Hotel which is on the main A6 at

Adlington.They meet every Tuesday at 2.30pm and are
currently running on a purely singers' night
basis.There is no resident group a. such,but
the 'Organiger' is Glyn Hughes whe you contact
on Adlington 482520,

FULL DEPAILS of the guests at all these new clubs will
be found in our three-month olub calendar on Pages 16
to 18.

THE OLD SHIP in Southport is just about to start its
Summer Folk.Sessions which will consist of residents
from the 0ld Ship,together with residents from other
local folk clubs.These are to run on Wednesdays from
8pm and will happen on roughly a fortnightly basis.

If these prove popular,they may be the foous for the
club to reopen properly in the Autumn,so go along &
give them as much support as you canj singers always
welcome.More details from Ian Wells on O7T 473 3267.

AS THE BREWERY Folk Club in Kendal tend to meet on
different nights of the week,I can't fit them into
our usual Calendar format.Here are their dates for
the next three monthss:
Saturday, June 9th at 8,30,Alan Taylor & Rab Noakes #*
Friday -, June 15th at 8.30,Gary & Vera Aspey *
Wednesday,July 4th at 8.30,Touchstone
All the events take place at Brewery Arts Centre in
Kendal and tickets are available in advance for those
events marked *.

THE TRITON Folk Club in Liverpool are holding special
free entry singerounds during August as their contri-
bution to the International Garden Festival.A special
welcome is extended to anyone visiting the oity,both
performers,people who just want to sing or play and
to spectators alike.

A very special evening comes to Poynton Folk Centre on
June 24th,when Ashley Hutchings presents "An evening
with Cecil Sharp".This'should prove a fascinating
entertainment and I hope that you will turn up early
as its likely to be very well supported.

ADVANCE NOTIGE OF THE Following Dates for September:
(411 the dates are Sptember and are on the club's
usual night,except where otherwise noted).
21st, GERRY HALLOM , Northwich Folk Club
2nd, PYEWACKEIT , Rave On Folk Club
19th, CILLA FISHER & ARTIE TREZISE , Whitehaven
3rd, CHRIS PARKINSON & ROBIN GARSIDE ,Preston
9th, PETE COE ,Bothy (southport)
6th. JOLLY JACK , Mawdesley
5th, WATERSONS , White Swan,Manchester
5th, TWO BEGGARMEN ,The Star,Salford
Full details of these in the September issue,which will
be published on August 25th.

MOST CLUBS close for part of the summer,although some
are open gll summer.full details will be found in the
Club Calendar,together with their reopening dates,as
far I am aware of them.The good news is that all the
clubs are intending to reopen in September,and that
is the first year I can remember this hus happened.

I HAVEN'T given Radio Details this time,as you will find
these in the article on page 10.

THRERE AREN'T many Ceilidhs over the next three months,
but here are details of those T have:
5at. June 2nd Antrobus Village Hall with Wyches Cauldron
contact Sean Joyle for details
Sat. Jun= 9th Poynton Folk Centre with Cuckoo's Nest
2’ singaround with Abalon.

T CASE I've been unable to alter it in the Newsletter,
I'11 tell you that BERWARD WRIGLEY is on at the George
& Dragon Jolk Club,Billinge on Sunday June 24th,and
not as stated in the advert.

TWO Yia®S AGO,Paul Graney,one of Britains foremost
Folklorists,died.lle left behind a very large,mixed up
collection of very fragile tape recordings,many of
which are unigue.These are gradually being catalogued
and transferred to good guality tapes.This will not be
cheap and various funraising efforts are being made to
help this.The Star in Salford are running a special
summer season where guests are coming for nominal fees
(of £10) and the balance raised is all going to this fund.
If your club oan help at all,get in touch with Martin
Fittins on 061 205 3680.

CLUB OF THE MONTH -

northooichi
Folk cluB

NorthwichFolk Club is in its eighth year
and is still thriving.Club histories are
oiten boring,so sufiice it to say the
only change in seven years has been the
move from the White Lion in ths town
centre to a better venue at the Coachman,
Chester Rd.,Hartlford (opposite the rail-
way ztation). 5

So what do you get from a trip to
Northwich [Folk Club on a Friday night
The first thing you get is charged,fl
for non-members, 70p for members % 50p
for performers;its a £1 to Join for a
year.Prices are raised occasionally for
Special lNiights when expensive top line
guests are booked.The most recent was
with Phil & Johnny Cunningham which was
a great success.lie run alternate guest
& singers' Nights which allows two weeks
to pay for one guest,so keeoving prices
down,

~J

Anyway,having parted with your money you
can enter the c¢lub which is situated in
a converted stable separate [rom the pub.
There is a small bar with an open fire
which opens onto the ¢lub room which can
hold about 40 peocple round tubles or 80
concert style.The arrangement works well
and there is little noise from the pub,
although real ale fans have to walk over
there as the club's beer is keg and like
95% of the pubs in Northwich is Greenall
dhitley.

So,onto the actual evening which will be
introduced by one of the club's six
residents,S3andy Boyle,Tony Howard,faul
Taylor,Iain Bowley,Rod Mclermot or Sean

residents'! panel (especially Paul
Taylor's eye make-up).But back to the
evening,it starts at 8. 30,the bar
shuts at 11.00 and,having drunk up,

it finally finishes at around 11, 30.

Even on Singers' Nights there will be
& featured performer who does a short
onest spot.This person may be a
regular getting a chance to do more
than the usual two or three songs or
an up & coming performer loocking for
a full booking.This idea has proved
very successfulsthe residents have
been consistently surprised by the
effort put in by the invited floor
singers who have turned out some
cracking nights.Hopefully you will
have had a very enjoyable evening and
will come back again (which is what
it is all about).

Besides club nights many other events
are organised.Ceilidhs are arranged

at Antrobus Village Hall and always

go well.There is usually a club
narrowboat trip each year and nobody
has fallen in yet.The biggest event
organised by the Club was the 1983
Northwich folk Festival which is sadly
not to be repeated rdue to lack of
support from the local authority.Those
who enjoyed it may like to know there
is a small folk weekend this year on
June 22/23 with Roy Harris,Shegui and
local liorris Dancers.The club also
produces its own newsletter which
apart from allowing the residents to
swop insults gives short descriptions
of guests and details of ceilidhs and
other events.

In conclusion the only puzzle is why
such a great c¢lub should have waited
so long to be club of the month.
Answers please,on the back of a &5
note, to the Treasurer,Northwich Folk
Club,The Coachman,lartford,lorthwich.

Sean Boyle

Boyle.bince club policy is for them to
take a back seat when floor singers are
available you may only hear one or two
from the compere to start the evening.
The club's musical policy is strict,it
must be folk singing or playing,no
horses or parrots are allowed to
perform.Seriously though, despite being
registered with BFDSS,the club operates
a broad policy,as can be seen f{rom
guest lists and the make-up of the

or write to; 29 BEECH WALK,

garp and Uera Aspey
"STCRIES, Traditional & Own SO&GS

with HUMQUR"
Booking Enquiries : TkL: (0942) 671995

LEIGH,
LANCASHIRE WN7 3LL. 5




Where are all the Ragged Heroes?

"Where are all the Ragged Heroes?
buried in their suits so fine,
withered rose lies on the headstone.
Will it bloom a second time?"

Rageged Heroes by Jon Tams.

Over the years there's been copious
amounts of dross written about folk
rock, if you followed the music
press at times there were cartloads
of the stuff, and at others a
positive dearth, One week it was
"hip" to drop names like Span,
Albion and Fairport, the next the
same name droppers were telling you
it was all dead and meaninglesse.
True the last few years of the 70s
were somewhat akin to "plauge
years", but the electric muse was
never deceased, more slumbering
with one eye half open, waiting for
the right momente.

So here we are in Orwell's year and
"electric folk" is back, albeit in
a slightly altered form from the
old. The pages of this magazine
have for the past couple of issues
contained the odd review of the
"new wave" This piece is not to
comment on those views but merely
to expand upon them and to look at
who is involved. (I might suggest
you also read Colin Irwin's crucial
"Rogue Folk" article in Southern
Rag 14.)

It's true to say that the first
wave of folk rock had said its
pisce by 1976, having Jjigsed and
reeled itself right up a dead end.
As relevant to their day as the
plethora of albums released then
were, very few expanded upon the
basic outline Fairport began on
"Leige and Leif". Those that did
are legend and if you don't own
them shame on you. Steeleye Span
were the best with "Please to sec
the King", "Parcel of Rogues" and
the underated "Commoner's Crown"
"Morris On" was a curious beast,
and it's child The Albion Country
Band left us "Battle of the Field",
among the debts. Geordie delights
Jack the Lad cut the undiscovered
"01ld Straight Track", while
Ireland's sons Horslips cut
"Dancehall Sweethearts", ahead of
it's time if any ever was. Richard
Thompsons, Carole Pegg and Sandy

Denny made brave solo efforts that

actually covered new ground. But
let anybody start the old fiddle
dominated "let's get ‘em dancing"
gsyndrome and these feet head for
the door, (exit stage left). It's
fine in context, ie 1974, but not
as a new product in 1984, That's
partly why I'm one who supports
the new breed of folk rock to the
hilt; also because I first got
enthusiasm during the famine, and
so watched the second coming as it
Zrews

The roots of the new music can be
tLraced back to 1978, when several
crucial albums were cut by the likes
of The Albion Band, Richard Thompson,
iladdy Prior and Gay & Terry Woods.
These were all records that dumped
what had gone before and pushed in
with new ideas and material, they
could be called stage setters for
what was to follow four years hence.

Yhile the earlier mentioned "rouge
folk" is not all electric, the new
folk rock comes under the folds of
its cloak and the two share common
ground when we're talking about
origins. Some artistes came out

of the country dance boom, that had
everyone from the Scouts to the WI
holding ceilidhs as fundraisers.
Here there wasn't the somewhat
oppressive atmosphere of the folk
music circut so that styles, sounds
and influences mixed which benefited
the bands when they later diversified.
Secondly there are the people who
(l1ike me) grew up with Steeleye and
earlier bands, and who were now
forming their own outfits. Span,
Fairport and Lindisfarne all got
453 into the top 30. There were
always album cultists too, so if
you didn't have a hit, it didn't
mean you weren't an influence.

Punk rock also helped, since it
showed anyone could form a band,
you didn't have to take a BA in
classical guitar, Jjust get up and
do ite It also ushered in the
DIY recording set up and the
growth of small labels which folk
had ahd for years but never
utilised. Now everybody's got
their own label, distributed by a
major mail order outlet and if you
can't afford a record then tapes
are cheaper still.

by Simon Jones

There was also the rise of the
Celtic fringes to consider, as
Ireland rediscovered electric music
and bands who'd been playing Gaelic
rock for years began to be noticed,
especially those from the Highlands
of Scotland. Later still a hand-
ful of rock bands appeared that
took some notice of their heritage;
Dexy's Midnight Runners grabbed
hahdfuls of Irishness, while Big
Country's Scottish guitars Jjigged
up the charts. Down in Swindon

the reclusive XTC produced the
antique English "Mummer", named
after the ritual.

Some of the old guard who first
danced light and fancy during the
early 70s, now cannily wove in
with the new names, very often
producing works to cap or equal
anything they did before. Prob-
ably more important than any of
these was the fact that artistes
began to rediscover their soul and
sometimes a cause or two to
pioneer. The folk scene seems to
me to have been much more popular
when it was everyone's cause in a
corner, back in the 60s. Let's
hope then we get a bit more guts
and controversays. For those of you
who prefer your music without a
point, remember earlier I said the
new breed of folk rock was different
than it's parent. If you go
seeking Steeleye Span in a Maddy
Prior album then you're in for a
surprise. Meantime keep your eyes
open for people like these and
check out their vinyl offerings, a
gshort list of selected releases
below. This is only a selction
and a personal one at that, ask
the next writer and chances are
you'd get another set of choices.

01d_Faces/New. Values.

Maddy Prior and the Answers:
"Going for Glory". Spindrift.
Richard Thompson: "Hand of
Kindness" & "Shoot Out fhe Lights"

annibuly
Lindisfarne: "Sleepless Nighta".
LMP.
Horslips: “Short Stories Tall
Tales". Mercury.
Paul Brady: "Hard Station." 21
Records.

Jumpleads:
Die." Ocke
"Truss and Bucket Band": Claros.
Pyewackett: "The Man In The Moon
Drinks Claret". Familiar.

Oyster Bands: "BEnglish Rock'n'Roll,
The Early Years." & "Lie Back and
Think of England." Pukka Records.
English Country Blues Band: "Home
and Deranged." Rogue.

Keepers Gate Bands: "One" Tape only,
Mark T: "What's it All About?"

Cheap Tack. Tape Only.

"This day the Stag Must
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Moving Hearts: "Moving Hearts."WEA
"Dark End of the Street." 51% Records.
RunRig. "The Highland Connection."

& "Recovery." Ridges
New_Bands, No_ Product.
Home Service. Paccamax., PogueMahone.

Odds_but_very few_Sods.

Andy Cronshaw. "Great Dark Water."
Waterfront,.

Dick Gaughan, "A Different Kind of
Love Sdng." Celtic Music.

Mark Knoplfler. "Local Hero Sound
track." Vertigo.

A Quick Wordeases

Some of these choices need a little
expansion so: RunRig are a superb
band who hail from Skye and play
Gaelic rock music, with a folk
tinge. The Oyster Band shed some
members when they were Fiddler's
Dram and now have a tight very
English sound that more traditional
ears would not find too risky.

Both the Truss and Bucket and
Keeper's Gate are ex dance circuit
bands, one concentrating on their
own songs and the others on more
traditional material. Mark T. is

a new solo artist who could well

do that cliched phrase "Singer/Song-
writer" much good. Poguemahone are
a new wave (read punk) folk group,
with roots in styles of the Clash
and their ilk. Paccamax are a
bunch of Geordie electrofolkers
playing folk with rythm'n'blues.
Andy Cronshaw is a fine gent who

was doodling on his electric zither
back in the 70s and still is. Ma
Mark Knopfler is an oddity, he's
the leader of Dire Straits
normally, but here produced a
cracking folk album as the sound-

J1=
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CHAIRMAN'’S RANT by 1an Wells

Two things happened recently that made
me think about the Federation's reasons
for existence. A club organiser -

not in the Federation - said to me
"Your Federation isn't doing what it's
aims say it doesg". Then Alan Beswick
of Red Rose Radio rang me up and asked
me to talk about the Federation for one
of their daytime shows.

FPirst, we know we are not fulfilling
the aims as printed. Last year's AGM
consciously chose to concentrate on
those aims which could be attempted
with the people available. In effect,
that meant the Newsletter. This covers
the specific aims 1.2, & 5 (joint
publicity and general support of the
member clubs and support of festival
organisers). Aim 1, block booking of
artists, has been attempted more than
once without much success. This is
scarcely surprising when one of our
member clubs books 18 months ahead and
another about 5 says! However, the
size of the area covered means that the
club list is used by artists planning
tours and some informal co-cperative
booking does occur.

Joint organisation of events is always
open to club organisers but a more
formal approach to our 4th aim awaits

the arrival of a suitable volunteer.

So does the under-18 work of the 6th aim.
I don't believe a youth policy can start
at Federation level but it could be a
forum to publicise or spread work alrea-
dy being done within it's area.

At the moment, the Federation is the
Newsletter and the Newsletter is the
Federation. I don't apologise for this
state of affairs. It is performing a
useful function and is frequently
admired by visitors to the area. It
also provides a base for wider public-
ity and contacts with local radio and
with Regional Arts Associations. This
fulfils the broader aim of promoting
folk music generally in the area of our
clubs. However, we would all welcome
the arrival of volunteers to broaden the
work and to take up some of the other
aims and activities.

The Federation has no secret reserves of
time, talent or ability nor has it any
magic wands. It simply has you, those

people already active in and concerned
about folk music. I cannot command

anyone to volunteer - I merely ask

you to consider not only what you want
done but also how much effort you are
prepared to put in to do it.

(See also the report on the AGM
elsewhere in this issue - ED) .

Ragged Heroes(fromp.7)

track to "Local llero".

The North West has so far produced
very little, if anything in the
way of new electric folk, where
are you all? Come out and tell us
you exist, don't you want a plug?
You can find this hack atj

63, Little Moss, Scholar Green,
Cheshire, I'1X1l be only too happy
to redress the balance.

So, where are all the Ragged Heroes?

Not far behind and coming up on
the rails,

S S ERT
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Cogalers Music

Hand=Made Instrument Cases
DUTO00TTC D CTTTTOUTOTTTUTTTT0

—~traditional plywood construction,
featuring brown vinyl exterior with
all=round edge trim and highly
padded plush interior. All our
cases are custom-made, and we
welcome enquiries for cases for
any instruments. Typical prices
are:

Guitar £55
Concertina £22
Bodhran £32
Melodeon £27

Concertina Regairs

-we ofter a speedy and personal
service for all types of repairs
eg:
Retune, Anglo
Retune, English
Respring
Repad

£1.10 per key
£0.95 per key
£0.35 per key
£0.35 per key

We also undertake complete renov-
ations, and repairs to both bellows
and woodwork.

Tel : 051-420 7966

SONG EXCHANGE 1 5y)¢

Conducted by JOAN BLACKBURMN

If you would like the words, music and/or chords of a song,

write in to "Song Exchange',

Close, Abram, near Wigan, Lancs,
should be directed to the same

SOUND THE PIBROCH

RIEGUEST ¢

c¢/o Joan Blackburn, 4 Rosewood

WINZ a5 XT . Readers' renlies

address.

(Scottish Traditional)

Sound the pibroch loud on high,
Frae John o' Groats tae Isle o
Let every clan its slogan cry:

Rise and follow Charlie!

Chorus:

skye,

We will rise and follow, follow,

We will rise and follow, follow,
We will rise and follow on,
Rise and fTollow Charlie!

See that swall devoted band,

On dark Loch Sheil they made their stand,
And bravely vowed with heart and hand

To rise and follow Charlie.

From every hill and every glen

Are gathering fast the ilieland men;
They grasp their dirks and cry again:

[lurrah! for Royal Charlie.

On dark Culloden's field and moor,

ilark, they shout - Claymore!

Claymore!

They bravely fought, wha could do more

Than die for Royal Charlie?

Now on that barren heath they lie,

Their funeral dirge, the eagles'!
sigh,
Wha fought and died for Charlie.

The mountain breez s moan and

No more we'll see such dceds

cCry,

again,
Deserted is each mountain glen,

And lonely cairns are all the men

Wha fougsht and died for Charlie.

Sound the pibroch loud on higl,

FFrae John o' Groats tae Isle skye,

Let every clan its slogan cry:

Rise and fol!llow Charlie!
We will rise and follow, fol'ow,
We will rise and fo!low, fol!low,
We wil rise and fo''ow on, ;

Hise and follow Charlie!

62 Ridge Crescent, Hawk Green,
Marple

CONTACT:

PHIL HEALD
33 Yew Tree Drive,

i

Lammack, Blackburn.
TEL: 52186

’ (home)
OR: 54850

FOLK GROUP

Stockport SKG 7JA

Folk topics and news
9 from Greater Manchester and Cheshire

postal subscribers (£1.90 for 4 isse)




WIRELESS WAVES:

" Folk on Local Radio

Are you one of the people who get
their fix of Folk off the airwaves?
i.es the talking type wireless
folk shows You are no doubt aware
of the frequencies and wavelengths
of the local radio stations in the
front of this magazine. What may
not be so obvious is that if you
live on the fringes of the region
it is possible to receive output
from stations in adjoining areas.

I recently spent one Saturday
afternoon armed with the 1984 Folk
Directory, which contains a comp-
rehensive list of radio stations
that have a folk programme, and the
radio switched to VHF. From
Salford this is what came through:

by Mark Dowding

Reception cannot be guaranteed
because of the type of transmitter
that the respective stations use -
I can receive Derby but not
lottingham which are next door to
one another geographically.

If you find that you are able to
pick up any of these stations, why

not write and let them know, telling

them what you think of the pregramme
and send them details of your local
club. It may be that people who
usually listen could decide to pop
over one night (stranger things
have happened in folk music, e.g.
this magazine being published on
time, or the Editor getting a

round of applause for singing!!).

Station Frequency/Wavelength
FM(MHz) AM (XHzfm )
BBC Sheffield 97.4 1035/290
Piccadilly 97.0 1152/261
BBC Derby 0645 1116/269
BBC Lancashire 96,4 8#5/851
BBC Merseyside 95.8 1485/202
BBC Manchester 98:1 1458/206
BBC Leeds 92.4 774/3E8

Fri 6-~7.00 pm.

Sun 10.11.00 pm.

Wed 8-9.00 pm,
Monthly Sun 11.05-11.35 am.

Tue 6,30-7,00 pm.

Sun 5.15-5.45 pm.

Tue 6-6.45 pms,

Depending upon where you live,
quality of your receiver and serial,
and local topography, you might

also care to listen out for the
following:

Mhilst you are in the writing mood,
drop a line to the Newsletter
telling us what you've found so we
can pass the information on to
other listeners in your area.

Aire (Leeds) 94,6 828/362
BBC Cumbria 95.6 756/307

(Carlisle) 1458/206
Hallam (Shef'ld) 25.9 1548/194
Manx (I of lan) 89 or 06 1368/219
BBC Nottingham 954 L5821 /197
E?nnine (Bradf'd )96.0 12 78/845

Tue 7=-10,00 pm,
Sun 10,30-11.00 am.

Fri 8-9.00 pm,
Sun 4.30-6.,00 pme.
Thu 6-7.00 pm.
Thu 6-9.00 pm.

Why not SIUBSGRIBE

TO HE NuWSLETTER TO B3I 503k or A REGULAR CCPY 7
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Please send me a cony of the Hewsletter each time it is published ; I enclose
a cheque for 22.00 made nayable to H.d..5.C.
I understand this covers 5 isiues over a one-year veriod.
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BROADFOLK

There hasn't been anything very
.exciting outside the regular
programmes in the past two months
g0 let's take this opportunity to
concentrate on them. Folk on 2 is
actually thriving at it's new time
(Saturday 6-7pm) as producer John
Morrison deliberately attempts to
hang on to listeners of Sport on 2
who may never have heard good folk
music before. le starts with a
fairly accessible record - vintage
Steeleye and Tairport often used -
but pulls no punches with the
interviews that are frequently the
heart of the programme. I think
this is working.

In contrist, one of the Manchester
based programmes produced by Peter
Pilbeam went completely the
opposite way. A recording from
the National Folk Festival (son of
Loughborough) of the Nottingham
Traditional Music Club in action
was 27 minutes into the programme
before an instrument was heard at
all!

Don't forpet that Welsh region
programmes are audible over at
least part of our region. Folk on
Monday (on 340m) is currently 10.15

to 11.00pm and is always interesting
(presenter Geoff Cripps and producer

Jack King). The Welsh language
Gwerin is on VHF on Tuesdays at
10,20 - 11.00pm.
from R4 changes that have spilled
over into the Radio Wales/Radio
cymri schedules and reduced them
from the full hour.

The best of the local. radio
programnes is undoubtedly Radio
Merseyside's Folk Scene (Tuesday
6.30 - 7.00pm and repeated on Sat.
6.30)., Stan Ambrose and Geoff
Speed deserve recognition for
longevity with consistent gquality.
The programme is always
professional, never less than
interseting, often fascinating and
sometimes rivetting.

The longest air time of our local
programmes is Piceadilly's FOLKSPAN
in which Harry Ogden pursues his
merry way at varying times on
Sunday nights.
most pushed around of the surviving

Both are suffering

This is probably the

shows. Radio Lancashire continues
with it's policy of folk music for

unemployed agnostics with Lancashire
Drift one Sunday in four at 11.30am,

repeated the following Friday at
3.30, Within this ludicrous
schedule, Simon Johnson does a good
job. Better times may be on the
way .

Incidentally, BBC Radio Stoke

reacted to their copy of the PERFORM

survey like this: "There is no
indigenous folk music in this area
and the local clubs survive on
national guests and local copies
of them." That is why they have
no folk show. Any comments from
our Stoke area readers?

Last but by no means least, Radio

Janchester. Mike Billington is
taking over the Folk Spot as Cathy
Dixon has departed to Radio London.
They have Jjust run a 6 part Folk
Club series at 5.15 an Sundays, of
which I caught the first three.

It was set in a mythical Radio
Mlanchester folk club recorded in a
real pub in Horwich which is not
currently staging any live musice
The series had the strengths and
wealnesses of a live club. It had
a real audience including hecklers;
it had residents John Leonard and
John Squire. Dave Shaunnon played
a very real M.C. - he didn't turn
up for one of the ses~ions! The
guests I heard were Pat Ryan,
Inclognito, and Derek & Di Boak
but they were all hacked down to
two songs. Other elements of Baz
Barkers editing were a bit rough:
Pat was in weak 1l; in week 2 some-
one sald "When Pt was here a few
werks ago..."! The overall atmos-
phere was good but it would have
been better with more songs from

each of the guest aaiiﬂts. 4“1
P12




Tours News I
; RS
I have volunteered at the recent A QoM \ot

by Harry Boardman

to be Tours Coordinator (not Organiser).
I would be grateful therefore il any
club intending to book an artist well
in advance could get in touch with me
if that artist in interested in doing

a tour of HWFFC clubs.

Any artists or agents are also welcome
to ring with proposed dates when they
are available.l will keep this inform-
ation on file and pass it on to any
Federation club that contacts me,unless
told otherwise.Negotiations on price
will be between artist/agentrand the
club involved.

I have devised this system primarily
because I'm lazy,but I would suzgest
that,if people use it,it might result
in

a) Cheaper Fees for clubs

b) More efficient tours for artist

0

S0 how about trying the system for a
year and see what can be done,but
remember please phone me,I won't phone

you. _
Tours Coordinator , Sean Boyle

Telephone 0606 44361
evenings only please )

P.S. I1'11 bell you how its going in the
next magazine.

IT MAY BB appropriate to note here that|.

ROY HARRIS would be interested in a
tour of about a week during March 1985.
If you are interested,please contact
Nigel Firth on Wigan 215621 or Sean
Boyle ag aboves

Broadfolk (¢p.ll)

Tinally, please support your

producers and presenters. They
really appreciate your feedback
whether you write, ring or call.

FOLKEAR

12

>/ TRADITIONAL ™
##CSONGS AND TUNE

For those of us long in tooth and grey of
whiskers, who have been involved in the
folk song revival for the past twenty or
thirty years, a slow but sure upgrading of
the broadside ballad has been perceived.

As in all revivals, purity is all - at
least in the early stages -« and not only
did we quote ad nauseum Francis James
Child's dictum that broadsides were
'veritable dunghills in which, only after

a great deal of sickening grubbing, one
finds a very moderate jewel', we also
believed it true. We have long realised,
however, that many ballads collected from
country singers have also appeared on
broadsides and unfortunately we don't often
know which came first the scrubby tattered
chicken or the beautifully rounded country
egge. A broadside is simply a sheet of
paper, printed on one side with ballad,
proclamation or religious tract and usually
sold in the streets or at public hangings
for a penny or so.

Almost two years age, Roy Palmer, having
previously produced a folder for Birmingham
Education committee containing loose~leaf
facsimile ballads from that area, asked me
if I would collaborate with him in
producing a similar folder containing
ballads concerned with Manchester and for
the most part printed there. I readily
agreed to publish it; their designer in
the event did us proud. But more of that
laters.

In a way, I suppose we approached our task
as though we had never heard of a folk
revivale By this I mean that we set out

to gather up thirty or so broadsides which
would represent various aspects of
Manchester life, mainly in the nineteenth
century, without worrying our heads about
how 'traditional' or otherwise any ballad
might appear to be. I feel that it is
more positive to consider later broadsides
as forerunners of our present day tabloids,
producing 'overkill' on subjects dear to
the heart, such as murder, rape, all
manner of debauchery and not a little tear—
jerking as wells

Roy Palmer did most of his research and
gathering away from Manchester because,
apart from living in Birmingham, some of
the ballads had travelled to the Bodleian
Library, Stoke-on=Trent, Cambridge,
Newcastle-on-Tyne and even Glasgow. For my
party, I was on home ground and it was with
great pleasure that I ploughed through
broadsides - sometimes in folders, sometimes

on microfilm. More tedious, though
fascinating, was sifting through every
trade directory from the last century to
try and find out when the Manchester
printers actually functioned.

One has to start with the printers name
whenever it appears on a broadside because
they were not entered as broadside ballad
printers but simply as letterpress printers.
It is still possible to view the spot in
Cathedral Yard where Swindells sold ‘'numerous
songs, ballads, tales and other publications,
with horrid and awful woodcuts at the head,

Robin Hood songs and the Ballad of Chevy Chase'

(Sam Bamford - 'Early Days'). These days, I
feel a pleasant but ghostly atmosphere when
I walk along Hanover Street (J.Livesey,
letterpress printer - 1838-1845), or Whittle
Street (J.Wheeler, letterpress printer -
1838«1845), or Great Ancoats Street (John
and J.0.Bebbington, letterpress printers -

1856-1861)

The Ballads? Well, we have '""The Telegraph
Girls in Canon Street':

"To a telegraph man in Manchester,

On the Wires she sent her heart,

They vowed and swore by telegraph,

For 1life they'd never part.

She never had seen him, and all her life,
She had his photograph, 3
And all the spare time this couple had,

They made love by telegraph.”)p-'q-




Manchester Ballads

A jolly, semi music=hall piece, but no
doube highly topical.

Another ballad which might be wanting in
poetry but must have had a spine-=chilling
effect is "New Bayley Tread Mill'.

"In Manchester New Bayley,

We've got a new corn mill,

And those whose actions send them here
0f it will have their fill,

Prisoners let this a caution be,

Obey me in a crack,

Or I will take my whip and flog you,
Right well o'er your backe.

So work, work, mind, mind,
And work with free goodwill,
In Manchester New Bayley,
We've got a treading mill."

The New Bayley Prison = actually in
Salford - was opened in 1790 and the
treadmill installed in 1824. The ballad,
printed by Swindells, reads like a
salutary warning to wrongdoers but is not
without a touch of humour.

There are by the way, a number of familiar
ballads in the collection =such as "The
Soldiers Farewell to Manchester" (The
Manchester Angel). '"Jone o' Grinfield",
"Victoria Bridge on a Saturday Night"

and "The Calico Printer's Clerk'" but for
the most part, I think, there will be

some interesting surprises, at least for
those who like their history a little less
neate

If I can be forgiven for seeming to play
games, I will give every sixth title of
the thirty five included, to give some
sort of picture of the contents:

"The Soldiers Farewell to Manchester':
"The Meeting at Peterloo', "Tinkers'
Gardens" (Vauxhall Gardens): "The
Spinner's Lamentation'", "Rag Bag'", 'The
Calico Printer's Clerk'", "New Song on the
Proposed Ship Canal''e

"To Salford you can go, when the tide is
running low,

And pick up shrimps and mussels by the
score,

Fish for eels and soles in the old bog
Hole,

Or with Sally take a walk along the shores

So wish them all success, may their

(¢p13 )

shadow get no less,
The gentlemen who are doing this so well,

Another gill we'll fill, and drink it with
a will,

Prosperity to Manchester and her ship
canale

Tunes can be a problem with broadsides of
any period but quite a number are indicated
on the ballads and otherwise, we chose
tunes from the period or where the metre,
suggested a tunej this can happen
surprisingly often.

Well I said I would get back to the designe.
Each separate folder has a facsimile print

of the ballad, the tune and historical or
explanatory notes. The individual folders
are contained in a hard back wallet. I

know the appearance of any book or collection
is secondary to the contents, but I must
congratulate the designer on a first class
jobe

Unfortunately, '"Manchester Ballads'" is only
obtainable direct from Manchester Education
Committee, Education Office, Crown Square,
Manchester M60 3 BB. The price is £11.75,
which includes postage etcs
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MATN STREET , BILLINGE

Sundays,8.30

JUNE 24th

BERNARD
WRIGLEY

Residents include:
Caught on the Hop

Bric-a-brac,Juartz

For more details
vontact Bernie Forkin
on St.Belens 53058

% FOLK CENTRE

0,.

Enjoy leading National i

> g National and International

., FOLK ENTERTAINERS on SUNDAYS
open 7 p.m. for 8 p.m. (around £1).

HOLLY NEAR JOURNEYS

g
” \:Mumluu II“
il

The LATEST ALBUM from
HOLLY NEAR including some of
her best songs. £5.50 record &
cassette: W.R.P.M. 62, Woodstock
Rd., Moseley, Birmingham

B13 9BN. send s.a.e. for free
catalogue.

’."f ™ Also
i l. Sing-A-Longs with Pete and Friends
., Mondays at 8.30 p.m. (Free)

Sing-A-Longs with Arther and Friends
Thursdays at 8.30 p.m. (Free)
plus Regular Saturday Hoe-Downs

Vbudthanm)FoMlﬂbbhrﬂmlJnd-hMWFhm

Ruddles and Boddy's
and a dozen other ales

Al.l.l\'rl’l\ﬁll(|.ANE.F'OV\"'NT(JN“l
(betisaen Maiaclecfield & PO(lth’h)

Tel: 876666 or 872626

PRESENT A

POLEK WEEBKEND
on JUNE 22-24

AT THE

ICoachman, Chester Rd.,Hartford, Northwich
BVENTS INCLUDE:
Friday June 22nd - Club Wight with ROY HARRIS (Club Prices)

Saturday June 23rd - Lunchtime Singaround with ROY HARRIS at Pimlot's Wine Bar

Bvening Concert with SHREGQUT & support
(£1.00 members,£l.25 non-members)

sunday June 24th - Evening Survivors singaround at the Coachman

MORE DETATILS FRCM : Sean Boyle on Worthwich (0606) 44361

1S
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Club

DAY & CLUB RESIDENTS DATES IN JUNE
FRIDAY 1st 8th 15th 22nd
Bee Various Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround
Kingsway Closed for summer re—opens September
Northwich See (a) below Dab Hand Local's Night TBA Roy Harris(h )’
Newcastle
Roe buck gee (P) below Singers & Mus. Singers & Mus. Singers & Mus. Singers & Mus.
SATURDAY 2nd 9th 16th 23rd
Brewary See (g ) below A. Taylor/R. NWoskes |15.6.84 Gary & Vera
Bury Various Parlour Tricks Sean Cannon G. & 2. Pratt( / ) | Roy Harris
Poymton Hoe Downs Cuckoo's Nest
Olub Ceilidhe Northwich F.Club (u) NorHuich Folk Weskend(h )
SUNDAY 3rd 10th 17th 24th
Bothy See (-F} below Singer's NWight Allan Taylor Singer's Wight Dave Burland
George & Dragon|See (b) below Club Swap () Singers’ Night Singers! Night Bernarel &Ur{'g/ey F
Leigh Trevor » Joan Hunt Closed for suamer re—-opens September.
Poynton Sea (e)below Wassaillars Rab Woakes 5.Fox/S.Luckley (K) | Ashley Hutchings (1 )
Rave On Volunteers Jake Walton Singer's Night wa.rbrick/Nicsol(?n) Singer's Night
Rainford Derek & Di Boak Closed for sumier re-opens  September,
8t. Maries Big Bill Prince Guest TBA Rhona Jones Roger Westbrook Drops of Brandy
Valley F. Club |Under a Fiver Singers' Night Guest TBA Singers' Night Guest TEBA
MONDAY 4th 11th 18th 25th
Horwich ; Smaerg‘ N"Bh]" Vin Gar butt Singers' Night Singers' Ml‘sM’
Poynton Pefer Hughes + firtends Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround
Preston Singarcuhol Singareonel Steye Turner Singaround
Triton Triton Folk The Spinners Singer's Wight Res. & P.Larkin Singert's Night
TUESDAY 5th 12th 19th 26th
Blackpool Taverncrs Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singerts Night
WEDNESDAY 6th 13th 20th 27th
Belle Green Calico Singerts Nizht John Howarth Singer's Night Closed
014 Ship See (h) below George & Dragon No ¢lub Hare & llounds No club
Ring O Bells Twice Thymes Two Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night
Star Harry Ogden Jolly Jack Brian Peters New Bracken Band
The Met T.8.A. T.8.A. T.B.A. T.8.4.
White Swan See (d) below Dab Hand Gent. Soldier Bernie Parry Paul Metsers
Whitehaven Stan Arnold Eddie Walker Fellside Night (I:) Local Singers
THURSDAY Tth 14th 2lst 28th
Fleetwood See (c¢) below Rosie Hardman Singer's Night Gordon Tyrall Pat Ryun.
Fernhurst R.Crane/B.Holden Gary & Vera Singer's Night Scold's Bridle Singer's Night
Mawdesley Derek & Di Boak Fo club No club No club
Poynton Arthor Walefteld+friends | 5ingaround Singaround Singaround Singaround
Stump Guest TBA Singer's Night Guest TBA Singerts Night
Two Tubs Steve Robingon Coggler's Brew Singer'sa Night Harry Ogden
Wigan Joan Blackburn Singerts Night Closed Pete Coe Singer's Night
KiY TO SYMBOLS ABOVI:
*  Jee Club Hews , page 4
£ Tickets available from club
Ea') Reu?"‘:ents are: :3(-;111-.“.: Santy Boyl rz,l;-.i:'J Bowley,Tony liowurd,itod Mesermoct,Faul Taylor
b) Residents inelude: Caught on tne lop,Bric-a-brac, uartz
(e} cate include: Scold's Brifle,lev & Kevin Jheelun(of Thiustle),leter Snithand otuers (rotauting residency)
(a) Resilents: aees Dave % ilelen itowitrd,, Zelen ilobinsen,baul,Gooll Higzinbottom, John C'Hagun,steve Jackson,iike Billington

(e) Residents for June are:Tarzan's Milkmen,Plan B,Christine Jollister

6 July are: Abalon,Gentleman Soldier,ibalon,Plan B,ibalon
(1) Gesidents are: Ken Dunlor,Cathie Stuart,Clive Vownceby,Fete Rimu.er,Paul Reid

~

Calendar

DATES 1IN JULY DAY & CLUB
29th 6th 13th 20th 27th FRIDAY
Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Wizht Singer's Night Closed Bee
Closed for  summer re—opéns  September Kingaway
Localt's Night John'Grog!Gregson |E.7.5.8.8. Night Local's Night Cathy O0'Sullivan Northwich
- Newcastle
‘Singers & Mus. ¢ Singers & Mus. l,'ﬁ Singers : Mus. ¢ Singersy &‘Miis., ¢ Singers & Mus. ¢ Roebuck
30th Tth 14th 2lat 28th SATURDAY
4.7.84 Touchstone Brewery
P. % G‘.Livingstgtge Martin Wyndhamread| TBA TBA TBA Bury
Poynton
whif’e}uuen F:ash'l/al' Club Ceilidhs
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th SUNDAY
Singer's Night The L'Pool Roadshoy Singer's Night : J.Kelly/’P.Emary(p) Cloged Bothy
Sl'rg.:\l’buhd Singaroond Singaroond Singaresnd| Singarevnc| George & Dragon
Closed for: summer! re-opens September Leigh
Hunter's Moon Paul Metsers New Bracken Band S.Grey/E.Ellis (ﬁ) Tarzan's Milkmen Poynton
Allan Taylor Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround Rave On-
Closed for summer re—openg September Rainford.
Folkways Combinations Eddie Morris Guest TBA Singers & Mus, St. Maries,
Singers' N{jhf— Guest TBA SInaer:s' Nght- Guesk TBA Singers' N.ljh‘f‘ Valley Folk Club
2nd 9th 16t4 23rd 30th MONDAY
Stngers' N{ghf‘ Singers' Mf_‘!hf- S-'rsefsl 'J.f?"" Singers' Night Singers' Night Horwich
Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround Poynton
Bryony Singarnond Singaround Singareund Singaroone| Preston
The Spiuners Singer's Night Cheirman's Chnice(u) Singer's Night Singaround Triton
3rd 10th 17th 24th 3lst TUESDAY
Singerts Night Singerts Night Sinzerts Wight Singexrts Night Singer's Night Blackpool
4th 11th 18th 25th WEDNESDAY
Closed Closed Closed Singer's Night Belle Green
Preston Ne Club TBA No Club 01d Ship
Singer's Wight Singer's Hight Singzr's Night Singert's Night Ring O Bells
Square Pegs TBA TBA Peter Bond Star
T B.A. T8A T8A TBA The Mot
Tony Rose Roy Harris Singerts Night Wataon/Adams (r') White Swan
Allan Taylor Jez Towe J.Kelly/P.Emer:,' (F) Australian Night (5) Whitehaven
5th 12th 19th 26th THURSDAY
M. Wyndham-read Singer's Night Brian Preston Tleetwood
5"?}‘_}3"5' Nig#,}- Singers’ MBH‘ Singers' Mighl‘ Singers' }Jfghf' Fernhurst
Paul Metsers No club No club No eclub Mawdesley
Singuround Sinzaround Singarotind Singaround “oynton
Gusst TBA Singer's Night Guest TBA Singaround Stunp
Cathy O0'Sullivan |Wassaillers Bryony Surpriase NWight Two Tubs
Singer's Night Closed Singer's Nizht Singer's Night Wigan

For ull details of Brewery dates,please sce Club News,page 4.
Fart of the Northwich Folk Weekend -see Club News & idvert for full details
Graham & Eileen Pratt

Club Swap with the iare & Hounds,Maghull

Bob Fox & Stu Luckley

An evening with Ashley Hutchings & Cecil Sharp

Dave Swarbrick & Simon Hicol - tickets k2 from club or tel 0244 315094

Summer Folk Sessions feature 0ld Ship Aesidents plus the club's residents noted
Jo=Ann Kelly and Pete Emery
Sara (Grey kllie Bllis
Australian Night with Tancey's Fancy and Cathy O'3ullivan in Theatre

W) Ton Weods, Charle, Youuacet,
Pevel Grétnet

e e e e e e e St et

(r) Uelen Watson & Susie Adams

(&) with Tolly Tack & Steve Tormer 1 7
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AUGUST Dates

Ring 0' Bells
' Star

Singers' Night
Guest TBA (x)

Singers! Night
Guest TBA (x)

Singers!' Night
Guest TBA (x)

Singers' Night
Guest TBA (x)

DAY & CLUB DATES IN AUGUST

WEDNESDAY lst 8th 15th 22nd 29th
Belle Green Closnd Closed Singaround Closed ' Singaround
0ld Ship Bothy No Club To be urranged No Club No club

Singers' Night
Guest TBA (x)

The Met TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA

White Swan Singers' Night (y) | Singers' Night (y) | Singers' Might (y) Singers' Sight (y) | Songers' Night (y)
Whitehaven Vin Garbutt Local Singers Cosmotheka Dick Gaughan Brian Preston
THURSDAY Znd 9th 16th 23rd 30th
Fleetwood Shrawhead
Fernhurst Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night Singers' Night
Mawdesley Summer Singaround No olub No club No Club 6th Sept;Jolly Jack
Poynton Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround

Stump Guest TBA Singers' Night Guest TBA ~ Singers' Night Guest TBA

Two Tubs Closed Closed Closed Closed Reopens Sept. 6th
Wigan Singers' Night Closed Sinpers' Hight Jingers' Night Singers' Night
FRIDAY 3rd 10th 17th 24th ® Ilst e

Bee Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround Singaround
Kingsway Closed Closed Closed Closed Reopens Septembor
Northwich Local's Night Mabsant Loeal®s Night Joe Stead Local's Night
Newcastle

Roebuck ’Singers&: Musicians |"Singers& Musicians gfiiﬂ"‘ers'gc Musicians dﬁingers & Mus. gsingers & Mus.
SATURDAY 4th 11th 18th <5th

Brevery

Bury Informal Singers(z)| Informal Sinzers(z) | Informal Sis ers(z) | Informal Singers(z)

FPoynton

Club Ceilidhs Kendlod Folk Festival

SUNDAY 5th 12th 19th 26th

Bothy Closed Closed Closed ! _teopens 9th Sept. with Pete Coe
George & Dragond Singaround Singaround Singaround sJingaround

Leigh Closed Closed Closed leopens September

Foynton The Last Detail Steve Wolmack Cogrlers Brew 3ryony

Rave On Sumaer Singzaround Summner Singaround Sumaer Singaround jummer 3ingsround

Rainford Closed Closed Closed Reopens September

St. Maries Guest TBA Guest TBA Guest THA Guest TBa

Valley F/Club Gueat TBA Singers' Night Guest TBA Singers' Wight

MONDAY 6th 13th 20 th 27th

Horwich Singers' Night Singers' Wight Singers' Hight Singer's Night

Poynton Singaround Singaround Singiround Sinsaround

Preston Singiround Singaround Singaround singaround

Triton Singaround (y) Singaround (y) singaround (y) singuround (y)

TUESDAY Tth 14th 21st 28th

Blackpool Singers' dight Singers!' Hight Singers' Night singers! Night

KEY TO SYMBOLS

ABOVE

(x) Special nights in aid of Paul Graney Folk Tapes (see
(y) These are all free entry singarounds

(z) These may not be held at the club,please contact Lue
* Tylde Folk Festival starts -see Out & About,page 3 &
e Kendal Folk Festival starts - see Out & Ahout,page 3 & Advert

IB ¢ Alternate weeks are led by 'someone of interest' contact Liz Sudell OT72 732660

Club News,page 1)

Clegg, 0706 841859
Advert

Letters to The Editor...

Dear Editor, I once again, with a sigh
of hopeless desparation, raise my
fingers to the keys of this electric

-keyboard to answer one of your

correspondents letters.

In my last letter I tried to explain

why folk elubs are so badly run =
attempting to hold an increasingly
sophisticated audience with such

archaisms as live floor=singers,

accoustic instruments and beer. And

yet, even after that, someone called
Brevin Coxton, claiming to be a regular
reader of this magazine, writes to say
that he buys records rather than attend
clubs because he feels 'some of the
amazing advances being made on folk
records are just not being matched in the
clubs's.

So once and for all lets get this straight
and get this right. I don't want to have
to say it again. There is a myth that we
have to lay that says folk music stems
from people singing and playing music
deriving from the activities of their
daily lives, from places they labour and
the social events they use for relaxation,
and thus you get song and dance. Let's
lay that ghost finally,.now and for goode
Folk music began when the first collector
wound up his clockwork tape recorder with
its solid plastic rotating cassette and
recorded ite That was the first folk song.
It expanded with reel-to-reel, lurched
across the face of America liberating
several felons on the way and drifted
round the English countryside with Uncle
Cecil and others of his house.

And so it carries on. Folk music is
created in the studio these days, with
multi-recording technigues, backing put

on afterwards, sythesised environmental
noises so it sounds proper, just like Folk
on 2. And of course you can't get this in
Folk Clubs. People just can't do it right-
it takes machines, banks and banks of
lovely electronics, hundreds of producers
and loads of the right sort of publicity to
make a real folk song. There's an industry
in this, for God's sake, not just some
spotty labourer singing about his blasted
cow in the back room of a pube

So let's hear no more of these so=called
folk clubs. I'm advising our committee to
pack it in right away and open up a studio.
There's lots more money in it, and we'll
have folk fans like Brevin, the real
article, beating down our door to buy our
recordss.

We've got our priorities right.

Yours most sincerely,

Arthur Marshalle

Dear Editor, With reference to "Muffins"
review of Strawhead, yes Strawhead do have
the same sound each time you see them, so
do the Watersons, McCsll and Seager and
the Royal Liverpool Phil ! - that is why
people keep going back to see them - they
like the sound. As to doing the same
songs - well as I wasn't at any of the
gigs referred to I cannot comment.

However as organiser of a club that has
booked Strawhead twice a year since the
groups inception all I can say is they've
never done that at Fleetwoode (in fact
the only occasion they haven't gone down a
bomb was when they introduced eight new
songs to the club - many of the audience
felt robbed of their favourites!)

"Hymn Book harmonies §" = please tell me
which book? certainly not A and M, English
Hymnal, Moody and Sankey or even the Sacred
Harp.

Alright, if you hear Strawhead regularly,
Gregg telling you that the Duke of Monmouth
wasn't at Sedgemoor but was in fact waiting
for a number 9 bus can pale a bit, but is

it not better that the = '"got this song from
Joe Bloggs it tells about this girl who, etc
etce. 9 "

I am not a guitarist but several years ago
I copied out most of Strawheads music and I
can assure 'Muffin' that their 1979 - 80
reportoire did not contain one number with
only three chords in it ¢! They may have
regressed but I doubt it.

If the reviewer wants more energetic music -
well go and see the numerous excellent
diddly, diddly Scots/Irish bands. If a
band specialises in Big/Broadsheet ballads
then unless they butcher the tunes you are
not going to get ‘'energetic music'.

Finally why must "Muffin' hide behind a pen
namee.

If they believe in what they wrote why be
ashamed of their name, or is it that critics
are like Eunuchs = they see it done every
night, they know how to do it, but can't

do it themselves !

Ron Baxter.




LETTERS (cont'd)

Dear Editor, I question Mr.Taylor's

qualifications to comment on
folk clube.
member of the Fernhurst Folk

our

I have been a regular

Club

for two years, and, apart from the
two occasions he mentions, when the
Tacklers were booked, I can't ever

recall seeing him there.

Perhaps Thursday is nasty letter

writing night?

Regarding his comments on organisation

etcey I'd like to say to him;

think you can do any better...'; but

he has already anticipated my
and answers it. He can'te.

Ron Crane, the organiser, has put a lot
of time, hard work, money and above all
dedication into keeping out club going
for the people of Blackburn, and to

read of a self-confessed failure
knocking his efforts disgusts and angers

mee

The Fernhurst Folk Club has booked some

of the best acts around and will continue
We have a singer's
night on alternate Thursdays and I appeal
to the people of Lancashire:; come and

to do 80 in the future.

support us = please,

The Fernhurst Folk Club will continue to

run in spite of you Mr.Taylor.

Yours faithfully,

J.TeAstleye

PeSe. "Hello Friend" For Sale, slightly

crackede,

SONG CONTEST

Joint second place in the BILLE GREEN Folk
Club Song contest was this song,written

by Mrs. Alice Hilton of Tyldesley:
"ANNIVERSARY OF THE PETERLOO MASSACRE,1819"

'"Twas early nineteenth century

One hot and cloudless day

#hen throngs of citizens did mass

Their feelings to convey

To folk in high authority

Just what they thought their rights gh?uld
be

"If you 0

question =

! Peterloo, O ! Peterloo
What dreadful price you had to pay
0 ! Peterloo, O ! Peterloo

On that sad and disasterous day

The weavers, spimmers ,Irish too

Did all march down on Petersfield,
The children,men and women who

Were all determined not to yield,
They surely must have been hell-bent
To get a man in parliament.

They wanted one to fight their cause

Caps,

And make a better way of life,
They shouted, screamed,fought without pause
With stick and stone and sharpened knife,
The Hussars and the Yeomanry
Tried to suppress what had to be.

In ten short minutes, 1l was o'er,

The flag staves gashed, the banners torn,
bonnets,shawls all strewed the floor
The scene was bloody and forlorn,
The trampled wounded bodies lay

The sabres surely had thelr way

0 ! Peterloo, O ! Peterloo
You did not know that dreadful day

0 ! Peterloo, 0 ! FPeterloo
That there was murder on the ways.

ONLY £2!

YES,Providing you supply
tne copy,that's all it
cozts for an advert in a
single issue.llor 12 months
we do a 5 adverts for the
price oi 4 special offer.
(nb if we do the artwork
it will cost you £3.00)
Thig size of advert ean
be as here or lying side-
ways,as you prefer.For
rates for larger adverts,
please see page

=20

BUI.I.ETIN

The official magazine of PERFORM
News and articles on Folk and Other
Related iMusics -  published every
quarter. Covers Britain and beyond.

Subscription rates:

Britain £1.95, Contact:
Overseas £2.75, 12 Kiln Lane
Individual copy; 50p Inc. P & P. Milnrow
Nr. Rochdale
Write to: Lancs. OL16 3JF
PERFORM Bulletin 16 Gladwyn Tel: 0706 521093

Close, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent.
Tel. Medway 48354, 387259. Please
make sterling cheques payable to
‘PERFORM’

T T
PETER
BOND

12tn fylde

Sponsored by
Castle

BUILT TO LAST,

Albion Band
Brass Monkey
Oyster Band
Martin Carthy
Roaring Jelly
Allan Taylor
Doonan Family
John Kirkpatrick &
Sue Harris
Flowers & Frolics
Shagpile

Roy Harris

Gary & Vera Aspey
Dave Burland
Sam Stephens &
Ann Lennox Martin
Pat Ryan

Ellie Ellis &

Sarah Grey
Derek Brimstone
Brian Miller &
Charlie Soane
Hunters Moon
Scolds Bridle

lan Woods

Alan Bell Band
Eddie Upton
Bryony

Pete Coe

Sam Sherry
Zephyrus

folk

festiva

| - Lancashire &«
#d " Aug31 Sept1/2 .,

Thistle

‘Big’ Pete Rodger
Portway Pedlars
Tom Walsh
Rytham Chaps
Kevin Downham

AL\ Y
I |
\
N
U
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New Brittannia Band

Doctor Sunshines
Pavement Show
Preston Guildsmen

Preston Royal Morris

Dancers
Plus many more
Lancashire & Cheshire

Clog Dancing
Championship and

Competition

Lancashire Dialect Competition
Worst Singer In The World Contest

“A morning with

Ashley Hutchins and Cecil Sharp”

Free Camping
Camp Bus Service

Weekend &
Tickets £11

(before July 15th)
£13 after

Session tickets from £2.50
Children up to 12 years, free
Children 12 to 16 half price

For tickets and
full information
contact festival director.

Alan Bell,

55 The Strand, Rossall,
Fleetwood, FY7 S8NP.

Tel: (03917) 2317




rebiein:

Popnton 1984

I have never been able to
look back on a folk festival
with total sobriety until
now. . A masochistic G.P.

started me on a three week

course of antibiotics 5 days
before the start of the 12th
Poynton Festival; my liver will
soon be as good as new!

It is impossible, even at a venue
as compact as this, to see all the
acts so this review is of Poynton.
as I saw'it. I have always found
this FEaster shindig essentially a
singers festival and this years
was no exception, which doesn't
mean that the musicians were
ignored. Any guest 1list which
includes Bill Zorn and Hobson and
Lees should keep most string
players happy. Nor were dancers
forgotten; the Friday night
Ceilidh with Cuckoo's Nest in
command left many a foot weary for
the rest of the weekend.

It was great to see Johnny Collins
back in harness following his
recent operation. His shanty
sessions found the room full to the
gunwhales while the impromptu
Harmony Hour attracted far more
than the usual few worl'shop
afficionados. We were not dis-
appointed, his voice has lost
nothing of its power or clarity and
many a roof was raised on those
three days.

The singarounds running as they did
from 10 in the morning until after
midnight were a constant enjoyable
reminder of the variety of folksong
and the considerable number of
songs which are there for the
singing.

The concerts had the variety and
talent which we have come to expect.
Martin Carthy performed with
loathsome ease (I hate talent!),
Sam Sherry combined nostalgia with
nifty footwork and Fiona Simpson
showed Jjust what a fine solo
performer she is. Bill Zorn's
banjo was plucked as if by 12
fingers at once and llarvey Andrews
produced songs of lyric quality

with humour, passion and a poignancy
seldom equalled but never bettered.
All this was available plus (among '
others) Dave Burland, Pat Ryan,
Gentleman Soldier and Six Hands in
Tempo. One of the big pluses here
is that a timetable is produced
which is made to work, artists due
on stage at 9 are on stage at 9, or
very shortly after. Well done
Poynton - other festivals please

cCopy .

I have only touched on individual
performances, you must see the acts

for yourselves, but a few names less

well-knowen to me do deserve a
particular mention. Firstly the
Portway Pedlars with their fine
collection of the songs of
Oxfordshire, then Chris Pearson a
very talented young singer/song
writer. The Wilson Family, four
lads whose close harmony work is
quite outstanding. Last, but by
no means least, 'Counties' a four
piece band from Sheffield who were
highly amusing and who put a
phenomenal amount of &éffort into
running a Club Session which they
managed to keep going for 4 hours
to my knowledge. (Poynton orgaizers
please note - you should have them
back next year).

Finally Eric Brock told me that
attendances were well up oa last
vear and that the Festival was a
"huge success" - so the future of
at least this festival seems
secure. On overheard comment was
"It's more like a family party
than any other festival I've been
to"; and so it is. I for one
intend to be at next years' partye.

Pete Gleeve.
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SONG OF THE MONTH

THIS MCLTH'S Song of the Month is written
by Peter Holmes of Manches ter,who has
been performing poetry around the area
at singers' nights for sometime.

The poem is entitled
'‘LAMENT FOR THE BUILDINGS OF MANCHESTER"

I remember Shudehill Market

Its tarpaulin-covered stalls
Flocks of meandering pigeons
Waded through their dew covered
Tops at early light.

Faded books and shiny,grey-covered
Long-playing records,stood in
Frayed rows like weary soldiers
Waiting their battle orders

Now replaced by a brick and tile
Monster,cold and without character,
Mainly for buses and the few people
Seen scurrying withine.

What has happened here,will it
Happen again ?

The hearts and terraces of a great
City replaced by empty imposters
Called modern architecture,in

‘The name of progress.

Inside these huge public washrooms,
Utilitarian,without grace,people
Are still there,in the buildings,
Around them,walking by,indifferent
Now to the bureaucratic vandalism
Surrounding them on all sides.

They will forgive but may not
Recovers.

DO YOU write songs or poems? If so,why
not send them to be considered for
publication.The winner receives a tfree
subseription to the magazine and a
ohance to be considered for the Song of
the Year (chosen soon),the winner of
which receives a Book Token for £4.
Send your songs tos

Song of the Month,

3,Cromford Drive,

Pemberton,

Wigan,WH5 8JU

3

; WARWICK
FOLK
FESTIVAL

AUGUST 3 -5 1984
Guests include
STRAWHEAD COSMOTHEKA
THE OYSTER BAND
SARA GREY & ELLIE ELLIS
SAM STEPHENS &
ANNE LENNOX - MARTIN
DAB HAND

(Tom Mc Conville Jez Lowe Tom Napper)

MAGIC RANTABOUT * TUNDRA
MOGS MARVELS * TONY ROSE
LES BARKER * CUCKOO OAK

* BUGSEE MORRIS BANNED *

Lochan, Mick Stuart, Eddie Murphy,
John Meechan, Mick Peat,
Lyn & Paul Watts,
Bob Bray & Jon Scaife,
John Lake, Bernard & Jill Blackwell,
Shakespeare Morris, Severn Guilders,
Saddleworth Clog & Garland Dancers,
Iron Men, Chinewrde Morris,
Rose & Castle Morris, Wessex Woods.

Dance Displays, Concerts,
Ceilidhs, Music Hall,
Werkshops, Childrens Events,
Craft Fair, Singarounds, Music Sessions
* Free camping with %

* hot showers & swimming pool %k

* Real Ale at local pub prices. %

SEASON TICKETS £8.50
(Before July 1st 1984)
£9.50 after July 1st
Reductions for Children, O.A.Ps.

TICKETS & INFORMATION
S.A.E. to :- SUE DALLIMORE
29 GRANVILLE STREET
LEAMINGTON SPA

or Telephone

Dick Dixon 020389998(OHMgH0mﬂ
Sue & Ted 0926 21946 ‘Grenines &

Member of West Midlands Folk Federation.




REVIEW:

Moore Village Folk Day

Moore is a small North Cheshire village
hidden away south of the Ship Canal and
north of the Bridgewater to the east of
Runcorn. I say hidden because if you
drive over the Widnes-Runcorn bridge the
highway authority don't admit it exists.
It contains a pub (The Red Lion), a
village hall, the Milner Institute and
the home of singer Ian Woods. Ian staged
this day principally for the folk of
the village and scheduled free morris
and sing a round sessions as well as an
afternoon concert and an evening ceilidh.

-

The sun shone gloriously as Fiddlers
Fancy demonstrated female superiority
by performing on time. When 0ld Moat
Rapper finally got their act together
they demonstrated why they have just won
a class at Dancing England. The five
man team was fast, furious and very
slick. Both teams later danced in the
indoor events to great effect. Ian
Woods and Charley Yarwood led two
excellent song sessions in the pub.

Len and Barbara Berry gave a fascinating
exposition of some of the Songs of the
Upper Thames collected by Alfred Williams
to a select but appreciative audience.
Perhaps too remote a topic for a local
event?

The afternoon concert was packed with
interest: some unadvertised friends,
Ian and Charley, Len and Barbara again
and the dance teams and that was just
the first half. The second half opened
with the inimitable Stanley Accrington

who, prolific writer that he ig,
surpassed himself with a song specially
for Moore and some autodestructive props.
His final song about a Morris team,
complete with processional exit, produced
knowing chuckles from the rapper team.
Top of the bill were joint organisers
of the day, The Electropathic Battery
Band. They have picked up an interest-
ing idea and carried it through. They
are a sevenpiece band specialising in
the less well-known musichall songs and
dress in Victorian costume, even the
lady drummer. Unlike Cosmotheka, who
seem to reduce all their material to
the same very slick style, they ring
the changes. They are helped by having
several singers, especially their
female lead who points up the songs
with dancing and poses in a very effect-
ive way. The men need to project a
little more to be heard over the rest

of the band.

The evening saw Electropathic in
ceilidh mode and.equally good. Their
own calleriand the occasional couple
leaving the stage to demonstrate or
lead a dance made for a good atmosphere.
Almost everyone involved with the day
did an evening spot to round off a

very pleasant day.

The chief memory for me will be the
moment in the pub when an old gentleman
sang 'The Volunteer Organist',‘protest—
ing that he could do it much better
when his voice was working properly.

IAN WELLS

want to know what's happening?
England's top national folk quarterly
is crammed with interviews, features,
letters, news, opinion, the most com-
prehensive folk album review coverage,
and the most effective folk advertising.
Over 10,000 readers world-wide;
supported by the Arts Council Of
Great Britain. No S.R? - No
Comment!

e hop
hoylake 00

One year subscription £3.00 (U.K.).
Sample copy 75p inc. p.&p. from
Southern Rag, 2 Eastdale, East Street,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7TB.
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I 051- 678

DEAN
JOHNSON |

WA Way

dean Johnson

Further details obtainable
telephone
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Features include: ) A AR
Interviews with HowARD EVANS
; and PYEWACKETT :
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{ THe HAMMER DULCIMER
STRIKES AGAIN !

§ SUBSCRIPTION RATES et
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CONCERTS
DANCE DISPLAY
KIDS EVENTS
BAR SESSIONS
WORKSHOPS
GOOD FOOD
REAL ALES
CEILIDHS
CRAFTS
GAMES

TICKETS
SAETO
JUDY KING
5LOWER
EAST HAYES
LONDON RD
BATH

TEL.
(0225)332779
(0225) 782647
(0225) 707346
(0225) 20803

FREE — CAR PARK &

CAMPING, inc. FAMILY SITE

Strawbs ® Stocktons Wing ® Fred Wedlock ®
‘Whippersnapper (Dave Swarbrick, Martin |
Jenkins, Kevin Dempsey & Chris Leslie) ®
Vin Garbutt ® Maxie & Mitch ® The
Dougie McClean Band ® The Andrew
Cronshaw Big Band ® The Martin
Simpson Band ® Rory McCloud @ |
Richard Digance ® Bob Kerr’s Whoopee |
Band ® R. Cajun Stanley Accrington @ |I
The Lorna Campbell Trio ® 5 Guys |
Named Mo e Ronnie Morton & John |
Pugh @ Stuart Moffatt ® Famous !
Potatoes ® Ruff Stough @ Brotherhood |
of Fizz ® Pavel Douglas ® Red Beans & |
Rice ® Cookie Clown @ Snuffy’s Grand |
Punch & Judy Show @ Caper Caillie }

JULY 20-21-22-23

Weekend tickets £12.50 (£14.00 after 1st July) ‘
Friday £4.50 Saturday £7.00 Sunday £7.00 Monday £2.00

Separate Children’s Programme

|
|
UNDER 10 years Free 10-15 years % Price (accompanied by parent anly) i
|

Village Pump mobile ‘RENT A LOO’ now available. contact Dave Newman 0225 20803 for details.

AGENTS REPRESENTING: -

ArRcHIE FISHER

Foxes LAIR
OvysTER BAnD
PeepinG Tom
Ran TAn Banp
Tony HARRIS
Tony Rose

RQepartment of Employment

CArBOLIC SMoke BaLL CompANy
ELecTROPATHIC BATTERY BAND

. 34 Woodhouse Road, ]
The Two Jays ap |
Shropshire. j
|
FOLK AGENCY Tel: Telford (0952)
882316 (24 hr)
Jenny Hannon
and
Jenny Speller
Also contact for:-
PAckIE BYRNE ‘
RAaY FisHER n
Roy HARRIS |
THe FABuLous SALAMI BROTHERS |
Diz DisLey !
TaAErYy THOMAS
ANN L1sTER

BoBBY EAGLESHAM
JANE RoTHFIELD &ALLAN CARR

Licence No. M.1613.
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RECORD REVIEWS

CILLA FISﬂER. "Songs of the Fishing"
Kettle Records.

l.Fisherman's Wife; Whaur Will We Gangs
Tatties and Herrin'; Eyemouth Disaster;
Shetland Tunes; Hushabie ma Bairnie;
The Prosperity,

2.The Boatie Rows; The Isle of May;
Dreg Song; Fisher Row; Dance to Yer
Daddie; Caller Herrin'; Final Trawl.

"What will we do when the mackerel is
finished,

"What will we do when the whiting's
all gone? ¢

That question is posed in one of the
contemporary songs on this excellent
record and in one way the album is part
of the answer. For the Scottish fishing
industry, as for the slate quarries of
Wales, the copper mines of Cornwall,

and for innumerable railways and canals,
the answer has become "sell the experience
to tourists." So the Scottish Tourist
Board has set up a "Fishing Heritage
Trail" on which you can visit tidied up
fishing villages with smell free quayse

At a time when the word'Heritage' has
been almost entirely taken over for
visual use, it is a pleasant surpriee to
find a record available with relevant
songs to put back some of what has been
gutted from the visual experience. Nor
is this just a piece of tartan pastiche -
this is the inimitable Cilla Fisher in
fine voice, backed by a bunch of fine
musicians and produced by Artie Tresize.
The tourist board backing has been put to
good use, not only with a multicolour
cover, but with high quality recording at
Temple studios by Robin Morton himself
ang with names like Davie Tulloch, Alan
Reid and Archie Fisher in the band. It

is not only thoroughly professional but
totally enjoyable,

There is a bubbling enthusiasm in the
singing of Dance Tae Yer Daddie and
Tatties and Herrin', there is sober
consciousness of the harsh experience
behind Fisherman's Wife, and a real
fishwife version of Caller Herrin',
record of fishing must encompass the
of boats and men and the version here
The Eyemouth Disaster does this well,
Inevitably, the modern songs are mostly
laments for the lost fishing but there
is a lively exception in the ironic The
Prosperity. The overall feeling must be

26

Any
loss
of

} 43

of sadness and the record ends appropriately
with Archie Fisher's The Final Trawle. I,
prefer to end with the last verse of Matt
Armour's The Isle of May, which mentions

the only successful fishers left in the
Firth of Clyde:

"For the bright herring's gone - hear the
puffins calling

And inshore life is done - off the Isle of
May."

Tan Wells.

IAN WOODS & CHARLEY YARWOCD
"Hooks & Nets" Tradition TSR 044

l.Gloucester WassailjHooks & HNets;
Hedging Songs;Surviver Leave; Brookland
Roadj;Suffolk Song;Pressed Man's Lamen -
tation

2. London Julies;The Whalenan's Songs
Hobleman & Thresherman;Ship Canal Navvys
Ware Out,Mother;Smuggler;One more pull.

A long-awaited record from two singers
who are both well-kmown on the folk scene
although only fairly recently for

singing together.I can assure you it

was well worth waiting for !

There is a good mixture of traditional

& contemporary material on the album,
some of the songs being written by Ian
himself.I was a little dissapointed not
to find more shanties on the record,

with both of them being excellent shanty
singers.This didn't diminish my enjoyment
of an otherwise superb record.

The title song,"Hooks & llets" is one of
Ian's own songs about poaching and its
no mean tribute to say that you would
expect it to be traditonal if you
hadn't already known.i word here of
praise for an excellent sleeve from
Brian Horsfall,although the illustration
has nothing to do with poaching,

Charley has two songs on the first side
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that were originally poems,but have both
translated very well into songs with

the aid of excellent tunes (Hedging
Song & Brookland Road).Also on side 1

is a superb song by Ken Stephens,born
out of the Falklands War,entitled
Survivor Leave.

On side 2 Charley gete the chance to
prove that he too can write songs by
adding to the single verse & chorus
collected of "Ware Out,Mother".Two other
excellent songs on this side are also
contempoary,namely Ian's One More Pull,
written about a sailor getting ready for
his first home shore leave.The other
being a superb song by a Marine Biol. -
ogist,Julian Badcock entitled "The
Whaleman's Song".

I could continue all day giving super-—
latives about this album and the various
songs on it,but I ought to leave room
for other people's reviews as well.
Suffice it to say it's a superb record
and whether or not you've ever seen.Ién
& Charley I strongly urge you to buy it.
And if you've never seen them live,
watch out for their name ibn the
Newsletter & go & see them.

Nigel Firth
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ST.GEORGE 'S CANZONA
"Merry It Is While Summer Lasts"

gide 1: Kalenda Maya/Ce Fut En Mai/
Estampie Reale/Miri It Is/Ye Have So
Long/Me Lyketh Ever/Chominciamento.

Side 2: Under Den Linden/Amor Mi Fa
Cantar/L'Alma Mia/Cuckoo's Nest/Trunk-
les/The Cuckoo/Merry Sherwood Rangers.

Although you will recognise the two
Bledington morris tunes, and the
"Sherwood Rangers" (made famous by
Albion), the rest of this material
is very obscure. With an "outdoor™
feel to it. The new line~-up of the
St.George's Canzona includes hurdy-
gurdy and French bagpipes while the
full-blooded playing of John Sothcott
is the mainstay of the band. Worth-
while for the adventurous folkie.

RALPH STEPHEN

HOLLY NEAR "Journeys", Redwood Rgcords.

l. Winner takes all; RHoom for me;
got me flying; Water come down;
movement; Unitye .
20 Once or Twice; Started Out fine; Imagine
my surprisej Something about the woman; It
could have been me; Wrap the sun around me.
I've got a problem with this record. I'm in
favour of woman's liberation (in so far as
any mere male is allowed to be), and I'm
instinctively left in political terms.

This is a record by a good singer on

radical libertarian themes - so why don't

I like it ?

It is a selection from six earlier L Ps;

not just another 'best off?, but an attempt
at summing up Holly Near's life so far,
hence the philosophic title. The tracks

are not in chronological order: the

earliest (G I movement, 1972) is immediat?ly
followed by the latest (Unity, 1982). Quite
a lot happened to Holly over that period,
including a pelitical conversion to the
woman's movement (Something about the women)
and a personal relationship with another
woman (Imagine my surprise). Other songs
have impeccable radical subjects: for
example Karen Silkwood (It could have been
me) and single parents (Started out fine)e

You've
Gele

Bute.. why do nearly all the arrangements
sound the same, whether '72 or '82, mostly
dominated by piano, many with bass and
drums like a hotel lounge trio ? Did she
have no musical developement alongside the
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considerable personal and intellectual
changes ? Why does this product of an
independent producer (Redwood Records
is Holly herself) not only sound but
look like a commercial product ? The
multicolour sleeve and pullouts include
not just the words of the songs but
many photos of Holly, one with The
Weavers and at least one posed,

heavily backlit, studio shot.

Perhaps this is a genuine cultural
difference between us and the US.

Our radical music is defiantly
monochrome; can their's be valid in
spite of being in glorious Kodachrome?
However, all this over-presentation would
be forgiven if on even one track Holly's
excellent voice produced the commitment
of Frankie Armstrong rather than leaning
on cabaret arrangements and echo, or if
even one song had the bite of Paxton

or Rosselson. The tidiest summary I'm
afraid of the feel of this record is
"Womens®™ Lib meets John Denver.

Unfair ? = Then buy the record yourself
and see what you think.

Tan Wellse

PAUL METSERS. "In the Hurricane's Eye"
Sageme.

I can remember when I first met Paul
Metsers - it was at our local folk club
and he was about three weeks into his now
famous "floor spotting trip" of the clubs.
He had come over to this country from New
Zealand with the wild idea of making a
living out of folk music in Britain,
putting his faith into folk clubs,

coupled with his own talent.

Well, I don't blame him for having faith
in his own songs = they are very good

and his performance is always interesting.
However, I was very sceptical as to
whether he could make it. I need not

have been and to prove it here is his
latest album, this time on his own 'Sagem’
labels

Few artists have been more active and
productive in thepast couple of years,
This new album follows "Caution to the
Wind" (SHY 7014) and '"Momentum" (SHY 7021)
both on the Highway label. With these,
together with festival and club bookings
and the occasional foreign trip, Paul has
built up a considerable reputation for
himself,

just saying that because he's a pal:
I didn't like it I would say soe.

I like this new album a lot. I'm not
. 4 :ZLi;

Having said that, there are a few parts I

didn't like: for instance, the slow songs
are perhaps a little too slow but this is

a quality record and I am sure it will do

welle

With help from Chris and Joe While, Matt
Clifford, Mick Doonan and Johnny Coppin,
Paul has gathered together another good
selection of songs, many of them destined
to become folk club hits, I'm sure.

A lot of work has been put into the
arrangements but it's always Paul's
singing and excellent guitar, dulcimer
and mandocello playing that comes over
with strengthe.

My own favourite tracks are '"No Quarter"
and the "Brown Bird" but it is unfair

to make any distinctions as they are all
well worth a listen.

This album is available from Paul at gigs
or by post from Lambrigg View, Grayrigg,
Kendal, priced at £5.00. (inclusive of
postage) o

Pete Rimmer,

TONY SULLIVAN. "Last Night's Fun"
Halshaw Music HM 304,

Have you been looking for a masterclass

on Irish session Banjo ? Look no further -
this is ite Along with the tune books
already available, this cassette offers an
alternative way of learning without the
risk of being brained by a Guinness bottle
in your local Irish sessione

The twelve tracks all feature Sully's
banjo prominently but there is some gentle
accompaniment from Suzie Sullivan (whistle,
bodhran), Kev Barnard (guitar), and Mick
Moriarty (flute and whistle).

This must surely consolidate Sully's already
considerable reputation.

It will be a required purchase for existing
and would be banjo players but will it appeal
to a wider audience? The chief virtue of a
learning aid = the almost clinical
detachment of what is normally heard through
a haze of fag smoke and a cacaphony of
curses, coughs and "last orders" - this
coolness makes it not too interesting to a
general audience, Still, it might have a
novelty value as a session completely free
of accordian ¢ One last query: if you
learn the instrument off a tape, how are

you going to get that special banjo players
face ?

Tan Wells.
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B AND THE DRONES "Sting in the Tail"
Border Keep BK 008

Side 1: Dance Ti' Thee Daddy/Geld Him
Lasses/Bagpipers' Carol/Pheasant's
Dance/Fife and A' The Lands Aboot It/
Sir John Fenwick/The Rock and the Wee
Pickle Tow/Keelman O'er The Land/Thomas
Saunders/Syriacus/Parnell's March/Joe
Hutton's March.

Side 2: Redesdale Hornpipe/Beeswing/
Hills and Waters/Barbara's Jig/Galloway
Hills/The Mill, Mill O/Every Time We
Say Goodbye/Sting In The Tail/Mary Ann/
Memories/Flight Of The Bumble Bee.

When I saw that "B And the Drones"
consisted of 5 Northumbrian pipers, a
bassoonist and a percussionist, I though
"oh no! Not another Cut and Dry Dolly".
How wrong I was, I dislike the predise
classical playing of many revered pipers,
but by contrast this is a warm lilting
40 minutes of music without any virtuoso
bravura. The accompaniment is subdued
and varied (guitar, piano, melodeon,
castanettes!). The Cole Porter song
with bassoon counterpoint won me over
completely. It also proves that Scots-
men can play Northumbrian pipes just

as well as Tynesiders do. Nice one.

"RALPH STEPHEN

EAVESDROPPER "The March Hare"
Greenwich Village GVR 220

Malcolms Interview (Cassette Private
Issue) '

This is precisely what I was talking
about elsewhere in this issue. Two

new bands both formed within the last
two years, one firmly entrenched in a
tiresome seventies mould, the other
very much up with the times who bring

a whole new bay of tricks to the
proceedings. If either had an advant-
age, then it should be Eavesdropper,
who were touted by some sections of the
music press as this years "hot stuff".
They played at Cropredy and myrid other
festivals, got support to the legend
himself, (Richard Thompson for you not
in the know), and then blew it all on
this debut album.

As they launch into the opening "Star
of Munster", the listener is tempted

to play that old party game, "name
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that influence" They're all in there,
this is "Fairhand slips" territory with
even a hint of the JSD band in the brew.
Dropper singing is off too, "Paul Jones",
and "Three Score and Ten" (version 816)
having some truly painful, strained and
out of tune vocals.

Advice lads,

1. get in a decent female vocalist

2. kick out the mandolin and up the
keyboards

3. remember this is the 1980s.

As it stands, "The March Hare", is like
my gran's slippers, comfy but worn out.

Without a contract, but prepared to take
a chance on putting out their own tape,
Malcolm's Interview hail from York and
played round Buxton quite a bit in '83.
They're a very tight five piece, whose
music is hard driving rock with melodic
leads and traditional lyrics. If you
can imagine Sgqueeze playing folk then
you are not far off ‘the mark. Vocalist
Josephine Swiss has a strange haunting
voice, a cross between Toyah Wilcox

and Kate Bush. But by hell it's an
effective weapon. Their writer Dave
Townend has been listening to Richard
Thompson because his lyrics can be
traced to similar subjects in the
maestro's work. Not that there's anything
wrong with that, squire. Get your mits
on this four track cassette, only £1.20
from the band at 111 Nunnery Lane, York.

Meantime I want to see them'live preferably

sooner than later.
troops.

A cracking effort

SIMON JONES
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Kendal
Folk

Festival | |
84

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY
Friday 24th — Sunday 26th August
SPONSORED BY LEGAL & GENERAL

Situated on the edge of the Lake District National Park, Kendal is set in one of the most
beautiful areas of Britain. Fasy access from the M6 and main British Rail
London-Glasgow line.

THIS YEAR’'S GUESTS (subject to confirmation) — Dick Gaughan, Whippersnapper —
with Dave Swarbrick, Martin Jenkins, Kevin Dempsey and Chris Lesley, Maddy Prior Band,
Blowzabella, Martin Simpson, Richard Thompson Band, lona, Eavesdropper,

Cat Island Street Band.

NEW FOR THIS YEAR — The National Songwriters Competition.
Wirite for further information and entry forms. G

PLUS — Concerts, ceilidhs, workshops, singarounds, dance displays, craft market,
music hall, children’s activities. Most events under cover — Free car park — Food and Bars
Excellent camping facilities — Reduced rates plus FREE transport to and from site.

FURTHER DETAILS - SAE to Brewery Arts Centre, Highgate,
Kendal, Cumbria LA9 4HE. Tel, (0539) 25133 E

Brewery Folk aratefully acknowledge the financial assistance of LEGAL & GENERAL.

Beverley -
Folk Festival

22nd-24th JJunel1984

BILL CADDICK & ‘THE ROUGH BAND’

(BILL CADDICK, GRAEME TAYLOR, JOHN DAVEY from "HOME SERVICE' & STEVE DIXON)

OSSIAN ® THE WATERSONS

CATHY LESURF & BILL MARTIN e R. CAJUN
DAVE BURLAND e ALLAN TAYLOR e TUNDRA
PAT RYAN e CHRIS PARKINSON & ROBIN GARSIDE
THE FABULOUS SALAMI BROTHERS e THE COCK & BULL BAND
YORKSHIRE GARLAND e THE WHITE HORSE CEILIDH BAND
BETTY LUPTON’S LADLE LAIKERS e RIPON CITY MORRIS
GREEN GINGER CLOG DANCERS © GREEN GINGER MORRIS
KNARESBROUGH MUMMERS e GRAHAM PIRT e PIERCE BUTLER
STEVE HEAP ¢ GRAHAME MORRISON e JIM MACDONALD
Concerts, Ceilidhs, Dance Displays, Children’s Shows, Workshops

i

.m:*oqam_ Sessions, Creche, Stalls, Free Camping, ‘Sam Smith’s’ Real Ale

Season Tickets £10.00 (£9.00 before May 1st) including camping
Reductions for Children - Tickets available for individual events
TICKETS & INFORMATION: CHRIS WADE, 2 STAR ROW, NORTH DALTON,
DRIFFIELD, EAST YORKSHIRE, YO25 9UR Telephone: 037 781 662 or 0482 892266
In association with BBC Radio Humberside
Supported by Lincolnshire and Humberside Arts, Humberside Leisure Services, 2
The East Yorkshire Borough of Beverley Borough Council.

ORGANISED BY THE WHITE HORSE FOLK CLUB, BEVERLEY 3
\



