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_he N_w Year brlngb

iit_untll it was too late.

ones for future issues,

uomething of a
7 gob prOSpects as I'm SUTe the Where program=es are olther taken off

"1" k-of three of our regular features
this month s30ng’ Exchange & Dancing are
not 1ncluded because they hadn't arrived
v publication date;Club of the Month
ds missing because I forgot all about:

ATEW feature this issue,and ona which
‘T hope will become & regular is an
“interview with a local artist or group.
This month we've chosen Feter Bond,and
imon Jones & I have lined up further

FOLERADR sonments about the -lemise of
Piccadilly's Folk programme and I have
some more to say in Out % Aboubt on the
opposite page.l'm afriad in each case.
it comes back to YOU the listener to
write in & pralse or constructively
criticise the existing programmes.

the air or don't exist at all,then
write and complain and KEEP ON COMP-
BATNING until something is done.Its
up to TOU,remember,

THE COVER is once again by Irene Allen,
who is in hospifal at the time of
writing,and I'm sure we all wish her a
speedy recovery.Chris Roach,one of my
typists is also in hospital-get well
soon,Chrisliiven if Chris makes a speedy
recovory,I would Yike to find another
typist to reduce the ammount I have to
. type myself and to help to speed up the
production of the Newsletter.Contact me
on Wigan 215621 if you can help.

FINALLY,thanks to my other assistants,
Angela Porkln & Elaine Derbyshire for
typing;lan Wells for date chasings

Pete Rimmer & Bill Derbyshire for dist-
ribution.Also of course to all those who
have coniributed articles.

T0 CLOSE,I’lI wish you all a very merry'
Christmas & a Happy New Year.

R — > i)
N.B. CLOSING DATE FOR OUR NEXT
ISSUE (FEB-MAR) IS JANUARY 4th
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THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF
THE EDITOR OR OF THE
FEDERATION.

THE EDITOR ACCEPTS KO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR

EDITORIAL ADDRSSS:
3;Cromford Drive,
Pemberton,
Wigan, WN5 8JU BE ORIGINAL,OR FOR ANY .
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DECEMBER 84~ TANVARY ‘85

CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED TO§

FOLLOWING last year's popular Cotober festival at
Poynton,they are holding another backender

fo¥r festival on Saturday & Sunday 8th & 9th of
Dagenber this year.The list of guests is as usual
far téo long to give in ite entireity heve,but
here are just smome:

GARY & VERA,JOHMAY COLLINS,HGSIE HARDMAN,

BILYL, ZORN,VFLASH COMFAWY,HOBSON % LE%3,

CHRIS & JOB WHILE,CAUGHY Ot THE HOFP,NIGHTS HIFT
plus many more local & national nuegts.SaturdaJ s
eventa sfard at lpm & events continue uniil
midnight,while Bunday Events start at 10am &
continue watil 11. 30pm.Bar extensions have been
applied for and food will be available as usual.
There are special children's events % & child-
miniding faecility;there.is f1lor space for sleeping
bags at the centre.Season tickets are £5(child
£1.50),Day tiockets £3{child £1}.For more details
goe the advert elsewhere in this issue.

BRAM TAYLOR is lauwnching his new LY ‘'Bide Awhile'
at a spegial evening at Leigh Folk Club cn
Decomber 14th,It is mainly by invitation,but
there are a limited number of tickets on sale
at-the club.

'PEIL BROWH of Looge Chippings tells me that

they have been running monthly concerts at the

Plough Hotel,Lytham Road,Freckleton,Near Preston.
The emphasis on th nighis has been 'fun’ and the
next one is a 'Chrisimas Uxtravaganza' with Gary

"& Vera Aspey on Saturday 15th December at 8. 30pm.

Tiekets are £1.50 frow Phil at 101,Turf Lane,
Chadderton,Oldham (tel 081 6356 7561)

FPARWHAM FCLK DAY 1985 takes place on Sunday April
14th at Farnbham Maliings from noon tc 1lpm. Among
the artists appearing ares
FLAGO JIMEREZ TEX-MEX BAND,DICK GAUGHaHN,
OYSTER BAND,ALTISTAIR ANWDERSCH,TRE BLADES,
DERBY MoCLATCHY,MAGOLL HOLLARD & GHRIS GOE
further information from FMS at 2,Bastdale,
Eagt St.,Farnham,Surrey. (Tel 0252 724638)

DARCING ZHNGLAKND is being held in Derby on January
19th and Features Rapper,Longsword,Morris & Clog
Morris from all over tine country.ilso with 0ld
Swan Band,Rattle&Rant Band,Hugh Rippon,Jim Lioyd.
Kore details in the advert,or contact John &
Leslie Shaw,Sandiacre 392014.

PETE RISl reminds m» in a letier arriving too late
to be published in full that it is some +time since
the folk programme he used fo Jointly present on
Red Rose Hadio finished.It won't come back unless
YOU write in now and tell them you want a folk
programme. hile you are about it write to Ficcadilly
& tell them the samejthe addresses are:

Head of Pro-rammes, The Programme controller,
Red Rose ladio, Picoadilly Radio,
P.0.Box 301, P.0.Box 261,

St.Pauls square, Piccadilly,

Preston Manchester

I;.O;;t_-!ES News’

DUE TO pressure of space from other articles,Tours
News has taken up femporary refuge on the Out & Aboui
page.

It has been suggested that if enough olubs are ;
interested,it may be possible to start organising

a few tours.In order to start the ball relling,Sean
sugeests that each club should write tc him with .

a list of 5 or 6 artists they would be particularly
interested to book while on a iour of thé area,
together with an indication of the price they would
be prepared to pay,and how many months ahead they
tond to book guests.lere is your chancé to help us
fulfil our aims beitier than we are at present - write
BOW to Sean Boyle,2la,Cinder Lame,Northwich,Cheshire
(or tel 0606 441361).

SOME NEWS of poasible tours:

URGEET- ROY HARRIS is in the area from 12+th March
for about a week and curepently has only one booking
(Blackpool on th Tuesday}-if you can help,please
contact Nigol Firth NOW on Wigan 215621

CAJUN are interestsd in a tour of the area(no dates
suggested at present)
LIFE & TIMES who appeared at Fylde Folk FPestival-see
algo adveri-have suggesied a range of dates for a
possible tour,cost around £55.
For the above two,pleasze conact Sean Boyls.

On a similar topic,Jean Seymour who has taken over
the running of Bury Folk Club again,is anxious to
bring herse™f up to date with local club performers
whe would be &nteresied in appearing as guestis.
Traditional-style singers& musicians are the type
of aet Jean ig interetesed in,so if you can send
publicity material % tapes (wlll be returned),she
would be -very grateful.Her Address is;

166, Tobdington Hd, ,Bury (tel 051 761 1544) -

RADIO DETAILS: :

Folk on 2,BBC Radio 2,MW only,Saturday Opm-Tpm

Radio Lancashlre, 51m(96 4VHF5,uundays 11,05-11, 35am
Radio Merseyside,202m{95,8VAF}, Tuesdays 6.30-Tpm
Radio Manehester,ZOGm(95.lVHF),bundays 5.45=6415pm
NOTE HOWBVER that none of the indevendent radio
stations are currently running a lollk show,not even
Piceadilly.See also Broadfolik an! the comments in
the oppesite column,

DofYr FORSED the\ I‘ederatlon Ravue,,to be hclc‘ at 1. ;e
HALGO Social Club,Bishop Hd. ,St.lelens on Sund s
December lﬁth.Rroceeds go to the Federation,
Fleasoe go along & support it.




SINCE THZlast issue,there are no new clubs jOlnlng,
but there are a nunber of venue/night changes

The Kingsway Folic GClub is no wore- the tenmnis club
2ecide’ they didn't viant activities not directly
cotnected with Tennis.Long live the Ruilway!

The Railway Folk Club meet at the Railway ,
Tithebarn at.,leerpool(oppo site the old Sxchange
station) every Wednesday irom about &- 34 0pia

I'm informed it is a Higson's pub serving real
ale,and they are starting initially‘with Just
singers’ nlghts,to which all are ueloome to attend,
There is a train just round the corner(Moorfielis
underground station),so you don't even h.ve to
drive.More details from Arthur Marshall,351 638 3964

The GEONGE & DRAGOE Folk Club have move? to the
NALGO Soeial Club,Iishop Road,st.Helens owing to
the imminent reconsiruction of their old presises.
They are now called the NALGO Folk Club,but noie
especially that you don't have io be a member of
NALGO to get into the Folk Club.The forwat of the
olub is the same as it was before{alternate guest
& singers' nights),and I'm sure you'll find the

zame friendly atmosphere despite a slightly ‘larger
OO,

POYRTOW have moved itheir midweek folk music guest
night back to Thursdays,when you can expect to soe
& local artist,but nonetheless well-known.I've no
deatils %o hand,but to see who iz on, 'phons

Erie Brock on 0625 875555 or 872424,

IF YOU don't know how to get to the WALGD Folk Club
in Bishop Road,5t.Helens,please get in touch with
Bernie Forkin on 7744 53058 who will be glud to
Zive you dirsctions.

The 01d Ship at Southport is continuing the
alternate Wednesday singarcunds that started
in the gummer-see Club Dates for destails.

fl

. ADVANCE. §OTICE of guests for February & Marchs.

A5 U4Ual, the Breweory Folk nights are amovable”
feast,so0 here are the dates for the nexy two
Aonthe: .
Jecember cth, Andy Irvine plus Sam Bracken -
13th,Party with Cosmetheka,Taffy Thdmaa
& Roger Lang : ‘
. Janudry 5th, Fairport Convention plus Diok Gaughan
More details from Bill Lloyd 0539 25133

Pebruary @
. 15th, Mabeant Ring O‘BElls(Mlddleton);
" 3rdy . Mike Silver,Rainford. . :
3rd,.f Pat-Ryan,Valley : ] :
“2nd, " Askley Hutehings(Cecil Sharp) BreWery

“9th; 0. Watohers,White Bear
24th;;5 Vin Garhutt Leigh

10th, . Hefléctions,Valley

March :
3rd, Maxi & HMitch,Rainford

For more details of all these,please contact the
appowpriate Club Organiser (see p.27).

THE WHITE BRAR Folk Club,Adlingion kave a change
of format as from January,dus largely to their
suceesp in attracting both audience and singers.
Tuesday will continue to be their club night,at
which singers are always welcome and to whioh
there is no charge for admission.Once a month,on
Saturdays,there will be aguest night and admission
o this will always be £1.For more information,
please contact Glyn Hughes on Adlington 482520.

THE VALLEY Folk olub are trying to get Dave
Cousing & 8rian Willoghby (ex Strewbs) for eibher
January 6th or 13th.At the time of going %o press
they had been uneble to confirm this,so I suggest
you get in touch with either Paul thtehlll on
061 736 6441(day) or Adlington 482450 or Derry
Yelding on Bolton 793961.

HAINFORD.FOLK CLUB are nom Tumning a gueat only
every 2 or 3 woeks,the remainivig weeka being
closed.This may only be temporary,sc please

check the dates in the centre pages & local press
before going along.More information from Bob
Leeming,Rainford 3424.

Steve hckersley,who with his group Calioo Ps now {
ruming Leigh Folk Club tells me that they would
like to give up running the Belle Green olub at
Ince.They are prepared to give support to who—
ever takes it over,by coming along to singers'
nights and they would net like to see the venue
close.dre you interested in tuking it over? If so
please contact Steve on Wigan 677955.

LEIGH FOLK CLUB have taken over the Dialect

competition that was held at the Belle Green
last year is to be held in February or March.
If you would like to enter,you can get forms
either from the club or by telephoning Steve
lokeraley on digan 677955.1 gather there will
be a songwriting contest later in the yoear,

CEILIDHS,such as I have been told about are 1o
be found as followst
Yec 29th , S5t. Marle's Widnes
lJec 29th , Poynton w1tb Cheshire Folk .CB
Jan 12th , Poynton with Gorton Tank CB
41so wateh out for mini-Ceilidhs at Bury & at
Tieigh,especialiy.

YOU WILL find that while Boite clubs close for a
coupie ol woesks over Christmas,cthers are oven even
on Christmas Bve & Boxing Day,so ¥you needn't sit
in on your own and watch old films on TV—get out
to a folk club,even iI your own local one is
closed. There's bound to be one open somewher
Chock with the Jlub Calendar fop 39&3118.
watch out for Shristmas Farties eto. -

. ‘show, mostly records but usually with
“aguest to chat, ‘and is worth half an:

* Simon: Johnson presentlng 'Lancash1re'~

25 mlnutes'

;be among the favoured few to find. out ,ﬂ

:Now the bad news: Radlo'Plccadllly 5.

‘week summer break and: still has ‘not:

' just commercial and now we see the thin

‘particularly for the audience, but for

“¢an riow deliver a national amdience on

It's not so much Broadfolk as’
narrowfolk this time rowdid, as it's
mostly about local radios. First,

Radio Manchester has finally found
it's way to putting out a regular
show. It's 'Folk Like Us' with

Mike Billington:for half an hour every
week at 5.45 on Sundays, with a repeat
on Tuesdays at 7.00pm. This seems to
be settling down to be a reasonable S A
the motley crew trying to pick up the
pre~teen market hooked on plastic music.
Incidentally, a recent market survey.
showed that if you broke down the ILR-
audience by newspapers read, the paper
~'with the highest cross-correlation was-
““the Sun. Now you know why many ILR ads.
“dssume such a high I.Q. !

hour of anyone's tlme. “Retune to
Radio Lancashlre'and you may find"

Drift! at’ 11.05 on. Sunday morning for _
10W . w1th 4 more accessible i
repeat at 5 on Tuesday evenlngs, I*]:-?

u: ma flnd him, as it is about B . LT
say you miay " ’ Nationally, John Morrisors Folk 6n 2

but fot exactly once a month, though - "
as’ he promlseﬁ to advertlse in the’ N w, ugz;contlnues to be’ excellent but 1ncreaslngly

Fed Magazine, you lucky readers’ ‘should . .. - inaudable as nights draw in and MW

! “disappears under into Euromush. TV is
‘5till a dessert with rare exceptions.
One of these is the Ch series madey of -
‘course, by STV, on the history 6f Scotland
which includes quite a lot of relevant
bcots folk mu51c.

FOLKSPAN went off the air for an- elght-ﬁ,

returned.;'Worse”stlll, it is unllkely
to come back ‘at. all’in the near .
future. Plccadxlly, along with all
but three of. the other so-called
Independent ‘Local Radio stations have
jettisoned their local programmes:
(including news) on Sunday nights to“
take a London ‘based chart show i
deliverately set up to compete with- :
Radio 1.,  This is bad enough, but - = 'y
Simon Coin, who is in charge of
schedules at Piccadilly, has confirmed

 WOMENS PEACE
_ SONGS from. -
“Australia

£5.50 record &

that he can't find another slot for %SIS‘GEEM 62.
the folk.show even though he has qu1te Woodstock Rd.,
a bit of material recorded over the Moseley,

B'ham B13 9BN
send s.a.e. for
free caielog_ué._ _

summer = paid for = sat in his tape
racks. Write to him or ring him to.
complain and complain to the IBA. We
have always known that ILR stations
didn't really want to be local but

CONTACT: .
“"PHIL HEALD

a3 Yew Tree Drive,

. Lammack, Blackburn.

[:TEL 53186
{heme)

B }on 54850

end of the wedge. Genuine local
broadcasting is cast aside in favour
of centralised fashion music ~ not

the benefit of the space salesmen who

‘a local radio network.to the
advertlslng agents of bubblegum
manufacturers, BMX bikes and the rest




ROPED AND TIED AND BONDED; Simon Jones talks to Peter Bond

Peter Bond is a true northern son, a.songwriter of awescme
ability who turng nere ertlnq into a craft. He's always
got & smile on his face and a cduse in his heart. Behind
him three solo albums show just how Highly he has developed
his art, and before him lies a year writing educational
brosdcast musie. They dan't come 'any more honest, and
during cur chat he answers thoughtfully, expansively,
conviction behind his words. Bond is one of a rare breed,
quitarist singers who actually write material which ig
intrinsically English, rooted firmly in our 11festyle
It's a rare and glorious talent

$J "What music: did you” grow up “with?n

B8 "I can remember singing at the pianc with my mother; -
stuff like the Harxy Lyme . :theme, I was in. the school
choir 'and did a lot of choral music, and played the
clarinet in the school orchestra. I used to listen
to Radio.Luxembourg Top 40, whilst before that I was:
keen on Tony Bennett and Johnny Mathis, 1 suppose
"I heard pretty well’ everythlng, the radio was on a '~
lot " -

SJ "When did you realize you coﬁld actually writez"

PB "Well, I once got 31 out of 30 for a school essay,
mostly” because it was so'long., I had a family
reputation for being bookish when I was young, But’
the first songs I can remember writing were with my. )
brothers. Pop songs written for fun; they were pretty =
surreal even then, titles like 'I Wish.T Had The Price .
of a Bacon Sandwich', or 'I Take My Trousers to the
Layndry every Wednesday', this was 1963, They were really
goed strong melodic songs. T started writing on my
own in 1968, in those days it was more poetic ox
deseriptive, rather than a social comment".

8F "pDidn't the world of rock'n'pop ever appeal?"

PB "Being brothers and all that when we first started we
thought we could be the next Beatles. But none of us ever
set anything in motion.  Even now to some extent I would
like to be & bigger name Playing bigger concerts, but the
'real’ business doesn't make me sorry I missed out. T
wouldn't mind having some suctessful songs in the rock;
scene, if somebody else would do. them. T honestly dénvE
think at the 'momént T''could be a blockbusting wrlter..-'
You 've got to have bags of self confidence in the pop
world, which basically I haven't got"- :

57 '"What was it that attracted: you to folk clubs then?“

PB Yell rather a strange story actually, ‘the very flrst time
. I went to a folk club was on a paid booking, ' One of
my brothers got hold of some Watersons ard Young Tradition
records and . we practlsed some close harmony stuff, &
friend heard us 'and gave ue a booking at his folk club;
That's what first got me in the clubs. When I heard the
music people were playing, I thought,'this is subversive'
both pelitically and musically (I've always been Lnto_ -
weird things). . We were ihstantly accepted and I got a’
kick out of people l'1'1}_x1k.1.ng I was good at somethlnq" :_'

i) "Slnger—sonqwrlter is the most ready phase people would
use to describe your act, dé you think the term is out
meded?”

¥B "Its a fair description of my action in the clubs, but

" it's limiting; people expect you to be soft rock, a
superannuated hippie. It's not terribly helpful to me.
because I often do songs by other people and traditional
stuff in my act. It's an odd phrase, after all if you're.
in a group then you are never a singér songwriter.
MeCartney is ha51cally one but no one ever refers to hlm
as such. ¥es, it probably is a bit outmoded, zince nearly
everybody on the folk scene at the moment is writing part
of their act, so it's mainstream these days in one form
or another. Singer songwriter used to mean you were
somebody different",

%7 "Could a songwriter make a decent living from the clibs
these days?”

tallks €0
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Tl've certalnly made a living almost exclusively from. the ;!
folk scene in the past ten years. I haven't made any money,
but T've just about made a llv-ng, latély hélped by some
work from the BRC, It must be overheads, I've goti'a small
house and as yet, no children. For some people with kids,

a wife and consequently larger house it must be very.
difficult indeed. Maybe three or four people are making

a living but the rest have to let their partners work. So,
no I don't think there's a lot of people waking a good .
living from the folk scene. Mind you there's a lot of people
not making a very good living at anything".

"That last phrase seenmed 'a good point to 1nterject a
question about his political material, only too often

his songs hit the scocial nail squarely on the head., While
melodic and bouncy there's always a point behind the misic.
Your first album was very much written w1th ‘causes' ip mind,
what turned you onto that?",

"I am what I am, I'd think these thlngs even if I wasn't a
songwriter, so it's bound to come out in the songs - writing
is just one way of expression. I hope that people find
the poetry in my songs as wellias the message, that's
important, but I like to think they're more than social:

comrents. I don't just write social songs, I write other ' |
sohgd as well",

"Obviously you don't mind your politics showioo?":

"No, I don't at all, But it's very wearing to try and wrlte
a political statement about everything, I've for exampls’
never written a song about Ulster, because it's so confused
I don't know what the answer is.  That doesn't mean I won't
but not at the moment because it wouldn't be a good one.
important to me to write good songs not just make a poutt
If I was worried about it showing then, well I wouldn't
write itV

A

_‘?

© for me .

=

"My songs do make a lot of people think, I get just as much
flack from socialists as I do from right wingers. But .
there's no doubt in my mind that for me what 7' 'm doing is
right., I try tb put an alternative point of view. The
media will always give the establishment view so I try to
balance it, after all it's a free press",

"One of the problems on the folk scene with regard €0 people
who write social comment sengs, is that if you write even cne
song that makes a statement, you're.branded as political,

when what they mean is left wing, something against the status
quo, more in favour of equality. It's a wild example of

how people don't think things through - it's just as polltlcal
to deCLde not to. sing protest songs®,

ST "would you say you waere very much a Northern W“ltﬂr°"

PB "Net specifically, but I do write abéut things up here, it's

where I live. This is where all the heavy industzy is and L
write a Lot of songs about industrial problems. My sense of
humeur is Noriheérn.. Maybe it's the contrast, life has a
hard edge up here.
West,. but I don't mind being seen as a Northern writer",

"Sometimes I get comments about my stance on sométhing and
they! re based on a regrettable lack of. knowledge about life
in our area, life is very different in the North, That
difference ig boend to show in scme of ny songs',

5J “Allright for Some" came “out in 1977 how do you think its-

worn?",

PB "Very well, its been reasonably successful, I still do all

the songs, obvicusly not in one evening; but they're in the’
repertoire, There isn't anything there that doesn't still
apply, I write about ‘situations. rather than cause/cases. In
production it hasn‘t worn so well, that's because I was very
inexperienced, I was so pleaséd to be asked into the studio,
hearing me coming out of 5ft. speakers, I was maybe blinded
to aome of the problems. Yeah, 1t still stands up though"

83 "The flISt side of its ancestor, "See Me Up* pulled no punches,

so how do you now feel about songs like, "Snake in the:
Grass", "This 0ld Shoe", and "Smiling David",

PB “See Me Up" in many ways- iSn't as accessible  as "Allzight

For some™, but it's musically more adventurous. I still -
feel the same about all the situations. Events bear out more
and more what I'm singing ‘about, "Snake in the Qrass" ]
is about nuclear reprocessing, and things just get hairier -
with all the lies flocating around Some things do change for
the bhetter, but it's so slow, ‘we're old before we see the
change. - Unemployment, racism and so on are now enshrined

in loxe, 50 to that extent it's getting worse, & couple of
my nicest songs are on there, “Snow Song”™ and "Irish’ Girl”.

87 "How do you see your perlod of wark with Bill Caddick and

Tim Laycock?”.’

PB "We made one reeord,'"n Duck on his Head",'which got very:

good reviews., But we did write two shows, that and "The
Man who. Walks through Walls". we didn't actually split up
because we were never a group, three soloists, but who were
friends who worked together from time to time, playing where
we were asked if people were preparéd to pay for it. ‘We
had a reallj gaood time, a véry: interesting experience,. The
raagon we stopped was the commitment Tim and Bill had to tne
National Theatre, plus the dlstance we lived apart™.

§J "One of your most tlmeless songs is "It Haunts Me S€ill™

(one amongst many). How did you come: to write it?".

PB "I.wrote it for a television play which hasn't been ot

that struck me as a title. It's about being perfectly
happy and bumping irtc an old'flame.” I find Lt quite -
galling that a song I wrote in quarter of an hour has:

. been really successful, in the clube it's popular and
ita been on the radio gquite a lot" '

yet, it was a ghost story, ab?ut a ¢lub musician and
t

&7 "wWhy did you go it alone with Totem records’"

PB “I wyanted to try putt;nq out a record myself You plck
up all the bills, see it thrdugh, - You keep all the .’
moriey coming in, ard you keep the publishing. .At that

time most records were self fiunded, even the 1abele had
fntroduced a thing where they asked the artistes to bear
‘some of the cost". - . .

"It was a very interegting exercise, buk I overspent in -

i the studio, although I got very reascnable rates from

Rig {sanders) and Robin (Brown) who were producing it
They had such good ideas, tha€ I just said
Yes" o everythlng,'so it took-much longer- that way,

There's good writers from South, East and |

SJ
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5J

PB
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As far as reaplng the beneflts goes, lt's a bad tlme to

bring out a record at the moment. I'm owed quite a- .
lot of money by record distributors, I suppgse I get e
back but I'm well In the Fed over having made the Fecord”.

"The record" being "Awkward Age".
it was received by the. folk preas?”,

How do you feel

"Very well, the-reviews all picked out different tracks.
They were favourahle only one wasn't and that was more.
a ccomment on the productlon I used, not the songs®.

“The arrangements ‘on "Awkward Age" placed him for the
first time in a rock band context, and featured keyboards
heavily. How much modern music do you listen to?".

"B lot, pop music and modern classical, Radioc 3 especially.
I'm currently teéaching guitar to. a couple of teenagers
0 I need to keep up. Iyvic writing has taken a dive
hasn't it, it's all short and stacatto. I like Elvis
Costello, Surthymics, Kid Crecle and thé Coconuts, andt
hate Spandau Ballet. ~But I don't buy their records,
I tend to buy the esoteric stuff from the cheap bins,
I used to love John Lennon, still listen to McCartney ' \
though Stevie Wonder lS prcbably the most consistent:
performer“.

"Do you like: most of the cover versions of your- material
‘for example, June Tabor s excellent rendering of
" "Jog Peel?d) -

"I was very pleased with what she did, I'd like more-
people to cover them, after all for about £4.00 they
get 12 songs.’ ‘While I wish moré names would cover my
material, its very:difficult to get material to. artistes
and it can be very costly. It can't be easy to do one of
my songs, I Use weird chords, cdd tim;ng, and wide voice
xanges,: ' As long as: ‘they. ‘credit me, I'm happy for people
to sing my. songs”,

) ogcurs to me that "Moving Heaxts“ could have done
jugstice to your sonqs?"

"1td have Loved Mov ng ‘Hearts to cover’ my stuff, it would
have been great.™ I actnally think some of my material

is better than“thelrs.- But I really don't mind how people
arrange my songs,f g: long as they are qood of their type".

"The -Folk scene in whlch Peter Sond and myself work, iz a
curious beast, ‘to'dome change léss and to others ever a
shifting myrid ofistyles and acts. Talk has been of
isolation in the past two years, and yet too, out of the
past’yéar there’s been' an undeniable mood of optimism, and
freshness in new names. How do you see. your environment
in the mid l98os2",

"I think its still isolated, partly because of the attitude
of the ‘media.:: The club scene will survive on people who

will play for wirtually nothing and the music’'s wot going

to disappear, I I'11l still be writing. whether there'li

be many professidnals LE the’ dep:e551onwgbes on I don't krnow.
There seems to be:andther, folk rock~bbom at the moment, but
thats never been my scene. When the fimt one hit, I was
living in Cumbyid well’ away from it.  1I've heard quite a lot
of it'since and:'I'm really glad I missed the early 70s.

(Interviewer nods-see Summer iasue),

!"Theres very much a ‘tiavour of the month': abroad but then
there always has besn. I often wonder how long these news
camers will suxv;ve"they ‘get booked 'coz they're ¢heap. But

" then: again;: that's how I gtarted”,

'“I‘d llke to see a bit more gquta’ ahout what's going on,

s pelitical: songs or he was & bread head,

“There's an awful lot of people in folk clubs denying what's
golng on in the world; this is an .incedibly bad time to be
Living through why haven't people got more of an angry
attitude?.  "But then, maybe people don't want to hear
about it; I only wish they would. Folk used to be part of
the protest movement, Al Stewart once gaid Iin Southern Rag
 he'd never heard a decent political song In hisx 1life. Yet
when he started he covered a -llDylan's protest matarial
the day it came out, now either he thought they were good
Too many people
digavew the causes thay sing about. They say, I'm not
involved in the politics, ‘1 just like the song. Isn't

life too short?“'

only too truae Mr Eon& the scéne could do with a bit more
wellie and clout,

Peter Bond maybe 'allrighﬁ for same’

, but by me he's fine
anytime, :
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A singers'ﬂ ego is a fragile thing,
God wot! - 3 confidence bubble,
easily pricked. And who more fitted
to do such pricking than the type
of club organiser who comes. out.
with such statements ass

"We were packeo out 1aqt W@ek" Thi's

is said when his miserable club-room
is about one..tenth full at 10.20Cpm,
accompanied by a melancholy stare,

and in a tone of regretful accusation.
It leaves our poor guest in mno.

doubt but that it is HIS FAULT that
all the customers are at the bingo
instead of at the Incipient Goitre
Folk Club.

Here's. another ‘soul- chlllpr: “the
man who ¢alls {traunsfer charge) %o
offer a booking, saying'?ggg_xgg;

come fdr half fee° We re_very.

________________ Oh dear....
and here's me th1nk1ng that my 10
L.P.s; 13 wpek telly series, ..
continental tours and a mention in-
Southern Rag had guaranteed my name
in the ranks of the mighty. Not so!
Cut your. fee lad, and go:along there
"like the B-feature player that you
really are!

This part’ of my qcreed 1?, of courqp
written entirely from the v1ewp01nt
of the guest singer - more exactly
the rprofessional ainger. I'm.

- damn sure that 'my fellow singers-
have come across such characters.
too - ask ‘em!  Some day, somebody

"is going to write a book. - Luckily,
and truthfully, the-club'dis organ-—

isers are in the minority, but there
are still to be met the occasional
bues who say "Oh,

. and after a clear1y~qtated requeqt

in the booking letter. And the
other charmer, with the beady .
(bleary) eye, a small handful of
money, and the question: "jggg_glg
You_say your. fae waq...?"

Now while some of theqe b]okeq make
the stomach churn, there's always
light relief to be gained at the
antics of M.u.q, the light relief
in my case coming from cliche
gounting, night after night, club
afté® club. The members of sach-
individual ¢lub may not fiund the
parade of stoeck phrases =so

And who can blame them?
'm.b.s, ao y0u always nave to says-ﬁ

your ¢lub is a cluby

" the. gueqt aingér perhaps,
- feel it pertinent,
" ego. I'mentioned earller benefits

although it ‘could be

diverting,
that thay have stopped llqtenlng'

Pleans

B1oggq'“ What for? to cffer upfa'
prayer? To avoid the temptatlon
to throw thlngqq

Or "A big_ hand_ fog_{gg_@lgggq'" In"

which to collect his giant fee?  Or
to clout him round the ear Wlth9

Carping you may well be thlnklng, _
but I think not.  There is nothing
terribly: wrong with. elther ‘intro= "
duction, but. for. EVERY q1nger
EVERY waek® .. o

And- i 1t really neceqqary to L .
introduce your qlngers a8 i f they,
and you, are part of NEW: FACTS or
OTILLA BLACKX's GUEST: NIGET? Our .

nusic¢, and our folk club’ qystem,

*.  was oncé a bleqqed haven frowm: the B
" overkill of TV variety,

but of
late I find club-nights: belng
conducted in. the very =same way,-
bolstering uUp a star system that -
has 1o place in folk music, If:
and - not merely
s mini-conecert, it qhould be :
poqqlble to bring oun your 31ngers
in.a much more neighbourly way,
with a speclal‘ announcement for
ifiyou.
That delicate’

there 8 no doubt.

But please, please, M.C.s, if you
are going to do a biographical
intro, GET YOUR FACTS RIGHT. . I've
several times been given the blo-_
graphical touch, but often large
parts were totally wrong on four
years out-of-date. A bit.of
homework or a 'phone call could

take care of all that. It all boila
down to organisation. I know only

from a "build-up",

too well that many a poor bloke has
it Sprung on him at the last minute

that he's in charge.. Come on - -
organisers, give a bloke a: chance f
a week's notice at. ieaSt then the
homework could be done, aparing: the
club some unforunate Faffeﬂ.--'

My own perqonal nlghtmare revolve
around. the M.C. who doeqnt even:
know his guest's name, Thus I ha
been announced as Roy Bailey, Gue

Harper, Tweed - and
as somebody not due
until the. following
here's another "why
and a'very personal

on 3 occaslons
to appear

week, S0

musat they say",
one:

It's a- Joke you know! = And the
first 300 times I laughed at it

too! Still, it might have been’
worse: my name might have been
RAPHAEL WELSH! Imagine:...no,don't!

Quiékly'now, a few mdre teeth-
grinders from the M.C.s gagbook:-
"Time for 1he jegi_now“ Unfunny - |

and why not "OUR guest" ; "the .
guest" socunds a b»it like "the.
furniture"”, "the lavatory" etc..

"Brought here_at great exgenqe -
No comment.

It § not only completply untrue,
it's also highly insulting to all
the other singers of the evéning;
On folk music, everyone's
contribution is: vital and. welcomen
Some are. better than others.  So
what! —-everyone countq.

So come on now M.C.s; you’ are a
vital part of a club night and you
can ruin it, as well as help it to
g0 with a ﬂwing. Think a bit, use
your imaginationy, don't let.
gaucherilie or power madness force..
you into.a. Bruce Forsyth or Eughie
Green moulds -Let both these
axcellent showmen do: their own
thing fittingly in their own. - .
sphere, and you.do yours... YOURS,
in scale and style to. fit folk.
musics We will all benefit.

Oatca ke |

ideal

MUSIC , SONGS & DANCES
. for |

' BARW DANCES , CEILIDHS

and HOE DOWNS |

Yor Band & C@ller, B
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- JASON HILL
(0782) 81301
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Rufford (0704) 822574
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Dear Editor,

T qlt here pen in hand and can only
confirm exactly what Folkear foungd
out about Radio Stoke.. The people
there are monumenta to the sort of
duff heads who run local radio and
have no idea about our own ethniec
based music, :

It makes it all the more annoying
because the station actually did
have an excellent folk show run hy
Fred (Folk Review) Woods all
through the late 70's and egarly.-
80'as It usmed an Albion Country
Band track as its theme - forget
which one: Sitting in Cheshire as
I do, Stoke is only one of the
radioc dtations I'can pick up and

" ‘when [ penned an article on folk

on local radio for B¥*lg recently,
it -was naturalty one of those I-
called oOn,.

The girl behlnd +the desk obv1ouq1y_
had no idesa, because when asked 1f
they had a folk musie nregramme I
was regailed with "Coh, ves, :
Country ehl™, Fortunately aqa older
and wiser head informed me "We

vaed to have one, and maybe we'll
have one again. It was one of our
most popular programmes.” So-why
did they drop it? The same lady
then proceeded "Denzil knows quite
a bit- about folk music." Denzil
wasg obviously a big wig here so I
asked to see him, "Oh no, he's far
too busy to talk about folk mualc'"
was my Treply. '

Maybe Denzil filled in the ?éffofmﬁ'

form of reply. Whatever,:the
charge of "no folk" is grade one
;rubbish. I should think a Potterj

- industry would have thrown up more

“than a couple of songs, and South
Cheshire is packed full of dances,
tunes and traditions only just
belng unearthed, 1f anything its
ripe for exploration., Then there's
plenty of contemporary stuff - if
John Kirkpatrick can find enough
in the area to write music for
three plays in cgonJjunction with
the Stoke based Vie Theatre,
theres something around.

And may I add theres plenty of
. local c¢lubs who thrive with local
“_talent from places as far apart as

itor...

Hacclesfield to Stafiord. Okay so
they may have 'National' guests,

but what club doesn't. Stoke has
within its area as much folk music
and tradition as anyone, its more:

a case of radio station apathy. The
easy way out - Top 40, purely because
"We" couldn't be bothered to devote
time and resources to getting off

our collective backsides and looking,

T did have thoughts adout approaching
one of the local stations about

doing an "across the board iloots.
music show" iest assured it won "t
be on Rad;o stoke.

Simon Jounes.

Dear Editor,

Calling all Folk Clubs, from the -

residents of the Ring 0'Bells Folk -
\-rlub -Jidnego

Vould any club llka to £i11 & nlght
on their calendar and get to be &
guest resident in another club?®

There are club swaps taking place
quite succesfully. but how about an’
excahnge of residents. We would be
guest resident at your club with you
as host, and you get to be g;est
reaident at our club. :

The clubs get a 'different' night
without the extra cost of a guest
and the loss of floor spots. A
good chance to hear new songs that
are commouplace elsewhers, and for
more people to appreciate the vast
repertoire of all the available
residents. :

dow about clubs who like the idea
having a star by thelr name as
listed in the Folk Fed. Mag. to
show they are open to offers.
Perhaps such a scheme might even
favour those performers who are not
(or no longer) residents but would
like to be for one night.

Tel: 051-420-1887(Day)
051-424-1878 (Evening )
Jean Wrigzley.

“Do-you believe in giants?

. buttons flew off.
}3anyth1ng°)

]oIn_l?OS,
Joseph Taylor recorded in his diary

Shilde of

That's
what I usually ask my young listen-
ers when appearing at the local
libraries to relate atories and -
song ‘of local legends. Their eyes
positively pop as the story of

John Middleton is related to them,
and ‘they join in with guqto singing
the 80ng.

John Nldﬁleton was born at Hale
Vll]age on the bankq 6f the Mersay
in 1578. He died in 1623 and his
remains were kept at Hale Hall
prior %o burial. :

John was born to a poor fam11y ‘and
was of a simple nature, this being
the reason for calling him 'The
Childe's, Little is known about
John's youth; he was of quite
normal size but before he reached
the age of twenty he had grown to
thé outstanding height of 9'3", |

.Legénd has it that John was struck

with an ardent desire to be special.
One day he sketeched out on the sands
of Hale shore, the outline of a man
of huge dimensions, He lay down
within the outline and went to.
sleep, wishing that when he awoke

he would have grown to the size of
the outline..
his clothing burst asunder and the
(Remind you of

& man by the name of

an even more extraordinary verasion .
of the legend, 's...we wetre in-
formed that he dream't he should be

'~ the greatest man in Ehgland when he

wak't, he began to meditate on
what had so much disturbed his .
sleep, and to have an opinion that
he should grow to be a very big
man in size: whereupon his buttons
flew off and he was transformed
into a giant: whereas, if he had _
interpreted his dream aright, the =
people told us he would have beon
great in riches and honour, for he
was to be great in whatever. he . '
imagined’.

There is no reference to Johun in
the Hale Church marriage register,
which dates from 1572, and it is
thought that he never marrled,

"Later in 1ife Gilbert Ireland of

the Hutt, in lUalewnod, hired John

by Chris Roach
as a bodyguard. There is no doubt
that Gilbert and his friends used

John -for show rather than for any
form of protection.

Ou 20th August'1617, James I was
returning from Scotland and he
knighted Gilbert Ireland at Lathom.
King James heard about John from
Gilbert, and invited his new knight
with. hlq gigantic servant to the
court in London. This was’ a very
happy time for. John. 3ir @ilbert
did ‘him proud -and dressed him for
the occasion in :white ruffs about
neck and wrists;  a striped doublet
of crimson and white around hisg
walqt a: blue girdle embroidered
with goldy, large white plush breeches
powdered with blue flowers; green
stockingsy: broad shows of a light
colour havirg: red: high heels and
tied with large bows of red ribbon,
Just below knees were bandages of
the same ¢olour with large bows; a
sword was qquended by a broad bvelt
over his shoulder and embroidered
in blue and gold to match the girdle,
vith a gold fringe upon the edge.,
When you- realise that John was

‘reputed to belone foot “three inches

taller th&n the: ceiling in a normal

His wish was fulfilled,room, he’ muqt ‘have looked quite

overpowering.:

When ‘John' arrived in'London,'the
King arraunged.a wrestling match
with his own Champion wreqtler.
However John dislocated the 'Champa’
thumb shen throwing him. The King
was in an awkward position for he
did not want to offend his courtiers,
who had been taking bets on the
'Champ' winning, and so, aacordlng
to Matthew Gregson's Portfolio of
Fragments 1817, Middleton was sent
homes The Klng gave him 20, but’

on his Journey he was set upon and
robbed ;

Sir Gllbert Ireland matrlculated
at Brazenose College, Oxford, in

- 15784 the year of John's blrth.-
-“1dﬂleton visited the College on
‘his way home from Londan and this
18 where a portrait of him was-

painted. This portrait hung at

High Legh lal1l, Knutsford, before

ik . was taken to Speke . all Nr.,
Liverpool. The portrait 1q aLtrlbqted

to Marcus Gheeraets, 15G1- 1635, d:d!
Belgian painter at the Court, who
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made several pertraits of Queens
Elizabeth T, , '

He Teturned home to his cottage at
Hale. (Still to be seen.) Ile had
to. enter on hands and knees and
could only astand erect under the -
ridge where the ceiling had been
cdt away, (I understand that the
interior is still the same, but it
is a private homel}.In so doing

one day he tarrified %wo burglarq
who ‘had ¢limbed an outhouse roof
and were about to break in througq
a gable wzndowo.

In the late 18005John 8 bonesa---'
were dug Upe: - The skeleton measured
9'3", the thigh bone was aa long

as an ordirary man's leg, his hand
measured 17" from wrist to finger-
tip and’ the palm 8%" across. These
bones were %ept in a lead casket

at Hale Hall for a number of years,
but have since disappeared, indeed
Hale Hall is now but a crumbllng
0ld -ruin. v : '

A descendant of John, Charles.
Chadwick was living 1n 1804 and
was more than 6°' hlgh extremely

tall-for3that'era. There are:.
descendants now living ecalled
Blundell.

Although the story of John's instant
growth sounds unbeliesvable, there
is possibly an element of truth in
it. There is a disease called:
gigantism; 1t 1s brought on.bjy a .
fever in certain people, :and can
cause rapid growith within wee¥k%s.
People suffering from this _
genérally end up with a thickeniug
of their features, although John '
did not suflfer from this ~and was
quite normal faclally. ' '

Hale is & beautiful.old’ v111age,r
John's o0ld home being just one of
the many white thatched cottages.
The path which John is ‘likely to
have walked along,’ 1a atill there
and leads to a small beach with

a lighthouse. It is said that
there is a causeway which leads
from llale to Runcorn across the
Mersey, which was once used by
Prince Rupert as an escape route
during the fighting with Cromwell,
but that's another ﬂtoryn

Here is Chris's . oong @bout John Mlddleton the Childe of Hale.(If you would 11ke

the tune to this

: song,rlaase contact uhrls Roach directly at @

36yFyecroft Road,Great Sankey,Warrington,Chesiaire. )

I am the Childe of Hale,

from Lancashire I -come - ce
Upstanding I am nine foot three, =
And me name it is John Middleton.

A strange thing happened to me, -
Whilst Sleeping by the sea,

I dreamed I'd grown and dcubled me height,

~And when I awoke it wasz true. -
(Repeat 1st verse)

I ran up the path fror the sed,
© & black bull ztood facing me,

He threatened me with his hooves that I should E1 -ass 2208
' So I seized his horns and I flung him high. a—

Now I'm a man of some rencwn,
I've just returned from London town,
In Silk and Satins and Lace 8o fine,

I wrestled and now twenty pounds is mine. L e mecomes

Me master the Sqﬁife of Hale was there,

And says the fight was fair anil sjuare,
The King's man yelped when I hurt his thuab,
The King was displeased and he sent me hone.

I've been vainted in Oxford Town,
For I'm a man of high renown,
If you want to big and strong like me,

:?(Repeat 1st verss)

Go lie on the san's down beSLﬂP the Merzey,

Not a lot to rant about this time,
‘Festivals seem to have survived

better this year and clubs continue
with varied fortunes. The Arts
Council plans for the future continue
to ignore the very existence of
English Folk Music although the
British Council regularly exports it.
I'd be interested to know what success
member clubs have had in attracting
outside sponsorship or subsidy.

Meanwhile, back at the Federation,
please pay your bills for previocus
issues. We don't fancy having to try
painful things like one Australian

publishing firm who threatened their

delinquent accounts with killer
wombats ! What would be the English
folk equivalent of that, I wonder?

" Perhaps we would need to handcraft

our reveuges: threaten socialists
with Strawhead, purists with Roaring
Jelly, and Wirral contemporary clubs
with a floating Irish session.
(NALGO clubs will merely be offered
a free re-organisation with every
leftwing council ! )

NALGO Folk Club

at the NALGO Soclal Ciub,Bishop Read,

3t.Helens
PRESENT THE ONE & ONLY

(44 .
“"Federation Revue”

U 3011e¢t10g of Sonags,Sketches & Skitel
.
SURNDAY 16th DEC.
AT 8, 30pm
Angd feafurlng;.hs _
 STRAWHAT
The. W A T E R A TS
The SPTARROWS.
(All pfoéééds in aid of the North-West
‘Tederation of Folk Clubs)
_ PLLASE SUPPORT THIS EXCELLBNT EVENT
For more - detalls / directions
Contact

BB SRNTE FORKIN ST.HELENS'53058

ff¢;;E:31,E<i

SHOP

. CEjLSHARP}4jUSE
2 REGENTS PARK ROAD

LONDOMN NW1T. 7¢Q(

HOOKS

MUSIC _
[NSTRUMENTS .
", Open  Tuesday to Friday 2.30°3m 10/5.10 an
Saturdayy [0.90 am tp 3.30 2
&nd al other times during events at Clecul Sharp House:
Folk #ail Jept. open Monday to Fricay. 9.30am to 5,30pm
For {further information about baoks and *scords please write for catalogue, lﬂd

tend T3p for pdop.  Our Mailing Deparent can tend goods ali aver the warld :
Access and Barclaycard sccepted by prone.

A uninue ihop, which sells everything ~onnected with Folk Music. Song aad Dance:

© Polk Mail dept. ex-us ‘HGII_'-

JennY'sPeller-~'--J'

AGENTS . REPRESENTING $-

ARCHIE FISHER

CARBOLIC SMOKE BALL CoMPANY
ELecTtroPATHIC BATTERY BanD
Foxes LAIR '

OvsTer Banp -

PeepinGg ToM

Ran Tan Banp.

Tony HARRIS

Tony Rose

Department of Employment Licence No.

The Two }ays'

FOLK AGENCY gf_ff”_iv Tel-_feIEQrd (0952)
L : " 8B2316 (24 hr)
Jenny Hannon .
- and

nlso contact for:- ___ :€ . Q

'“PACKIE BYRNE

- TAFFY THoMAS.
. AwN Lister
" BoBBY EAGLESHAM
JANE ROTHF[ELD 8ALLAN fARR

: _34 Woodhouse Road,
Broseley,
._Shropqhire.

RAY FIsHER

Roy HARRIS : _
THE FaBuLOUS SALAMI BROTHERS '
Diz Distey . o
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DAY & CLUE . RESIDENTS ) DATES I¥. .DECEMBER ; S : ’ ) DATES ~IW- JANUARY . DAY & CLUB
SATURDAY 1st, . : 8th 15th 22nd . 29th _ 11 ' 12th 19th 26th . SATURDAY
Brawery See (4} below . 6/12/84 Andy Irvine 12/12/84 Cosmetheka : - = Fairport Gonventlor . . - o Brewery
Bui.-y : Various - Hollerin Pot . - ‘jMartin Carthy 7 | Jolly Jack B.Duckworth/P.Lawig-(ﬂ) Pa,rty nght Steve Mayne .. oot Ayan : Teh to ]Jerby(s) L fdny Rose | Bury
club Ceilidbs Sﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁé‘*’xﬁ ' O witey Rl (Pln) | e ‘ Ch?g':&;;ﬁeé‘cgéayuf’m ST ﬁoﬁ’%";“;kgﬁi e St ‘S%,,Qmma,;w@ﬁ Club Ceilidks
SUNDAY - 2nd g 9tk . 16%h 23rd S 30tk - Bth : . 13th C20th 27%h ) SUNDAY
Bothy See (£) below Singer's Night Roy Harris - . .| Bright Phoebus Christmas *Bun Fight! ‘ Ciosed © §{8inger's Night -  [Strawhesd Singerts Night I.WOods/c.Yarwood(p) Bothy
foigh ‘ Calico |Bornard Wrigley Singer's Wight | torton Tank . |christmas Party(g) Closed . . Closed . . lovest mEa - . Guest TBA "': Fiona Jimpson Teigh
The Nalgo,grMelens|See {B) bvelow Singerts Wight Martin Carbhy Fedevahon Leyug ¥ |Roaring Jelly ! Closed . o Singér'ﬂ.l\?i.ght - Maxi & uiteh . Singep's’ﬂighl‘::. ] Gentlemsn Soldier The Nalgo
Poirnton-: L LR | see (e) “helow: Dave Vanronk - 5 yiater Pestival Bob Buckle .. Christmas Party (ld) v Toose Chlppings N{!ke gj/,g’ﬂ‘ « .| R Cajon Blan Hull T | Forflanel Ch‘”"j’&s Poynton
Rave On Volunteers Mortin Simpson Singer's Night - ° Andy Irvidhe S Gh.riatmas Party - SingerTs Night . " Singertg }.f;‘..ght - . Singeris .Night_ Graham Co.ope.r Singer's Night - 1Rave On
Rainford Derek & Di Boak G.Wnile/N.Less Closed . Guest TBA._ o Closed _ _ ') H.Walters & D.R.H.{Cloged..’ . ... -, |Guest TBA L. Closed Closed Rainford
8%, Maries Big Bill Prince Bren/Dee/Bob/Aibert - | Bob Buckle Residents - Closed * T Ceesiaen ceefeveees iieeniadeay oo Cloged Por re-buil@inz i vila il iveiaiiens 8t. Maries
Vailey F.Club Under a Fiver Darrell Corner Bram Taylor Christmas P&I%y . Christmas Singer's N, . } Olozed 4,) . HGuest TEA - e Guesf‘;'TBA Cought on the Top Singer's ‘Fight Valley ¥, Ciudb
. MONDAY : . 3a . 10th ' 17th : : 24th 3ist o me 14tk 218t . | . 28th MONDAY
Horwich i Singer's Fight Singer's Night - ‘Singer's Wight " {singerts Night Singerts Night Slnger‘s nght Singerts Wight Pions Simpson S.inge-:’s Night Horwich
Poynton Peler Huglhes Singaround : Singaround Sin’garour‘ld S v Singaround . _ . Singaround . Slngaround S Singeround . Singaround S‘ingaround } : Poynton
Preston ’ Ran Tan Band Singaround Andy Ir?iné . Singaround o ; Singaround = 8 Brian Preston (r‘) Singaround Singsround . ..-..: |01d Bush.Band Preston
Triton © -7 |Priton: Polk’ Surprise Guoet Night ~ |Triton F. & Singers |Spinners G.P'al_-ty. |Closed T Ologed s ' 310535, SIRRE " [Res.+ Splinter Derek Gifford:: - |8irger's Night friton
{ TURSDAY | _... _1 4th 11th _ 18tk . ... . 25th . S Ist _;-s“'ﬂ Bth: S . 15th - " 2%na R 29th- TUESDAY
Blackpool 7 I - fSinger's Wight Singer's Night - Singer's Wight |  [dinger's Night, ' " |Singer's Fight . |Singents WizEt o [Singerts Hight Singer's Wight = |Sinser's Nizht Blackpoel
The White Bear S Club Nighbt . - .. :- - |Club FNight : 'thﬁ ﬂw*? (ﬁ). " |Cub Fight .. . . . Olub Wight . = |Clwb Wight'..0 b Wight . Club Wight cjuﬁ"ﬁighg - The White Bear
WEDNESDAY - Sth’ o : 12t T 19t Co26th T G- D vng T gth .. 16t SREE X3 S ST N 30tk WEDNESDAY
Belle Green L Calico o Tl See ouF &waf . " ) L . — ] ._ . : .. . _ ) e e S . Bolle Green
014 mhip - U lgingerts Night | {Closea Singerts Fight Closed S “ oromea: - Slnger's nght Closed s Singerts Bight | Closee. : 0id Ship
Rlnﬁ ot Bells . Les Jones Singer's Night TBA._:. L o §1ése§_ _ N _ * [euest a4 . Guest TBA _  |ouest TBA '_' Guest TBA' . . |Guest THA Ring {iBells
Tne Rallway i Singaround Singeround Singaround .~ 8ingaround ) Singeround - - Sl garound Singaround . Singaround’ - {Singaround - The Railway
Wnite Swan gee () balow iartin Carthy Christmas Pa.]?“h}[ (l) ‘ Swarbrick/Niéi:l (J) Singerts Night Chris Coe R Kelth Marsden _ Singerts Night Tom Hﬂcdﬁvz:{l'le ~ Isingerts ¥ignt White Swan
Whiiehaven o o ... fiocal Singer.s Aﬁdy Irvine Christmes Party - dlosed . Rosie Hardoen Local Singers Roy Hazper Tim % Lynﬁ:ﬁ'i'dc.ii’i"i_i H'u'ﬁt'e.s.rs Moon - . Yt tonaven.
THUHSDAY L 6t 13ta T 20tk - R LS N 17tn 2400 | 3lst TITRSDAY
Fleetwood {8se . {c) Dbalow Guest TBA Howard Bond Ino}égnito Cl.osa.d-_ o ’ —E‘::bra.whe.gid__ Guest AR 5'"3%, Mljm— Fiona Simpsem k{ﬂ‘.’f’ma:d/’ Efsee TMeetwood
Perahurst R. Crane/B Holden §Singer's Night Ax.nda‘f. Irvine SJt-TlgeI.“S Night 7 {8inger's Night SFH&Q{S’N‘G}"_‘_ 5'”39:’5 N@M’ 5.'"3% N{fjm" GUE&‘PTB.Q ' 5”" 19ErE '/Ulahf" Fornhurst
Mawdealey | . G:Lfford/P Ha.rtlen]’ohnny Collins (1) Y Closed {Clesed .. e Olosed - . Ushera Well:. . . = [Closmed. . ) Cleoged Closed - Glosed Mawdesley
Poynton . Gucat TBA Gueat TBA Guest TBA - Guest TBA. - : Guest TEA . . |Guest TBA . Guest TBA . .. Guéest TBA  © |Guast TBA - " IPoynton
Stump Singer!s NWight Tiona Slmpson E Singerts Night Christmas P&Ttﬁ'(”‘) Singerta Night The Reasorn . .. |Singerts Night Greenmantle . “{8ingerts Fight Stump
Wigan . Gill Burns Singerts Night Brian Jaoques/Lix '."f]‘a("j N@"r ;’ﬁ% Uf‘ij"' : Q‘Q"SBG.! Ufﬁ})f' S!)'geﬁ" M@M' Srhgérsl N’SM SABM' U@hf‘ . Wigan,
* FRIDAY 7tk 14th 2lst 28tk Dt S AR § 4 R | © o I8th - <o 25tn e _ - FRIDAY
Bee Varioua Singerts Nighs - Singetr's NWight Singerts Nigh. Singerts Night % Singer's Night {Singér's Night Singerts Night Singerts Fight . - : : . Bee
Forthwich Sae, (a) below Singer's Night (h) Andy Irvine ) Christmas Party Singaround 1 - ‘iTony Ryland ) Si-nger'is N:i_'ghf ’ I.Wooc‘xs/C.Yarwcod{P) Singer's NWight _ . Yorthwich
Neweastile TBA Singer's Night . Dab Hand(l) Singer's Night o "h ' CL T B . S o f'f s Hewoestle
Big 01200 Nightshift | Xmas Singavond Xnas Pty 4) | Crased | Kon Pesrson | Refleckions. | Towi Gomnell () Dss tblontowand | i op g
Roabuck iMartj_n C_arthy - _Singaround/Session Derek Gifford . Singaround/Jession . Guast TBA Singaround/Session Sean Cannon Slnga\:ound/sGSmon _' L Roehuck
KBY To SYMBOLS ABOVE: L . | . e Co . . ﬁi gi;ﬂjfsg;i:e;:ri;the Dusty Hoad Eambler.s. : o %;g fzﬁ:ti:,:tgzgt;:tii‘t)ge;a:;lfi?gis & Beam Ta.ylor
* See Club Hews , page 4 _ : AT . L {m) Haywain & Distressed Gentlefollk . -
£ Tiokets available from club : : i : : : : i (n) Grand Christwas Party inoluding Buffet,bar ‘extension and 'Likes. of Ust:

éag Hesidents are: Sean & Sandy Doyle,lain Bowley,Tony Howard,iod MeDermot,Paul Taylor Ian Woods & Charley Yarwood

Resicents includes Caught on the Hop,Bric-a~brac,.juartz
{c} TResidents Mmlude Scold's Bridle,Dev & Xevin nhoelan(of Thistle},Feter Smithand otners (rotatlng rgs;denoy)
{d) Resilents are Dave & Helen loward,iclen Robinson,Paul,Geoll ngﬂ‘lnb‘?’ttofl John O'Hagan,Steve Jackson,Mike Billington
(_"é_) fesidents for vece. mbcr are:itick IIdI‘I‘Gp(Z) The Three Bears{16) Ahalon(23),
Geoff Higainbottom & CGentleman bo}.dler (3%

Hesidents for January are: Wightshift(6),Flan 'B'(13},Abalon(20),Rick darrup(e7)
(f) Hesidents are: Ken Duniep,Cathie Stuart, bllve Pownceby,Pete Rimmer,Paul Reid
(g) Bob Duclworth -& Pete Lewis (half of the Riot Band—Christmas Party)
) Singers' Night lead by Paul Taylor
{1) Chrstmas Partywith Mike Blliott -
i) Dave Swarbrick & Simon Nicol

)
J 3lst Deguber New Year's Eve Folk Musziec, D:Lsco & Party
) Brian Freaton Party Night
) Trip to ses Dancing England at Derby =
) Stan Gee Memorial Concert in aid of Faul Gra.lne;y Tape restoration. i‘und
) Brewsr:f Dates— December: 6th, Andy Irvine & .am Bracken
. 12th,Polk Xmas Party with Cosmetheka 'I‘af‘fy Thomas % R(Jger Lang
J'a.nuary 4 Sth Fairport Conventlon plus Dick Ga.ugha.n
(v} Christmas Party & Mini Celidh o

(w) . Christmas Party with Bullock Smithy plus Abalon




My model for a successful festival has

tended to. be Fylde. The first two
Liverpool Festivals worked well in
general but lacked something; the Third
one has found it - atmosphere. Leaving
the marbled and mirrored splendours of the
" Adelphi for the more mundane surroundings
of the Poly Students Union has had two
beneficial side effects. First, there was
a choice of good beer at incredibly low
prices. Second, there wasn 't much room in
the bar area so sessions and conversation
flourished cheek by jowl and an instant -
party spxrlt was created.

411 good festivals have some special touch
of their own:
local talent featured alongside the
national'guests. T was annoyed to miss
Friday's session but a filthy cold and
filthy weather combined kept me at home.
Saturday dawned (or was it drowned ?) and
when I finally arrived in spite of flooded
roads, it was to discover I'd just missed
the workshop on sacred songs with Ellie
Fllis & Sara Grey and Bright Phoebus. The
_evening concert made up for this: Chris

Ormston & Cathy O'Dea in excellent form, Dr
Sunshine in adult mode hilariously over the

top as usual and the local band of the
moment, Cairde Ceol. . The individual
components of Cairde Ceol are all well
known and respected locally: as a band
they work together with freshness as if
they'd just met but with a mutmal -
understanding -as if of years together.

Next came Paul Metsers, back in _
01rcu1at10n after his accident and as full
of songs as ever. In spite of a cold, he
produced a very good set complete with
some of his excellent chorus songse. Last
were Armadilloes but’ I crawled back into
my shell and headed for home: Blue Grass
music is not my cup of tea I'm afraid.

Sunday afternoon produced an even better
concert. First, Stormalong John took to
the stage 13 strong (who said sailors were
superstitious ?) and nearly blew the
" aundience out of the back of the hall until
theycaught their breath and sang back as
lustily. Next, John Hobson and Howard
Lees: this magic pair of guitarists, play
a wide variety of music and styles, yet
‘seem to be at home in each. Django
Reinhardt, Muddy Waters, O'Carolan all
flowed out in a stream of virtuoso
playing. They work so well together
that they seem to have been at it for
twenty years, but in that “case they

Liverpool's is the wealth of

weremplaylng before they were out of nappies &

.:Next, one of the doyens of folk, Peter

Bellamy, Peter's style is something of
an acquired taste but it is worth the - -
effort in acquiring it. If you see him
in the near future, ask him to sing you
a song called ‘A conversation with your
Mother!. which is new to his répertoire:
and very funny. Don't forget his e
Kipling settings or songs from Transports.

I'd been looking forward to listening to
the While Band. It's combination of the
talents of Chris and Joe themselves,
Hobson and Lees, and an ex 1lOcc drusmer,
Paul Burgess, could have added up to
something different. Alas, it reduced
their collective abilities to an
approximations of what 1 get when my _
neighbours play radio l. I took four - -
tracks before I gave up: Hobson & Lees
buried by the drums and an ego trip on
electric piano for Joe: Chris's
excellent voice wasted over that backing
(or more often uider). O.K. so I'm the®
wrong person to review any electric' band,
believing as I do that if it's got drums
in it, it's a dance band not for a concert.
I couldn't help contrasting this with the
earlier Hobson & Lees set with them at the
end of each tune you held your breath;
delayed the start of your applause to
prolong the effect. With the band, 1t
was a feellng of relief,

Overall comments: a big plus for the
sound engineer Tony Pugh = he has a real.
feel for acoustic instruments. The
concert room is normally a sports hall
and was almost totally devoid of absorbing
material but he worked wonders with it.

A couple of minuses for the organisers: .
(i) it was impossible to pop quickly from
the concert room to the folk club room, -
even though they were next door. (ii) no
contrql of the concert room door. The
latter complaint is really about some
members of the audience: no manners or
complete ignorance of folk club customs..

I came back from the bar to find Calrde L
Ceol launched into an unaccompanied .
ballad: I naturally waited outside the.
door (where you conld hear it quite well)
until applause started. During this time
at least 15 people canie ‘in or went out,
many giving me strange looks as I stood
there. A steward or a notice could have
prevented this. However, no steward
could have stopped the entire row who
talked loudly through one of Paul
Metsers' songs and then left after he'd

éaﬂaﬁm f?/é?

introduced the next, just as he started
to sing. Perhaps they had taken their
cue from Rick Townend (of The Armadillos).
who in a pre-festival interview had
-stated that he didn®t mind if people
talked. That's all right for him as an
instrumentalist, buried in a 6 piece
group, but for a solo singer, it can

be most off-putting.

The only other problem the organisers
are already aware of: were there enough
paying bodies through the door? T
sincerely hope so, for overall it felt

like a °
success g@’? | é/@ 175
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This was the first vear I'd been to
Friday & Saturday of Fylde & 1t certainly
- won't be the last.One of the nice things
is that you tend to meet people you have
n't seen for afes.(The disadvantage is

to

that you tend spend more time in the
bar than at the events!) :

- As I don't especially like big concerts
- I aveided the opening concert & went
gtraight to the Festival Folk Club where
both Ian Woods & Roy Harris gave excell-
ent performances in their own inimitable
styles.Later on I caught Ur.Sunshine in
adult mode,performing such diversions as
a-formation sword dance for onel

The following morning again dawned wet,&
I was'dissapointed in the selection of
general interest workshops,especially in
commparison with Sunday.TI settled for
wandering between several events{no mean
task with the distances involved).The -
‘best event,certainly in terms of its.
contribution to the folk scene,was The -

- Young Ones,a singing & music competition
for the under 16's,I didn't 'see all the
~entrants,but the ones I did see were of
& very high standard and wouldn't be out
of place in a singaround at any of the
clubs in the area.Because it was a comp-
cetition,winners had to be chosen & I
~didn't envy Sam Stephens & Anne Lennox
Hartin their task.. 3 -

The afternoon found me on the wander — _
I caught Brian Osborne & Dave Walters

at the seasgiders' concert,looked arownd
the expanded cratt falr and spent the -
rest of the time at the main conscert.
Martin Carthy was at his brilliant best
with an excellent mixture of tunes,songs
& ballads.His unaccompanied ballad .
sumpnary of the plot of Hamlet was very
amusing,if performed a little %oo fast
for most of the audience.The low point -
was John Kirkpatrick & Sue Harris who
never. approached their own usually high
standards.I enjoyed The Albion Band,
although Cathy Lesurf's voice was balan-—
ced far too low for the louder songs,
being completely drwoned by the elect-—
ronic sound.It is a pity,too,that with
the wealth of British Traditional music
available: to them, they make no use of it,
I begen the evening at ome of Ian Woods®
excellent: singarounds,before catching
Sam & Anne at their music hall best in

~the Jack Basy Hall,I Tinally settled down

at the Festiwal Folk Club where amongst
a bill of national artists,I saw Bryony
for the first time.Hailing from' York;
and consisting of three woumen,they perf-
ormed a wide range off material,both -
accompanied & unaccompanied.to original |

- and well-chosen arrangements.:

The following morningthere was "A morning
with Cecil Sharp & Ashley Hutchings" :
which Ian Wells was/ kvocked out with.In
Tan's own words "This is best described as
a dramatic meditation on the life & coll-
ecting of Cecil Sharp.Meditation,because.

1t was slew & quietjdramatic,beacause
. Ashley partly impersonated Sharp ,partly:
' commented on him.It was interspersed with
- rare field recordings. E

Taken all round the a superb festival

~with the high pointe more than outweighing

the low ones.I hope that next year I
shall see all of you therel

Nigel Pirth

_liﬁli?!l'” r1c3§£,

Please send me a copy of the Newsletter each time it is published 3 I enclose
-a cheque for £2.50 made payabls to N.W.F.P.C. ' :
I understand this covers 5 issues over ' a one-year period.

I\]’ame ..-.....ﬂ'........".-....'...Q-
;.-ﬁddress_._ --oooa-o.-'o'.--.o-ancooeooooo-o.-b '
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Send your form & remittance teo -

Newsletter Subseriptions,

6,Burlington Road,

- SOUPHFORT,

Merseyside , PR8 4RX

» instrumentalists,

The third Ormskirk Day of Folk was an
artistic success but failed to pull in. -
enough paying customers, The Ormskirk/
Skem area continues to maintain it's .
reputations as the folk black hole of =~
Lancashire, SRS

The' non~instrumental workshops were very
interesting, with Ian Sproson on Canal
Folk and Kay Thomson, from Edinburgh,
presenting her audiovisual potted history
of the Jacobite rebellions. Incidentally
Kay is a graduate historian who is

-retraining in electronies, which says

something about the employment 8ituation,
but which was a great help later when
what passes for a sound system in the
Civic Hall was living down to it's
reputation. Kay has an excellent, -
powerful voice and you should grab any
opportunity to hear her, ‘ :
The instrumental workshops for Uillean
Pipes (John Murphy), flute (Terry Coyne),
banjo (Sara -Grey) and last but not least
guitar (John Renbourn) were all greatly
appreciated by the appropriate oy
The two song work-
shops, North American Ballads with Hllie

The most hopeful event of the day which

took place during the Invitation Concert,
and had Derek Gifford as host., This was
the first public performances by members
of the Skelmersdale Children's Folk Club.

- Jenny Bashford, who has put a lot of

effort into the club, should be proud of
thems - : ’

The evening concert opened with Cairde
Ceol;'who:played a stimulating mixture of
songs and tunes, including some slower
tempo tunes which enabled the audience to
appreciate the quality of their tone and
musicianship. Roy Bailey followed, with
an avowedly political set that pleased
most of the audience. Roy never allows
controversy to override the quality of
his singing, but every song, whatever it's
other attractions, fits into the concept,
Ellie Ellis and Sara Grey suffered most
from the public non~address system but
5till gave a good account of themselves.

Finally, the act who alone had pulled
many people to ﬁhe concert, John Renbourn.

Need one say more?

Will there be a fourth Ormskirk day of

E}lis & Sarg Grey, and Industrial BRallads Folk? 411 I can say is don't hold your

with Roy Bailey, also drew enthusiastic - breath. : -

audiences, ' 1AN WELLS.
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THE FOLK HAGRZINE LA

E. R S 7 B England’s top folk quarterly, (southern

born, now national in coverage) getting
to grips with the best in new and old

D " { roots music from Britain & abroad. At
ER - . 0 - least 60 A4 pages full:of interviews; -
i R features, letters, news, the most comp-

ITS. rehensive aibum review coverage and
: most effective folk advertising.” Over
12,000 reader$ ‘world-wide; supported
by the Arts. Council of Great Britain.

One year UK. subscription £3.00 {£3.60
surface overseas). Samplecopy 75p (90p
overseas) inc. p&p. Enquire for latest air
rates. £ Sterling cheques/i.M.O5 to:-
Southern Rag, 2 Eastdale, East:Strest, -




"1,000 Engliéh.Country Dance Tunea”
Edited and published by Michael
Raven. ? P page%@_17.b50

At last! The Englishman's: answer
to. O° Neill. The next time an;
Irishman brandishes Sillivan at you,
or.a Scotsman threatens you with
Kerr's "HMerrie Melodies", take a
copy of Raven from oui your
melodeon case, This superb volume
~dévotes one chapter to "tunes
before 1730", another to jigs and
“waltzes, another to reels and
hornpipes, etc.. The entire
Lichfield morris tradition is
covered {tunes, history AND
notation! ). There are some unusual
photographs and engravings too.

An esdéntial purchase for country
"dance bands, and morris sides who
wish to dance Lichfield.
Surprisingly not available from
BFDSS. I bought my copy in Foyleq,

Ralph Stepheno

“ﬁéffig Dancing on the Ldncashire Plain
Vole2-The Horwich Inguiry",Pruw Boswell
Claughton Press "84, 42pages, £2’9Ok':

This iz the follow~up to “The Preston
Tradition". By interviewing the ageing’
survivors of the inter-war Lancashire’
dance sides,Pruw has reconstrusted the
notation for 4 entire clog morris
danCos,and filled in the history since
1d90 There are several rare photos,making
a fascinating social history.

“#§ith a Crash & a Din - 4 celebratlon
of Pifty years of the Morris Blng 1934—
1984" , Doc Rowe .

Horris Ring , I2pages £l 50

ﬁhls is the best published collectlon
of Horpris Photographs I have ever seen.
It should be rquired reading for cnyone
interested in Morris.Unfortunately the
text is rather shoddy and ohould have
been proof—read

Ralph Stephen .
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Information & Bookings

‘Derby (0332) 32336

In record shops or from
R CAJUN 149 Lowedges
Crescent, Sheffle#d
Yor‘kshlre, L

£5.00 inc, P & F’ L
Also T.Shirts £3,50 &
E. P*s £2.00

Enjoy Ieadmg Natlonai and Internétlcnal
FQLKENTERTAMERSonSUNDAYS
open 7 p.m. for 8 p.m. (around £1).

_ o -:'AI'so .
s;ng-A-ngs with Pete and Friends
‘Mondays at 8,30 p.m. ( Frae)
Local § Naf'romi ‘Guesl F’r"fo'S
Thursdaqs at 8.30 pm. _
plus Regular Saturday Hae Downs
{Voted the top Folk Club in tha Land MM Poll) -

Ruddles and dedy‘s;_-:
and a dozen other ales -

ALLA?PARKLANEPGYNTON
ﬁmﬁ%&nﬁhmkxfekfgf%ynhﬂﬂ

Tal: 8755550r372328

- A PORTRAIT IN SONG ..
WITH HISTORICAL TEXT = .
" AND CONTEMPORARY READINGS
OF THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF THE PEOPLE OF =
' THE COUNTY OF BEDFORDSHIRE. .

*GRAEME MEEK (guitar) BARRY GOODMAN(meIodepn)
GREG LINDSAY {flute).

LUTON(day416842) 411517/424840/573539

Qvailible Zga%& Ol Fostivels

| »71a. %ncz‘mm Pocording-Sessions
| Oontacts-

Whil Brouwn,

107 Turf Lane,
ChaddectonOldham. Qﬁ? 8#}0
Tel: 061, 688 7567
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FLOWERS & FROLICS "Sold out" EFDSS BR6

Oats; Beans and Peas; When Daylight
Shines; Bobby Shaftoe; Mickey Chewing;
Bonny Lags; Merry Month Of May; La - .
Scottisch; Orlando's Return; Man In The
Moon; Valse Clogue; Navvy On The Line;.
Foul Weather Call; Speed The Plough;-
Jack's Alive; Fiery Clockface; Merry
Girl; Pepper in the Brandy; Whiskey. '
Hornpipe; Man From Newry; Ben-Hur March
Jimmy- Garson's March,

As@emhdcdl%twnofdmmeumws
in the 014 Swan/New Vlctory Band mould.
It has so much "poke" it almost leaps”
off the deck! A special mention for
Trevor Bennett and Nick Havell whose. .
brass section takes these tunes into
New Orlepans Dixie Jazzband realms. , ' :
sNotalion for the IT dances is provided -
in an insert.: 4 of these are Eddie
Upton's own'aeV151ng.- This is a limited.
edition of 1,200 available only Erom
Cecil Sharp House. v

RALPH STEPHEN

JOHN HOBSON ‘& HOWARD TEES: LIVE!
(Private Issue Cassette)

John Hobson and Howard Lees' are two
guitarists from Macclesfield, Cheshire,
although to be honest it‘sometimes sounds:
as though there are about flve or SlX of -
them on thls cassettel i

:ThlS is the debut recordlng from these
two‘amazingly talented musicians. while
attempting to give a fair'impression of.
their 'live' scund on this tape;. they

did not record . 1t in front of & live.
audience. On the other hand they have
deliberately refrained from the use 6f -
‘overdubs or sound effects and the reverb .
‘effect is a natural property of the room . .
they recorded in.  The overall effect of
the way they have approached this record=" .
‘ing captures well the deceptively casual
-atmosphere they create at a llve_perform~-
ance.

‘John and Howard are basically instrument-. .

‘alists. TLive, they do include some songs
(bluesy/ragtime/contemporary) and they @ .
might well have included one or two. on
:this instrumental tape to be more rep=:
resentative of their live act, oOne: o
reason they did not may well have been
‘because they wished to present only .

. hold their own so well.

) unitz between these two.

.selfucomposed material and they haven't
~written any songs yet as far as I know.

The gquality of composition is excellent

~ Each tune has a good strong theme cour51ng
“through it, expressive dynamics. and

thorough arrangement, This is not to'

- say that all of them appeal to me, but:

that is only to be expected. I must admlt
to preferring songs and tunes with heart-’
and emotion in them and one or two of “j_
these, although clever in execution, fall
short for me. T have however seen these
fellows live a few times and they are an -
exciting experience, believe me; there«.g

“'is much that comes across .in a live glg

which cannot be captured on tape and a .
few of the less powerful items don't’

; L1, 1 thoughtiy .
'Pable’ the last track before the . lengthy

E - 51lence that ends 81de one, was an example

of this. - Not so withi'Voor Mijn' Liefje"

'-(Dutch for "For My Darllng yi and 'Ralny
-,}Sunday
,ﬁstrength and brain-haunting quallty of
film themes. :

;_for example which have the

f5I must mention that in’ splte of belng
..non—p:of355lonal musicians, these two

“are far”from being amateurish. - I'm :
‘‘certain they could maké an excellent *
'iliving on the concert stages of Europe _
and Britain if they could break through

that biggest of barriers to success -
that of being unknowns. I'l1 bet many
jazz amd acoustic guitarist has:eaten

. his heart out after hearing Hobson and

Lees, Hobson, who takes most of the

- lead work (and is by the way a classically
- trained pianist) has superk control and .V

unbelievable accuracy and agility on the.’
fingerboard, while Lees provides the rock
steady, earthy anchor of rhythm so totally
complementary to his partner, - He ecan

hack a lead break or two too when the
occasion calls for it. But the most
amazing thing of all is the empathy - no,
Pergonality-
wise such different characters, yet, as

. a duo a powerful fusicn that leaves you e

breathlese

JUDY SMALL
UK dlstrlbutors WRPM

"o Watural uelectlon"

S5idels To be a woman/I don,t know you any

more/ﬁothers,dauwnters ywives /B egtival of
nght/Backyarn abortlon walty
Side2:Girls in our town/Por the women:
who write/Tamily maiden aunt/Mary ..
Parker's Lament/Lest We

Every now % then you come across SONe—
thing goodjyou want to stand up & tell
people. iRPM have dons us a great favour
by importing this record from Australia
Judy Swall is a singer who deserves a
hearing,a writer with something to. say.

The first two tracks struck me as comp-
etent but not compelling.Track three

did it:both Sue & I stopped what we were
doing & listened:

"The first time it was fathers
- The last time it was sons

And in between,your husbands -

Marched away with drums & guns

And you never thought to juestion,
'Cause all they'd taught you who to be
was mothers,daughters,wives

A powerful Lyric,eung straight, with an
appropriate accompaniment & built on the
Augtralia sejuence of uelllpoll/ﬂ.ﬂlrlca
Vietnam,but without specific references
& henece totally & universally moving.

This is followed by a splendidly sarc—
astic attack on the intolerant end of
the Festival of Light,while another
change of mood brings "Backyard Abortion
Waltz",zoclally strong words deliber-
ately set to a dreamy walts tune.

Side 2 opens with Bob Hudson's "Girls
in our Town",easing home the message,
rather than, hdmmerlng it in.Another
switch of mood gives the lighter hearted
track ebout having lots of nieces &
nephews but no children of your own,&
gets it spot oh "and wnte to give tbem
back at night"!

"Mary Parker's Lament" is perhaps the
most ambitious song heresz long ballad
of" the life of an early stttler.irom the
young,pregnant girl zentensed to seven
years' transportetion through marriage
to a ticket-of-leave man to the final
gettled yeare in Vew South Wales,it
uchmaﬁS in being both moving and matter
T Tact.

ECORDREVIEW SRE

"Lest we" rlghtly closés the album'thls
caustic.comment on the Auztiralign annual
April Rememberance parade iz the obverse
of Bogle's famous song,is as truthful,
and should be as widely gung,The snare
drum accompaniment is very &ppraprlate,

This is-a record to buy and to play oiten,
Took out for Judy Small-in her way she.
should be as strong an influence as her
feninist compatriote Germaine Greer &
Dale Spender.The last word must be hers:

"Lest they recall ths cowntless children

burned. alive in napalm's fire,

Lest, thoy recall the dead 01V111ens

lying tanéled in the wire

and the faces of the women raped

and shattered. to the core _

It's: not only men in unllorm _

who pay the price of war -

t
Lest they torgut | Tan Welle

GILL BUR®S "& 31vht more ourious
' '..than it jounds"™ GEB 8753

Gill Burna'new"reéord/tape has a cover
made up of rassport booth shots of her,
with attached dates,and the diéliberately
self~deprecatory. tltle It includes many
of the favourite. sSongs from her act of
Teoent years & enough. of ‘her playing to
whet your.lppetlte for more.I” TIi _ever
seen Gill live,I'd be 't lookin , -
one of her booklnge to “d out if s
is always as 'sood as this. incé I know
she isyall there is delt: to ‘o is 1o

t

replay 1t & engoy 1t.

The sonwﬂ'thdt utay w1th me from thls
aelootlon are-the American Indian ones,
"Adam Rude' is breathiaking with very
effective use o7 drums.I find "Joueph
Cross" is-one of those: songs that pops:

up in the emnory long after hedrlng ite

The nu1tar only pieces have that decem
ptive effortless feel that concéals the
skill & hard-work that have gone into
them, "ddllasey Hornpipe" was partic-~
ularly snjoyable,Finally "My friend's
Farm" is the sort of gong that would
send you off whistling at the end of an
evenlng,but here Gill starts with it &
builds from. there.

The- strengﬁh of her PGPIOTMIH ‘person--
ality comes out of the speakers as
well as the quality of her playing.

Tan Wells .
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Tt ie to-the credit of Folk Club
organisers and audiences that this duo,
which must by any definition be on the
fringe of the folk spectrum, are ifvited ©
and then re-invited into the folk clubs.
The scene needs infusions such as this if"
only to show how wrong it is to pigeonhﬂg
types of music and because quality like
this needs to be heard and seen. I have
without reservation.recommended Hobson. .
and Lees to organisers whom I know to be.
interested in new acts of real ability.

This cassette is thoroughly enjoyable
listening, whether you are sitting by the
fire with the lights down or travelling

the high road. Try these favourites of
mine for size: the exciting ’Magdalena'
(not Salerosa!), or the juicy and humourous
'yizard Stomp' and then calm down with

'7f all Else Fails™. Great stuff, fellows
- more please' - '

PAUL MEYSERS -

R. CATUN "Béydu_?hythmé' Moonraker MOO4
Jambalaya;Cajun Two Step;Back Door;TrQuble
in Mind;Madame Edwayd;Deportees

Leitonade Dance;Mari Gras;Bayou Pom Pom
Special; The Criminal Waltz;It's Hard to
Believe;I Made a Big Mistake. N

Perhaps in no better way could that over=-
worked cliche "once you have heard one
you have heard them all" be applied
' than to Cajun music ~ the traditional
misic of the Louisiana bayous. The lively
tunes on this first LP of R. Cajun band
could possibly provide wall to wall

noise for a party but, with the exception-
of Guthrie's 'Deportees’', there is so little
real interest or variety in it that it
will I am sure become quickly jaded teo all
pbut the most dedicated Cajun enthusiasts...

apart from the monotony of the music the a
lyrics do not exactly hit you between the
eyes either;. apart from requiring a B.A, -
in colloguial French to understand them :
even the translated verses are sO banal as
to be’ beyond any reagonably intelligent
mortals. consideration. : SR

The press release accompanying this record
states that R. Cajun's interpretation is
authentic - this indeed may well be the -
case but it sounds more fun to play than:
to listen to. Give it a couple of.years..
at most and Cajun music will be but a tired
and. fading memory on the British folk
scenéu. . Or is there something in it I'm

: mis’é'ing.Ed

DEREK GIFFORD

*

STRAWHEAD "Gentlemen of Fortune" -
Tradition TSR 045

©ldorado; The Mariner's Song;A Toye;. .-
Colonising Virginia;Spagnoletta;The'
Spanish Armada;Adieu To 0ld England}
Crenville & The Revenge;a Dreame; i
The Madre De Dios;Almande For James I;
Fortune My Foe;Raleigh's Last Goodnight;
Where Colden Grass Doth Grow;Spanish:. -
Ladies. P 3 =

One of the joys of a Stawhead live
performance is Gregg Rutler's mock-"
heroic patter. At last the "Boys Own -
Paper" gung-ho intros and surreal
non-sequeturs are captured on a record
sleeve.  After the glories of the
previous Strawhead records, this one is
a disappointment. The sound mix is
muddy and the tunes unmemorable.

The record presents the story of
Elizabethan colonial adventures =@ .0
1492-1618, using traditional and composed
material .. The Northern Brass Consort

ig given 5 short instrumental tracks.:
For converts only, I fear. oot

RALPH STEPHEN
SKTN THE PEELER "Right Track" STP 1.

Biddy'Eérly;Giant's'baan;Sarah-and the

Dancer; Dunmoor;Bells;Shee Chora Beechwood;

Julia;Pinvarra. .

A stark, subtle contrasting web of a

record that shot me straight in the heart.

Easily the most melodic and flowing if
not. the most definitive or crucial ... .
that's crossed my deck in 1984, TIt'll
certainly be in my top five of the year
and thoroughly deserves to be. o

Moments like this when a record of such
quality and distinction arrives in the
post, make all the poor albums you've.
played inbetween just a bad aftertaste.
The Peeler fuse, jazz, rock  and classical
influences into a tuneful whole with just
a touch of/the ethnic. L )

What results is a glorious mix of acoustic

and electric elements in an infectious
blend. This is a record of images and
emotions. The almost pastoral mood of
"Beechwood" contrasts strongly with the
Irish drive of frail mandolin and flute
in "Durmoor". A whole bank of keyboards
are used to add delicate layers to
wagarah and the Dancer"™ and "Finvarra'.
tn fact the latter and the bleak “"Biddy
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. Early" could be seen as mini symphoniés~
with short movements in each. '

Skin reckon this was a clearing house for
two years music they had in backlog,
and. a demo they included shows how
they're making even more amazing music
now., Enquiries to; Peelerpheela,

19 Marston R4, Bristol. 0272-715983.

. Everyone with a modicom of good sense
should own this, énd_if you've spent
your monthly record allowance, then buy
it for yourself as a Christmas treéat!

SIMON JONES

JIM ELDON "I Wish There Was No Prisons"
Stick SDOO2

Mutton Pie;The Merchant in Cheshire; ..
Burton Stather Broom Dance;The Jew's-
Garden; The Deserter;Brian O'Linn; Six
Pretty Maidens;01d Jece:Park Hotel:Follow
On. . . :
A Huntlng We Wlll Co; The Adelphl Polka,r
The Three Lovers;Tom Dickinson's Tunes; .
The Lady of York;Derry Gaol;Little Boy,_r
I Wish There was no Prisons. '

Jim Eldon is a collector of songs as well
as a performer of them. His style is
distinctly unpolished and a true repres-
entation of the old style English trad-
itional singers of the Yorkshire and
Lincolnshire areas from whom some of

the material for this recording was
obtained. '

To people who are newcomers to the name

of Jim Eldon his rough and ready style mlght

put them off a little at first but even
from the impersonal coldness of a black
disc his natural warmth emanates through
his performance and-it is hard to ignore
or dismiss it.

There is a wealth of songs here, some sung
as collected such as 'Three Lovers' and
the well known 'Jew's Garden' and others

arranged (i.e. hybridised!) by Jim probably

the best example of the latter being
'Derry Gaol'. I was disappointed for
both him and the organiser that more
-people did not go along to: see him. ILf.
‘you were one of the absentees and. a '
traditional song enthusiast I can do no.
better than advise you to buy this record
and next time he's in the area I'm sure

. .you won't want to miss him again.

6

DEREK GIFFORD

THE POGUES "Red Roses For Me" SEEZ 55

Transmetropolitan; The Battle of Brisbane;
The Auld Triangle;Waxie's Dargle;Boys
From the Country Hell;Sea Shanty,Dark
Streets of London;.

Streams of Whiskey; Poor Paddy,DLngle
Regatta;Greenland Whale Figheries;

Down <In The Ground;Kitty

Five traditional songs, one by Dominic -
Behan, and 7 by Shane MacGowen (in very:
Clancy brothers form). This non-electric
band play plano accordion, whistle,
kanjo, guitar and drums. Shane's
compositions break into pub-session jigs
and reels durlng the 1nstrumental breaks.
So what?

Nothing, eﬁcept:that'the’bdcals gound
iike Johnny Rotten, the accordion is
played in barrelhouse blues fashlon,_
the drummer has all the energy of the
‘'one from the Muppets, and every song .
has expletives in it. Jim Lloyd Wlll
not be playing it. Roll over

Cecil sharp.  Tremendous. |

RALPH STEPHEN
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Ohairman Ian Wells 62 Sydney Ave. Hepketh Bank, 07T 473 3267
Treasurer Jenny _Smith 23,Rivorside,Off Broadgate,Preston T2 BoL4EL
Wewaletter Bditor Higel Firth 3 Cromford Drive,Pemberton.Wigan. 0942 215621
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Poynton 8.0C pms i-oynton Folk Centre, rark Lane; roynton. wric Brock 0625 B72626
Bainford &.15 pm. Golden Lion Hotel, Rainford. ) dob Leeming o7l 88 b
Rave On 8.30 pn Grosvenor Howlag Club, The Groves. Chester. Kick riitchell G2 31 5094
Widnes (S Maries) §.30 m §5t. Marie's An.fugby League Glub, Breatfields. jidues. §ratrick Hindley o5t 423 3775
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oruich. 8.15 . The Crown Hotel, Horwich. 3ue Grills 020l 691430
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royntcn E.uG roynton Folk Uentre, rarx Lane, Poyaton. Eric Brock 0625 872626
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ROSIE HARDMAN : PETE RODGER : ABALOK : ADLINGTON MCHRISHEN : JOE BEARD
JILL & BERNARD BLACKWELL : BRENDA & FRANK BALDWIH : LYND& BOYLE 3

CROWI BANK JEHNY : BOB CROSS : FLASH COMPAWY ¢ HOCB3ON & LEES s NIGHTSHLIRFT

GEOFF HIGGIHBOTTOM s FHIL HARE % KIM FARRELL = CAUGHT ON THE HOP @

TI#¥ NORI'CLK : RICK HARROP ¢ CHRIS & JOis WHILE ¢ MARTIH SUMPTON : PETE GOCDE

SWAGGERING BONEY : ARTHUR WAKEFIELD : STEVE REICKHOFP :

Saturday eventis lpm-midnighti;Sunday lOam-11l. 30pm

Dedailed time-~table will be sent with tickets,but will include singarounds,
main concerts,workshops,craft fair,dancing,special church procession.

- Special Children's events and the usual baby-sitting arrangements.
Season tickets £5 (Children £1.50) 3 Day £3 (Children £1,30)

For details/tickets write to: PFetival Organiser,Folk Centre,Park Lane,Poynton,

Stockport Cheshire,SK12 1RB or tel 0625 875555,
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