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WELL,here we are at last with the June
to August issue of the Newsletter.Late
again,I'm afraid,due largely to my
being away for several days due to
work, just at the crucial time.If you
think you can help,please get in touch,
and I especially refer you to my
comments in Club News regaeding Assis-
tant Editor & Advertising Manager.

THIS ISSUE,Simon Jones has been out %
about with his tape recorder,this time
talking to Heather Whittaker about her
carreer and her recent ILP release.
Other features include a reply to last
issue's Personal View,and an article by
Arthur Marshall (whid is I'm sure no
stranger to most of our readers by now)
on the l'olk Scene in the Wirral.In
addition there is of course all our
regular features,except that there is
no Song Exhange or dialect article,
neither having arrived in time for the
publication date.

IF YOU disagree with articles or létters

in this magazine,please remember thab
anyone can write in and all such will
be considered for publication.We are
limited for space however,so please try
and make your point as briefly as you
reasonably can.

|

CLOSING DATE FOR OUR NEXT ISSUE
(SEPT.-NOV,) IS JULY 25th

Contents |
L

OUT & ABOUT cewsssoss 3 PERSONAL VIEW

SEVERAL people have asked me why there
aren't more illustrations in the
Newsletter,and the answer is simply

a printing problem.We canIT print
photos as they are,they need to be
turned into a lithogravh print (ie

all black & white,done in dots with 30

4 i ALk ;
. ) 1 ¢ 4 \ -
no geey at all).Can anyone do this for QY .\c:_’ g -_-_f_:;_;_sg‘f_T_Ql;l__'_:r_.

us?Alternatively,is anyone prepared to
produce illustrations to order,or has
a collection of '"traditional gblustrAtions'
(ie with no copyright problems).If you

. ] ' . 4 i THIRT P PYLOL Molk <lestival tn.i;es ylace over the T LACLID Villase bump Folk Testival takes place in
can helP,P-{ease get in touch with me a weekend 30/31 August,lst September 1285 in and around the neriid 19-27 July in Trowbridsge.among the acts this
the Editorial Address. the Karine Hall in Fleetwood.imong the many n-uaistf are yoar are: )

VI FARDUDT, TP PERSTAPTUR, LARVEY i, wills, BILLY BRAGG,RUN RIG, 0 SATWAK,PYEWACKETT,TiE EASY CLUB,
PLEASE remind your club organiser of SRRALLAD, PilS ] LOLS , TS HOF,, S43Y GLUB, . CATUL, HARA,IURITR'S HOOW,KIFTYER FAWILY,CAUGHT ON THE HOP.
t 2 . dat £ th t 3 - DaVy wall'RS DAND,MAGINAN & CCLLLHS ,RIC DOY plus many others.Tickets are £13.50 before 10th June
he closing date for . € next 1s5sue,so plus nany other national & loocal artists,liorris Teons, (215.00 later) jmore details,Judy King,5,Lover Hast llayes,
we can try to get an issue actually out Ueilidh Dandsetc.as always there are a wide range of London foa?,Bath. (54%2) or phone 0225 332779/782647.
i 4 activities to suit all tastes including Ceilidhs,
on time for once. concerts,song sessio.:s,tzoﬂ(:-:hops,i:;u;-sic Hall,é}?r.ﬁ,i‘t Faic T i 4 b i
. 4 g g < ‘oTC - i i b W AT "OLK W.uiK talkes place over the period Saturday

P ' " ete. lickets are £13.00 (£11 before July 13th) for the e . G
PH‘EALLY_’I musn't forget to thank all weekend; seszion tickets from £2.50jchiliren under 13 17th to Piiday 2304 August.Theve is as usual a huge
those without whom there would be no " free;l13-16 hali vrice.bore information iTom Testival list of guests far to? nuensrous tl‘;_l‘-‘--;t here,ggt I'm
' : _ . .. Mrector,ilan Bell,5),The Strand,Rossall,Plectwood, sure noone would be dissapointed.Tickets are per
Newsletter at all Elaine DE’,‘I‘b,Y-ShlI‘G, T 3}:”’"1\31 03917 ’23]_’7, ’ ’ day,or £20 for the week (4FDSS members,before May 1st)
Angela TForkin,Janet Hale for typings ! S ) P More details in tho alvert,or contact Malcolm Storey

; 3 ) THERE IS A HEW magazine on sale from Thursday 20th > 0482 634742,
Irene Allen for another superb cover June,namely FOLK ROOTS.This will be better known to
i o i o P i F o 1 i 5 as 3 he Rag,and it is to become a monthly Lo K
illustrations;Pete Rimmer for subsecriptions {Z};kgiiw{aizizgu:;cfgofjaiazr;uﬂ;te 2% 3‘11‘13 ;)G e THE 31st SIDHOUTH Folklore Fesbival takes placo over
and Ian Wells for Club Dates and much through Newsagents as from bhat dube,and you vill be the period 2nd-9th August 1985,and among the guests
support. able to orler a couy from any newazents.Cover price already booked are:

. . : : ALISTATIR ANDTRSON,STRAWHEAD, BERNARD WRIGLEY,TONY ROSE
of the new mazasine is Y0p,or you can get it on R e > ? : ) : ’ s
; ; . N . B i o ‘- : THE FISHER PAMILY,HARRY BOARDHAN,NICK DOW,CALENNI
That's it then,see you all next issue! subsoription for £10.80 for the year (£6 for 6 months). T TSI THND SOUTH BORNS: M ’ G
ior more information,pleasee see the advert.l hope o ; . T ) 5 ;
gou will give this your every supnort,as it a long For more information,please send SAE to Festival

! s ; Ofiice,The Knowle,5id th,D tel
time since we had a regular % truly national folk ‘:iidmou;:,h 5134?W eysidmouth,Devon or telephone

. 4 magazine.
PHAE MWW DIRECTOR of the Fnglish Pollk Dance & HSong Contrary to popular belief,the
- Society is JIK LLOYD,who will be best known to most Flectropathic Battery Band have NOT split up.
- people as the presenter of iolk on 2.Those of you who

R They are still available for Ceilidh & clubs.
attended our recent seminar/:kﬂf—-i will also be familiar
@/7_0/? with his strong views on many tonica.ile joins t.'u?- stat
in mid=August and takes up the post of Mirector in
mid-lfovember on the retiremcnt of Hibs Matthews.I'm sure
we all wish him well in his new apoointment,and thai
he can help to create a forwa»d-locking “FDGS.
PHE ESWDAL Folk Mestival takes place over the weekend
of 23/24/25 fugust at the Brewery arts Centre in
essasen 10 LOUGHBOROUGH REVIEW P 20 Kendal.Amons the suests apeearing ares:
BOYS OF THE LOUGH, UM TABOR,TIN HO

kil

CLUB NEWS ¢ecsesescses 4 CHATRMANS RANT coeees 11 MOORE REVIEW seeeeeosee 21 , THCARTATION, HARITH STAFSOH,SDAVE TULINR, BRidl TAYLOR,
: plus other local & national suests including liorris,
! NTI TALKIY FOINT 2 BOCK RUVIEWS 22 Sword & LRapper Uance teump.There will ot course be a
CL[JB 01—‘ MO I @000 088 5 PILLKI]\TG .[ OIJ‘}J- oo 0o He 8 1 K 4 I ] o e8RS iy g Of evEntﬂ’Sillgarounﬂs,concertsvc@i]_lﬂhs,
: H I W : HE nHS isplays ‘ad i jetails,please S A —
70 RE i RECORD REVIEWS 2% Dance displays,craft fair etc.Tor more details, RADIC PETATLS:
EHEERLLIE e o s somncs 6/7 POTNION REVIBE wuvees 14 ’ ! 1 sueenes O see the ailvert,or contact Bill Lloyd on 0£53 25133 f'olk on 2,BBC Radio 2 ,30m (MK only) Saturday 6-Tpm
BROADFOLK . DANCING 1 e | v WOW AVATLABLE from the EFDSS is a series of posteards (repeated 3am Tuezdiy) , ) ;
e ° peseenneene B LIST OF CLUBS eeceseees 31 f‘rc:rn Cecil Sharp's collection of photographs.There BAC Radio Lancashire 'Lancashire Drift! bgnday 11.05am
LETTERS socoesscosss . 9 CLUB CALENDAR peeece 16/18 are 5 of singers & tusicians and 5 of dance leamns, to 11. 35um,351m(96.4 'VIIF) ,repeat Tuesday 6.35.
and cost 12p each,or 50p for a cet ol 5 (dance or son{;) (l«lonthly,F‘eb};]‘»I&rch 10th) |
These can be obtained [rom festivals,or by post [rom B83C Radio lerseyside 'Folk b::ene' ,202m (95.8 VHF)
"he Librarian,Cecil Sharp louse,2,ltegents Farlk fd., Tuesday 6.30-T.02pm r?peat :.aaturda,y N
London M#1l 7JAY.Please add 25p for postage per scte BBC Radio Manchester 'Folk like Us! ,c06m(95.1VHF)

Sunday 5.43-6.15pm , repeat Tuesday Tpm
There are no programies on any of the indepenicnt logcal

i radio stations,so please write & tell thea
THY VIEWS EXPRESSED IL EDITORIAL ADDRESS: THE EDITOR ACCEPTS NO . they should be rumning Folk programmes. 3
THIS NEWSLETTSR ARE HOT 3,Cromford Drive, RESPONSIBILITY FOR )
NECESSARILY THOSE OF Pemberton, CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED
THE EDITOR OR OF THE Wigan, WN5 8JU BE ORIGINAL,OR FOR ANY

INACCURACIES HEREIN.,

FEDERATION.,




the Federation

THERE TS ONE new lolk Club joining
since our last issues

LLANDUDAC Folk Club meet on Sundey evenings at 8. 30pm
at the Parade,Vardre Lane,Llandudnc.4ll types of

lolk music can be [ound there,and they mainly book
local artists.lhe residents are Stuart King and the
Rambling Boys and for more information,you can contact
the organiser,irthur Bowman on 04926 22043,

THERE ARE several changes of venue to take note of,
and theze may not all have caught the list of clubs
on page 3l.The venue listed here is the most up to
date informition we have:

The ‘Iriton Folk Club now meet (still on iondays) at
the Tom Hall's 'avern,near the I'ier Ilead in
Liverpool.i'or more informstion,Doreen Rickart,
051-227-3911 extn 448 (wori),

JIGAT Folk Club has survived the closing of the Fark
Hotel in Wigan,and now meets al the Clarence liotel,
Wallgate(ad jacent to Wallgete Station),iigan.'They
still meet every Thursday and for more information
you can contact Joan Blackburn,0942 863309,

THO VALLLY Folk Club is temporarily disvossessed,due
to the pub being closed by the Brewery.at present it
ig definitely closed June £Znd& 9th ,but hoves to
reoven at o new venue soon after that.lor more info,
pleaseccontact lerry Yelding on Bollon 793961 ,0r you
can contact Taul Whitehill on 061 736 6441 (daytime)
or Adlington 481450 (evenings).

DOW'T TOLGET thut the Ling O' Bells,tiddleton isstill
closed,due to pub relurbizhement.lor the 1latest
situation,get in touch with Foira .oofdcock on

061 723 1979.

AUIM: A WUMBER of clubs close for the summer,so here
are as many of the reopening dates as I haves

LeIGH ~ reopens 2<nd September

RATHFORD — probably late September

JLGTNSLEY ~- 5th September , Steve Turner

RAVE-OH - lzt September , Ushers' ilell

BOUTHY = 8th September

BAGLE 4 CHILD — 8th September , Gentleman Soldier
JHITE 3WAM — 4th September , The lilsons

DLLLE GREEN - early beptember

ROGBUCK - 13th September , Johnny Handle

JIORTIWICH Folk Club have moved to the Harleguin
Theatre, jugen Lt.,Horthwich until further notices
contact Sean Boyle on 0606 44361 for more dedails
of* the temporary change of venue.

PHE BREWERY FOILK CLUB,who meet at the Brewery Arts
Centre in Kendal have o number of folk nights over
the next few weeks as follows:

friday,June 2lst — The Easy Club

Thursday,Hune 27th — Hara (formerly Tanszey's

Tancy from Australia).

Friday,August 9th — Mosaio
In addition,they are running live music sessions
fortnighly at which anything goes- Folk,Jasnz,Rock |
as long as it is live and capable of being performd
in a club type of venue.lore deatils from Bill
Lloyd on 0539 25133

I KUST apologise for the lrck of club dates on the
centre pages,but I don't have the time to chase all
the clubs for their dates.In future therefore,all
clubs must send or phone me with thiir dates before
the closing date or their dates WILL NOT be
published.llease,remind YOUR club organiser of the
problem before next issue.

ALTIOUGH I've no dates for [Meetwood Folk Club
this time,I can tell you that on Thursday 29th
August their pre-festival guest is Rosie Hardman
at the Horth Huston Jotel.

I ORDER T0 expedite the production of the Newsletter,

I have an urgent nsed to appeint two assistantse
Assigtant Bditor , Advertising Manager

ASSISTAND TDITOR would be someone,preferably living

in the Wigan area(but not essential),who I could pass

some parts of the magazine preparation on to.In the

event that I hai to go away with my work for a few

days at a eritical point,thiz person would be

regponsible for ensuring that progress was still being

made.

ADVIRTISING MANAGER would be responsible for processing

111 the advertising requests,ensuring these are to

a suitable format for printing,and administering the

iinancial sitl'e of a'vertsing.

I1 you are interevted in either of these,or bothyor

even part of one,please get in touch with me as

moon as vossible - Nigel Wirth , 0942 215621,

#¢i PCLK CLUB have a special concert on Sunday
August 25th,when they present the Spinners plus
Gentleman Sollier & IFlan B.This is at the Marquee
in Foynton Fark.Tickets are %4 including food.More
Aetails (ro: tho Polk Jentre (. 0625 875555).

CLUB OF THE MONTH:

STAR INN, SALFORD

The Star Inn Folk Club came about quite by
accident as a result of me helping out my
old mate Mike Canavan by doing one of two
bookings which he had for one night in
October 1975, That first night saw me
singing myself hoarse to a boisterous
crowd of rugby players and Salford Univ.
students, The next time I was asked to the
pub I took along Rick Rybicki with whom I
had been singing and playing for a short
time since we met at teacher training
collegeo It was as Pint "n' Half that we
set the club on a firm footing on Jan. 21
1976 with John Cartain receiving the grand
sum of seven pounds as the main guest (Ve

pay him nearly twice that much nowl)

Right from the start we were determined to
run a policy of having a guest as often as
possible and now, nearly ten years later,
we can look back on the (unique?) proud
record of having had a guest every single
week since we started! During that time we
have seen nearly 150 different acts in the
main ‘guest slot many of which have become
household names in the area in that time.

In the early days Rick and I were assisted
by Alan Houldsworth but we parted company
after about 18 months and for nearly two
years now I have been 'flying sole'y now
that Rick is living and running his shop
and clog-making business in Todmorden.

The club has been fortunate in that it has
consistently enjoyed a regular supply of
talented and enthusiastic floor singers
(as well as poets and musicians of course)
to work their way through the system and
into the Main guest positions in the club,

On one memorable night when we were able

to find time for 3 residents, 7 floor spots
and 2 different guests, mind you that was in
the days when there were enough people in
the club to make a start regularly at Spme

For the last two summers the club has run
a season of charity weeks each lasting
about ten weeks in aid of the Paul Graney
Folk Tape Trust and we have been happy to
hand over in that time almost £450 to
enable the invaluable legacy left by Paul
to be preserved on tape for future singers
and listeners alikee If you would like to
know more about this work please contact
me at any time. This summer we will again
be operating the season and it will run
from sometime in July until about the

end of September, alfhough I would be
happy to extend it if there were sufficient
acts willing to performe

In August, to celebrate 500 weeks of the
club's existence we are hoping to stage a
folk weekend on Friday evening 9th. Auge
and Saturday all day 10th. Auge More
details of this and the Paul Graney seasibn
will be appearing in the press as and when
they are finalised.

It's not the easiest place in the world to
find so I include here a map to help youe

&

é Man.*

= Utd.
Cliff
roun

&3

———Gt. Cheetham St.
7 b
i P

Details and information can be obtained
from me, Martin Gittins, on 205 3680, :
oreferably between 6 and 8 in the eveninge

Finally, may I take this opportunity of
thanking all the thousands of people,
whether guests, singers or 'punters' who
have helped to establish the Star Inn Folk

region. Here's hoping for another ten good
yvears to comes

Club as one of the most enduring in the 5




Macclesfield

SIMION JONES talks to
Heather Whittaker

I wasn't expecting this. On paper it seemed straightforward
enough. Heather Whittaker a singer songwriter, who fliis

all over the place playing to all and sundry, fire off a few
questions and Bob's your uncle. Well he maybe, but you don't
expect such strong opinions and convictions from somebody so
little. she'll probably hit me with her guitar for saying

it but Mike Harding's quote on her album sleeve says it
perfectly. "The elfin creature toddled on stage". She's got
a superb singing voice too, it's louder and fuller than you'd
think, almost operatic in proportion, it's easy to picture her
doing Wagner's Ring Cycle as well as folk clubs. More often
than not she gets compared to look alike Mary Hopkin, but I'm
not really supposed to mention that either.

Heathers been singing on the North West scene for several years
now and is a familiar figure on the concert round and club
circuit. While seemingly the "girl next door" she's charming
but resilient, she admits to having learnt in a hard school,
shes taken some knocks and thumped a few back.

We'd got some time before lunch arrived so with an Adlington pub‘

full of people staring at two nutters talking into a tape
recorder we gabbled on.......

8J Who is Heather Whittaker?

HW "She comes from Edinburgh originally, has lived in
Manchester for ten years. I like it, good base, really
friendly people, very central".

SJ What was your first ever record Heather?

HW "My first ever record was given to me, a Ritchie Havers
album, from a friend of mine at the B.B.C., he felt I had
misical expression. My first album".

§J Ritchie Havers eh? Vague reflections of folk music: who
were other early musical influences?

HY

HW "At the time I was appreciating American contemporary singers,

a few years away from being personally involved with the
folk scene. People like Joni Mitchell, Caroline Hester,
Gordon Lightfoot, Bob Dylan".

S8J Joan Baez?

HW "Oh yes, did I miss her out? Of course Baez. If I had a
bass baritone voice, and I was doing her songs then pecple
would say "she doesn't sound a bit like Joan Baez" But
if you've got a voice with the same vocal range as these
singers it means you automatically get compared. You
have the voice you've got, you can't change it. When I
started singing I got Baez comparisons whether I liked it
or not".

8J Would you sing consciously with an American accent?

HW 'Theres a feeling you should be able to deliver songs in
your native dialect, but if you're singing about L.A. or

n

SJ Truckin‘ down the highway?
'

HW "Yes, truckin' down the highway in a broad Glaswegian accent
its silly isn't it? In drama there's received pronunciation
a mode of delivering speech, considered (rightly or wrongly)
to have universal appeal. So it is with contemporary
song so much of which has become americanised. Ponder on
the charts, where's the Geordie, or the Aberdonian, or
the Brummy? For whatever reason americani sing delivery
of contemporary song is, like it or not, the musical
"received pronunciation".

SJ Did you find because you are Scottish you came naturally
to folk material.

HW "No I don't think so, my first musical venture was in a
talent contest which I saw as a good way of supplementing
my student grant.
We won two or three other contests, it was very handy".

I teamed up with a Jansch type guitarist.

sJ

SJ

SJ

SJ Do you think Celtic people have more of a feel for their roots?

"Some have melody in their language, the Irish have a
lilting undulating flow, they are automatically musical.
People suppose because you're good at music you're good at
languages. If you have "an ear" you pick up melody

rhythm and veocal sounds. But because I'm Scottish I don't
think I'm naturally interested, At that time Scottish folk
wasn't my raison d'etre, It wasn't until I was in London
that my partner suggested folk clubs. We went into coffee
houses and clubs. I began to meet acoustic players and
came more under the influence of the folk movement".

So you were a Les Cousins' protogee?

wyeah T used to go to Les Cousins' as a member of the
audience, but not performing. Very late 60's to early
70's. 1 did a support to Al Stewart at University and
to Fairport Convention as well and Ralph McTell. 1I've
never been able to get those gigs since!l".

Have you ever done any busking?

“"Yes I have, I used to do London and blow my money on

a slap up meal. It wasn't because I didn't have a good

job, just that it was fashionable and fun. You met some
good people, you was part of the camerarderie element of

the folk scene to do it. I still go to France on a busman's
holiday and sing in bars and restaurants you could call

that busking".

As a person of varied educational background, did you find
that music ever clashed with academics?

"No it never really got that far. When I was a student

at St.Aandrews, I entered a big folk contest in Edinburgh
and won the solo section. I left university after a year
with great promise from people who shall remain nameless
that they would set me on the road to stardom. But the
whole thing fell flat on its face and thats why I originally
gave up for a year. From that I took up Human Biology
hoping to do a course in speech therapy. I took an interim
job at a theatrical agency and it was "New Faces" which got
me performing again (at mention of said prog. SJ froths at
the mouth). I had to look hard and say here I am again,
do T pursue a solid academic career or go back to singing
and get some enjoyment out of it, I could go back to school
later".

SJ

SJ

8J

SJ

Are you happy with a label like female wvocalist or singer HW
songwriter?

"As compared to what? I am female, I do sing and am a
vocalist and write songs, I can't argue with either of those
descriptions".

Fair enough but do you like being tagged?

"No not particularly. You'll always get comparisons, but
I like to be known as a singer. Someone who can communicate
deliver and sustain a song well", sJ

Is there a particular style that makes people go "48 click"
apd say its you? HW

"I don't think I'm sufficiently widely known for my songs

to label me, you need to be on the scene a long time with a
few albums to your name to get that. My songs don't really gJ
compare with one another because the styles are so different
you can't get a collective impression of my work from the
album".

comments: The album "Take Her With Heart" (witty anagram)

57

SJ

SJ

on Dingles is Heathers only vinyl to date and not entirely
an accurate reflection of the lady or her music. Chopping
and changing it runs through ballads, commercial pop and
singer songwriter, not until landirg up at "Mainline
Station" does it seem like she's at ease with the material
(in this case the sordid saga of "Christine F"-remember
the David Bowie soundtrack?). She admits to my ears that HW
the title track may sound a bit twee, but puts up a spirited
defence of "Hearts" commercial afterglow. Much of it was
meant to be uncomplicated and commercial apparently, though

I wouldn't accuse her of pandering to her audiences wishes

it should be mentioned she puts trad songs in her concert

set although none surfaced on the LP,

sJ

What did you actually think of the alluam? sJ

“I like it. If people think I can sing ballads well I'm
happy with that, I enjoy singng ballads. I could have done HW
a guitar and voice album years ago like many folk artistes
do, but it wouldn't have been enough. I've no time for
throwaway things for the sake of putting my name around.

My debut album sort of fell together, the right people were
available to work with and the time seemed right too. I
sent Dingles a tape, but they weren't taking new artistes
on., Gary and Vera were on Dingles at the time, had a word
in the right places and they looked at me again. It wasn't
a conscious decision to write an album that would appear
M.O.R. When the songs were arranged and you listened they
turned out easy listening. It's not deliberate my songs
are quite gentle, few are hard hitting in anyway, its a
natural not conscious category they fall into".

SJ
Would there by any changes if you re-recorded it?
"I think so. Working to a tight time and financial HAa
schedule means the opportunity is greatlv reduced whereby
time can be spent "going over" certain aspects of the
recording, unlike a situation where limitless resources sg

abound".

Does songwriting come easily to you?

"When an idea comes it just flows but I can go for a long
time with no stimulation at all. It comes from curious
sources ("Eh?" SH) and suddenly, it's there and you rummage
for something to scribble on. I've never had to labour
over any except "Mainline Station" but then I'd read about
it and nurtured the idea for ages, it took such a time
because I felt guitar and voice were not really the
vehicle for it. So when the album came round, keyboard
and electric guitar gave it credence™.

"Are you a natural hoarder or does a percentage of what
you write get put in the dustbin?

"Nothing, I keep it all, there's some that never gets
performed, you do one or two verses, but never have
enough to finish the lyric. I've got it all in a drawer".

Obviocusly you are a singer to whom audience reaction is
very important. Where would you find a good crowd?

"One of them must be the work I do for British forces, the
tours. They appreciate, really appreciate entertainment.
You hand out in a place like Belize and you may have one
show every six months. Those guys are just aching to enjoy
themselves, it helps me enjoy my performance too. P.T.A.s
can be super, really appreciative and not in the least

bit folkie either".

Do you prefer a mixed audience then?

"A lot of the time I play to a mixed/sometimes older
audience. Personally as time goes on T prefer mixed audiences
because you can do the kind of material that wouldn't suit

a folk club, You can mix and match them. I did a gig

at Blackpool for a Photographers Conference, I shoved
"Cuckoo's Nest" in with "Memory" it went down a storm with
people who didn't know folk music from Adam".

If there was one person who you'd like to be who would
it be?

"Without a doubt Barbara Dickson. People may criticise
her saying she "used" the folk clubs as a springboard to
more commercial ends. I can't stand that kind of
criticism, it's extremely biased and naive. When Barbara
was working in folk clubs she gave what she felt she could
to them, and did it well. But then her career develops,
a new dimension comes along and there's no reason why she
shouldn't go for it without criticism. I often wonder

in amazement and incredulity at the audacity of people who
feel the need to pontificate over other individuals'
personal choices. ("So much for critics!™ §J). I would
love to go her path, I'd love to go into the theatre, it
isn't easy but I'd like to do it!

If you'd the time and money, who'd you have on your next
album?

"What a question! 1I'd have Dave Hassall on drums again...
(extremely long pause, waitress arrives with grub).
Ocoh, asking me for names before I eat my pizza".

0.K. Heather we'll call it a day there. Pub stares as
two nutters turn off tape and bahave quite normally.
Well, almost!

DEREK

QEBEAY

Ring: Write:

Rufford (0704) 822574 'Martinsfield'

Blue Stone Lane

Mawdesley
Lancs.
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BROADFOLK

Three cheers for Radio 4! In April
it ran a short series under the
title 'Between Earth and Sky',
sub-titled 'A reflection of rural
life in Victorian England'. Each of
the three episodes opened and
closed with :'Here I am between
earth and sky - so help me God. I
would sooner lose my life than go
home as I am. Bread I want and
bread I will have!' and a snatch of
song. A mixture of gquotations,
conversations and song carried you
. on irresistibly and left you
wondering where 45 minutes had gone
at the end of each programme. It
was made by John Knight in Bristol,
but the content, written by Neil
Philip, was mostly East Anglian.
The music, a mixture of ,
recognizable folksong and real or
imitation broadsheet ballad, was by
George and Isobel Deacon. I'm not
the only person raving about this.
Paul Ferris gave five column inches
of his Observer radio review to it
and ended with the comment '..one
of those rare series that you go on
listening to in your head'.

Before that, on Good Friday
afternoon, there was a fascinating
programme from Northern Ireland,
'The Virgin's Lament'. This was
introduced by Noirin Ni Riain,
herself a traditional singer, who
has rediscovered a whole area of
forgotten religious songs. They
date from the time when it was both
illegal and dangerous to be a
practising Catholic, when Mass was
said secretly if at all and never
sung. The song instinct went into
things that could be sung
elsewhere, and a tradition grew of
religious song especially based on
the passion. Interestingly, Noirin
detects in this a sort of early
Catholic feminism, as many of the
songs view the events through the
eyes of the Virgin Mary. This short
programme would be worth detailed
study by listening several times.
Radio 2 has had two interesting
programmes on Tuesday evenings. One
was 'Mike Harding's Music of the
Mountains' when Wally Whyton(!)
talked to him about the making of

his Appalachian TV series (produced
in Manchester by John Leonard).

This was followed the following
week by 'Skiffle', introduced by
John Walters. It was slightly
better than the recent TV '40
minutes' on the same theme, partly
because it played songs at -length.
Unfortunately, two programmes don't
make a series: that time slot is
back to repeats of adulatory
programmes on Broadway/Hollywood
people. Hobson and Lees got a spot
on a R2 late evening programme. -The
Houghton Weavers, as well as taking
over the North West TV slot on
Sundays, have made it national with
15 minutes on Wednesday nights on
R2. In the first programme they
only sang two songs because their
gift to Radio Wigan failed to be
funny at length.
Back in March, Granada relayed the
Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem
reunion Concert but in insomniacs
time. Finally, in C4's African
series, a drummer in Gabon was seen
to cup his hand over his ear as he
burst into song!

FOLKEAR

[

TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY BRITISH FOLK SONGS

Johnny Collins

22 ATHOL GARDENS
PINNER
MIDDLESEX HA5 3XQ

Tel: 01-866 1635

Letters to The Editor...

Dear Editor,

Congratulations to the NeW.F.F.C.
for at last producing a worthwhile
and well attended A4G.M..
I arrived half-way through the
evening due to other commitments,

I was impressed with what Jim Lloyd
had to say and was glad that we
have a useful ally in him being at
He is certainly

our kind of
music on the media and it is
therefore up to us to give him
wholehearted support whether we

are club organisers, performers or

the 'Berb'!
working hard to push

folk followerse.

I missed Tim Josa's session which

by the reactions of those who I

Although
concerned;

are losers,
recognition

was unfortunate because he obviously

made some helpful remarks judging

]

spoke to afterwards. :
however, seems to have been missed
as far as funding from the Arts 1is
It is ironical surely
that often the only funding given
is against 'loss’.
for funding in order to make a

profit and agree to share this with

One point,

Why not ask

the Arts people if the event is
successful - it is much better
surely to work from the premise of
optimism than pessimism.

Also, if Arts Councils began to
realise that not all folk events

we may get more
for 'our art'!

Derek Gifford.

Richard Digance -

Ronnle Morion and Jon Pugh -
Koolky Clown

Advance Weekend Tickets ONLY
£413.50 by 30th. June

£45.00 up to & inc. 18th July
Under 10 years Free. 10-15 years!, price
(accompanied by paren! only)
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Gentleman, 33, with own
guitar, voice and sense of
humour, seeks folk clubs

H and similar venues for

temporary but meaningful

relationships

Phil
Pi
For songs — original and
borrowed — delivered in

style
Nottingham 255457

]'T?Tilly Bragg - Run Rig - De Dannan

Hank Wangford Band - Bill Keith & Jim Rooney (USA) - Mara (Australia)
Blowzabella - The Easy Club - Mike Elliott - Hunters Moon - Pyewackett
Dave Peabody and Bob Hall - The Kipper Family
Derek Brimstone - Neil Lewis - Colin Scot - Mike Silver - Jim Couza
Caught on ihe Hop -
Tosspot Theatre Company .

The Nipper Dump Impromptue Theatre Company

19" 22 JUI-Y 1985 Third year running voted Best Feslival of the year by Kasebook readers
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Chucklefoot
Caper Caillie

Tickets: SAE Judy King,
5 Lower East Hayes, London Road, Bath BA16PL

Telephone: (0225) 332779/782647/707346
(0373) 830110/830599

FREE Car Park & Camping
inc. Famlly site
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Village Pump moblle ‘RENT A LOO' now avallable, coniact Dave Newman (0373) 830140 for details. o

onLy £2!

YES,Providing you supply
the copy,that's all it
costs for an advert in a
gingle issue.lor 12 months
we do a 5 adverts for the
price oi 4 special offer.
(nb if we do the artwork
it will cost you £3.00)
This size of advert ean
be as here or lying side-
ways,as you prefer.For
rates for larger adverts,
please see page

BACK NOS.

OF THe HEWSLETTER ARE NOW
AVATLABLE AS I'OLLOWS:

7/5:Les Barker interview,

Lancashire Dialect
T/4:Jim Eldon interview
7/3:Peter Bond interview,

Roy Harris article
7/2:Rewcastle club,

Roy Haryis article
(above are 25p + postage)
Also still available are
Vols. 4/1 onwards
(all at 20p + postage)
Send a cheque (IWWEFTC)
to Subscription address

The official magazine of PERFORM
News and articles on Folk and Other

Related Musics -  published every
quarter. Covers Britain and beyond.

Subscription rates:
Britain £1.95,
Overseas £2.75,
Individual copy; 50p Inc. P & P.

Write to: :
PERFORM Bulletin 16 Gladwyn
Glose, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent.
Tei. Medway 48354, 387259. Please

make sterling cheques payable to

'PERFORM’




PERSONAL WVIEW.

A REFLECTION

John Smedley's Personal View in the last
Newsletter initially irriated mejwhat
was this Southerner doing telling us
how to do what we've been doing for
Years?.Take I'olk back intc the pubs,
well was it ever otherwise? Certainly
not in my experiencel Then I thought
again seeee

For as long as I can remember ['olk songs
& music have found their way into many
pubs in our local area.local rambling,
climbing and other outdoor activity clubs
have .also had a reputation of carrying
folk songz with them wherever they go.
Our own folk club at Billinge,and others
often arrange regular 'sings' on an
informal basis in local pubs;we also
organise camping/hotel weekends away,
singing in pubs around the counftry.ie
find we are welcome at the majority of
pubs,but have occasional problems at
some of the more modern,food orientated
ones.Generally,a telephone call to the
landlord before arrival,smooths the way
Another point we try to bear in mind is,
if a large 'folkie' following is expec-—
ted,we try to ensure the pub is large
enough to hold everyone comfortably
without squeezing out the public-after
all it is these people we are trying to
attract. Sometimes on our weekends away
we have met up with similar clubs with
similar ideas,but when I consider it,
John Smedley does have a point.Although
they do exist,there are only a few folk
clubs that tend to promote these 'out of
club'activities .

Whilst agreeing wholeheartedly with
John's views on media coverage,l cannot
accept that this is due to our own
efforts at isolating ourselves at folk
festivals.I have spoken to many people
that have been attracted to folk fest-
jivals(particularily summer ones in hol-
iday towns) due to bad weather etc.l'rom
this chance encounter they have become
regular members of folk clubs.Moreover
I don't fully accept the idea that folk
clubs are in general under publicised.
Many clubs do advertise in the local
press,particujarily for 'big name'
guest nights.T do however accept that
there should be coverage in the local
press for both singers' nights and
guests.Advertising costs obviously play
an important part in this decision &
this is perhaps why folk clubs don't
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by Alan Marsden

use newspapers a5 much as they would
like.More cheaply,local libraries can
always be persuaded to carry folk club
posters,as can shop windows & of cousse
the window of the pub where the folk
club meets.

Another way of publicising ourselves is
by producing cassette tapes of residents
& regulars,which can be madeé available on
loan from local libraries.The recording
of the tape can be self-financed & self
recorded on hired eguipment.lfurthermore
many residents are asked to perform at
non-folk events such as those mentioned
by John & do a lot of charity work,which
is excellent forreaching a broader
audience.

Of course,once we have attracted them

to the folk club,we must then hold their
interest.Manners at a folk club are
second nature to most 'Folkies',but I
have known too many occasions where new-
comers have been offended by being told
to 'hush' or by being given black looks
when bursting through the door in the
middle of a quiet song.A suitably posit-
ioned and politely worded notice at the
entrance to the club can save much
embarrasment.

Finally,I can't argue that clubs are not
in decline,but I don't feel that this
probdem is entirely internal.lxternal
influences,especially the high cost of
'zoing out' is having an adverse effect

on many pub based activities,and indeed
many pubs.In comparison with these,folk
clubs are in general not doing too badly.
To ensure we don't go under however,our
clubs must be above all else enjoyable
with a broad base of material and a frie—
ndly atmosphere,but we must avoid beco-
ming a cligue.We must aim to be reasonably
priced,and encourage people to participate
be it musically,organisationally or
merely critically.'Folkies' have a nat-
ural tolerance and are usually reluctant
‘to criticise.Club organisers nedd con-
structive criticism to prevent staleness
in the club.To this end we have jus
introduced a suggestion box at Billinge
which I hope will be well used & encourage
both regulars & visitors to have a say

in their club's organization.

(alan Marsden is one of the residents
at the Sezgle % Child,Billinge)

CHAIRMAN'’S
RANT py 1an wells

Resultine fro- the rlection of a new
membership secretary at e AR, all
orcanisers saculd Iw now have received
one or more lctters written in Petels
characteristic style. If our records
were wrong and vou rot two instead of
one, please bear «ith us while Pete
continues his imbression of a new broom,
and simply ring him or me up to point
out politely -here veu differ from us.

We all know of the im-ortance of that
lady Cash loe in cur own affairs and
those of cur clubs, so please remember
it applies ecqually %o the ederaticn!

Following the Seminar, I wrotc o the
local radio stations and I sumarise
their renlies here,

Specialist folk music nrosrammes
Piccadilly: 'no nlans!

City: 'research shows there would be a
very small audience..,.no nlansg!

Red Rese: 'not at the morent!
(Lancashire, Manchester and versevside
all have specialist folk shiows)
Artists/News on other prosraaes
Merseyside: Contact Parbara Tavlor or
Steve Kaye: assumes artists will do it
for free!

Manchester: Contact Norman Prince
(morning), Corinne 4il1l (afternoon), or
Natalie Anglesey (late nisht),
Lancashire: Ask me and I'11 guide vou
to the right person,

Piccadilly: Press releases cte., to the
Producers lepartment,

City: Brian Harvey for zrts nrosrame
'Scene and leard!, T
STCP_PR7SS: (i) Jim Lloyd will so on
presenting "fFolk on 2" after he tales
over as Ef:S3 Director (see Cut & About),
(ii) Radio 4 has a new series cn the
listory of Iolk Music startine on June
l2tﬁ.

(,-_small ads—

THESE SMALL ADS are still excellent
value at only £1.00 per insertion for
private sales and wants only.Maximum of
35 words all typed.Copy to 8mall Ads,
NWFFC, 3,Cromford Dr.,Pemberton,Wigan,

“REFRESHINGLY DIFFERENT"

Tew: DAVE -061-236-7522 Dar
Tev: DIANE-0b1-44-5-8869 Eve

CLUBS!
ADVERTISE IN

THIS SPACE FOR
AS LITTLE

AS £3

TES,PROVIDING YOU SUFPLY THE COPY,IT
ONLY COST3 £3 FOR A 4 PAGE ADVERT IN
THE NEWSLETTER.THIS RATE ONLY APFLIES
TO FEDERATION CLUBS,30 IF YOUR CLUB
IS HOT A MEMBER,YOU'D BETTER JOIN HOW.
(¥B:IT COSTS £5 IF YCU DON'T SUPPLY
THE COPY).CUR USUAL RATES FOR OTHER
ADVERTISING ARE RUOTED ELBEWHERS.

ALL COPY (#ith remittance,please,

cheque payable to NWEFC) tos
3,Cromford Drive,

tﬂ@S 8JU. (Please enclose cheque to NWFFG%H

Pemberton,
WIGAN WN5 8JU
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TALKING POINT—

Wirral

I wrote a letter to this Hewsletter
recently which contained a phrase that
was perhaps somewhat unfortunately expr-
essed,This was 'Folk clubs on the Wirral
are in general a sorry lot .. ',and has
given rise to some comment.What I'd like
to do here is to expand and explain what
I meant.

I had no particulur intention of attem-
pting to allocate blame,either to
particular clubs(most of which I attend
at least occasionalLy),musicians,or
those who make up the aulience.lt seems
to me that it's a historical thing,
building up over the years into the
present unsatisfactory situation.

The first thing that strikes you,walk-
ing into any of these clubs (barring
Burton Manor & the Magazine) is the
preponderance of microphones & PA gear.
I have even been told,whilst helping

to run the Kingsway(by a regular of the
Black Horse in West Kirby),that we
couldn't be a proper folk club,because
we didn't use a PA.Now there is nothing
wrong with a PA if it's used to support
and not overpower the music.But when the
musicians' rapport with his audience is
strained through an electric mesh,it
defeats the development of style.

The sad result on the Wirral has been
that a majority of musicians & groups
can only perform with a PA.Groups are
unable to balance their sound acoustic-
ally,soloists have no concept of how to
ad just their playing for effect-if they
play quietly the mixer turns them up &
vice versa.The result on the audience
ig just as bad-why not chat %o your
friend through the songs if the PA is
loud enough to drown your conversabions
Who cares?

Especially,of course,if they've heard
them all before anyway.How many cont-—
emporary songs have you heard in the
clubs that were written in the last
twenty years?Take away Ralph McTell,dlan
Taylor & Eric Bogke and you're left
with a generation gap.ind yet the pop-
ular music industry is rolling full
with what in any bther era would have
been grabbed for folk music.But no-one
bothers to look.
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Folk Clubs - a sorry lot? B iRTR J. MARSHALL

'he third thing you notice is the lack
of floor singers.In some cases this is

a deliberate policy - the Black Horse no
longer even calls itself a Folk Club

but 2 Folk Music Hall.In others it is
despite the organisers attempts to
bring floor singers in.It still seems

to stem from the elitist view that the
only people who should perform on stage
are the professiongls or those good
enouzh to run their own club.No thought
is ever given to the next generation of
musicians or the repaying of a debt to
the music from which these organisers
draw their repuation.liio club-barring tle
two mentioned earlier- regularily books
those local musicians who need the exp-
erience to develop their style & abilities.

Back in February 1983 this Newsletter
ran an article which argued for more
concert clubs.However Folk is essentially
roots music,portable music,arising from
the matter of ordinary lives,entertain-
ments,history and deaths.It must surely
be performed in surroundings that =cho
this ~ not have its main lifeblood
drained away throush graphic equalisers.
There may be no greater feeling than
playing to an audience of thousands,but
it isn't folk.

To lose sight of the small universe is
to lose sight of folk music and to cease
to be a part of the tradition.Of course
things must change,for that is the way
of traditions.But always it must be
local,it must be honest,and it must be
available.If you can't play it in a
field with your friends then it is no
longer folk music,whatever other value
it may have.The Wi»ral Folk Clubs are
in general a sorry lot bacause they
(organisers,artists & audience) have
forgotten this.And,what is more,they no
longer care.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is the view
of its author,and does not necessarily
reflect the views of the Editor or of
The Federation.You are invited to reply
to this article,either by a letter to the
Editor,or by another article.Send your
sontributions to the liditorial Address.

WANTED

TREASURER

For the North-West Fedemation of Folk
Clubs.Some knowledge of elementary
book-keeping preferred,but not
essential.This position needs to be
filled on an urgent basis,so if you
can help,please get in touch withs:

Ian Wells , OT7 473 3267

or Nigel Firth, 0942 215621

GooP GG GUPE For TAF.S

) LioN i
RUAD Rasfol
- ?/4'
= .
Club “9es
) ERIDS,
Rown
0

ARRVEL AROUND (& meving Farsel... )

AGENTS REPRESENTING:-

ArRcHIE FISHER
CarBoLIC SMOKE BALL CoMpANY
ELEcTROPATHIC BATTERY BAND
Foxes LAIR
OysTer BanD
PeepinG Tom
Ran TAnN Banp
Tony HARRIS
Tony Rose

Jenny Speller

Department of Employment Licence No, M.1613,.

The Two Jays

FOLK AGENCY Tel:
Jenny Hannon

and

Also contact for:-

34 Woodhouse Road,
Broseley,
Shropshire.

Telford
882316

(0952)
(24 hr)

Pack1e Byrne

Ray FisHER

Roy HARRIS

THe FABULOUS SALAMI BROTHERS
Diz DisLey

TAFFY THOMAS

Ann L1sTER

BoBBY EAGLESHAM

JANE RoTHFIELD &ALLAN CARR

Why_not SUBSCRIBE
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shown. (If you prefer not to cut your copy,send details on plain paper)
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Please send me a copy of the Hewsletter each time it is published 3 I hate enclosed
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REWVIEW 5
Popnton

folk
fegtibal

Easter weekend in the 250 yr. old schooi which now houses
Folk Centre.

The singaround is the backbone of the Poynton festival, and
this opened the festival officially at 6.00 p.m. and continued
apparently unceasingly, until the early hours of Monday
morxning. Poyntons natural spontaneity was evident as we
found ourselves in an impromptu, stand around, song and shanty
session with such notable singers as Johnny Collins and

Beryl Graham, we made the concert to see the end of a set by
Geoff Cripps & Louisa Rugg who were a new experience to us.
Their contemporary delivery style on synth. and guitar was not
what I would have expected to enjoy (being more of a finger
in the ear man) but instead I was really entertained. I was
disappointed not to see them again.

George Norris followed with a rather forced spot that would
much better have suited his old band, Magna Carta. His choice
of material seemed to require much more backing than was
possible with just a gquitar and his voice sounded strained.

I wandered into the singaround at this stage, returning later
to catch Johnny Collins. Complete with gleaming white new
teeth, Johnny was in sparkling form (excuse the pun) and
pushed the audience along with some cracking choruses.

The final spot of the evening was 45 minutes by Johnny Silvo,
his obvious magnetism being amply demonstrated by the huge
following he took with him, T finally crashed out at about
1.00 a.m. after an enjoyable evening.

We always begin our days at Poynton with Johnny Collins
excellent breakfast, and Saturday was no exception. Johnny
is a great exponent of the folk family, and puts in a
tremendous amount of effort, not only in singing but also
over the hot stove. Another couple that work hard at Poynton
are Jill and Bernard Blackwell. At noon they held their
ever popular Clog Dancing Workshop - Jill leading the dancing
and Bernard providing the music and occasional helping hand.

The afternoon concert began with Lynda Boyle introducing
Owen Lewis, who is always to be found wherever there is a
"good sing", taking place; on stage his gquiatly confident
manner and powerful voice can win round even the most
difficult audience. He left the stage to join Johnny Collins
in the running of one of the shanty sessions that have become
probably the most popular "side" events at Poynton. Owen
started up the session and then opened it up to the floor,
resulting in two interesting offerings, a petrol pumping
shanty to the tune of "Blow the Man Down", and a "banana
dumping" shanty called "Tillapa Tirade", (written by

Tony O'Neill). From here I nipped into the concert to catch
"Caught on the Hop" who have just acquired a fiddler in place
of Alan Hopkins who left last Autumn. Steve pPadget is fast
fitting in and has added a new dimension to the group.

Angus Russel ran a Work Songs session in the games roam which
I joined. I was very disappointed to miss his story telling
session on Sumday morning due mainly to a very late Saturday
night. Back on the mainstage meanwhile, Margaret saw

Resie Hardman. She was her own "larger than life personality",
singing her own songs with great expression interspersed with
lots of humour. I was desparately hungry by now and so we
retired for tea. On the way out I noticed it had at last
began to rain, after all what festival would be complete
without it!

At 7.00 p.m. we went into the club session, compared by

Geoff Higginbottom and "Caught on the Hop". By restricting
themselves to two songs each they left enough time for everyone
to do a couple of songs each. The slightly more formal
organisation of the club session allows time for groups to

il

tune-up, space for instrumeng, 7a.nd_c51-'>ortunities for the
performance of a "mini" act, not practicable in a singaround

which are mostly geared to the solo singer. This session
was very successful and ran over its programmed hour by

45 minutes. The Ceillidh began at 9.00 p.m. and we hung
around until the Wilson Family were due on in the concert.

Their line up on this occasion included Pat, and judging by
the multitudinous harmonies I think at least one or two of the
audience had seen them before. Their performance was, as
always, superb, culminating in Johnny Collins joining them

for "Union Miners" and the American song "Roll the Union On".
They finished after nmumerous encores at about 12.30 p.m. when
those not completely drained, joined one of the singarounds

to round off another fantastic day.

Campers were "messing out" on Sunday morning after a night of
torrential rain and consequently "Collins" breakfasts, and

the warm, dry surroundings of the centre were in great demand.
Sunday for us began with a look around the craft fair and then
into the corcert. We caught the last number of "Three way
street”, which was an up-tempo rendering of "I Cant Dance",

but I am assured that the rest of their spot was very good.
Peter Hughes followed and brought the audience down to earth
with "Leaving London" which when sung with his subtle blend

of melodious voice and gentle quitar soon had everyone on his
side, In direct contrast to the two preceeding spots, Devils
Elbow, from South Wales took to the stage. I found their
spot of Irish and Welsh tunes, even though competant, rather
tedious; they made excessive use of bodhran, and I'm sure that
a song would have helped maintain the audiences interest.

Having seen George Norris put in some good spots in the sing-
arounds, I thought I'd give him another hearing. His first
song, unfortunately, only served to reinforce my initial
thoughts, as he burst into Elton John's "Rocket Man". I
thought about leaving after that but was pleased that I didn't
because his second, a self written song called "Time for
Dreams", was probably the best of the entire festival and
really proved his talent. If only he would concentrate on his
own material he would get an excellent review - even from me.

Hunters Moon, regulars on Sundays, did an outstanding 40 minute
spot which included a splendid rendition of Sandy Dennys "The
gQuiet Joys of Brotherhood" as a semi unaccompanied song with
very subtle guitar backing. Fiona Simpson then took the stage.
I have felt, since the break up of Therapy, that Fiona has

been somewhat lost for direction. This set was much better
than of lake , her presentation of Randy Vanwarners "Just when
I needed you most", being second to none, andlwas also impressed
with the beautiful "Live not where I Love".

The only disappointment of the festival was for the final
afternoon slot when Vin Garbutt didn't materialise - Linda
caught Johnny Collins straight out of his second shanty session
and he didn't hesitate to fill in; enjoyable it was too. The
audience warmed to him immediately, and gave him an incredible
send off at the end of his unprepared set. He closed the
afternoon concert with his newly married up war song trilogy
"Shouting the battle cry of freedom", “Tenting on the old camp
ground" and "Dawn of a World Wide Peace".

The evening concert saw a set by "Life and Times", a three piece
band from Luton on guitar, flute and melodian. This set of
songs and tunes, all self written, are from their album
"Strawplait and Bonelace", ardlhope to see more of them in
future, Later on in the evening Jill and Bernard Blackwell
took the stage for their final session of the festival. This
couple seem to improve every time I see them, they are fine
musicians and singers, and their pleasant unassuming nature
endears them to all audiences. This set was capped by an
absolutely fantastic performance of "Farewell to Tiawathy" on

flute and northumberland pipes. ’p15

What's all this Dancing about?

Well, Let’s join in!

In the late 1950's a couple of
middle aged gentlemen, belonging

to the typical somewhat staid
Country Dance Club, sang a duet at
an EFDS5 Gathering in Kent. The
song, "They won't join in",
concerned the various factions of
the EFDSS simply having nothing to
do with each other. The challenge
was taken up by the Kéntish
Travellers, a team of enthusiastic
dancers in their late teens or
early twenties, noted mainly for
their 'Square Dancing'. A combined
meeting was arranged on condition
that everyone would try and 'join
in', the "K.T.'s" to give a display
of "Playford Dances" and the other
club a display of "Square Dancing".
The evening was enjoyed by all,
resulting in a far more friendly
relationship between the Clubs

(and at least one marriage!).

The Kentish Travellers are still
an active c¢lub, although the
original members are now scattered
throughout the UK. We all keep in
touch and this year are getting
together to celebrate thirty years
of KTs.

One of the duo, Bert Simons,
gsearched through books in the
British Museum and the Vaughan
Williams Memorial Library for
dances with Kentish names in an
attempt to compensate for the lack
of any surviving folk dance trad-
tion in the county. These have
since been published in a series
of leaflets entitled the 'Kentish
Hops'e.

ngnty years ago with the support
of the Kentish Travellers' Jack
llamleton started the Broadstairs
Folk Week. As a cutain raiser to
this years Folk Week, there was in
March, a dance with the Oyster
Band (that's the one where the
lead, Alan Prosser, uses his head
as a metronome). I was very
pleased that the programme included
two of the Kentish Hops.

What's all this got to do with the
North West, well I suppose it was

a chat I had with Malcolm Howarth
recently, who tells the same old
story. Malcolm runs Ceilidhs, but
the local EFDSS Clubs 'won't join
in'!?! Well the Area Council of
the TFDSS have booked Chorley Town
hall for Saturday 2nd November and
engaged Pyewackett and Mike
Barraclough for a day of dance and
music workshops and a Ceilidh in
the evening., It's a long way off
but make a date in your diary NOW,
and lets all join in!

Alan Barber.

PoswTON (from P 1)

Hugh Diamonds mainstage premiere was faultless - he opened
with an unaccompanied County Cork version of "The Herring Song"
with an unpronouncable chorus, but his best was "Songs my
Father sang of 0ld" which he accompanied on piano accordian whid
he made sound  1like a church organ, It was back again for a
sing for us until the long awaited concert spot of Vin Garbutt.
Perhaps I have always been lucky but I have yet to see him do a
bad spot and this one wasn't it. The house was absolutely
full and he used the audience as part of his props for his
outrageous tales, he even got one child to scream right on cue.
I could go on, but suffice it to say Vin made up for his late
arrival by adding his spots together into one lasting 1% hours,
and non-one left, All his songs were good but the best was
the very emotive "Caroline Kelly" and his whistle playing is
out of this world.

The following merning, with clear head, it struck me how much
hard work had gone into organising this festival and how ideal
the premises were with all venues under one roof and in close
praximity. T would like to thank the following:- ;
The Girl Guides for looking after our children.

Rick Harrop and Geoff Higginbottom Ffor their children's songs
and magic.

Lynda Boyle for her untiring concert organisation and comparing
The sound men, stewards and bar staff and finally Mr & Mrs

Eric Brock without whom the centre would not run as well as it
does.

The basket of flowers on the kitchen counter before the festiva
summed it all up: "To Mrs Brock from all the festivalers -
Thank You".

MARGARET AND ALAN MARSDEN
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DAY & CLUB HESIDENTS DATES IN JUN DATES IN JULY DAY & CLUB ] j
|
|
|

|

SATURDAY? lst 8th 15th 22nd 3
26 &i 6th h ey Tt
Brewvery 21.6.85 E-C?.S?{ Club 9:1‘1 e} 13% Ceh 27th SATURDAY
27685 Mare —
Bury Various Guest TBA Luest TBA Guesl TEH 4&'{35/— 758 7 rewexry
B
Club Ceilidhs uTry
Club Ceili
Locel Folk Prom. o lu eilidhs
Poynton See (1) below Bilbo Bgﬁﬁ,',,s BDR Ggff'ﬂu lanke CB8 Ffé?'d/c‘::y/’%.f CcB Local Folk Prom,
/ , 7 Poynton
SUNDAY 2nd 9th © 16th 23rd Bi'bo Bogarms BDE
Bothy See(f)l:c.‘m._) Strawhead Mertin Carthy Singer's Night Singer's Night 30%h T8 14tn 2lst 28t SUNDAY
Pony Re ifgerts Wig English Tapes End of U
Eagle & Child See (b) below> Singer's Wight Sumpton/%iflordpn(k) | Tom Topping Band Thorn/Martin Gittins Pony: Roze Singer's Nizht nglish Tapestry nd of Season 3/ |Zlosed Bothy
e T : = . Bernard Wrioles AR NS . :
Leizh See (3) below) Closed & ST T re-opens Septgmber Sl e Singer's Hisht Johnny Gollins Bernard Wrigley Singaround Singaround Eagle & Child
S X 4 e e hlc ey 1 n st ssesc s o i 7
T T th) f)e!ow 5,-”6%10181({}- 5:‘1«364‘5' Nrghf' 5/‘3% '/Vfgf)f .Smg.gr:s fVﬁ?}'ﬂ/’ < ool P f Closed VEe e re—opens September Leigh
=5 I3 f L ‘ ' / Llandud
Poynton See(e) below | Rley Bellamy Bryemy Clocham T Bl ) . g ) &5 Myh/’ Sthgess' Myt Srhges ﬂ/(/?h/’ Singess Wigo h# andudno
Rave On Volon "3*5"5 Singer's Night Mabsant Singer's Night TBA Jim Covza Hoe I'\gams -'SHMS?"FV Eawl Okr'h Bram Ta.q/c—f" Poynton
Rainford Closed seassssernae re-opens September ssssessansas } T3 Bitigaraurd Singazanm Singaround Dowg' Porter Rave (O
c d sessssnsnsaa =B casserssnssa i .
St. Maries MNe DATES losed re—opens September Rainford
. , 4 St. Maries
Valley Undey a~iver C/aseo/ s /aaé;‘:y yé/ hao Vewse -
MONDAY 3rd 10th 17th 24th
3 1st Bth 15th 22nd 29th MONDAY
Horwich Sr. “ Al ! Mgt Svges’ Mioht S Nl
_ inges' Night Stheress 'Nig s/ 15 hges Ny _ - . - _
Poynton Peter Hughes Singaround g Sin‘tgzround Singaround Singaround S’}‘ﬁ% f N@hf— S"Tﬁ% f,\jgh{" S""ﬁ%r ’U{?M’ ‘g’}y% d ’V@M— Sf’{ﬁ%’”ﬁ?h’f/ Horwich
Preston S”nagrs' ~N G&yf" SM@ 5 rM{aM Dk 4'4‘@! (g) Sf’ﬁem ‘ M@M— S_J'.Tzigarourg. Singarounrd 4t Singaround Singuround Singaround [Poynton }
Triton Incnbus The Spinners Singer's Night fles.& Jean Wrigley |Singer's Night oy kase ‘S'I’S% )U'a Ne DPATES -- — - | - - == Preston w
The Spinners Singer's Night Keir & llester VWoods Singaround Closed Triton J
TUESDAY 4th 11th 18th 25th
Blackpool Singer's Hight Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Wight and 9th 16th 23rd 30th TUESDAY !‘
Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Hight Singer's Night Blackpool b
Folk Club Upstairs Sireef.s'l\li‘?hr 5@6{’5'/\){9“’ Sihagers' n\}@hf‘ St ‘n " - = |
] ; 3
The White Bear Singer's Hight Singer's Night Singer's Night Singdr's Night Singes' A ight” Folle Olub Upgtalns
Singer's Night Singer's Wight Singer's Hight Singer's YWight Singer's Night The White Bear ‘
WEDNESDAY 5th 12th 19th 26th - i
d 1Gth 17th A ! !
Belle Green Pennygate One Night with Lotte Closed Song writ.contest Closed for summer £ 2 f i B WEDNAIDAY : fi
0ld Ship Singer's Wight Closed Singer's Night Closed CloseD) folle Huegn f
Singer's Night Closged Singer's Night Closed Singer's Wight 01d Ship ‘
The Star Guest TBA Guest- TEA Guen - TP Guest TEA ! |
White Swen See (d) below Mertin Curt]g*ﬂ/ﬁ?/{pﬂh{‘f-’f Jim Eldon Steve Turner Singer's Night GuesFTEH Guest TEH Guest T8H Guest TED Grorest™ TEY The Star |
I i ol etgers i Whi
Vhitehoven . [Knotted Cord Tony Rose J Eddie Walker Jenny Beeching Local S. & M, Ermny Rose Nazidn Frcdisn Boad | Paul Metser Hay Eiuhon Jen Tiowo L'hlte Swan |
2 Geresl TBA vesFTEA Gued TBH Guest TEA Guest TEH nitehaven
THURSDAY 6th 13th 20th 27th i {?
: 5 a - th 11th 18th 25th THURSDAY
Fleetwood See (e) below Sengers Nﬁ/?f' 5""3%/ /,/5/”1— S’ A/‘f?é/_ S'@%’Mg/’if’ 4 5
A . ! fsn i
Mawdesley Gifford/liartley Bernie PCV()\C( C!oseo( Closes CIOS@{ Srhj% Wyt S.rfﬁe(.r th]" ‘5,19% ’ N‘?ﬁ,— Y es’ }[/,;9%{’ Fleetwood
Magazine Singer's Wight Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Sovmmer Shgavpors! Closeel — recpens Sep ember Mawdesley |
Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Wight agazine |
Poynton Local Guezt Local Guest Locaf Guesk Local Guest < ‘
St . v Nk ) ; ! Nioht ; Locad Goest Locad Guesl Loca Gues/™ Locad Guest™ Poynton
ump Singess Nigh Ken Pear som -+ Hoyioain Singes' N Shges I\},&L,f < Nt = e - : W < e whnalil L ‘
Wigan Toan Blaclkburn Singer's Night Sinzer's Night Singer's Night Singer's Night rgens q |1‘18€(S N'ﬁh’r e ’U@ 11136,(3 g By
Singer's Night Singer's Hight Singer's Night Singer's Night Wigan. |
FRIDAY Tth 14th 21st 28th ‘
i 124k th 26t
Bee [Various TBA TBA TBA . TRiA oth . 19 26th FRIDAY |
Blackburn [Pendlcm Closed Singer's Night Closed Singer's Night ] TBA TBA TBA TEA Bee
i o 1 . increr Nie
Northwich See (a) below Singaround The Blades Locals Night MacCall/Seener Elosed Singar'e Night Closed Singer's Night Blackburn
ony Rose Singaround Derek Gifford Locals Hight Northwich
Newcastle FYBA S)ﬂaeﬁ' N i , 1 - 3 P -
Ring 0 Bells os f 8;’1'1_ et 160 Singes M'@w Goest TBA Goest TEA Guest- TEA Guest TEA Newcastle
Middleton Closed vesne wesnsee TOor rTefurblishment | ..... L4 TN, Closed essssssnssss LTor Tefurbishment B Ring O Bells
Rosbuck Singaround ISingaround |Sln,-3around Heil & Sandy Sykes Middleton.
an Voods Singaround Singaround Singaround Roebuck

KBY TO SYMBOLS ABOVE:

i) Martin Carthy,John Kirkratrick,Howard Evans
k) Martin SumptonsDerek Gifiord (double bill,not a duo)
1) Thornslartin Gittins (double Bill)
m)Iwan HcColl & Pegoy Seeger
n) Tach date is a Celidh with band =iven + songs from Abalon
'J) Brevery dates are: rriday 2lat Junn The Hasy Club
Thursday 27th June Wara (formerly Pansey's Pancy from iustralia)

. ¥ Bee Club Hews , page 4 (
£  Tickets available from club (
(a) Residents: Sean & Sandy Boyle,Iain Bowley,Tony Howard,Rod iclermot,Paul Taylor (
) Residents include : Caught on the Hop,Bric-a-Brac,quartz (
(c¢) Residents : Scold's Bridle,Bev & Kevin Wheelan(of Thistle),Peter Smith & others (rotating residency) (
) Residents : Dave & Helen Howard,Helen Robinson,Paul,Geoff Higginbottom,John O'Hagan,Steve Jackson,Mike Billington (

(e) Residents for June aresabalon(),Flan3(9),Rick ilurupl(lﬁ),tioe Beard (; 3),abalon(30)

(f) Resize: ."h,ﬂy ‘BI‘ehelEk Jifhru?(r()’lletg? [[u’%"h[‘-g(lgl)’]V:‘lu-nlir(‘f.-ll)’-'Lb{'L]_D]](:{‘S? IB: All unlisted dates,or dates given as T34 were usknoun at the time of soing to

I) -;e.—,?:--.<iats ares t\‘en. I.tun'lop,'uﬂ'thle Stuart,Clive Pownecby,Pete Wimuer,baul Reid press-plense check with the ormaniser betere attending.Some cluba way 2lso

o £ sH G wor & o, § ) vg E ) T o - Pl b= =
o ‘L("B}_ ents are ..uallro,.-[‘rr\v.c:r ‘ JOJH.“L“'”: close early for the sumner-a-ain please caeck with the orminissr 1. in doubt.

(h) tesidents are 3tuart ring,The Rambling Boys )




EAGLE & CHILD

FOLK CLUB
Sundays,8.30

June 16
Tom Topping Band

July 7
Johnny Collins

14
Bernard Wrigley

AT THE
EAGLE AND CHILD
MAIN STREET,BILLINGE,Nr. WIGAK

Residents:
CAUGHT ON THE HOP
BRIC-A-BRAC , QUARTZ

Enguiriéss:
Bernie Forkin

0744 53058

Local § Nalional Guesh 8rFisks
Thursdays at 8.30 p.m.

’J : plus Regular Saturday Hoe-Downs
£ L) (Voted the top Folk Club in the Lend - MM Poll)

Ruddles and Boddy's
and a dozen other ales

ALL AT PARK LANE, POYNTON,
(betisaen Macclestield & Poynten)

Tel: 8765566 or 872626

(o
DAY/DATR CLUBS & DATES HUGUST
THURSDAY POYNTON WIGAN MAGAZTNE
1st Local Guest TBA Singaround Singaround
8th Local Guest TBA Singaround Singaround
15th Local Guest TBA Singaround Singaround
22nd Lécal Guest TBA Singaround Singaround
29th Local Guest TBA Singaround Singaround
FRIDAY BLACKBURN NORTHWICH ROEBUCK
2nd Closed Informal Session Cockersdale
9th Singers' Night Informgl Session Local's Hight
16th Closed Enformal Session gzzkmgzzzgricley
23rd Singers' Night Informal Session Local's Night
30th Closed Informal Session Geoff Higginbottom
SATURDAY  [POYHTON FOLK FESTIVALS EIC. BREWERY
3rd B e 7\&(7
10th P q-8-85 Mosa
17th \Y w&04
24 th W howolnl Foll Pt el
st Fy/o/e FJ\’Feg/’/mﬂ
SUNDAY BAGLE & CHILD POYNTON RAVE *0N
4th Singaround Tony quamol Singaround
11th Singaround Swarbrick & Nice] Singaround
18th Singaround Havvey Frdreos Singaround
25th Singaround Spinnevs el e Singaround
WEDNESDAY  |WHITE SWAN THE STAR OLD SHIP
Tth Singers' Night S| Closeot
14th Singers' Night .({47 e Seugens’ U(fﬁﬁf
218t Singers' Night o Closeof
28th Singers' Night \Y o 5/1,(?3,:' A/g/,r
WOTES TO ABOVE .,
The Following Clubs are Closed for the month of Augusts
Belle Green,Leigh,Mawdesley,Rainford,Bothy,Triton
T have no details from the following,so don't know whether they are open or nots:
#idnes(St,Maries),Horwich,Preston,Folk Club Upstairs,White Bear,Whitehaven,
Fleetwood,Bee,Newcastle,Bury.
Please see Olub lews for details of reopening dates in September for those closeds
K See Clob Ma_osI P“S‘gl"

’_

L.

MANCHESTER FOLK MUSIC & DANCE

| oyster Ceilidh Band Cracknells

APPEAL 1985

- |

Manchester Music Workshop
& District of EFDSS

| SLFPORITD BY

a one day gathering
for Folk Musicians
Bands & Callers

STOCKPORT COLLEGE
SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER

% RECORDING SESSIONS
¥ AMPLIFICATION DEMONSTRATIONS

% STALLS - STANDS -DISPLAYS
% WORKSHOPS FOR ALL
% NON-STOP PLAYALONG

John Kirkpatrick Airs & Graces
Alistair Anderson Aunt Thelmas
Beryl Marriot Village Band
Hugh Rippon Tom Cook Sully

Full Programme available in May

PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR DETAILS TO: MUSIC FAIR
62 Ridge Crescent, Hawk Green, Marple, Stockport SK6 7JA

Your chance to work and play with ]9
some of Britains Top Bands &Callers




REVIEW:

LOUGHBOROUGH [April "85 ]

1

Perhaps it micht rot have been the hest
ever Loug borough (I haven't been to

all of them), but it certainly *as an
extremely rood festival, Last year
people were a little apprehensive (be-
cause of a new venue and date), hut

this year an excellent turnout helped

to reinforce the view that the "National
(to give it its' official title) is

back and here to stay!

I started the Friday eveningz wit: tae
session hosted by Notts Alliance where

I saw the inevitable fred Jordan and a
superb set from Peta Webb who was in
fine voice throucaout the weekend.

Later on I watched some of tie Pyewackett
ceilidh - they are certainly a very
energetic band, but the dances were
rather too complex for ry liking., I
also caught the Spinners and Stan iugill
sinrine shanties together in a concert
and a set from the House Band, who I
found very disappointine despite their
obvious talents, he evening was
completed with the bv now mandatory

late nisht party which nicely rcunded
of f the day.

little cold and I started at the
Morning Afloat! session where Iddie
'pton was hosting (among others) Jim
Mageean, Johrny Collins and Stan ilugill.
Both they and the audience were in
excellent veice considering the early
start (well 10,30 a.m, is early for a
folk festivall), I also found Bob
pDavenport and the Rakes in another
sesgion, where I saw Freddy Mackay for
the first time, ired’y is originally
from Ulster and manages to tell humor-
ous stories and songs about the present
troubles which I'm sure would of Tond
no—one,

Theére was a wide ranse of events for
the afternoon session, so I drifted
between these and the har during this
period until Stan tugill's lecture
started, Tais was entitled 'Shanties
of the seven seas', and he ex7lained
the varicus changes in shipping routes
over the years and the conditicns uncer
which the sailors had to work taat had
civen rise to the shanties. Taiis was
fascinating, hut I had hoped he would
have sun~ rather more, other than the
fow verses from a counle of shanties

he actually did.

In the evening I could he found at the
Deilidh in the villase hall which was
very well supnorted by lecals as well
as festival soers, John Hirkpatrick
gave a superb song set in the middle
and tie hand (the lakes) were very good.
I was disanpointed by the calling of
dush G{ippon and by his choice of dances;
he tended to choose the more complicated
dances and tien very much under-called
them wvithout properly explaining them,
This seemed strange given that most of
the audience were obviously inexperienc-—
ed dancers. Tie final scheduled event
of the day was a late night chorus
sinrin~ session hiosted by Tim Edwards,
Jim Mageean and Johnny Collins which
continued =well into the early hours,

I attempted to retire to bed about

1.30 a.m., only to find another session
still goins in the bar and a party in
the block I was stayving in,

Sunday was dull and wet and so as usual
presented an impossibly wide choice of
workshops and sessions, I settled for
shuttline between Tony lose's session
and the shanty session before making my
way to the bhar, Loughborough scems to
be one of those festivals where you are
constantly meeting people you haven't
seen for ages, and as a consequence
rmuch time is spent in the bar, (At
Jeast that's my excuse - what's yours?)

The firal session began just after lunch
wvhere there were further opportunities
to miss vet again the neople you'd kept on

‘missing all weekend, 1 did however maiace

to catch Pete Coe, idy Misher, Martin
Carthy, John ilirkpatrick, Peta Webb, and
the inimitable freddy lacliay, so 1
didn't do too badly,

Attendances seemed to be much higher
than last year and everyone certainly
scemed to be enjoyina themselves, The
iJalls of lesidence were very comfcrtable
and the food was pood, with some choice
4t each meal, if a little uningpiring,
John Jerdon and his team are certainly
to be conzratuldated on a sunerbd
festival, well run and with all the

4t

atmosphere of the old Loushhoroughs.

As I drove away in the car I wondered
whether after all it really had been tie
best ever...

ticel Firth

here?"

Moore, "

nga folk day on a moor?"

"o, no - it's a villare just south of
Warrineton; off the A56; Ian ‘“Woods lives
there, near the canal,"

"yho's Tan Woods?"

"A nationally knovn follksinecer. .le
orisinates from Suffolk I thini,"
nHumph! 17ell I've never heard of him
and I can't imagine many pcople wanting
to go to a little villare for a folk
day run by a sincer who just happens

to live there,"

In fact our folkie friend above was
juite wrong because a4 lot of people
went to the little villase of Moore for
a folk day centred around the local pub
and the village hall., It is a credit
to Ian's influence in the foll world
that he was able to bring together for
the day such esteemed guests as the
wilson Family from Teeside, Charley
Yarwood' (now based in York), and tle
Electropathic Battery Band (based
locally)., This is not to mention the
many local singers and musicians that
turned up to join in the sessions.,

twhen we arrived shortly after mid-day
Fiddlers Fancy lLadies Morris and the
0ld Moat Rapver team were completing
their dance disnlay in the car nark
(desrite the cold!), while inside the
pub the Wilsons aided by the leoeals,
were already pirgine the rafters in
what was loosely descrihed ir the
programre as a 'pub session',

MOORE DAY OF FOLK:Reviewed

The main events of the afternoon were
held in the Milner Institute (di.e.
villare hall) and began =dith an hour
lene concert by the Wilsons, This was

a showcase for their record of Cleveland

songs written v Sraeme Miles called
Wlouroumarye', Just to add a pinch of
authenticity Graeme arrived about half-
way throueh their perfermancel

The main concert followed featuring all
the puest artists ag well as apnear—
ances from Sandy Boyle and her guitar
acconmpanist Teny doward both from near
by Northwich, the dance teams and a
performance from Gree Stephens'! latest’
Lancaster-hased outfit 'Cat Island
Theatre!,

Meanwhile both rusicians and singers
sessions were in,full swing in the
puh, which never clesed save for a
hour elass collectine respitel The
"officiall nub sessicon began at about
5.3C p.m. where the others had lecft

off and at 7.3C or thereabouts Ilectro-
pathic began the well attended ceilidh,

B

Unfortunately we had to leave early to
travel dovn to Birmingham but if last
yvear's reports are anvthing to go by
the 'day! of foll would have become
'tye days! shortly after midnight on
Saturday!

for £2,50 for the full day's events
yeu'll find it hard to get better
value anyvhere — nice one Yoodsy, but
for coodness sale don't move back to
Suffelk, it's too far to travell

verek Gifford

Folk topics and news

lrom Greater Manchestor and Chashine

forthcoming events and club dates.
@

SUBSCRIPTIONS — £2.20 FOR 4 ISSUES
®

VERY COMPETITIVE ADVERTISING RATES

o
Send 50p for a sample copy

62 Ridge Crescent, Hawk Green, Marple,
Stockport SK6 7JA.

Make sure you get your

FREE ENTRY

in fhe

1986 FOLK
et et | DIRECTORY
Write now for an entry form to:

Folk Directory, The Knowle,
diecount for EFDSS members end for regular advertisers. Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 8HL

COPRPY DATE 30th SEPTEMBER
PUBLISHED IM DECEMBER -

CLUBS » FESTIVALS * MAGAZINES




"SQUARE & FOLK DANCIHG" by Hank Greene
(Published by Harper & Row)

Although priced at 18.95 - which is a
lot of money at present exchange ratesi-—
I noticed the T'olk Shop had recently
overstamped some copies with £7.50,which
is rather more realistic when money's
not easily come by.

Well,what about the book itself? Ameri-
can Square Dancing isn't everyone's cup
of tea.Some love itjsome can take it or
leave itjothers absolutely hate it,or
perhaps the way it is put across.So what
has the book got to recommend it7Well
it's most definitely aimed at those
already involved in calling or M.C.ing
—and those who would like to have a go.
Don't pick it up Tfor a bit of casual
reading &

The ' blurb' on the dust jacket announces
"This is a complete guide...'"yand I
must say that the book goes a long way
towards meeting that claim.However in
places it does assume that the people
you,as a caller,will be dealing with
("punters" as Rob Gordon calls them) -
will be attending a class where the
basics are being taught,You and I know
that this is hardly likelt to be the
casedTo get over that problem,and to
get people joining in,there's a section
on international dances - mainly for
couples and circles-which would prove a
useful addition to any callers repert-
oire.

One important point: the book isn't
going to provide you with all the answers
to the problems you're likely to come

up against,but it does give a sound
basig from which to work.That means you
are better off than many of us were

when we first began calling: trial and
error was the best help we could hope
for.Forget about learning the suggested
patter calls; they are only useful when
everyone knows pretty well what they are
about.Do read up the eections on using
a microphone,interpreting dance descr-—
iptions,'cueing',and how to deal with
groups of beginners.They all condain
much thought and common sense.

22

A large slice of the book is taken up
by comprehensive descriptions of a sel-
ection of simple square dances to use
with your 'once-a-gear'! barn dancers.
Each has its patter call,a copy of the
suggested tuneyand the reference number
of a recommended record.Greatd But
best of all there are really excellent.
diagrams to show exactly what the text
means.

I felt that Hank Greene deserved a
special pat on the back for his chap-
ter on revising dances to meet the needs
of Senior Citizens.The thought of run-
ning an event for such a group of people
may never have crossed your mindj the
thought may even frighten you to death'
But you might just find some good ideas
to use with,say,a bunch of handicapped
youngsters—and that is something some

of us have been asked to over the years.

If calling's your 'thing',then do buy
the books at £7.50 it's a bargain.DON'T
put it on the shelfl! Leave it beside
your favourite chair,so you can dip
into it from time to time.Trying to
read it all at once will give you
mental indigestion! Best to read a small
vart,go away,turn it over in your mind
then come back to it again.That way
you will pick out the bits you find most
useful ,and you will appreciate how muchk
careful thought has gone @nto the book.

Roy Smith

DISPLAY ADS

ARE ACCEPIID AT THE FCLIOWIKG RATES:
"Camera Ready" Other

1/8 pege £2,00 £3.00
4 page £4.,00 £6.00
+ page £8.00 £12.00
1 page £16,00 £22,00

(advert sizes on request)

Discounts are available for adverts
booked for z number of issues,and also
for member clubs.Hote that "Camera
Ready" megns just that to qualify for
the lower rate.Copy must now be
Jpre-paid for each issue.Send tp
Bditorial Address(cheques to NWI'FC)

Since 1979, there’s been this qua_tterly magazine. called
Southern Rag. It grew and grew and has now become a
monthly, available through all good newsagents, titled

Where else can you read about people like RICHARD
THOMPSON, CHRISTY MOORE, THE BOOTHILL FOOT-
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Richard Thompson. 'Across a
Crowded Room' Polydor. POLDS5175.

Whippersnapper. 'Promises’.
Whippersnapper Records. WPS001.

An ageing memory the Swarbrick
Thompson partnership, it burned
only briefly producing flames like
"Sloth"™, "Poor Will and the Jolly
Hangman"., Much water has passed
under their respective bridges,
Thompson now near legend, cult
hero, Swarb hanging onto Fairport
too long, drifted into solo work
and emerging latterly with concert
band Whippersnapper.

We'll get back to R.T. in a whils,
Swarbrick's latest venture is
worth closer scrutiny. Reading
like a folk super group, besides
the demon fiddler, there's Martin
Jenkins, Chris Leslie and Kevin
Dempsey (ex Dando Shaft), they
don't half turn out a demon tunes.
It's a real stewpot of influences,
folk, rock, blues and sundry
others which is fast, melodic and
supremely produced. (Digitally
produced, if you're impressed by
trivia.)

Accoustic music that shows some

of the older dogs on the round
st111 have teeth that bite and
hurt, as on "Lizzie Wan" and
"Banks of the Sweet Primroses".
Besides the trad., there's their
own songs, the quirky "Whenever"
by Martin Jenkinsg probably works
best, the mail out spreads rumours
of them doing a 45 of a Beatles
song. Hope it's "The Long and
Winding Road", they could do a
storming version I'd bet. They're
already plastered all over
festival bills this summer, so if
"Promises" catches your attention
as it should it'1ll be easy to see
them live.

Resplendent in the praises of a
whole new generation of British
and American roots rockers has
Richard Thompsons hour finally
arrived? I should hope so, the
guy's a genius and no one listen-
ing to "Across A Crowded Roon"

24

could disagree. After the solid
gold of "Hand of Kindness" then
this comes over as silver, still
precious but not quite as valuables

ilaybe because his backing band
lacks a couple of distinctive names,
that have beecn with him so long it
must be like losing your right hand,
said absentees are Pegg and Kirk-
patricke. Their replacements
manage to sound 'Thompson' but
haven't quite caught the man's
mood. But before you misunder-
stand, this is still one of the
best releases 1985 will see and
carries his banner high. Joe

Boyd again in the producers seat
turns in a chunky, gutsy, grittr
block of sound which had me
imagining an English Bruce
Springsteen, (who incidently cut
a brilliant folk album in rock
clothing "Born In The U.S.A.),

and the artist's writing has
likewise become fast, ragged and

bleak. Titles like "Love In A
Faithless Jountry", "Walking
Through A Wasted Land", "Ghosts

In The Wind" all lend impressions
of irreversable desolatione.

There's only one duff track, an
out of tune rock'n'roll excursion
"Little Blue Number" which pales
beside the other cuts. This
album's fierce, even political
"Heads are Going to roll someday,
If we ever get this yolk from our
backs". Traces of early work
resurface in "Love in a Iaithless
Country" a modern "Night Comes In",
"Walking Through a Wasted Land",
"At The %nd of the Rainbow", but
you can look too deeply into that.
My stand out was "You Don't ‘Say"

a musical question and answer,

RECORDREVIEWSRECORDREVIEWSRECO

which romps along, Simon Nicol
sounding all the earth like a
British Roger lMcGuinn,

To conclude, simply because this
is Richard Thompson you should
own it, the name is the seal of
approval,

Simon Jones,

THE TELHAM TIHKERS ERON 031

"Hot in Alice Springs"

No it isn't a misprint at the
heading of this review = it really
ig "Telham' - which is in Kent,

not Lancashire, thour~h what on
earth Alice Springs has to do with
any of it I can't begin to imagine!
This gang of five lads. based in
Hastings are obviously popular in
that part of the world as this is
their 3rd album, Their popularity
is well Justified, I would susggest,
if this album is anything to go

by; not because it is particularly
outstanding or even that the
material is overwhelmingly original
but because it is simply
competently performed folk music.
They are as good, and perhaps a
little more polished, than any
experienced residents of a well
established folk club.

Noteable tracks include the
instrumentals, especially 'Mairead
NiDhalaigh' a lovely air written
by sroup member Russ Haywood and
named after his wife, I also liked
Dave Paskett's "I Could Not Take
My Eyes Off ller" which was new to
me and their version of "Willie

of Winsbury" which was not. Only
one gripe - I wasn't overjoyed
with their treatment of "Carrick-
fergus" - it wasn't bad but I've
heard better that's all. I'm glad,
too, they have included Roger
Watson's “Dawn Chorus" - a haunting
gsong and sensitively performed.

I don't think the Telham Tinkers
are likely to become Englands No.1l
folk group but if you want a wide
selection of songs and tunes,
honestly played and suns in good
harmony that are easy on the ear
then they will fulfill your needs
adequately.

Derek Gifford.

THE KIPFER FAMILY
Dambuster DAROOS

To the collector of song & tradition,
“ast anglia has always represented one of
the great challenges.Many pilgrims have
beaten their tape recorders & torn their
manuscripts as they failed to persuade
local characters to divulge their version
of "Farmers' Boy".

taince Time Immoral'

Those who persevere are rewarded with
treasure beyond storeswitness for example
Peter Bellamy/Walter Pardon and John
Howson/Ted Chaplin,Reg Reeder etc.To this
small but honoured band add the names of
Dick Nudds & Chris Sugden.These two have
cultivated a family from KE Norfolk &
have have gleaned a wealth of material,
often mentioned in collecting circles,but
never before found.

The contents give,as one might expect a
pictube of 1life in rural England; through
sports & pastimes("The Cricket Match",
"Dido,ido"),sociological structure &
change ("4 Lightweight Dirge",The Female
Highwayman") to what I consider the finest
sxanple of what may be called the 'honing'
orocess(The whistling Wonologue").This
usually hapvens when singers forget words
& are forced to improvise between ths ones
they remember,Henry & Sid have attained
the highest,most refined form of honing
when the pure melodicism overcomes the
need for lyrics-an Olympian achievement.

Sometime ago I reviewed a record of country
poens and commented that the earthiness

of rural life was missing.Not so with these
songs; the two collectors have remained

true to their sources and have not
"Whitehoused" any ol the material.

The sleeve notes are exemplary,the design
delightfully in keeping with the contents
of the record.We are indebted to Mr.
Digance for recording these hitherto un-
known guardians of songsto lessrs Nudds
and Sugden for their patience,dilligence
and obvious fidelity towards their sources.
Finally to the Kipper Family for allowing
public access to their collection.
I have now played the record to many
people,very few of them with any folk
backgound,and they all enjoyed and been
entertained by it.Hopefully,we will sooL
be privileged to peep once more through
the cottage door in Trunch,there to see
and hear this most accomplished of
singing familiess: The Kippers

Lan #oods
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"Tn Greewood Shades"
GVR 229

A check through the sleeve notes,and
there's an immediate sense of promise;
Len & Barbara have selected songs from
the manusoripts of Alfred Williams'
collection in Swindon Library.The songs
are from such well-known Oxfordshire
villages as Grsfton,Aston,Eynsham,
Bampton,Taynton,Filkins and Stanton
Harcourt.

THE PORTWAY PEDLARS
(Len & Barbara Berry)

To a great extent,this promise is ful-
filled.The record is full of wholesome
Cotswold material and is a fair cross-—
section of Williams® work in the area,
but the performance is unfortunately
not always equal to the material.

Both #heir voices are strong and subtle
with,in Barbara's case an appropriate
rural roundness.(She was born in
Headington).However with each suceed-
ing track her accordian accompaniment
begins to sound more and more laboured,
while the songs are delivered with a
regular carefulness that belies the
essential emotion they contain.The
boastful songs 'Long-tailed Blue','The
Girls of Oxfordshire' and ' Jolly Fellows
that Follow the Plough' lack boasfulness,
while 'When I was a Maid' and ' Grandma's
Advice' only almost capture a ditty's
jokey delightfulness.There is a growing
feeling that everything is being sung

in the same time signature.Alfred Will-
jams did not spend time noting down
tunes,but it is difficult %o imagine

that different songs were all sung at
the same metrondmic rhythm by a variety
of singers.iihere no suitable tunes were
available grom other sources,Barbara

has created some excellent and approp-—
rite melodies.

This is a record worth owning for the
songs alone.Although Len & Barbara
obviously share a Jjoyful and personal
jnvolvement with the song and music of
this area,this emotion dpes not shine
through strongly enough in their delivery
of ite

Geoff Bibby

EAGLT £ CHILL ®CLIK CLUB, SILL WG
Club Tape

C

Ly

Features: Caucht on the 'io}, -
o R B =
S5

ir
a~Brac, Tuartz, and 'Leac ~INRETS
Eccles",

H

T have two nroblems with this tape:
one is technical, the other musical.
T+ scems to have heen recorded with

a sinele micronhene wvhich has led to
halance and volume nro-lems., The
hest tracks technically are of Pete
Eeeles! fluent solo ragtime cuitar,
and these are also louder than any of
the croups. The sroups! tracks seon
to have halance nroblems,

These technical details feed into the
musical nrobless. This is egsentially
a recordine of a club set but wi ficut
an audience. Compared with a profess—
jonal recordins it is under-nolishe:,
with occasional errors that would be
acceptablc live hut irritate on
repeated hearinc, Hore irmportantly,
the lack of audience has left them
sounding slicatdy cx-oged and nervoeus
and or some tracks a siizht loss in
tepro sives a more nedestrian sound
than nermal,

‘Causht on the Jop include & new female

lead I haven't heard previcusly, and

give a pood facsimile of their club

act. I Tound ‘ric-a-Brac's vocal
harmoniecs slichtly suspect on ' Chan
darbour! but their version oi 'Song for
Treland! is excellert, uartz are
weakest in 'dard Times', where Peter's
bass secms to have got lost but excell -
ent ir cne of their liehter sequences
170ckall/Eddistone Lieht!, lLon't be
~ut of f hwy these comments - it is a
acod of fort and a fair record of a good

cluh,
Tan 'ells

GEQOFF CRIPPS & LOUISA RUGG
HIcarus" Steam Pie SPR 1003

It is rather peculiar how often a
series of co-incedences present
themselves to form persectives
which might otherwise have been
based on misconceptions or even
total ignorancessself all that
sounds a bit muddled and heavy
going then it adequately reflects
the nature of this recording.

Let me elucidate; Geoff Cripps has
been on the Welsh folk scene for

a long, long time and Louisa Rugg
is a relative newcomer to folk
music. Geoffs background is with
various groups and is biased
towards traditional material while
Louisa comes from a choral back-

> J

SING FOR ETHIOPIA
o/

ENBRISK FOLY ,
p o
59.8.9°
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ground with. a voice more suited to HYraTi!™ "HITTAKT nTake Her “Ath dcart”
contemporary songs. Put them BIN 331

together add overpowering guitar
and keyboard accompaniments, a not
very (technically) well balanced
reeording and the anonimity of a
reeord package (well produced
Bruegel painting on the sleeve,
nice photo's of the performers,
press release, etc.) and you might
well file away Geoff Cripps and
Louisa Rugg forgetting all about
them or mayhe even fob them off

as a folk club raffle prize!
Frankly, this album is bland - it
requires spice, or at the very
least seasoninge.

That might have been all I would
have said but for those
coincedences I mentioned at the
begining. Again, let me explain -
when the Editor gave me this album
for review I knew not of either
Geoff or Louisa - and it seens
neither had my ‘folky' friends.
However they were billed to

appear at Poynton Folk Festival
(that's Geoff and Louisa = not my
'*folky' friends) and I had the
pleasure of seeing them perform
live and to chat with them. Louisa
in fact has a super voice and

once she gets rid of that false
'mid-atlantic' accent could make

even Fiona Simpson sound less
impressive. Geoff plays such a
variety of guitar and keyboard

styles so well that his effectiveness
is spoiled only by the imbalance

of this recording which is not
apparent in their live performances.

The other coincidence is that
while I wrote the draft of this
review I had listening with me an
Irish traditional singer and
mysician who added a comment that
aptly sums up these two -'they
haven't decided whether they are
contmporary, traditional, folk,
rock, cabaret or none of these!'
I am sure that once they have
decided on a format - whatever it
nay be - they will produce a
professional and pleasing sound,
but until they do, don't Judge
them on this record - go and see
their live performances instead,.

28 Derek Giffords.

“hen T mertioned to a male Tollky that I
had just interv: ewes deather (for an-
other nublication), he said 'Lucky you!l'
Now, Yeather is certainly a lady rer-
former that male members of the audience
won't forset, but this record shiows how
much more there is to her thap her un-—
doubted attractiveness.

A1l the sorgs are self-penned, with just
one set to music (by Tony C1iff), and
this is orcouraging in itself for we
have far too few fervale sinﬂer/sonw—
writers. Several of the sonzs are about
love, whether beina in it, out of it, or
these painful halfway stages, and this
inevitably produces cernarisons with
Regie dardman, I find Hdeather's songs
more annronchable, less tied te the per-
sonal situation that produced tien, than
those of the redoubtable Ms, Hardman,
They are more omen to the listener and
less the clich® 'Ses the ex-lover, hear
the sons!,

The musicn' “irection an  accomnaniment
ig preciselv right for each aong, and
although the slceve credits 10 other
musicians plus a strine quartet, there
is never anv feel of over-lavish use of
supnertins instruments,

Undeubtedly tie hest sone is 'The (1d
Man's Dream!, -hiich 2ets to a universal
wish, to rotirn t¢ the scenes of hapny
childhood, even theu~t it is based
firmlv on a far from nleasant real
human experience,

A1thench this recerd uses lots of
suprort, eather can produce a similar
effect live with just her excellent
veice and very nice cuitar technigue.
I would comparc her with Peter sond in
her apnreach te tie folk scene, in her
hest songs, and in her liking for
anaerans - take arether look at the
titlel

1

Tan Wells
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