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Gocd Evening Music Lovers,

As you would expecit, we have
ensured exclusive and extensive
coverage of The Royal Wedding for
you in this isasue. Gossip John,
our man under the tabls, dishes
the dirt and dirties the dishes,
while society lensman F.Stop
Fitzgerald provided the eandid
photosg,

Other contributions inglude
another searching ingight into the
human condition gourtesy of
Simon Jones, in a session with
Yorkist rogue-folkers Malcolm's
Interview. Ian Wells produces a
welter of live reviews and a
relevant rant, while we welcome
2 new contributor in Lyndon Hoon,
who profiles latest blues
gensation Robert Cray.

As usual, getting dates off some
organisers was like drawing
teethy, mo, with the power-crazy
recklessness born of only being
editor for one isaue, I have

left GAPS where appropriate.
Please smend your hate mail to the

OUT & ABOUT .veoocoee
CLUB NEWS covcucsss

ce 3 INTERVIEW .o.eeeee 10/11
ves A4 GOSSIP JOHN eovees 12

organigers, HOT Nigel or nme.

A quick round of thanks and I'm
doms. For typing and assistant
editing, Angela Forkim. For
typing under extreme pressure,
Janet Hale and Margaret Marsden,
For dates and distribution, Phi1l
Capper and Ian Wells. For the
cover, Dave Hurgt.

Best Wishes to Nigel and Jean,

" N . . FOLK PROGHAWWGES QN WATIONAL AND LOCAL RADIQ
Nigel, your editorial chair :

awalts youl S ‘Folk Oun Two' BBC Radio 2 330z (90.2 VHF) Wedneaday 7.00-. #.30pn.

11,05=11.3%5am,
15,35~ 7.05pn.

*Lancaabire Drift' BBC R/Lancaskire 3551lm {(96.4 VHF) Sunday

Manthly, second Sunday rapaatmf Tueaday

*Folk Scena' BBC R/Marasyside 202m (95.8 VEF) Tuesday
repeat - Sunday

3.90- 7,00pm,
3,30~ 9.00pm.
“'Folk Like Ua' BBC R/Manghoater 206m {95.1 VHF)  Sunday

repeat - Honday

5.15- 6.15pm.
7,00~ 8,00pm.

ROMILEY FPORUM, COMPSTALL HOAD, ROKILEY, Oaturday
20th SEPTEMBER at 8 p.m.. Tickets » 50 and 50p
for OAPa, ghildren and UB40a, JBox Office 061-
430-6570, -

7 On September 5th the BQTEY FOLK CLUB pressnt
‘Mfinger atyle gujitarist® DUCK BAKER in the
Cawbridge Bar of SOUTHRPORYD ATS CENTHE. Ticketa

‘are available fyom thyg Box Office ai 2,
Further details availahle from Southport 67852, . .

THZ REMOULD THEATRE will be performing “THE

NORTHERN 'TRAWL" in the N.W. from NOVEMBER 10TH.

They appear in FLEETWOOD, SHEVINGTON, LANCASTER,

BURNLEY and SALFORD, Datails from NORTH WEST ARTS

061-228=-3062,

Still on Merseyside and the flowing rhetoric of
CLIVE POWNCEBY. “Folk on Merseyside = the
8plendid body thpt browght you the thrae
Liverpool Folk Fgstivals in the early 1980s
livea and breathgs, and still asisages ihe
ovcasnional event am wgll as promoting ita
highly succesaful Hoaud~Shows. They have a
CEILIDH planned at LIVYXRPOOL'S IRISH CENTRE on
' friday, OCTOBER 8th, with an ell-atar, but
seocret, line-up palling itself the COSMOPOLITAN
BAND. Ildicensed bar, of couras, and the usyal
8p.m. gtart, Tigkets, modestly priced at F1.50,
are on sa&le and gan be had from CLIVE POWNCEBY,
who will also ba pleasyd to give mors information
on Folk On Merseyside and ii's aims. GContast
CLIVE on 051-924=5078 on those rare occasions
when hs's in, or on 05}-206-9955 duvring the day.®

FOLX ROOTS ocelsbrated its firat birthday in Juna.

I? you a’e unable to obtain & copy from yqur local
newangent, a 12 lasaue avbascription ceats £14.40

from FOLK ROOTS, P.O.Boz 73, Farnham, Surrey, GUS 7U¥
Cheques,/P.0, payabla 1o Southern Rag Lid.,

Dancera and musiciane may be interssted in
"THE COMPLETE COUNTRY DANCE TUNES FROM PLAYFORD'S

DANCING MASTER" adited b{ JEREMY BARLOW and
published by FABER MUSIC LTD., at f13.

Pormer WIGAN FOLK CLUB prganiser KEITH ROBERTS had
his mecond childreun's book "BINGO BONES AND THE
FUHRRY CUBE* published by HODDER & STOUGHTON in
their BROCK RED gevies  (ISBN O 340 38830 4) on
AUGUST %8th priced at £4.95, IZf thera aren't too
maay big worda, Gogsip John will raview it in the

CLUB CALENDER,. !
LETTERS eocsooo .

NORTH WEST ARTS have organised a taur by THE
OYSTER BAND for Autumn, and you can cabtch them
" at the following venusss CHARTER THEATRE,
PRESTON, Tuesday 16th SEPTEMBER at 8 p.m..

CLUB OF THE MONTH .... 5 SONG OF THE MONTH. 13 FESTIVAL®'S esee Tickgts aveilshle from Box 0ffice Tels 0772 5835 next editiom of the Newnlotter.
are fZ. and fl. copQasmions ] :
- UGk40'p, OAR d child + HOWARD ARUS, DARK 3 5 ] JNOARTAN FOLK ENSEMBLE
INTERVIEW ccvcvccoccse 6/7 CHAIRMAN'S RANT .. 14 RECORD REVIEWS,. L:Ng,;gﬂmzxflzg-%o%nsr:ﬁggnugahl;;u szp:ggiafﬁa z;;ﬁ:si:nt:ffﬂ&&;‘_ﬂglgh o A TEVBEN PESTIVAL on
. a - Pelle icketa (2. aa . cong ard.
BROADFOLK s..00000000s 8 RISE UP, OLD HORSE 15 CLUB LIST eocse from Amenitien Nepi., 'Union Street Baths, Chorleys | o0 ooor B

~ Tels 02572 65611 and The Musis Cellar, Chapal
Street, Chorley. KEITHLEY GREE¥ SOCIAL CLUB,
KASSEY STREET, BURNLEY, Thursday 18th SEPTEMBER
at 7.30 p.m, Ticketa {2 and f1 for pensionera,
“students and UB40s from Mid-Pennine Arta
Aswogiation, Tel: 0282 29513 and Burnley

. Becrsation and Loinure Department 0282 85411,

- 'PARR HALL WARRINGTON, Fridey 19th SEPTEMBER &t
7.45 pem., Tickets (2 and #1.50 atudenta and

Finally, Saturday 25th OCTOBER will be the

SECOND GREAT SWINTON FOLK DAY with Concerta,
¢eilldha, Singarocunds, Irish Sessiona, Horria

Dancs, Craft Feir and Kids activitiss based at

the LANCASTRIAN HALL and the WHIYE LION,

Artists appearing includes CILLA FISHER AND ARTIE
TREZISE, THE WILSON FAMILY, STANLEY ACCRINQTOH and,
sakivg & welgome retura after illneas, TAFYY THOMAS,.

Tk VIEWS EXPRESSED IN
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE HOT |
NECUSSARILY THOSE OF
THE EDITOR OR OF THE
FEDERATION,

EDITORIAL ADDRESS:
38, Bramgcote Avenue,
Ialands Brow,
S5t. Heleas,
Hormeymide, WAll 9JQ

0APs’ from Box Office Tel: 0925 34938,

THE EDITOR ACCEPTS KO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS CLAIMED T
BE ORIGINAL,OR FOR ANY
INACCURACIES HEREIN.
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PANDS — SINGERS — CALLERS CLUBS - FESTIVALS ~MAGAZINES

Are you sure you don't need to
otfvertiss in

e

DIRECTORY

Make it easier for clubs and
festival organisars 1a contact youl
Write now ta: Folk Directory, The
Knowle, Sidmouth EX10 BHL for
details of classitied ads from £4
and display ads from £20.

GOPY DATE 301h SEPTEMBER
PUBLISHED IN DECEMBER

Maks sure you get your
FREE ENTRY

DIRECTORY

Writa now for an entry form to;
Folk Qirectory, Tha Knowls,
Sidmouth EXI0 8HL..

COPY DATE 3(0th SEPTEMBER -
PUBLISHED IN DECEMBER i

Looking back through past Hewsletters
and reading the competent accounts of
various club's histories I find myself
wondering what on earth can I say about
a club that has been in existence for
less than twelve months,

Hindley folk club launched itself on

OQur audience varies from twenty to foriy
or 30 and tend to be fairly traditional
as far as guests go, but having said
that, on singer's nights we get a wide
variety of performers from traditicnal
unaccompanied, through contemporary self
penned, to alternative comedians,
Everyone is always made welcome and given

the poor unsuspeciing people of the town an attentive and appreciative hearing.
at the end of September 1985 with a sort
of free for all singer's night. We were
fortunate enough to have some good local
singers who had supported us at the
Belle Green folk club, Ince, which we
had taken over from Calico and run for
a year, (After a change of licensee and
various other contributary factors we
threw in the towel and moved to the
Worthington Hotel in our own town),

One legacy we have from the Belle Green
folk club is our annusl Songwriting
Contest. This seems.to go from strength
each year, and this year our large room
was packed to capacity and we overflowed
to the public bar. We have a smashing
licensee who not only meade a video of the
night but piped it live to the T.V. in
the public bar.Redic Manchester recordasd
the night and six songs have alrsady

For the first two or three months we gone out with more to follow.
booked good local artiasts like Quartz
and Caught On The Hop who gave us
tremendous support; and the inimitable
John Howarth for whom we have a great
affection and admiration and who gave
us 50 much encouragement,

Our inaugural season finished with a
charity night to raise funds for
specially adapted wheelchairs and sports
equipment for ocur local school for the
physically handicapped.FNo we didmn't book
sny "Big Names" = no offence Dersk =

Huzzah! Huzzah! Let jpy Abound, the One or two advance noticess—

Federation can boast & pew and very welcome

l::msmii ﬁameéy ’i‘:a !ilfluia uni g;uzd;a;t Doacenbar: The ciub did start with two resident our resgidents ran the night, and we unaged
ghu un by e likes o v : i
Tony Gil’:bona, Dave Godden and Chria Lc:cko. 21 O‘Tﬁt?r B&nd. Eegle And Child groups but we are now down to one. our regular hard working floor aingers
It'a a fine club and well worth vieit. § Umrtio Carthy  Packhorae Penny Gate is basically a duo-myself, for the first half., Then we brought out

e dates pages for gu etuila, i -

6 peg guep : :cmn::t EW:f“* Kath, and my husband Paul. Sometimes the big guns - Judith and Pete from

; ; osmothaka orkies . .
Tos Honorote oreb 1o bobeset poreiie aeayh of Gr: /e linter Ty we expand to a trio with our daughter Quartz and a final amazing half hour
exaggorated. Itm alive and vell and being 1o mwin“mra Tute Judith, on recorder and then often we from Derek Gifford. We handed over £120
run by John Cole and Psete R, der. HRiog . .
Pote on Bolton 47190 for detallm. 3 Martin Garthy  White Swen ;E:liig:azzezwziizgsiziﬁzdgb{tM:rv and everyone had a thoroughly good night.

: 1 » u a L]
. : 1?7 HRed Shift White Swan

On the gloomy aide, the Golden Lion at .
Bainford has closed after 15 years. I had: 10  Whippersnapper  Whitehaven There are always at least two of us I sincerely hope that we have entertained
soma of my firat folk nights thers - svaen ? Strewhead . Bothy around somewhere_! our audiences well enough for them to

taking the wife there on our first date,.

{AMLAAH).  Tragic, come back for more when we re-open sl

the end of August. If you have a free
night one Tuesday and can find Hindley,

We have a nucleus of local singers on

More from Southport Theatre, Forthcoming whom we rely and who I would like to

Mid Wesat Arts are running a apecial eveat
attractions includes-

at Enfield Wharf, Blackburn Road,

gi:,:::n;}l;:;:og:: fszh;};; 2323: E:gni:;;;d- Nov. 2 Furay's and Davy Arthur m?ntion and thank- Ian HOI‘nby. Terry we are on the main road in the Worthington
’

will entertein and free canal ridea are Hov, 22  Richard Digance 0 Leary’ Derek HO]'land’ Theresa Tooley, Hotel, Market 8t.

available, It*a all happening on Dec, 6 Houghton Weavora and Steve and Cath Eckersley for all

September i8th,

their invaluable help. You will find a welcome whether you be

a performer or listener. After all which
other club can boast the Federation
Singing Treasurer? That must be worth a
visit = you can always kill two birds
with one stone and pay your club's

outstanding bills=,
Kath Holden,

Why_not SUBSCGRIBE

T0_THE NEWSLETPER £O BE SURE OF A REGULAR COPY ?

We are in an area where folk clubs are
feirly thick on the ground. A couple of
them are thriving weekend c¢lube that are
able to book the national guesis; another
runs almost exclusively as a singer's
club so we are trying to fill the middle
gap. At the moment we r™un on a weekly
basis with a guest every third week or so.

To subscribe,please seni the form below with your remittance to the address

showns (I you prefer not to cut your dopy,send details on plain paper)

Flease send me & copy ¢f the Newsletter each time it Ls published § I have enclosed N
2 ehoyue for 22.50,mads payable to N.d.F.F.C, i
f understynd tais covers 5 issues over a one-year periad,

Send your form & remlftance to 3

Wy
BUNE  ssaasinrersrrsarrrcanssrvssnnny

Newalstter Sube.,
é,Burlington Hoad,
SOUTHFORT,

Meraeyside , PR8 4RX

AOITES3  sanevevvesaniiroatsarrrnny
tddsridrinpideunnrrratrenn
RN Y TR RN R

ArreiBer et sreandrsvrrarse




SIMON J¢

Raw, loud, fierce and turning the trad—
ition upside down as well as inside out,
MALCOLM'S INTERVIEW are probably one of
the liveliest things to happen to folk
music in years, The Newsletter despate
ched SIMON JONES, (who else) to get the
low down,

‘Now look, remain calm, will you? But I'm
beyond the bounds of the north west for
this job, truth to tell, those of you
who live in Lancashire will probably
hiss when I tell you that Malcolm's Int-
erview are from Yorkshire, But come on,
be reasonable, and put your prejudice
aside, Look at it calmly and rationally
and listen, The Interview were raised
with the idea of marrying the rock of
the 1980s with the folk influence, To
achieve their ends they go to any length,
They are, as they point out, a rock band
working with ethnic¢ ribbong in the music,
The ma jority of the members have zero
folk background and know very little
about the comings and goings of the roots
business, and its partly this lack of
preconceived notions that makes them so
refreshing,

"My Dad used to run a folk club," guit=
arist Jon Townend admits, "but at the
time I was intec very short haircuts and
punk. T used to write the most terri-
ble rubbish and play it at the club,
The audience sat there and listened to
the stuff and clapped, I thought
'Hello, I'm on to sometl.ing here!, T
then joined a new wave band and it was
n't until I went to college and met
Martin Appleby, our ex bhass player,
that I started going to the clubs apain,

Townend. and Apvleby worked through a
variety of personrel until they hit on
a stable enough line up which could get
out and record sorething, They had a
mediaeval horn and woodwind section at
one stage, which proved too top heavy,
and also an electric fiddler who de-
rarted when they decided they weren't
modern encugh.. Evolvine the modern
sound they wanted involved stripping
the band down to a basic, drums, bass,
guitar and keyboards, with vocals,
Josie Swiss, who wandered into Malcolm's
from a close harmony cheir, explains a
- bit more. "We decided that we wanted
to try and bring a Talking Heads type
aprroach to bear, a sort of art folk

TATKLES ocee

rock. The way we do things is still Ene-
lish, though, I think T sing in an Engl-
ish voice, I can't help it, there's no
way I'd do what half the rock scene does,
and that's sing in an assumed way to
conform to a given style,"

Along with drummer Dave Allen and keve.
boardist Frank Swales, Townend, Swiss
and Appleby stuck out a splendid 12 inch
EP on their own Eges Will Walk label,
It got the general thumbs up from the
alternative Yorkshire rock press, and I
was right chuffed with it too, Buried
on there you'll find the most left of
field version of "The Cruel Mother" you
're likely to hear, Josie growls and
rants the tale of phostly vengeance
over a barrage of jarring guitars and
bass while the drums pound a bleak
solid backdrop,

"We do a few traditional songs in the
set,” Jon ccnfides, "on an earlier tape
release we covered 'Sir Patrick Spens!',
though I don't think that anvone could
accuse us of .doing straight versions
copied from Fairport or Steeleye Span
records, We generally take the tradite
ional lyric apart, write a tune to suit
and then stick back the words we think
would go, .. .

The results of this healthy philosophy
are startling, invigorating and ne _
matter what anvone may say about having
respect for the tradition, they're damn
exciting. It's no wonder that a couple
of years ago, when I first causht up

with them, they'd got most of the venues
in their native York sewn up and convert-
ed. They've never played a folk club,
yet have probably reached twice as many
people by sticking to discos (yes, discos)
and rock venues, The record sold out
rapidly about a year ago and John Peel
played the disc to an insomniac late
night Radio One audience,

"We got distribution via the Cartel and
before we knew where we were, there were
less than a hundred left, Actually I
was quite pleased with the way that our
own songs came out too," Jon considers,

Townend's 1ilting style in its early _
form was very heavily laden with Richard
Thompson influences, it's a point he's
not too happy with, but one he concedes,
Later on, though, his writing tock on a

style all its own, and a style which has
become the ready sound of Malcolm's.
His.bleak, sparse, echoing compositions
litter the band's repertoire, and are
hest exemplified by the stirring "why
Don't You Listen?" from the EP,

"I was very pleased with that," he con-
cedes, "it's come out very heavily at-
mospheric and it's meant to be a cry of
anger, Somebody who wants to be heard
and no-one takes notice at all,”

Latterly they played the Theakstons!
extravgganza with Jethro Tull and Steel
eye Span, where they got the chance to
put their sound through a massive fest-
ival PA, and they will tell you now,
some twelve months later, it was a hell
of an experience, Yet, despite interest
from major labels, no-one has the guts
to put their money up front and sign the
band, Chrysalis were making noises, but
vanished, As they say, they're used to
people saying they'll do the band all
sorts of favours and never deliverine,
it's just part of the rock circus,

Recently in Manchester thev recorded a
session for Andy Kershaw, which he's
yet to use, but is a corker, I know,
I've heard it, Again, it has a full

range of Townend compositions, more

mature than the last time he was let
into the studio, and benefitting from
the driving dobro of guest player Bob
Greenwood, The cutting track of the
session though, is a biting rendition
of "Young Waters", a strangulated
Townend vocal over a haunting bass drums
back cloth, and swathed about in spacey
synth, it's the most chilling and app-
ropriate setting of a traditional song
I've heard this year,

"I like it too," Jon agrees, "though
some people have said I'm trying for a
Scottish sound on there, I'm actually
singing as close as I can to east
Yorkshire,"

The session proved to be the last bow
that Martin Appleby made with Malcolm's
and he jumped ship shortly afterward,
though he and Jon still operate round
the folk scene as an electric duo. So
what exactly did the future hold for the
Interview? :

"We're up to big things, We found a
replacement bass player who says he's
into the Sex Pistols and Ewan MacColl,

nterview

which is great, There's also a strong
possibility of us adding a female acc-
ordion player, we think she's hot and
she can help out on the harmony vocals,
And also there's a planned single in
the autumn, with one of my songs on the
A side and a Ewan MacColl song on the
flip," Jon expounds at length,

Same people might savy you're not all
that folky, though.

"No, I suppose we aren't, we don't
really want to be known as a folk group
because that eliminates half your pot-
ential audience straight away," Josie,
"But it's in there no matter how we try
to disguise it, the folk roots will alw
ways show through, That's not something
we would want to hide anyway," Jon,

All it'll take is some &ndependent mind-
ed and enterprising label to come along
and Malcolm's Interview could be set
fair, Lord knows they've got the potent-
ial if any have, Their live whow is an
exhilirating, and can be a draining,
evening, a rock solid pounding rhythm
section, wrap around keyboards, a

demon guitarist and songwriter fronted
up by a singer who sounds like Toyah
Wilcox meets Kate Bush and rubs up
against Sandy Denny, sounds wacky and
wonderful, doesn't it? You het it does
and is,

No longer wet behind the ears, thig band
is capable of making a big splash,
Watch out, and let's hope we pet soaked.




BROADFOLK

Once again only radio gave us folk music as
music, while TV put out documentaries,
mostly on American themes, or permitted
folk musicians to record some background
music. The exception was a couple of
programmes on Channel 4 called The Future
of Things Past. These looked at genuine
surviving folk customs across the UK and
used the associated music. The tone of the
programmes was rather detached and the
part the music plays was hardly touched on,

BBC1 gets an entry by putting out D A
Pennebaker's 1965 film on Dylan, Don't Look
Back, for the singers' 45th birthday. It went
out under the Omnibus label and with a
description of it as 'a seminal rock
documentary'. C4 has also been buying in
documentaries from the States and letting
them creep out at insomniac times. First
was a 1977 tribute to the then 76 year dld
Malvina Reynolds (of Little Boxes fame),
then a 1986 tribute to Paul Robeson. This
concentrated on his political struggle for
black rights, oddly enough mostly commented
on by white leftwingers, but the show was
stolen by the scratchy, grainy B&W footage
of the man himself. It was worth watching
Just to hear him singing Going Home, or,
hand cupped to ear, Joe Hill. "I never died,
said he" is as accurate an epitaph for
Robeson as for Hill,

That links us to the most interesting one: a
1979 film on The Wobblies. The International
Workers of the World, to give them their
Sunday name, were the nearest thing to real
left wing activists that the United States has
ever seen. Joe Hill wa one of their early
organisers and the movement believed in the
power of song. It was Joe Hill who, finding
some local administrations were promoting
the Salvation Army as an opium for the
people, promptly rewrote a gospel song into
'Pie in the Sky When You Die'. The
producers had found survivors from some of
the branches and they cheerfully refought
their battles, one couple standing in front of
the now defunct silk mill and singing a
Wobbly song. They had also found Utah
Philips, the only survivor of the period nct
to be captioned with his former trade
(lumberjack) but as a folk singer. He
explained the importance of the Little Red
Song Book and sang a lumberjack shanty.
Many more songs were sung during the 100
minute film, mostly by a sort of falk choir
to plano accompaniment. The film was made
by the US National Foundation for the
Humanities. Where is there an equivalent for
the British story?

—

BBC (Midlands) had shown a half hour
programme featuring Johnny Coppin's settings
of the poets of Gloucestershire. BBC2 picked
it up but put it out in the very early
evening of the Royal Wedding Day, without
any publicity, thus ensuring minimum
audiences. No doubt this will become ancther
example to quote back at us when we
complain about lack of folk music related
program mes,

Glimpses and background music include:
BBC2's documentary on The Falls Road had
pub sessions and the McPeak family; Paul &
Linda Adams provided appropriate sounds for
C4's Sheepman of Ennerdale; Mick (Calennig)
Tems played focsle concertina under the
titles of BBC Wales' Trade Winds, which
recalled the heyday of ship building in
Porthmadog. .

Radio provided some interesting moments,
including the revived Fo2. Our own Tony
Gibbons appeared briefly, supporting Sara &
Ellie, and a letter by Shay Black was read
out. While Jim took a holiday, guest
presenters were Harvey Andrews and Isla St
Clair, with Harvey sounding more assured in
this role. The following slot transmogrified
from Scrumpy Song into Folk Roots, which
was not quite a rerun of Country Meets Folk
(as the involvement of Tan Grant as producer
might have lead you to expect) but an
intelligent investigation of the links both
ways across the Atlantic. Even Colin Irwin
sounded good in 75 second bursts - pity that
he tums into a cliche music jourmo when you
give him 1500 words. He will be followed by
a Scottish dance band series from Aberdeen
and The Spinners are somewhere in the

pipeline.
Radio 4 produced two gems. Jake Thackray

appeared on a non-studio version of Start the.

Week from Scarborough, and rounded on
Laurie Taylor, the presenter, when he made
a dglighting comment about folkclubs. Jake
produced a robust defence of the falk club
and said he preferred singing there. Woman's
Hour did a short profile of June Tabor, even
using a snatch of her singing as the
program me trail.

They included generous
extracts from While Gamekeepers Lie
Sleeping, Bogle's The Band Played Waltzing
Matilda, and Bill Caddick's The Barmaid's
Song. She commented that the latter was a
remarkable statement of women's condition,
even though written by a man. She also
mentioned the importance of practising not
only for the tune but for 'the silence -
which 'is just as important as the notes
around it'.

Back to late night TV for Folkear's Failed
Floorsinger award, which goes to the The
Rovers, who held several dire parties after
midnight. For the same programme, the
Cloth Ears award goes jointly to the
Ulster/Canadian team who made it, and
Granada for buying it. I refuse to try to
describe it - it made me feel ill and it's
very difficult to clean keyboards, but put it
this way: if they started to sing in a pub I
was in, I'd certainly change bars and
probably pubs; anyone who booked them
wouldn't know how to keep beer either.

FOLKEAR

BURY METRO ARTS ASSOCIATION presents
at the DERBY HALL, MARKET ST., BURY

_PYEWACKEIT in conoert |
supported by ANDREW JOHN & LISSA

Tues. 30th. Sept. at T.350p.m.
Tickets £2.75/£2.25 concessions

Joint promotion with Bury Folk Club

and the
NEW MEXBOROUGH ENGLISH CONCERTINA QUARTET

Fri, 17th. Oct. at 8p.m.
Tickets £2.25/£1.75 concessions

Joint premetien with EFDSS Manchestex

Concessionary rates apply to students, QAPs,
UB40s, members of promoting bodies and to-
party bookings of 10 or more persons.

061-761 2216, l0a.m.-4p.m. ex. Tues.

L R ————
| MAGIC ON

12 - STRINGS

One of the most exciting
guitarists on the folk scene.

& For an excellent evening of

music and son%G
contact (0203)337289

new album

RWE f@s& 0R

TomLsE.

PETE DBAITY Roots Records(0203 711935 9




Sensation, ROBERT CRAY,

INTERVIEWED BY: Y RIDIORN RNOORN

Call me a jmded c¢ymnical hack,
but very few artistes that
come my way these days excite
me the way they uzmed to.

Last year ploughing through

a heast of uninspiring review
plattera, the album "Falae
Accusations" by a certain
Robert Cray caused a severse
shock to the aystem. In fact
the 'Doc' is still
recommending two plays a day.

Cray to my mind is the firast
genuine blues exponent that
truly belongs to the eightiesn.
Clean, economical playing,
understated solo’s, and no
need, Thank God, to resort to
the "Woke Up This Morning"
syadrome,

Although he formed hia band way
back in 1974 in Takoma, Washington,
along with bassist and co-writer
Richard Cousina, it's only the

last eighteen montha that have seen
any reward for the inceasant
touring around America's clubs and
bars,

The release of "Bad Influence", hia
debut L.P. for the Californian
label Hightone, set the ball
rolling. Cray's fresh permpective
to the blues won him many friends,
and a few awards too. Perhaps the
most satisfying accolade though
came from Albert King, who covered
the now reecognised classic
YPhoasbooth".

Suddenly the press boys are
clamouring to meet this ‘'new’
artiat, who's been on the scene
for smome eleven years, Overnight
he finda himaself playing to packed
houses., "We°ve had & whole lot of
coverage, and I'm thankful for it",
saya Cray. ™The success of ‘Bad
Influence' haa really enabled us
to broadea our horizona. I never
imagined we'd be playing Burope

or the Far East when I started

the band,"

Cray is not afraid to experiment
within the frame-work of the
blues, incorporating many different

influences., It's this faet more
than any other that has the
purists wringing their hands,
claiming he's bastardising the
genre, How does Robsrt react to
that?

"It's just stupid," he says
shaking his head. "I°m from a new
generation., I didn't have the
same lifestyle as Howlin' Wol?f or
Muddy Wateras so how can I sing
about the mame things they did?

My somgs relate to real 1life
situations, love and personal
thinga - that's what the blues are
about."”

Offatage Robert i a shy intro-
spective man, found oft in a quiet
cornar clutching a bottle of Remy
Martin, Onstage he's relaxed and
good humoured, and clearly enjoys
the interplay with his fellow
musiciana, Did they influence his
playing?

"Sure they do!”, exclaims Cray. _
"The only way to get the beast out
of yourself, is if the guys your
working with are happy too, That:
means getting them to express '
themeselves. I wouldn't be happy;
or interested in doing one
particular thing. 8 o what if 1t 8

got a funky beat to it, thims is
1986,"

Crays tunes are always accessible.
His vocal delivery putting one in
mind of those sixties stalwarts
Otis Reading and Bobbby Bland,
clearly reflecting the Goapel
influences of his childhood. "My
father loved Gospel musie", he
recalls, "As a Xid I couldn't
escape 1t, he was alwaysa playing
tapes of the Five Blind Boys, the
Dixie Hummingbirds, people like
that."

His message is ¢learly reaching a
new audience, who ordinarily
wouldn't give the blues a second
thought. "I think we're filling
a void left since the end of the
Stax period®, says Cray.

After many years of stagnation,
the blues needs people like Robert
Cray to inject some vitality into
the current sgene. It's
refreshing to see a younger
generation attend his concerts,
and discover that music has more
to offer than high living or a
drug problem,

¢ Enjoy lesding National snd Internatic
FOLK ENTERTAINERS an suramvs
open 7 p.m. for 8 p.m. {around £1).

Also

Sing-A-Longs with S;c4 Harrup
Mondays at 8.30 p.m. {Free)

Sing-A-Lengs with Bty Wakestield
Thursdayg. st 8.30 p.m.
plus Reguler Saturday Hos-Downs

Ruddles and Boddy's
‘and 2 dozen other ales

ALL AT PARK LANE, POYNTON,
(betissen Malectield & Foynton)

Tel: §76883 or 872628

ANGUS RUSSELL

It is with regret that we report
the death, on July 23rd, of Angus
Russell of Newcasgtletons Angus
was always to be found in the
singarounds he helped to run with
great enthusiasm at Poynton
Festivals.

Since his retirement he had taken
to visiting and performing in
clubs and feativals throughout
Britain, one of his last trips to
our area being to the Liverpool
Shanty Festival.

A1l who knew Angus will miss him,

his songs and his kilt and our
condolences ge to hisg family and
8e friends.

Pete Cleave.

ERIC BROCK

Everyone who has ever attended

~any of the Poynton Festivals,

will, I'm sure, be saddened to
learn of the death of Eric
Brocks Eriec had been synony-
mous wil} Poynton for longer
than most of us would care to
remember, snd his sad loss
willbe deeply felt,

Our sympathy goes to his wife,
Ann, his c¢hildren David, Anthony,
Cheryl and Heather,.

Editore




Gossip John's

The sun rose blood red over Henry Higginbottom’s
Pie and Peas Emporium. {Actually, it was Bernie
Forkin's eyes holding a dress rehearsal for the
morning after the St, Helens Day of Folk.) This was
a special day for Henry, Nigel’s Wedding Reception
was the biggest do he'd ever put on. It was a bit
posh too. He'd heard that the list of invitation
rejections ranged from such notables as H. M., Queen
and Family, M. Thatcher, N. Kinnock down to _
Bernie Forkin and the guy who used to clean the’
Folk Club urinals. As it turned out, suitable _
expenses were agreed at the last minute and Bernie
did make an appearance, albeit without his support -
that’s Caught on the Hop, not his truss, in cas
you're wondering!. :

Henry was putting the finishing touches to the dec- - .

orations, flags and bunting when he noticed his nei--
ghbour, Al Hart. Alf was aptly named as he suff--

ered from chronic stomach problems which caused

him to be a bit cantankerous and not the best person

to stand next to in a crowd. He was also a bit deaf,

Cheerfully, Henry asked “Are you putting up your
decorations today?’’ “Up yours too you bent b...."”"
Alf replied, but the rest of the sentence was lost in
the wind as Alf’s stomach roared into action, and
five passers by were hospitalised by the fumes,

What has this got to do with Nigel’s wedding you
might ask?. Not a lot, but it’s filled a bit of space.

Actuatly, Nigel's do wasn't a bad un |'m told by
peopie who survived. Rumour has it that Bernie
Forkin had a hangover for a week, Perhaps it was
caused by the bottle of wine he shared with Derek

- Gifford - Giff drank the wine and Bernie was hit on
the head with the bottle! Mention must be made at
this stage of the sartorial elegance of Derek Gifford,
resplendent in birthday suit and matching beard.
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To be honest, | was a little disappointed with the
meal, the french fires tasted just like chips to mel
Mind you, Henry Higginbottom's Pie and Peas Emp-
orium isn‘t the best place to hold a wedding reception
- how can the relatives have a good punch up when
there isn't room to swing a cat. Talking about cats
reminds me that there aren’t many to be found in
that area, and I'm sure there was black fur in my
chicken sandwich,

Incidentally, | hope Niget and Jean weren’t like the
Irish couple who sat up all their wedding night
waiting for the sexual relations to arrive.

Back io the reception. The wine flowed freely,
probably because all the botiles had been broken in
the fight that | promised Nigel | wouldn’t mention in
this report, but | hope that policeman’s black eye’s
healed by now. Soon the ale was running out, and

so were the guests five minutes later as Nigei lapsed
into a tuneless rendering of “Haul Away Joe"”,

We now came to the high spot of the afternoon as
bride and groom, together with all the guests stag-
gered or crawled drunkenly to Wigan Pier where the
Rovyal Yacht Britannia, hired for 25p a week by
Gossip John as a surprise wedding present, was
waiting to take the happy couple on their honey-
moon cruise down the Leeds - Liverpool Canal.
As they went on board, Derek Gifford lead a
rousing chorus of ‘'Heave Away My Johnnies””
and Gossip John, Bernie Forkin and the other
guests showered Nigel and Jean with used con
(Editor’s Note :- the rest of this word is oblit-
erated by a whiskey s{ain, but | presume it should
read ‘‘confetti”’}.

Finally, on a serious note, all of us who attended.
Nigei and Jean's Wedding had an enyoyable day,
an excellent meal and would like to thank them for
the invitation and wish them both every happiness
for the future.

THE HILLS

1 gaze from my window to the hills,
Remembering the days when our love was young.
Indestrucrible,

The tree, under which we first kissed,

A sentinel to guard that love

Forever.

Our spirits, together in the hills,
Frolic like spring lambs

In the morning sun.

Learning to kiss

Under the tree of love.

Then, the summer of our love,

Consummate in the warm afternoon sun,
Lying, loving, united ynder Heaven, on earth,
Until the chill autumn evening

Thar heralds the coming of wintey.

Darkness!

The night mists of winter descend,
Hiding us from our sentinel. -
Suddenly, you are gone. .
Repearedly, I call your name,

But all is silent and still

Dawn!

The mist clears,
Your spirit has flown
And our love is dead,

I gaze from my window to the hills.
Remembering. '

Dave Hurst
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As I write this people are rushing off to
summer festivals but by the time you read it
they will be coming back for the start of
the auvtumn season. A look at the club dates
list for the autumn reveals the usual mix of
confident and worried organisers (and the
omissions reveal the usual disorganised clubs).
The quality of the acts hooked makes me
even more annoyed than usual that folk
music does not get the recognition it
deserves outside the club/festival circuit.
However, things are looking up very slightly:
the Arts Council of Great Britain - or at
least it's music panel - has formally
recognised in principle the existence of folk
music and that it should support it. No

. money this year, of course, but the door is
-now ajar. I doubt if folkclubs will benefit
directly, but recognition of our music and
the consequent increase in public awareness,
however small, should produce some trickle
down effects.

[ TICKETS FROM PROBE RECORDS L POOL

# SKELETON RECORDS BIRKENHEAD: REACTION RECCRDS HEW BRIGHTON  j
BIRKENHEAD & WALLASEY CENTRAL LIBRARIES:BOX OFFICE -05I 647 3650 §
- HOR BY- POSRTOROBIN WILLIAMSON TICKETS.",.F 0. BOX-4 BIRKENHEAD
]  MERSEYSIDE {5 AE PLEASE) CHEQUES TO"ALBION FOLK CLUB ™

T by 1an Wells

I welcome Bernie to the editorial chair for
this issue, while Nigel gets used to being
married. Both Bernie and I would love to
have more people writing for the newsletter:
there is no magic circle, those of us who
get published are those wheo send thirgs in.
I yvour favourite club, festival, or artist,
your pet praise or carping criticism, can't be
found in this issue, it can be in the next: if
you write it out and send it in. Neither
Bernie nor I suffer from false modesty, but
we freely confess to ocne major failing - we
can't read minds, only manuscripts. We would
prefer reasonably grammatical articles, free -
from unspoken bias, and expressing a
carefully thought out point of view.
However, these are not inviolate rules, as
we've shown by publishing Simon Jones'
reviews¥ Put pen, pencil or crayon to paper
or borrow the home computer, but write
something and send it to us.

Ian Wells
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This year Hobgoblin is 10 years old and still going strong.
Our prices are keen, our experience shows, and we’ve
more stock than ever before.

MELODEONS & ACCORDIONS by Hohner, Castagnari, Gremlin,
Galotta, Paolo Soprani

Flatiron, Ozark, Musikalia
from £45 to £695
from £24 to £68

CONCERTINAS
BODHRANS

FIDDLES, HAMMERED DULCIMERS, RECORDERS
— AND MUCH MORE -

Send now for our free full colour folk instrument catalogue
listing around 500 instruments, plus accessories and music book
SEND S.AE. TO HOBGOBLIN MUSIC, 17 NORTHGATE PA_F(ADS
CRAWLEY, W. SUSSEX RH10 20T

(0293) 515858

MANDOLINS & BOUZOUKIS by Fylde, Kentucky, Dark Orchard, :

HARPS, IRISH PIPES, SMALLPIPES, BANJOS, FLUTES, BOMBARDES,  Pentangle and one or two lesser

Rise up,

TR . KR UL e e St o S B e e 7t S . L g i e e i et

1965 saw the debut of this album
and the beginings of what the posh
Suandays were to c¢all "Folk-Baroque",
My cousin had a copy and he
occamionally left off playing
“Bringing It All Back Home" . o
play it to me. I remained
uninpressed and a Beatlemaniac.
Twenty years on, one can see the
merita.

The album came about as a result
of several phenomenally well
received concerts by the duo at
Cecil Sharp House in 1964, Folk,
of one atyle or another, was doing
the business. What, with Dylan,
Baez, Donovan, Peter, Paul and
Mary, et al, 80 the fusion of
Davy's intricate guitar patterns
and Shirley®s plaintive voice was
seen as a herald of a new, more
experimental stage of Folk's
development.

Ecatatic reviews followed, with
Shirley s vocals on "Pretty Sara"
and "Nottamun Town", beth among
the best things she's ever done,
being singled out for particular
praise. So far, so good., And
yet...liaten to the album now,
and wonder whatever happened to
the style, the sound. Echoes of
the guitar work in the techniques
of Carthy and past Nic Jones,
certainly; but whither the general
feel, the raga-cum=-ragtims sound?

Although I know several critiecs
who consider that the beast we now
call Folk/Rock owes it's life to
this album, I beg to differ. This
8tyle reached it's zenith with

lights in the late sixties, and
even then it was on borrowed time.
The future belonged to Fairport,
Steeleye, Five Hand Reel, JSD Band
and their followers.

Not msurprisingly, the careers of
'th protangoniats never. looked
¢k after this collaboration.
Davy Greham produced W (were N is
ery large number indeed)

ums in hig self-ohseassed atyle
fretwork, with “The Compleat

tg.rist" probably his beat, most
ise work,

Shifley (with Delly, Ashley amd The
Albions) produced a significant, if
self-goncious, album with "Anthems
Ia Bden® and an absolutely seminal
one in "No Roses", due under the
microscope next imaus.

Unfortunately, what seemed to be
new routea in 1965, turned out to
be ‘cul-de-sacs’ by 1972, But you
can’t knock people for trying.

Bernie Forkin,

svary Wednesdey, 9-00pm

Wrea Green Instifute

Stafion Rd, Whea Gremn, Kirkharm, Lancs.

8l, 0772 -GBRNG /884837

Folk licd Wimess Fhocial
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Club Dates — feptember

Residents

TN

Monday 18t 8th 15th 22nd 29th
HORWIGH singer's night singers' night BRAM TAYLOR singers' night singers' night
PRESTON singaround singaround THE KIPPER FAMILY | singaround singaround
POYNTON singaround singarcund singaround singaround singaround
BREWERY WOUNTAIN RCAD * MOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN RCAD MOUNTAIN ROAD
THE TRITON Recpening Special | JOHNNY COLLINS singers' night Club A.G.M.
Tuesday 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 20th
HINDLEY JOHN HOWARTH singers' night singers' night JOLLY JACK singers' night
BLACKPOOL : - singers' night THREE WAY STREET singers' aight J. & B. BLACKWELL *
MAWDESLEY GEOFF HIGGINEGTTOM '
MAGHULL DAVE GODDENS * Club Swap * ARMPIT JUG BAND | THE SISTERS * CHRIS LOCKS *
Wednesday Ird 10th 1T7th 2hth
WHIT EHAVEN GARY & VERA ASPEY |TITCH FRYER TE{RE'E WAY STREET | CONCERT *
WHITE SWAN THE WATERSCHS SEAN CANWON singers' night THE WILSGNS
FOLK AT THE TUTE singers' night CAUGHT CN THE HOP | PLAN B MARA! plus E.S5.P.
THE STAR MARTIN MOYLAN GENTLEMAN SCOLDILR guest t.b.a. ﬁuest tebade
Thursday Ltn 11ta 1Bth 25th ﬂ
DARWEN sinfers' night singers' night
POYNTON singers' night singers' night gingers' night singaround
WIGAN singers' night singers' night singers' night singers' night
MAGAZINE
Friday Sth 12th 15th 26th
BEE DEREX GIFFORD singers' night singers' night singers! night
NEWCASTLE singers' night GARY & VERA ASPEY | singers' night JOHNNY COPPIN
NCRTHWICH STEVE TURNER GOLDEN BOUGH singers' night 1 asingers' night
PORKIES RCSIE HARDMAN JOHN JAMES
CUT ABOVE
BLACKBURN FETE BO.SON singers' night TONY NYLAND singers' night .
Saturday 6th 13th 20th ‘27th
BURY § STEVE TURNER PETE CASTLE CHRIS COE ROB MALANEY
BREWERY
SOUTHPORT BUDAPEST DANCE * Folk At The Tute *
POYNTON
r Sunday 7th itk 218t W
CROWN
BOTHY d singers’ night PAUL METSERS singers' .night STEPHENS/ LENNOX *
EAGLE & CHILD # cingers! night GENTLEMAN SOLDIER singers' night TONIGHT AT NOON
LEIGH
POYNTON
RAVE ON § FETE MORTON singers' night singers' night J. & B. BLACKWELL
WIDNES _
LLANDUDNO I DEREK GIFFORD singera' night guest t.b.a. singers' night

Bury -~ various

Bothy - Clive Pownceby, Pete Rimmer, Paul Reid
Eagle & Child - Caught On The Hop, Quartz,
Bric~a-Brac

Leigh - Trevor & Joan Hunt, Calico
Rave On - Volunteers

Llandudno - Stuart Xing, The Rambling Boys

Poynton {Mon.) - Rick Harrup

{Thurs,) - Arthur Wakefield
Triton - Jenny Wright & Colin Wilson
Brewery (Mon.) - Mountain Road
Hindley ~ Pennygate, Pocheen
Whitehaven - Knotted Cord

White Swan -Geoff Higginbottom, John O'Hagan,

Dave & Helen Howard, Pete Morton,
Andy & Aliaon Whittaker, Hollerin' Pot

Dave Locke

Bee - wvarious
Northwich - Sean & Sandy Boyle, Iain Bowley,

Mawdesley - Derek Gifford
Wigan - Joan Blackburn
Magazine - Black Dogy Brasa Tacks, Arthur Marshall,

Tony Howard, Rod McDermott, Pgul Taylor
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Club Dates — October

Wednesday iat 8th 15th 22nd 29th
WHITEHAVEN REMOULD THEATRE * local singers BILL ZORN & JON BENNS BOB FOX & 3TU LUCKLEY | guest t.b.a.
WHITE SWAN BRYONY BRIAN PETERS KIRKPATRICK & HARRIS * | POCRTWAY PEDLARS BOKNIE SHALJEAN
FOLK AT THE TUTE J BERNARD WRIGLEY LIVERPOOL ROADSHOW THE KIPPER ¥aMILY PETE MORTON 5. GREY & E. ELLIS *
STAR JOLLY JACK i Baﬂﬂ :ﬁﬂ&ﬁ KEITH HANCOCK GECOFF HIGGINBOTTOM

Thursday 2nd 9th 16th 23rd, 30th
DARWEN singers' night singers' night singers' night
POYNTON singers' night singers' night singers' night singers' night singers' night
WIGAN
MAGAZINE
Friday 3rd 10th 17th &th 31at
BEE singers! night singers' night singera' night singers* night singers' night
NEWCASTLE P. & J. COLCLOUGH =* singers' night DAVE WALTERS CARNAHAN & PETRIE * JCHN WIRKFATRICK
NORTHWICH PAUL METSERS SEEPHERD & BOWDEN * | singers' night * BONNIE SHALJEAN CARNAHAN & PETRIE *
PORKTES MARZIBAND ISAAC GUILLORY
CUT ABOVE guest t.b.a,
BLACKBURN guest tubaeas singers' night PENDLIM & guest singera' night DICK MILES
Saturday bth 11th 18th 25th
BURY THE WILSCONS CAUGHT ON THE HCP guest t.baa. BONNIE SHALJEAN
BREWERY
SOYTHPCORT 2nd - OYSTER BAND 17th - DE DANAAN 22nd -LOUDON WAINWRIGHT
POYNTON
Sunday 5th 12th 15th 26th
CROWN
BOTHY singers' night RICHARD GRAINGER singers' night KEVIN LITTLEWOOD
EAGLE & CHILD singers’ night BERNARD WRIGLEY singers' night JAKE THACKRAY
LEIGH
POYNTON
RAVE ON singers' night BRYONY singers' night ALLAN TAYLOR
WIDNES :
TLLANDUDNO singers! night singers’ night guest t.bea. sifﬁgrs' night
Monday 6th 13th 20th 27th
HORWICH ; singera' night singers' night singers! night singera' night
PRESTON § singaround
POINTON i} singaround singaround singaround singaround
BREWERY | MOUNTAIN ROAD HOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN ROAD
THE TRITCN singers’' night SARBERSHCP CHOIR THE SPINNERS Singers might oo

7th 14th 21st 28th

] singers' night BRIGHT PHOEBUS singers' night BRAM TAYLOR

Notes
i sept..1;;.”3£|wlry

9th Maghull
20th
23rd
2hth

27th

28tn
28th
30th
E0tn

Rave On
Blackpoal

Whitehaven

i pingers' night
{ singers! night
| TERRY MURPHY

i

avery Monday, MOUNTAIN ROAD plus guest artist(a)
2nd Maghull DAVE GODDENS' 60s NIGHT

club swap with Bromberough F.C.

Southport Arta Centrs BUDAPEST/B.E.M. FOLX ZNSEMBLE
Haghull THE SISTERS' LIVERPOOL NIGHT

special concert with BOYS OF THE LOUGH,
ALISTAIR ANDERSOM and CLANN NA GAEL
Folk At The Tute TONIGHT AT NOON
Bathy SAM STEPHENS and ANNE LENHGX-MARTI

? JILL apd BERMARD BLACKWELL

Kaghull CHRIS LOCKS' INTERNATIONALE

asingers' night

BERNIE DAVIS *

PORTWAY PEDLARS

O¢te 18t Whitehaven

ZORN & HIGGINS *

singers' night

REMOUL

LEN & SUE

D THEATRE present "PHE NORTHERN TRAWL"

3rd Newcastls PHIL and JUNE COLCLOUGR

10th
1h4th
15th
17th
218t

Northwich VIC SHEPHERD and JOHN 30%DEN
Maghull BERNIE DAVIS' ANIMAL HOUSE

white Swen JOHN KIRKPATRICK and SUE HARRIS
Northwich at the Red Lion, Barnton

Maghuil BILL ZORN & NEIL HIGGINS

2bth
3at
29th

Newcastla
Northwich

DANNY CARNAHAN and RO3IN PETRIE from California E

Follk At The Tute SARA GREY and ELLIE FLLIS




15th

22nd

aturday 29th
E Ry, DICK MILES BRYONY "ALISTAIR ANDERSON CARNAHAN & PETRIE * | NICK DOW
| BREWERY ’
| sournroRT 13th ~ STEELEYE SPAN |24th:SANDERS/GILTRAP|29th BATTLEFTELD BAN
| covnToN
| sunday 2nd 9th 16th | 23rd o 30th B
CROWN | —
BOTHY singers' night RCBERTSCN & McGOMBE isingers' night ° singers' night RANTING SLEAZOS

BLACKBURN

singers' night

singeras’

Novs S5th Whitehaven

19th Folk At The Tute DANNY CARNAHAN and ROBIN PETRIE

22nd  Bury

26th Whitehaven JIMMY CROWLEY and JACKIE DALEY

29th Southport Arts Centre RIC SANDERS & GORDON GILTRAP

Dec. 2nd Maghull DAVE GODDENS' MUSIC HALL

3rd Folk At The Tute CLIVE GREGSON and CHRISTINE COLLISTER
5th Northwich at the Red Lion, Barnton

WHIPPERSNAPPER

Are your club's dates missing ?

r/January dates
wust be in by October 29¢h!

EAGLE & CHILD THE WILSONS WHIPPERSNAPPER i MAXI & MITCH singers' night singers' night

LEIGH

FOYNTON :

RAVE ON singers' night BOB WALSHER i singera' night gsingers' night DOUGGIE MACLEAN

WIDNES ; |

LLANDUDNO singers' night singers' night Fguest teb.a. . singers! night singers' night

Monday 3rg 10th 17th 2hth Dec. 1stjr

HORWICH singers' night singers' night | BERNARD WRIGLEY singers' night singers' night

PRESTON ! i

FOYNTGN singaround singaround j singaround Esingaround singaround

BREWERY MOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN ROAD MOUNTAIN ROAD | MOUNTAIN ROAD HOUNTAIN ROAD

THE TRITON THE SPINNERS singers' night JLISTAIR ANDERSON | singers' night _surprise guest

Tuesday bth ] 11th 18th ' 25tn De¢s 2nd

HINDLEY singers' night guest t.b.a. singera' night ?singers' night REDMAYNE

BLACKPOOL singera! night singers' night | singers' night isingers' night singers' night

MAWDESLEY PAT RYAN * u tebeas

MAGHULL guest t.b.z. guest t.b.a. I guest t.b.a, Igueat tebaan DAVE GODDENS *
hl::dnesday Sth 12th i 19th 26th Dec. 3rd

WHITEHAVEN CARNAHAN & PETRIE * local singers ;MIKE SILVER - CROWLEY & DALEY *

WHITE SWAN ALISTAIR ANDERSON FICNA SIMPSON ! KEITH HANCOCK i ALLAN TAYLOR .

FOLK AT THE TUTE | singers' night E.S.P. | CARNAHAN & PETRIE +* EWEIPPERSNAPPER GREGSON & COLLISTER *|
L THE sTaR guest t.b.as MARZIBAND . TED EDWARDS | guest t.b.a. gusst +.5 '

Thursday 6th 13th 20th | 27th Dec. 4tk

DARWEN —— singers' night : singers' night

POYNTON singers' night singers' night | eingers' night ;sinsera' night asingers' night

WIGAN ; :

MAGAZINE J

Friday Ahn 14th ; 215t ) 28th Dec. 5th

BEE singers' night singers' night i singers' night singers' night singers' night

NEWCASTLE DICK MILES ALISTATR ANDERSON . singers' night ‘guest t.b.a. MARTIN CARTHY

NORTHWICH ALISTAIR ANDERSON singers' night i NICK DOW ésingera' night CHESHIRE WAITS *

PORKIES PAUL METSERS | MIKE SILVER |

CUT ABOVE

Letters to

Dear EBEditor,

I'm appalled that a supposedly
reputable folk music paper could
give house room to such an
offensive and ignorant piece as
Bernie Forkin's article "Rime Up
Cld Horse And Shine Again" on

The Copper Family. ¥No doubt it
was intended to be provocative,
but that's no excuse for a clever-
clever hatchet job that tells the
reader nothing useful about the
family or their recordings.

I defend The Coppers, not because
they are some revered institution
against whom any criticism counts
as blaaphemy, but because their
4-LP set has given me untold
listening pleasure over the years,
I can only assume that Bernie
Forkin finds their singing
"..embarrasingly poor.." and
"..not worth coming out of the cow
shed for..” (how arrogant and
patronising!) because they do not
conform to the sophisticated
mannerisms of the recent _
revivalist performers who const-
itute his only background in folk
musice. To comment on The Coppers’
lack of "..artistic progress..”
betrays an abysmal lack of under-
standing of traditional singers
coming from a folk musician.
Phrasesa like ",.various lineups.."
may be appropriate in connection
with Black Sabbath, but hardly for
a family group in which younger
generations take over as older
ones pass on.

Just as misleading is the quite
paradoxical over=estimation of the
significance of "A Song For Every
Season" to the folk revival,
"Without it the revival would have
been hamstrung", even ",.stifled
at birth.,.". Come off it! The
record only came out in 1971, by
which time the revival was ten or
fifteen years old. What about all
the traditional singers who
inapired the likes of Lloyd,
MacColl and Carthy in the fifties

and sixties? Giants like Harry
. Cox,

_ Sam Larner and so on were
8till alive and singing in the
early years of the revival. But

perhaps The Coppers are the only
traditional singers Bernie Forkin
haa ever heard of?

I shudder to think what further
inanities we can expect in this
"occasional” series, Try a Wham!
single next time, Bernie,

Brian Peters.

®sssThe family hails from
Rottingdean, a Suffolk village..."

Brian Peters: Reprinted by kind
permission, °Folk Buzz'.

Now, Class, we see the consequences
of failing to re-read your efforts
before rushing into print!

To explain, the article was part

of a "Building A Lidbrary" series

and I selected that album as
representative of that facet of
folk., Tine, except that my comments
about 'significance' were meant to
pertain to The Coppers per se, not
nerely the album. Substitute

"them' for 'it' in the paragraph
about the hamstrung revival and

21l becomes clear. Sorry. Apart
from that, Brian, we can only

ngree to diffre., What you call
‘sophistication® T will continue

to refer to as *being in tune® and
even an arrogant ignoramus like me
knows that Rottingdean is in Sussex.

Finally, for those who missed it,

here‘'s an informal snap of Wham's
George Michael doing "General
Wnlfal

last week at the Ragle.

Bernie Forkin.




ZCLEETHORPE 
- - REVIEWE

It used to be on the pier but the pierm
couldn't stand the pace so now the
festival is centred in the Winter
Gardens at the .southern end of the sea
front.

Following a Friday ‘'Welcome Dance!
which I misped'it began in earnest on
Saturday with several workshops,
sessions and singarounds, I nipped
across the road to the 'Annexe', which
turned out to be the Masonic Hall,

to join an excellent singaround led by
Sue and Arthur.Knevett in a room that
would justify folkies joining the IMasons
Just to sing in it! PFeatured guests
were the Wilson Family dnd it was worth
the price of a festival ticket just to
see them singing in such hallowed place
totally against their socialist prin-
cipless

Then it was back to the Floral Suite
which is the upstairs part of the Winter
Gardens for an afternoon concert where
I managed to catch Jim Eldon and his
little clog dancing wife Lynette
performing at their best. Jim is a
typical soryteller and 'patter' man
with a fund of tales and songs. Robin
Garside was on next and gave an accom-
plished performance spiced with his
dry humour - it's too bad that because
he spends so much of his time as a
'sound man' we see so little of him
behind the microghones.

I left the concert half-way through to
sample the dance displays in the warm
sunshine which now bathed the prom!
there I saw 7 Champions and Mr. Jorrocks
lMorris Men give a competent and enter-
taining display followed by the Grimshy
Step Clog Lassies who amazingly per-
formed unaccompanied clog dances!

Next to Willy's Wine Bar, which was
the one venue a little away from the
festival centre and probably the least
successful in that although accousti-
cally good the roon was awkwardly
shaped and our hostesses Scolds Bridle
had understandable difficulty in
organising the sceduled singarounds,

Back at the Winter Gardens I made for
the evening congert in the main hall

where Bernard Wrigley was doing his
usual hilariuvos stuff and where Isaw
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and at last understood Dick Gaughan
realising that he is a very talented
and polemic singer once the words are
clears I only wish he would Anglicise
more of his records!

Meanwhile upstairs there was a dance
with Shagpile and finally a late night
dance in the main hall with Mr. Cosgill's
Delight. Already I was feeling
Shagpiled and still with two full days
and nights to gol

If Saturday was hectic Sunday was
emotionally exhausting. The Annexe
singaround was again well attended with
a high standard of floor singers and

in the afternoon concert I was impressed
by a Nottingham based group called
Patti O'Doors who, apart from the
horrible title pun, played and sang
confidently and I was agqually pleased
to see at last the three lads who make
up the Holme Valley Tradition in a

live performance., The Wilsons were
reduced to 4 but the sound man still
jumped when they began singing! They
finished with their new song released
on a single called '"The Third World!
the profits of which go to famine
relief,

At 4p.m. the festival came to 2 halt
in honour of this charity and we all
'Ran The World' - or rather danced i
It waz one of those occasions when
words became an inadequate means of
communication but to try to picture a
scene; the Salami Brothers leading
everyone out ot the Winier Gardens
pied piper style into the afternoon
gunshine until the car park and
pavements were full of a massive
'Bridge of Athlone! type archway where
everyone eventually passed through and
filled a bucket with moneys while
hundreds of the people of Cleethorpes=
ran by along the front and Steve and
Mike Wilson collected another bucket
~full of money from the holidaymakers;
while on BBC radio Stuart Hall described
the scenes at Hyde Fark and in New York
- indeed it seemed at that moment the
whole worlid really was running - nice
one Geldof and Co. and well done
Cleethorpes and its festival the latter
now running a full hour late; but so
what?!l

Later on, having hardly recovered from
the afterncon's excitement, I experien-
ced what was for me and many others the
highlight of the Festival - The

Remould Theatre Company's rendition of
'The Northern Trawl'. With songs by
John Comnolly (of 'Fiddlers Green!
fame) and words recorded from the
trawlermen and their familieg to form

a story of the trawling days of Hull
this was indeed a bnus; needless to

say the company took itwo encores.(It
will be in the North West in Hovember
-see 'Out and About!).

The Grand Ceilidh with the Oyster Band
finished at midnight and the late night
folk club where I spent most of the
time at 12.45. Shortly before one O!
clock T passed into oblivion.

On Sunday morning I recovered some of
my composure by spending a pleasant
couple of hours birding on Teiney
Marshes - the folk festival pace was
beginning to tell - and so I arrived
towvards the end of another packed sing-
around in the Annexe and sacrificed

the 'Chance To Meet' to see Jim Eldon's
'Songs of the Bast Riding', My one
regret was that I wasn't able to tape
record the workshov as Jim and his
fellow collector Steve Gardham related
the amusing anecdotes while collecting
the superb songs.

While I sampled the excellent catering
facilities in the main hall (where I
was served by the friendly and helpful
Winter Gardens staff) I was entertained
by 'Feet First' who are a gusty American
group performing technically brilliant
Appalachian dances. A singaround at
Willy's Winebar with Holme Valley
Tradition led nicely into the evening
concert back at the main hall where a
noisy 'Blowzabella' were playing their
French influenced music. After the
#ilsons final spot came 'Eagy Club! who
are Scotls based and excellent musicians
but seem unable {o decide whether they
are a folk act or a jazz group without
ever getting to grips with either in
depth,

Instead of attending the late night
(and the final) dance I joined Bamsley's
own festival layabouts Johnny Booker and

Ray who had managed to take over the

Foyer Bar from the muscians who had

-held their sessions the e for the entime

weekend! A madeap singsong followed
and at the end of the festival we all
trooped into the main hall to join the
Auld Land Syne - type cirele while
Johnny B, now completely 'hlown?

ably led the singing of 'Wild Mountain
Thyme! which has become something of
a traditional ending to the festival,

I had enjoyed a well organised and
Priendly festival with the Winter GaP-
dens as its ideal centre. Although the
free programme sheet was rather poorly
printed the layout of the dozens of
events {of which I have only given a
sample really!) in a grid form was am
excellent idea giving a betiter over-
all picture of what was available

and allowing easier planning.

I can honestly say it was one of the
best festivals I have ever attended
and although it clashes with our more
local Chester festival I'm sorry
Chester but it'11l be Cleethorpss for
this lad at least next year 100.

DEREK GIFFORD.

R R,
i““ AVATITABLE, FULL TIME

SINGER
GUITARIST
SONGWRITER

OSWESTRY QUEENS HOTEL
THUZ, ROV, 20th

SANDBACH THE CROWN
TUES. DEC. Z2nd

Just two dates out of over
one hundred and eighty
this year!
Information Tel. 0642 822038 j
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St. Helens' Folk Festbival

Early August; where should we go? Can't
afford Sidmouth, don't want to play 'spot the
folk artist' at Cambridge, surely there's
something happening locally. Saturday August
9th, a choice! - and both based on member
clubs. Will it be Porkies on the Lawn in
rural Cheshire or an urban safari to deepest
Billinge? Since the DoE seem to be txrying to
use up a decade's supply of 'men leaning on
shovel' signs in one short, wet summer, we
opted for the shortest journey.

The St Helens' folk festival was cunningly
concealed down an anonymous lane in a
special school which had recently changed
it's name. Once there, one found the
residents and habitues of the Eagle & Child
club, organising, performing, and enjoying
themselves. During the day, it looked a hit
like a Friends of Fdk reunion, with lots of
good things fairly thinly attended, but come
the evening, that changed. The main hall was
jammed and the atmosphere tremendous for
the main evening concert.

During the day, I caught snatches of several
good local acts, To my fury, I keep missing
The Ranting Sleazos sets and only catch
them in workshops or singarounds, which
whets my appetite for more of their gutsy
ginging. The fiddle of Mary Anne Wise, now
teamed with Phil Hare, tweaked a few
heartstrings, Every time I hear Tony Gibborns,
he's with somebody different: this duo with
Chris Kelly works very well, between
tunings. They make twin bouzoukis sound
most attractive, whether with trad tunes,
Norwegian Wood, or Ravel's Bolero.

But back to the evening: Bric-a-Brac drew
the short straw and had to find an audience
to open (they were competing with a Callin's
shanty workshop) but by the time they had
finished and Gibbons/Kelly were on, the
upstairs rwom was jumping. Quartz not only
entertained the audience with superb
harmony singing but handled Folkdrunks
Anonymous with wit and tolerance. They
were followed by Caught on the Hop, one
member fresh from a visit to the maternity
ward, who took the audience by storm. All
their numbers worked well, the internal
balance was excellent even for the songs,
and the overall volume was just rght for the
hall. This set demonstrated that when they
are in control of their own PA, when their
own intentions are realised, they are a very
good bard indeed.
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The audience cooled off slightly during the
interval, and lent a thoughtful ear to

Bryony's thoughtprovoking set. They were one
member short, but didn't let that be a

handicap. The tune sets showed the surprising
virtues of a combination of hammered and
Appalachian dulcimers, and they roused theI
chorus loving audience with Graham Miles

'‘Shores of 01d Blighty' and Andy Barnes'

emotional 'Last of the Great Whales'. Stanley
Accrington had been raising mirth all evening
with his many costume changes as MC but
started his set seriocusly with 'The Great
Wallender'. Humour returned with a tribute
(?) to the Channel Tunnel, a curent affairs
medley that had Mexico Waves of laughter
running through the audience, and an evil
looking prop lamb to accompany his final
number on glowing things on the Cumbrian
fells.

Who could follow that? Johnny Collins had
no problem with a sparkling set of sl;raight
songs that simply demanded aud}en_ce
response. Billinge has always had a singing
audience and it rose to the challenge with a
vengeance, putting the roof in danger.

At that point, we staggered out, leaving a
hyperactive audience for Strawhead, and
regretting missing that nice Arthur Margha]l
who was to help Caught on the Hop in a
closing ceilidh, and grinning at Folkdrunks
Anonymous ensconced in the bar. This must
be considered a success for Bernie Forkin,
the only organiser I know who has had both

a poem and a bit of Accringtonia devoted to

him in concert. .
We now have a new criterion for attending

festivals: go to the one with the S:':nging .3;_::_E |
Chef in attendance. Joyce and Johnny's food = p
is as wholesome as Johnny's singing and as

likely to lead to demands for more.

Tan Wells
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Aas organiser of the 'Folk For Food®
charity concert, I am pleasmed to
report thet the event was a muccesas
artistically and financially. The
creme de la creme of ths North-
Weat's folk fraternity sppreared -
at least two acts had turned down
paying club work to appear, while
Gregg Butler of Straw head passed
up a trip to Cermany to do his bit.

I wish I could report that a
similar generosity of spirit had
prevailed with the general public
= the hell is built %o hold 500
and was less than 2/3rds full. I
suppose England v Poland must
shoulder some blame. Pity.

Stanley Accrington put on hias
compere’s hat - among others -

and ran the evening to a tight
schedule with meximum good humour.
Bob Geldof's Knighthood was the
days big news and Stan "knighted"
me in front of the unruly populace
during the proceedings. The Rat!

Quartz oppened the show and coped
with the dreaded 'death’ spot with
astounding ease. I suppose anything
I say in praise of my fellow Eaglers
will be taken with a pince o¢f =salt,
but don't take my word that they're
great. Book 'em and see for your-
selves,

Hobson and Lees pe: formed with
loathasome easse. Afier "Stompin'

At Decca" damn near brought the
house down, Bernard Wrigley turned
to the rest of the cast and muttered
"P'raps I'11 not do a tune, then",

Caught On The Hop went next and

- for the first time in ages we had
enough room to perform in. Then
all the D.I. boxes packed in and

we had to mike up, thus reducing

us to passive staticity. Typiecal,
We enjoyed ourselves, deapite
various sound problems {like loasing
the vocals, for example)s

Clive Gregson and Christine
Collister oppsned the second half
and were utterly superb.
Christine‘’s voice really is
magnificent. Folk is blessed with
many good female vocalista from
Linda Thompson to June Tabor, and
Christine belongs in that clasma.
Her prospects aren®t demaged any

FOR F O

by the fact that ahe looks gorgeous
and I assure you that that remark
is meant to be mexiat with a capital
.S.O

Bernard Wrigley took time off from
making the cast laugh, to do the
same for the audience. After three
songs he was joined by Hobamon and
Less for a wilfully excrutiatiag
version of the M.A.S5.H. theme, and
then the trio became a quintet as
Derek and Di Boak joined them for
an accapella version of the Beach
Boys "Little Deuce Caupe”.

Strawhead closed the show, with a
high~powered met of greatest hitsa.
Unfortunately the P.A. problems

which had beset C.0.T.H, earlier

now returned with all their relatives
- eracks, popsa, whistleas and
acreeches. It was & great pity as

it detracted from an otherwise
excellent performanca.

Sound problems notwithstanding, the
show was extremely well regeived

- some work colleagues of mine who
would no more have gone to a folk
club than the pope sign for Glasgow
Rangers, reckoned that if that's
what Folk was like, they'd be

back for more.

It remains only for me to thank all
those artistes who gave generously
of their time, tranaport and talent
and to state that the event raised
£225 which will go to the funds of
Folk Againat Famine.

Thenk you all very much.
Bernie Forkin.

NEW SONGS FOR OLD

As T squeezed my way into the upper room
at The Worthington Hotel in Hindley, I
wondered if I had done the right thing in
agreeing to help judge the third Songwriting
contest. T'd listened to the preliminary tapes,
read the lyrics, but now, there in the flesh
were the hopeful writers and perfarmers and
their supporters. John - Howarth, Mike
Billington and I took our places behind a
tahle wedged into a corner, Over my right
shoulder was a friend of the landlord with a
video camera, relaying proceedings to the
bar below. Off to our left was a Radio
Manchester engineer recording the songs for
Mike's programme, Falk Like Us. There were
25 songs (already whittled down from 40) to
fit in between 8pm and closing time, and we
were trying to pick an overall winner and
the best in two categories,

The quiet/serious category had twice as
many songs as the humorous/up-tempo one,
and the overall quality was very high. I'm
not sure who found it more of a strain, the
performers who had to go in cald with each
song, or we judges trying to give equal
attenton to each song, regardless of the
quality of performance. The audience were
very much on the s=ide of the competitors,
listening with appreciation and joining in the
choruses.

For those few of our readers who were not
crammed in that night, the songs varied
from extremely serious to totally flippant.
The performers ranged from one
unaccompanied singer, through ducs and trics,
mostly with guitars, to Parish Falk, who
seemed to include their entire parish. Some
writers had come in person, others had asked
the home team, Pemmy Gate, to sing their
entry, and some had entrusted their hopes to
local semi-professionals. We listened with
interest to love songs, leaving songs, dole
queue epics, semi-dialect numbers, songs of

optimism, a Falkland lament, a pastiche -

ballad, and a fake forehitter.

When we retbired to congider our verdicts,
complete with sheaves of notes and a final
pint, one part of our task was easy and one
was very hard. The humorous entry selected
itself, even though it was nearer
performance poetry than folksong: the
Birmingham duo Redman, Greenman had
creased both audience and Jjudges with
'Missing Persons'. We also commended 'Black
Pudding Line', sung with stomach wrenching
gusto by Calico for Brian Ashton, and
'Bowton Born and Bred', vigorously bashed
out by Me, Thee and T'Others for Colin
Armstrong.

You can judge how difficult the choice was
in the serious catecory by the fact that we
named five songs as well as awarding the
secton and overall winners prizes. The near
miss songs were 'Cry, Wild Bird' (by Brian
Clare, sung by Bram Taylor), 'My Northem
Town' (Rob Anker), 'Days of Clog and Shawl'
(Alan Windsar), 'Ribklethorpe Mill' (Joseph
Thorpe, sung by Graham Gilmore), and 'The
Ralling Sea' (Rob Maloney). The section prize
went to 'When the Nightingale She Sings'
written - by . previous Jaint winner Keith
Scowcroft and. well sung by Derek Gifford.
Finally, we named the overall winner: 'Lady
of Beauty', written and. sung by Tony Hewitt.
This song had lifted the audience, who
rapidly joined in the chorus with enthusiasm.
I'm just glad that I'm not Bob Pegg with
over 3000 entries to get  through in the
preliminary judging at Kendal! My personal
thanks go to Kath Healden and the gang at
Hindley Folk Club for excellent organisation.
Songwritng is alive and well, and living in
folk chibs. co

Ian Wells. s

Rivington Morris are
looking tor musicians,
any instrument, to play
alonggide our present
accordionists. Practices
are held at Horwich, near
Bolton, every Wedanesday
evening. If you can help
us please contact Jim
Kenyon on 061-790-8238.




REDCAR '86

Oh God, He's not going to go on
about his bloody band again im he?
No, he's not, Honest, though when
you've got to hang around pre- and
post-performance it does restriect
your movemenita around the rest of
the venues,

So this ia what happened at The
Swan Hotel, Redcar, on Featival
Saturday. There was an early
afternoon benefit concert for Taffy
Thomas, which could have been
better attended. Bryony and Sid
and Henry Kipper helped raise the
funda. The Kippers are atill very
funny = though I didn't spot any
new material since Warwick last
year -‘'Seven Deadly Sine' with
"shell"” chorua and the inevitable
'Whistling Monologue® were both
greeted with shrieka of laughter,

The 'official' afternoom concert
was a good atylistie mix. Jenny
Beeching and Chris Haigh (Swing
and light jazz, basically) were
goed curtain raisers. Then
Bryony 's traditional songa and
sweet harmonies and Alex Attersons
psuedo-blues piano plus a nice line
in chat, We opemed the second
half, giving way to Fiona Simpson
and, finally, Sam Stephens and
Anne Lennox-Martin,

Fiona was on very good form, showing
off her usual range, from "Lord
Franklin" to Bruce Springsteen,
taking in Joni Mitchell, Feargal
Sharkey and Noel Coward en route.
I sought solace in the bar while
Lennox~Martin and Stephena did
their crafty cockney routine.
John O'Hagen compered nicely. I
found time, earlier, to drop into
the downstaira Singaround, which
had all the atmosphere of a wet
Thureday in Southssa.

Saturday evening found us at an
extra-curricular concert at Redcar
Cricket Clubs Left to compere and
introduce ourselves, (the compere
failing to turn up) we drew the
short straw for starting. You can
say what you like about PA systems,
but when the audience are, shall
we say frisky, and the bar punmps, .
one arm bandit and pool table all
lend their inimitable charm, those
little apeakers are the bee's r
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and went second. Bryony bravely
eschoewed PA and charmed the
audience over, Beat recieved wers
Cilla Fieher, Artie Tresize and
Gary, whose up-front style of verve
and hunour went down a bomb, Gary's
accordian sounds almost Jimmy Shand,
conjuring memories of 'The White
Heather Club'., If you haven't
heard them, I reccommend that you
do soon - ‘leave Us Qur Glens® is
the funniest song I°ve heard for
years,

To my regret, I missed both The
Oysters and The Watersons: Hoarsay
had it that The Oysteras were cooking
with gas and that The Wilsons showed
the Carthy-less Watersons the way
home, Lucky Watersons. There was
no-~one to show me and I get lost,.

Bernie Forkin.

FOLK CLUB

MATIN STREET, BILLINGE.
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CAUGHT ON THE HOP
QUARTZ

nees. Steve Turner bit the bullet 4

THE TRANSPORTS

'"Transports’ has had an almost cult following
since it first appeared on record,
disappearing almost immediately with the
demise of Free Reed. Some songs have
passed into the repertoire of individual
singers, particularly 'The Mother's Song'.
Various stagings have occurred, most notably
by the Herga club at the National Festival
and in dumb show on the South Bank, but
somehow I've always been somewhere elselt
was therefore with great pleasure that I
went to Poynton to hear a . semi-staged
production,

This had been put together by John Walker
and featured a mixture of amateur,
semi-professional and professional singers and
players., The bLkand was hidden behind a
canvas backdrop, and the performers walked
on in tum from the wings in varying degrees
of costume.

John Waltker had cast himself as The Street
Singer, and stood rather nervously on stage
through - -most of the performance. . He
suffered from a sound imbalance, with the
invisible solo fiddle (excellently played by
Jackie Rawlinson) about 25% too loud. The
first half ran smoothly, but without too
much reaction from the thin Friday night
audience. The 'through composed style
choked off any attempt to applaud individual
songs, even Linda Dann's superb singing of
'The Leaves in the Woodland', and Ian Wood's
powerful performance, complete with fetters,
of 'Norwich Goal. The other outstanding
performance, of Hemry Cabell, will add to
Brian Peter's growing reputation. The second
half picked up, and the audience really
warmed to 'The Green Fields of England' and
Tony Mannion as Shantyman leading a
splendidly gutsy 'Roll Down',

Dally Collins' ‘arrangements were performed
by a strings and woodwind sevenpiece under

betrayed a little nervousness, but confidence
was steadily gained during the evening and

. the Saturday production should have been
i really sharp.
| Problems? I was unable to judge Alice

Walker's performance of Susannah, subverted
as it was by a heavy cold. There had been
inadequate technical rehearsal, leading to
poor positioning of some singers for the
mikes,

Overall, this was a worthwhile and erjoyahle

effort, and I hope it raised lot's of money
or MENCAP.

ONWARD!

You're writing a piece of community theatre
for your local town's 150 year celebrations
and you want to put someone on stage to
act as narrator: how do you make this work?
Ron Baxter simply placed the whole action
in Heaven and gave the job to the recording
angel, played as a rather dry DHSS official.
This Ireadth of vision is well in the tradition
of the founder of Fleetwood, Peter
Hesketh-Fleetwood, who tumed sand dunes
into a planned town, intended as the railhead
for Scotland, but better known as a fishing
port,

A collection of local singers and actors, with
a pit orchestra drawn from local folk
musicians, zipped through a rapid fire
sequence of scenes and songs. The approach
was something like MIKRON, but with a
larger cast, with a whole series of minor
parts, racing through Fleetwood's history.
There were about 24 songs, all written o
adapted by Ron, and set to a wide variety
of existing tunes by Ross Campbell. Many of
these were folk influenced, and well sung by
Ross, and by Iiz Gillingham and Sue
Bousfield, better known as Scold's Bridle, as
well as by the cast. Kevin Whelan's fiddle
also deserves a mention,

I liked the tongue in cheek setting of a song
about a funeral to 'Walk Him Along' and the
elaborate glee for choral society that
grected Queen Victoria (the weather was
appalling and she was not amused). The one
existing song, revived from The Final Trawl,
was '"The Flowers of the Sea'. The other song
that stuck in my mind was 'False Tunes of
Glory', set to the bagpipe tune we know best
for The 51st Highlanders Farewell to Sicily:
this lament for the ‘hervic dead of
Fleetwood could well become a standard.
Organisers might appreciate the tale from
the early days of the folk club: 'That's the
last Hime we book her.' "Why? Wasn't she any
good?' 'She was a good act but we'd paid her
top wack, £17.10.0, put her up, and then she
stuck wus for the taxi fair to Blackpoal
North.' 'What's her name?' 'Barbara Dickson'.
iw -




Caught On The Hop took it's
collective self to South Walea for
Whit Week, playing clubs in places
like Pant-Y-Hose and Cwm Off I%, as
well as the above festival.

Usually at festivals our bank of
software corners the market in
curious pokes (What happens if you
press this?) and jaundiced comments
(I suppose you pop singers haven't
heard of Martin Carthy). This yvear
there were others to share the
interest.

Battlefield Band for four. Old
favouritea of mine, I must adnmit,
though their days of frontier
breaking seem to be over. BRrian's
keyboards are still a nifty noteh
above the normal and the fiddling
and piping hasn't got any worse
either. They produced a highly
polished set with some careful use
of taped drums. Somewhat
ridiculously, I found myself
thinking that a bit of a cheat.

The Chartists sport keyboards as
well, though I°'d be hard pressed to
pretend they used them with any
great originality. Good quality
filler and pleasant to listen to,

I couldn't actually remember any
number they played.

Tonight At Noon performed back to
back with us, a piece of programming
both bands could have done without.
Having said that, the, are
significantly different in their
approach. A good deal "rogckier"
than us, with a ‘heavy metal'’
guitar sound, taped drums and block
harmonies, I wouldn't go as far as
Tan Woods did in his album review
ia this august periodical, when he
wrote that they were good musicians
but not folk singers: They are
using traditional material and

develeping it in their own way, and

as such deserve to be called Folk
Sinzers - more than say, Allan
Taylor or Paul Metsers = who owe
nothing to the tradition.

Their guitarists had a very amart
taircut and Gavin's shirt was a
good deal trendier than mine.

Away from all the mierochips, The
Doonans were superb, as full of
larks and style as usual, but still

eview

packing a punch like Frank Bruno,.
Ar Log were depressingly ordinary,
technically very impressive but
registering a low score on the
excitment scale. I didn't fiad.
Jez Lowe a8 significant as some
folk obviously did. Nothing I
could put my finger on, but I'm
not a devotee of alepot bards
anyway. Blakes 3 are no more than
passable, though there's nothing
wrong with their influences =
thirties Jazz and forties swing.
T'ain't what they do it's the way
that they do it.

Prospective visitors to South Wales
might 1like to note two or three
good clubs in the area. The New
Inn, Pwllmyric near Chepstow

boasts a very 'folk® setting - &gll
oak beams and candles. Pleasant
atmosphere and good residents.

The Mountain Ash c¢lub, run by
exiled Lancastrian Godfry Birtill,
is a friendly place with, again, =
good standard of residents, while
the Gower has a very good club at
Llanrhidian run by Joy Toole. All
well worth a visit, '

JOE STEAD Greenwhich Village
"A Baker's Score" GVR 230

It could be said that this is probably
an exhibition of overt plagiarism by
Joe Stead because the majority of the
songs on this album have been recorded
by others. It could be said; but the
¢ritics who say so forget that Joe has
an individual style which he imprints
on each of the tracks. Whether you
like his style of course is a maiter
of conjecture; personally I find he
has a clear though not a rich voice
with almost faultless diction.

This latter faculty has an important
bearing on the whole album in that this
record is an invaluable source of mater-
ial for singers especially as many of
the tracks are undoubtly 'popular' folk
S0NLS.

Among these my own personal favourites
are Graene Miles 'Green Coats and Beagles!'
and 'An Evening in Summer'! and Amanda
McBrooms very beautiful song 'The Rose!’

I am also pleased that Joe has included
Bob Watkson's 'Shantymant which is slowly
being 'immortalised! by Johnny and Jim!
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One surprise among the 20 songs recorded
is Keith Hancocks 'Third World War! -

1 say surprise because it must be fairly
well known by now that The Wilson Family
have recorded this on a single in aid
of 'Folk Against Famine' and it seems
strange that he should want to even ati-
empt a cover versicn of the song.
However, as the Wilsons back him on the
recording its obviously all right by
them!

Overall you won't find anything new on
this album but you will have a pretty
handy compendium of good songs all on
the same disc and with 20 of them

altogether - my life - what a bargain!

DEREK GIFFORD.

PHII, HARE RTS1215

"The Din of Inequity"

Phil Hare is one of ithe reasons I

8till like PFolk music and the Folk
Scene after being part of it for almost
20 years (yes I did start very young)

The ability %o entertain with one
guitar and voice still fascinates me
and to find someone like Phil who has
something new to say with interesting
new self penned songs, guitar arrange-
ments so fluent they could be from
best of Nic Jones or Martin Simpson
and a good new slant on old favourite
trad songs such as Bitter Withy and
Fricketty Bush, is well worth looking
into. ¢

Yes, I have known Phil for a while now
and its good to see that he is getting
a few bookings around the folk clubs
futher afield than his native Wirral
area.

I'm happy to report that most of the
tracks on this, his first cassette

are of a good standard. Phils playing
and singing are excellent and a couple
of his own songs 'Looking for my true
love' and ! They've come to take our
town away' will I'm sure be sung by
many other over the coming years, they
are a pair of very good songs.

Some very flashy guitar playing to the’
fore on Planxty Hewlet/Faires Hornpipe
and the already mentioned Bitter Withy
give an insight to what Phil is cpable
of and I hope this wont be his last
solo effort.

Look out for Phil Hare at your local
club. PETE RIMMER.

THESE SMALL ADS are
excellent value for private
sales & wants,eto.

RATES: ,
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Firat 30 words - £0. 75
Per 10 worde extre - £0.25
Send copy to Advertising
Address (pre-paid only)
Cheques to NWFFC,please
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THE HOME SERVICE,
"Alright Jack"
Gone is Bill Caddick and higs place
comes Andy Findon on fluies and saxes,
the Service are eight strong and still
firing on all cylinders. Their debut
2ot a mauling in these pages, I dige
agreed then, and most definitely do
now, for "Alright Jack" is 2 mighty
work. When they're on top form then
there are very few bands in the countyy
to touch the Home Service., Sadly these
days they rarely get a gig outside the
National Theatre and a festival or two,
but it doesn't seem to have done them
one ounce of harm., Opening with the
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cutting "Alwight Jack" which has been
lying around on the shelf since the
Albion Band days then you realise

that the band mean business. The trad-
itional "Rose of Allendale" is domne as
a straight folk rock piece, and the
ensuing "Radstock Jig" romps along
neatly with some pumping brass. But
it's the closing "Sorrow/Babylon" which
takes the cherry, by God let anyone
with any feeling listen to this trachk
and then tell me that the liome Service
are just another group. Tams is in
magnificent form, mighty guitar from
Graeme Taylor and the trumpets counter-
point some storming synthesizers.
"Sorrows" was the theme music to the
recent BBC drama “"The Holy City" and
its bleak mournful desperate subject
matter, unemployment and urban waste

is reflected in the arsangement.

ip over the disc and Tams is back

in sensitive form on "Scarecrow" which
leads neatly into the "Lincolnshire
Posy" a collection of songs garned by
Percy Grainger. FProbably prompted

into acticn by the depature of Caddick
the work has attained a nmaturity since

I he:»d it performed at Cropredy 85.

I'm still not sure of its lasting im-—
pression on me, but almost everyone

who wanders through and hears it reckons
that this is the cut to be talking
about. Certainly its complex and triciy,
executed to precision.

The Home Service have proved with this
record that though it's some six or

seven years afier their initial formation
that faith put in them at the time was
not misplaced. "Alright Jack" is, one

has the feeling destined to go down as
one of those mile stone records that
several years on down the line folkies
will go misty eyed over. Alright Jack?

ag-

SIMON JONES.

CATHY 1E SERF FUN FUNGO2

"Surface"

Well now her's a paradox, Cathy Le Serf
of Albion fame, sometime Fairporier and

owner of the most variable voice I know. |

A% times it can warble to excruciating
heights and others it can be plaintive
and penertrating. Fun records is the new
label set up by the Albion guitarist
Doug Morter so I suppose it's natural
for them to issue Le Serf's debut solo
album. She's gathered rather a stellar
backing crew to help out too. Bill
Martin, Daves Pegg and Mattacks, Jerry
Donahue, and Doug Morter, it reads
rather like a Fairlbionwacket register.
And much to my delight all the songs :
are Cathy's, I had no idea she was such
a writer, outside of the odd credit on
the Albion disecs she's shown very

litsle sign of pushing a pen. But by
jimminy some of these are belters.
"Broken" is a bheaut, and though it's

the third recording of it, "My Feet Are
Set For Dancing” loses nothing on anob-
her showing.

Phis is'nt the caberet music that I
thought it might have been after the
totally dubious last couple of Albion
Band records, it's catchy, poppy even
well worth seeking out.

SIMON JONES.

TIE VOLUNTEERS. DEMO TAPE. :
And there I was just having my bacon and:
eggs when up comes the postman and
hands me a whole bundle of packages

and envelopes, amongst which was a demo
from this bunch in Chester, the .
Volunteers. They aren't half good too.

Citing no influences in particular they

seem to be carving a neat contemporary
folk rock niche for themselves around

Chester way and further spicing up their ..

set with break neck renderings of Irish
tunes. The three songs on the cassette
suggest that they need to mature a bit
beyond Strawbs, Lindisfarne, render-
ings , but come on this is their first

serious effort and it's darn promising. -
Do I want an interview they ask? Yep. -
Wateh this space. -

SIMON JONES.
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THE AIM OF THE FEDERATION shall be the promotion of Folk Music¢ in the North-West by:-

1+ The '"block booking" of artiats for tours

" Saturday

pm
pm
pm
pm

The Napier, Bolton St., Bury

Brewery Arts Centre., 122a, Highgate, Kendal
Southport Arts Cenire, tord St., Southport
Faynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poyntan

2. Jeoint publicity of the member c¢lubs
3. The general support of member clubs
4, Joint organisation of concerts and ceilidhs within the area
5. The support of festival organisers within the area
6+ The organisation of svents to attract the "under 18s" to Folk Music
FOLK CLUB START ABDRESS ORGANISER TELEPHDNE
Sunday
CROWN 8,15 pm  The Crown, Conway 35t., Birkenhead Phil Hare 051 342 4145
BOTHY 8.00 pm Blundell Arms, Upper Aughtor St,, Birkdale, Southport Clive Powncaby ns1 924 5078
EAGLE & CHILD 8.30 pm Eagle & Child, #ain St., Billinge, nr. Wigen Bernie Forkin 0744 53058
LEIGH 8.00 pm Oddfellows Arms, Twiss Lane, Leigh Steve Eckeraley D842 §77955
POYNTON 8.00 pm Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Paynton’ David Brock 051 483 6521
RAVE ON 8,30 pm CGrosvenor Rowing Club, The Grovas, Chester Nick fMitchell 0244 315094
WIDNES (ST. MARIE'S) 5.30 pm St. Marle’s Am, R.L. Club, Brentfiglds, Widnes Patrick Lindley 051 423 3775
LLANCUDNO 8.30 pm The London Hotel, Upper Mostyn St., Llandudno Arthur Bowman 04892 622049
-Monday
L)
HOFWICH 8.15 pm Crown Hotel, Herwich S5us Grills 0204 651430
PRESTON 8.15 pm Lamb Hotel, Church St., Preston Mavis Ecclea 0254 580383
POYNTON 8.30 pm Poynton Folk Centre, Park Lane, Poyntan David Brock 0661 483 8521
BREWERY 8,30 pm Brewery Arts Centre, 122a, Highgate, Kendal 8111 Lloyd 0539 25133
TRITON 8.00 pm The Triton, Paradise St., Liverpool Doreen Rickart 051 227 3841
axt.d44d work
Tuesday
MAWBESLEY 5,30 pm Black Bull, Mawdesley Derak Gifford 0704 822574
HINDLEY 8.15 pm Worthington Hotel, Market St.. Hindley Kath Holden 0942 58459
BLACKPOOL 8.30 pm King's Arms, Talbot Rd., Blackpool ally Dow 0253 401842
MAGHULL 8,30 pm Hare and Haunds, Maghull Dave. Day
Wedneaday
WHITEHAVEN 8.15 pm Rosehiil Theatre Bar, Moresby, Whitehavan c/o theatre 0300 2422
HOW CRCFT 8,30 pm How Croft, off St. George's Rd., Bolton
FOLK AT THE TUTE 9,00 p Wraa Grean Institute, Station Road, Wrea Green, Kirkham Phil Capper 0772 684537
WHITE SWAN 8,00 pm White Swan, Grasn St,, Fallowfield, Manchester Anne Morris 061 881 82894
THE STAR #8.30 pm Star Inn, Back Hope St., Saiford Martin Gittins 061 205 3680
Thursday
DARWEN 8.30 pm The Kiosk, Sumnyhurst Woods Centre, nr. Darwen Jan Foster 0254 775880
POYNTON 8.30 pm Poynten Folk Centrs, Park Lane, Poynton David Brock ‘D61 483 6521
WIGAN 8.15 pm White Horse, Standishgate, Wigan Joan Blackburn 0942 853389
MAGAZINE 8.30 pm Magazine Hotel, Magaizine Lane, Wallasey Arthur Marshall 0151 334 7880
Friday
BEE 8.30 pm Bee Hotel, Bodfer St., Rhyl Dave Costelle 0745 32488
NEWCASTLE 8,00 pm Pack Horse, Staticn St., Longport, Stoke-an-Trant Jasan Hill 0782 813401
NORTHWICH 8.30 pm Harlequin Theatre, Quean St,, Northwich Sean Beyle 360644381
PORKIES 8,30 pm Lady Brocke Hotel, Fir Rd., Bramhall, Cheshire Judy Accutt 02805 2832
CUT ABOVE -8.30 pm Tom Rolt Centre, Beat Museum, Dock Rd.,Ellesmere Port Jon Ford 351 338 0947
- BLACKBURN 8,30 pm Mill H11l Hotel, Bridge St.., Blackburn Ron Crane G254 40347

061 761 1544
1539 25133
5704 40004
061 483 6521

Jean Seymour
811l Lloyd
Nelil Johnstena
David Brack
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Saturdap 25 th October 1986
with -
CILLA FISHER & ARTIE TREZISE
THE WILSON FAMILY

CHRIS COE £3.50 FULL DAY
JOHN AJBAMS £3.00 Before Oct!
HOOKE'S LAW [£1.50 Afternoon

TAFFY THOMAS
STANLEY ACCRINGTON

INFO AND TICKETS = |
DAVE 06L 793 6556_
GD  O9%2 811527_;



